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Members of the Lion Dance Company of San Francisco performed a dragon dance to welcome the Lunar
New Year during Dublin High School’s tree-lighting ceremony on Dec. 11. (Photo — Doug Jorgensen)

New Sen. Jerry McNerney Sees Region as
Center for Innovation in Science, Tech

2025 Priorities Include Capitalizing on Intellectual and Financial Resources

By Chris Winters

REGIONAL — The new state
senator representing the Tri-Val-
ley is going to Sacramento with
a list of tasks he’d like to accom-
plish in his first four-year term.

Jerry McNerney is an old
hand at legislative action. The
Democrat spent 16 years in
Congress representing districts
that straddle Alameda and San
Joaquin counties. He initially
lived in Pleasanton but moved
to Stockton when his Congres-
sional district was redrawn to
exclude his home. He chose not

to run for re-election in 2022
after serving eight terms in
Washington, D.C.

With a new wave of redis-
tricting, the new 5th District of
the California Senate includes
all of the Tri-Valley and San Joa-
quin County. McNerney moved
back to Pleasanton after leaving
Congress.

He holds a Ph.D. in mathe-
matics from the University of
New Mexico in Albuquerque,
where he was born. So it comes
naturally to him that several of
his priorities reflect a focus on
science and technology.

Al Development

As artificial intelligence (Al)
technology continues to develop
at an increasing rate, McNerney
wants to balance development
with safety.

“First of all, we want to make
sure that California is a place
where people can feel like it’s an
innovation center,” McNerney
said. “And so that means that
whatever laws and regulations
we propose should be something
that does not, at the very least,
discourage innovation.”

Government at all levels is
trying to keep up with the accel-

(See MCNERNEY, page 6)

Lawrence Livermore Lab Develops New
Drug to Better Treat Fentanyl Exposure

Initial Testing Shows Subetadex Can Last Longer in the Body Than Naloxone

By Jessica Zimmer

LIVERMORE — Lawrence
Livermore National Laboratory
(LLNL), more widely known
for its research in fusion energy,
made a different sort of announce-
ment in October: scientists at the
lab had developed a new treat-
ment for exposure to fentanyl, the
synthetic opioid at the heart of the
U.S.’s addiction crisis.

Subetadex is a chemical com-
pound that strongly bonds with
fentanyl molecules and remains
in the body longer than nalox-
one, the most commonly used
treatment for acute fentanyl over-
doses.

Naloxone is often marketed
under the brand name Narcan as a
nasal spray. Emergency respond-

ers sometimes need to administer
a number of doses of naloxone to
stabilize a patient who is over-
dosing. Subetadex can require
fewer doses.

Another advantage of sub-
etadex is that it can be taken or
administered before or after fen-
tanyl exposure and can work on
its own and in tandem with other
treatments, including naloxone.

Carlos Valdez, LLNL chemist
and principal investigator on the
project, said, “The impact of
subetadex would be enormous,
as it would provide another layer
of protection against these highly
lethal opioids, (a treatment) that
could be co-administered with
other treatments already in place,”
Valdez said. “(Then) they all can
work synergistically and in unison

to protect the public.”

Improved measures for fen-
tanyl exposure are in demand.
Approximately 70% of U.S.
overdose deaths in 2023 in-
volved fentanyl, both alone and
in combination with other drugs,
according to the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.
When misused, fentanyl can lead
to a slowdown in breathing or
respiratory arrest — meaning the
patient stops breathing altogether.

According to the LLNL re-
searchers, a patient would need
to receive only one dose of sub-
etadex over the course of 10 to 12
hours to remain alive. By contrast,
a person would typically need
several doses of naloxone over
a four-hour period to stay alive.
That’s because the drug remains

(See SUBETADEX, page 7)

Dublin Chosen for
New Event Center

Visit Tri-Valley to Build 5,000-Seat Arena for
Sporting Events, Performing Arts and Culture

By Ruth Roberts

LIVERMORE — Visit Tri-Valley
(VTV) has announced plans to
build a 5,000-seat multi-use, state-
of-the-art event center in Dublin
near the Dublin/Pleasanton BART
station.

“Visit Tri-Valley has been
dreaming of this project for years
and is thrilled to be finally bring-
ing it to life,” said Tracy Farhad,
VTV’s CEO. “We couldn’t be
more excited about the proposed
location, the support we’ve re-
ceived from all of our stakehold-
ers, and the lasting positive impact
this iconic facility will have on the
entire Tri-Valley.”

The proposed project, spear-
headed by VTV, the marketing
organization that promotes tourism
in the Tri-Valley, will be located on

the corner of Martinelli Way and
Arnold Road, next to the Dublin/
Pleasanton BART Station and ad-
jacent to Highway 580. The event
center is a collaborative effort be-
tween the City of Dublin, VTV and
Alameda County, which owns the
parcel earmarked for the project.

The location was identified
by VTV following an intensive
year-long study and vetting pro-
cess between JLL Global Tour-
ism and Destination Advisory, a
district-wide task force and the
VTV board of directors. Farhad
said VTV hopes to “either break
ground and/or complete the project
by 2027.”

VTV announced plans last Sep-
tember to build the 100,000-square-
foot facility to showcase the region
as a destination location. Accord-
ing to VTV, the multi-use venue

(See EVENT CENTER, page 5)

Valley Dance Theatre, accompanied by its pit orchestra, is
presenting “The Nutcracker” at the Bankhead Theater in downtown
Livermore through Dec. 22. See showtimes and buy tickets: https://
valleydancetheatre.com/the-nutcracker. (Photo — Doug Jorgensen)

U.S. Rep. DeSaulnier Hopes to
Work With GOP in Next Term

10th District Democrat Ackowledges Partisanship,
But Plans to Deliver Results in Transportation

By Larry Altman

LIVERMORE — U.S. Rep. Mark
DeSaulnier, preparing to enter his
sixth term in the U.S. House of
Representatives, said he was still
coping with his party’s loss to
Donald Trump and voters’ choice
to put Congress entirely in Repub-
lican hands.

Referring to conversations with
his colleagues, the Democrat said,
“We were all talking about this —
the stages of grief.” He noted, “I
don’t think complete acceptance is
a good thing.”

But the veteran legislator,
whose 10th Congressional District
includes part of Dublin, added,
“That’s democracy.”

“You have to have a two-party

system, and you need a divergence
of opinions, and you work through
them,” he said. “It’s particularly
hard when the discourse is so
strident. And in the 10 years I’ve
been here, the 30-plus years I’ve
been in elected office, [ have to say
there’s not a symmetry between
Democrats and Republicans in
terms of that discourse.”

Although he described the
current oppositional tone as dis-
couraging, DeSaulnier said he
is “always willing to work with
Republicans,” some of whom he
called personal friends.

“I often tell some of my Repub-
lican colleagues, ‘I couldn’t get
elected in your district, and you
couldn’t get elected in mine, and
that’s the way the country works.

(See DESAULNIER, page 7)
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Alameda County Supervisor David Haubert was sworn in to a new

term on Dec. 12 in the Scott Haggerty Heritage House at the Alameda
County Fairgrounds. He was sworn in by State Attorney General Rob
Bonta, who is also an Alameda County resident. (Photo — Joy Liu

courtesy of David Haubert)

Students Adopt Families for the Holidays

Livermore High Brings Back Program to Provide Gifts for Kids in Need

By Christina Cavallaro

LIVERMORE — As with so many
things that got lost in the post-pan-
demic return-to-normalcy shuffle,
so too, did a Livermore High
School (LHS) program that had
adopted families in need during
the holidays since 2013.

From 2013 to 2019, the LHS
Girls Soccer program, under the
guidance of retired Head Coach
Bob Montano, adopted one or two
families each holiday season to
ensure their children had a magical

Christmas experience.

Lori Mendoza was a parent
helper of the girls soccer program
during that time, when her oldest
daughter played the sport.

Mendoza said she had loved
the gift-giving program. “You
can make some child’s morning
who might (otherwise) get maybe
one thing, or nothing, and know
they’re going to see under their
tree all these packages that were
hand-picked with a lot of love and
just excitement,” she said. “And
seeing our kids get excited about

it, knowing they’re giving back to
the community and helping make
someone’s Christmas that other-
wise probably wouldn’t have one,
is the best part.”

Mendoza is now employed
at LHS as a physical education
teacher and the assistant coach
for the girls varsity flag football
team. One of her first orders of
business was to bring back the
lapsed Adopt-a-Family program.

Prior to 2019, Adopt-a-Fam-
ily operated on a much smaller
scale. “I think we did maybe

(See ADOPTION, page 8)
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PET OF THE WEEK

HARRY POTTER

Harry Potter is still sporting robes and tie, as he hasn’t been
gifted any Christmas sweaters quite yet. Nevertheless, this
magical tuxedo kitten is eager for a loving home in which to
celebrate the holidays. A tad shy in busy environments, Harry
Potter quickly transforms into a purring cuddlebug, and he
enjoys having feline friends. Go on — ask Harry Potter to the
Yule Ball — he’s at Valley Humane Society’s pet adoption
center in Pleasanton. Visit valleyhumane.org to learn more,
or email info@valleyhumane.org to start the adoption process.
(Photo courtesy of Valley Humane)
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Tri-Valley Haven Brings Gift-Giving Back to 3,000 People

By Ruth Roberts

Tri-Valley Haven (TVH)
recently played Santa to
more than 3,000 recipients of
the group’s holiday gift-giv-
ing program. The annual
event returned to its tradi-
tional model following a lull
during the COVID years.

“This year we were
thrilled to go back to provid-
ing gifts for our families,”
said Christine Dillman, ex-
ecutive director of Tri-Val-
ley Haven, who noted that
TVH gave out gift cards
in lieu of presents during
COVID. “The families got
to shop for free and select
the gifts that were right for

them and their children. We
also gave out rolls of wrap-
ping paper to each family
along with holiday food.”
Those 3,000 recipients
could be individuals or fam-
ilies, and current or past cli-
ents of TVH, or individuals
who had never made use of
TVH’s services before.
Dillman said that the
need for holiday assistance
was significantly higher than
in years past and praised the
community for their gener-
ous donations. Individuals
interested in the program
signed up to be part of the
holiday gift-giving in ad-
vance and then during a few
days in December they were

invited to select gifts and
assorted items to create their
own holiday magic.
However, she added, the
demand for help is ongoing.
“We will still need gifts af-
ter the holidays for the families
in our shelters, and gift cards
or cash donations are much
appreciated,” said Dillman.
For more than four de-
cades, Tri-Valley Haven
has provided safe refuge
for individuals and their
families working to rebuild
their lives while recovering
from physical and mental
abuse and homelessness.
The nonprofit organization
has strengthened people’s
lives by building a culture of

personal empowerment for
the vulnerable population.

There are many stories,
Dillman said, of success,
support and hope.

“One recent story is of a
TVH resident who had just
had a baby with her abuser
and was feeling scared and
trapped,” Dillman shared.
“She felt there was no way
of leaving her abuser with
an infant and a teenager. She
was referred to Tri-Valley
Haven through an agen-
cy but was also worried
about the conditions she was
bringing her newborn into.
She’d heard rumors about
shelters being unsafe and
unsanitary places to live.”

But when the resident
arrived at Tri-Valley Hav-
en’s emergency shelter she
and her teenage son were
overcome with joy. They
couldn’t believe, said Dill-
man, that they were going to
have their own room with a
private bathroom — and for
the first time in a long time
she felt safe.

“She told her case man-
ager multiple times that she
was grateful for the accom-
modations,” said Dillman.
“Because of TVH she was
able to leave her abuser and
feel safe while processing
all the trauma she’d en-
dured. She graduated from
our program and is currently

safe and self-sufficient.”

Another client came
into TVH’s domestic vio-
lence program through a
24-hour crisis hotline on
the group’s website.

“We were able to provide
a safe, emergency shelter
and her abuser was not able
to track her while she was
at Tri-Valley Haven,” said
Dillman. “So, for the first
time in years, she felt peace.
She was able to work full-
time while in our program.
She graduated and moved
into her own, safe apartment
with her two daughters.”

To donate or for more
information, visit https://
trivalleyhaven.org.

Blacksmith Square Buildings to Open in Summer 2025

By Vivien Wenneker

The expansion of the
Blacksmith Square retail
project in downtown Liver-
more will reach an import-
ant milestone next summer

when two out of the three
new buildings will be open
and ready for occupation.

The two buildings will
add 13,200 square feet
of new retail and restau-
rant space to Blacksmith

'

Livermore Police officers, professional staff and

volunteers participated in the 28th Annual Holiday
Lights & Sounds Parade on Dec. 7. (Photo courtesy of the
Livermore Police Department)

Square, according to Otis
Nostrand, project manag-
er for Red Bear Property
Management, the owner of
Blacksmith Square.

An expanded outdoor
courtyard with a stage for
live entertainment and fire
pits around the existing
shops will also open by
summer of 2025. How-
ever, the third, three-sto-
ry steel frame building,
which includes plans for
a second-story restaurant
and a rooftop seating and
dining area overlooking
Stockmen’s Park below,
will not be finished until
the end of 2025.

Additionally, the
452-space parking garage
on L Street, which began
construction in fall 2022, is
also now expected to open
by the spring/summer of
2025. The garage’s open-
ing is timed to correspond
to the opening of the two
buildings, said Stephanie
Egidio, spokesperson for
the City of Livermore.

The garage will include
ADA, electric vehicle and
bicycle spaces. According
to the City of Livermore
website, the garage will
also include signs dis-
playing real-time parking
availability.

Nostrand says that
the two new buildings in
Blacksmith Square (re-

988 Crisis Lifeline Available

Cities in the Tri-Valley
area are reminding residents
that the 988 Suicide & Crisis
Lifeline is available to call at
any time.

On its webpage, Dublin
notes that the holidays can
be stressful for many people,

including military veterans,
those who have recently lost
family members, or those
who struggle daily with
mental health issues.

The nationwide, 24-hour
988 system went into effect
in 2022 and can connect

callers to the nearest crisis
center for immediate coun-
seling and referral to a local
mental health service.

More than 200 crisis cen-
ters are part of the network.

For more information, go
to 988lifeline.org.

Lions Club Reveals 2025 Theme
For Student Speaker Contest

The Livermore Lions
Club will hold its annual
Student Speaker Contest
on Sunday, Feb. 16, with
the winner advancing to the
next level in the statewide
competition.

The theme for the 2025
contest is “Artificial Intelli-
gence: Friend or Foe?”
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The contest is open to
Tri-Valley high school stu-
dents who will be asked to
give 5- to 10-minute speeches.

Students who win during
the first two stages of the
five-level California Li-
ons Clubs Student Speaker
competition will win cash
awards.

Hl' '__

RO OF A PR

|

Winners at the district,
area and state championship
levels will receive scholar-
ships worth $4,500, $6,500
and $10,000 respectively.

Students will deliver the
same speech as they advance.

For more information or
to enter the local contest, call
805-405-8742.

ferred to as buildings no.
3 and no. 4 in planning
documents) will surround
the original Blacksmith
shop building on the corner
of Railroad and Livermore
avenues.

Those buildings are
one-story, wood frame
buildings, whereas build-
ing no. 5 requires more
time to build, Nostrand
said.

The two existing build-
ings (referred to as build-
ings no. 1 and no. 2.) house
Swirl on the Square, Tap 25
and Sweet Hope Naturals,
and will serve as a design
reference point for the new
buildings.

While the construction
for building no. 5 on the
corner of Livermore Av-
enue and Veterans Way
is still in the beginning
stages, Nostrand said that
with weather permitting,
the project will continue to
move forward as expected.

“The city and the Liv-
ermore Downtown team
have been great partners in
keeping our project mov-
ing forward,” Nostrand
said. “They’ve helped us
keep downtown businesses

up to date on progress, as
well as providing support
to our existing tenants. |
think it’s important to re-

mind the community to vis-
it our current Blacksmith
Square businesses while
we’re under construction.”

Linda Diaz Futral

Broker/Realtor

925.980.3561
linda@lindafutral.com

www.lindafutral.com
License #01257605
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Pleasanton Schools Brace for Budgetary Reserve Shortfall

By Ruth Roberts

The Pleasanton Unified
School District (PUSD)
board, in a 4-0 vote, unan-
imously approved the dis-
trict’s first interim budget
report with a qualified cer-
tification during its regu-
lar meeting on Dec. 12. A
qualified certification means
that the district may not
meet the Alameda County
School Board’s requirement
to maintain 3% reserves for
2024-’25 and the following
two years.

“A qualified certification
is a red flag,” said Ahmad
Sheikholeslami, the dis-
trict’s assistant superinten-
dent of business services. “It
is telling us that we need to
be careful and that we need
to make certain changes ...
This report is a reflection of

our budget (from the end
of October) and it tells us
that we may not meet our
required 3% reserves. We
are estimating we will end
the year at 2.94%.”

Sheikholeslami added
that the 3% reserve is the
minimum required by the
county but is far from op-
timal for a school district.

“A 3% reserve will only
sustain a district for 10
working days; beyond that,
the district will run out of
money,” Sheikholeslami
said.

Maintaining only the
minimum reserve level falls
short of the ideal situation,
he added. “Best practices
would be 10%.”

Skeikholeslami added
that PUSD’s financial sit-
uation is due to several
factors including declining

enrollment and the loss of
one-time funding during the
pandemic, plus the rising
cost of benefits for retired
staff and no school bonds to
offset costs.

“Revenues are not keep-
ing up with expenditures
and the pandemic dollars
helped mask that,” said
Skeikholeslami. “As a re-
sult, we have been going
into savings to balance the
budget.”

According to the staff
report, the district’s total
First Interim General Fund
revenue is $208.7 million,
of which $39.3 million, or
18.8%, is from restricted
sources. The district de-
pends heavily on state fund-
ing, with the Local Control
Funding Formula (LCFF)/
Property Tax making up
78.6% of the total income.

The district’s total pro-
jected General Fund expen-
ditures are $215.4 million,
which is a 6.5% decrease
from the previous fiscal
year when it peaked at about
$230 million. About 85%
of district expenditures are
allocated to salaries and
benefits. This percentage
has increased from prior
years due to increases in
salaries and medical bene-
fits as well as the spending
down of one-time funds.
To maintain the minimum
3% reserve, the district will
need to make $5.56 million
in reductions in 2025-°26
and another $222,000 in
2026-"27.

The first interim report
is one of two updates to the
district’s 2024-’25 Adopted
Budget. The board of trust-
ees was required to certify

the budget for the current
and two following fiscal
years when the budget was
adopted in June, and during
the two interim reporting
periods in December and
March. Since June, when
the budget was adopted, the
state enacted its 2024-°25
budget, PUSD’s financials
for the prior fiscal year were
closed out and balances
carried forward into the
current year.

According to district
staff, those updates now in-
clude changes to beginning
balances from the 2023-"24
unaudited actuals (financial
reports that summarize a
school district’s financial
activities for a fiscal year
before they are audited) and
any carryover funds, staffing
costs, increased health ben-
efit costs and expenditures

The Bankhead Theater to Host Last of Holiday Shows

The Livermore Valley
Arts (LVA) lineup of holiday
shows to end the season at
the Bankhead Theater will
welcome the klezmer-rock
band Mostly Kosher on
Monday, Dec. 23, and con-
clude with Jeff Bordes and

Friends on New Years Eve.

Mostly Kosher is a sev-
en-piece klezmer-rock band
that fuses ritual Jewish in-
strumentation with rock
‘n roll.

The show will reflect a
history of modern protest

music, tracing the themes of
social justice, human dignity
and mutual understanding.
LVA s also calling the show
a “pre-Chanukah Party”
with dreidels, gelt, and do-
nut holes for everyone in the
audience.

Jazz trumpeter Jeff Bordes will ring in the New Year at the Bankhead Theater on
Wednesday, Dec. 31. Tickets for the 8 p.m. show start at $100. (Photo courtesy of Jeff

Bordes)
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Tickets to the 7:30 p.m.
show start at $25.

Jazz trumpeter Jeff Bor-
des, a 1997 graduate of the
Berklee College of Music
in Boston, will take the
stage on New Year’s Eve.
Bordes is a local favorite,
having launched his career
as a teenager growing up
in Pleasanton. He has been
playing since his early years
with such esteemed artists as
Jon Faddis, Branford Marsa-
lis, Alex Acuna, Giovanni
Hidalgo, Tom Petty, Steve
Earle, Stevie Nicks, among
many others. In addition to
performing, Bordes teaches
jazz in the Bay Area and is
a freelance writer.

Tickets for the 8 p.m.
show, “Jeff Bordes and
Friends: Swinging in the
New Year,” start at $100.

LVA will also hold a Win-
ter Break Art Camp for kids
ages 6 to 15 at the Bothwell
Arts Center, 2466 Eighth
St., Livermore Dec 30, 31,
2024 and Jan 2 and 3, 2025.
10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. for $280.
Scholarships are available.

Tickets for all shows and
events are available online
at livermorearts.org, at the
Bankhead box office, or by
calling 925-373-6800.

from Proposition 28 (which
provides art and music fund-
ing). Updates also include
an increase to employees’
estimated cost of living
adjustments for 2025-°26,
from 2.93% to 2.46%; revi-
sions to the budget based on
special education staffing;
staffing increases to the
district’s transitional kinder-
garten program, and other
reductions if they become
necessary for 2025-°26 and
2026-"27.

The board will revisit its
adjustments to the budgets
in January when Governor
Gavin Newsom releases the
state’s proposed budget.

To view the entire report,
visit bit.ly/3ZGrsXo.
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" EDITORIAL

The Region Is Poised to Become a Center of Innovation

2025 is going to be an auspi-
cious year for the future of our
economy. A new administration
in Washington, D.C., is promising
to upend numerous financial and
political systems and structures that
we have long depended on. At the
same time, Gov. Newsom and the
new legislature in Sacramento are
looking for ways to safeguard the
progress we’ve made on emission
reductions, clean technology, trans-
portation, and electrification.

It’s impossible to predict what
will happen on the national front,
but California is in a prime posi-
tion to keep moving forward. The
Tri-Valley’s new state senator, Jerry
McNerney, is going to Sacramento
with 16 years of experience crafting
policy as a member of Congress.
And his fields of expertise — Al
development, transportation policy,
clean power — are areas of growing
capacity in this region.

The twin research powerhouses
of Lawrence Livermore National

Laboratory (LLNL) and Sandia
National Laboratories showcase
projects in many fields: nuclear
defense, drug development, artifi-
cial intelligence, supercomputers,
advanced materials manufacturing,
high energy physics, decarboniza-
tion, and so on.

But it’s hard to overstate the im-
portance of achieving sustainable
fusion power. Fusion is the same
process that causes the sun to shine.
Capturing that power promises
a future of electricity generation
without carbon emissions here on
Earth. LLNL researchers passed a
major milestone for the first time in
2022, once they achieved a reaction
that produced more energy than was
needed to initiate it.

There are still obstacles to
confront, not least of which is the
economics of fusion: the costs of
producing the fuel pellets and the
requisite power to initiate fusion
ignition needs to drop by several
orders of magnitude to make com-

mercial fusion a reality. We are
still a decade away, at least, from
affordable fusion power.

The real economic impact of the
labs can be measured in their abil-
ity to spin off their research to the
private sector. Approximately $7.1
billion has been invested in fusion
projects worldwide, most of it in the
form of private capital, according to
the Fusion Energy Association, a
trade group comprising dozens of
private companies.

That includes more than $100
million invested so far in Liver-
more’s Longview Fusion Energy
Systems, which is developing an
electricity generating plant based
on the same inertial confinement
fusion demonstrated successfully
at the lab. Founded by a former
LLNL project manager, the com-
pany hopes to have a commer-
cially viable product available in
the 2030s.

But we’re also moving for-
ward as a region on several other

fronts — on hydrogen power,
for example: It forms the back-
bone of the coming Valley Link
rail system, connecting the San
Joaquin Valley to the Bay Area
through the Tri-Valley. McNer-
ney helped shepherd the initial
phases of that project through
Congress, and U.S. Rep. Mark
DeSaulnier, whose district in-
cludes Dublin and Contra Costa
County, has been continuing that
work. DeSaulnier recently ob-
tained a $3 million appropriation
for the Livermore Amador Valley
Transportation Authority to build
another hydrogen storage tank for
emissions-free buses.

The future is always uncertain.
But there’s a lot we can do to try to
shape that future for the benefit of
our region, our state and the world.
The Tri-Valley is in a good position
to help guide that development.
You could even say that the future
in the Tri-Valley is bright — as
bright as the sun.
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MAILBOX

Mailbox Guidelines:

Opinions voiced in letters
published in Mailbox are
those of the author and do not

they deserve.

reduce my carbon footprint
and give my hardworking
friends the peaceful life

to the effort to MOVE the
Eden Housing complex to
somewhere north of Rail-
road Avenue — possibly to

Lebanon has been ruth-
lessly bombed by IDF
(Israel Defense Forces).
More than 80,000 pounds

unanimous

Soules, he found “almost

moving Eden Housing...”
In other

company executives.

support for when the hedge fund man-
ager who was at the bell
words, Mr. ringing ceremony says the

So

necessarily reflect the opinion
of The Independent. Anony-
mous letters will not be pub-
lished. All letters are required
to have the name(s) of the
person(s) submitting them,
city of residence and phone
number, for verification pur-
poses. Letters may not con-
tain  advertising. Abusive
letters and letters containing
ad hominem attacks may be
rejected or edited. Letters are
subject to verification and
may be edited for clarity at
the discretion of the editor:
We reserve the right to decide
whether or not the letter will
be published. Headings for
all letters may be edited at
the discretion of the editor to
properly reflect their content.
A headline will be added to
letters received without one.
Frequent letter writers may
have publication of their let-
ters delayed or not run at all.
Letters should be limited to
400 words or less and should
be sent by email to letters@
independentnews.com or sub-
mitted using the form below.
The letters to the editor dead-
line is Monday at 8 am. If
you wish to submit a letter
pertaining to a special event
or meeting taking place on
a Monday before any given
Thursday print edition — and
you would like your letter to
run that week — please con-
tact the editor (newsroom(@
independentnews.com)  as
soon as possible on Monday
to discuss the content and
publication options. Other-
wise, all letters submitted
after 8 a.m. on Monday must
hold until the following week.

Santa’s Gone Vegan!
Lucas Nelson, Livermore

Dear Friends,

This year, I'm embrac-
ing the spirit of giving in a
new way — [’ve gone veg-
an! After centuries of milk
and cookies, I’ve decid-
ed it’s time to swap dairy
for creamy oat or almond
milk and enjoy plant-based
cookies. My decision is
about more than snacks.
I’'m also retiring my rein-
deer and upgrading to an
eco-friendly electric sled to

Going vegan improves
my health, helps fight cli-
mate change, and saves
thousands of animals each
year. It’s a gift to myself,
the planet, and all living
beings. If I can make this
change, anyone can!

This Christmas, I’ll be
spreading compassion
along with cheer — and |
hope you’ll join me in cre-
ating a kinder world. It’s
easier than ever to go veg-
an.

Warm wishes for a joyful
and compassionate season!

Yours truly,

Ol’ St. Nick

Please Just Stop
Bruce Fiedler, Dublin

The day before Thanks-
giving, I hurried out early
in the morning to see if the
sky had fallen. After all,
those in opposition to the
construction of the Pleas-
anton Costco had for seven
years predicted traffic and
pollution and who knows
what other calamities if the
store was allowed to open.
It opened. The sun still
shone.

Those in opposition
brought lawsuits and there
was a public vote, and in
the end, there was a new
Costco in Pleasanton. One
result of the delay was a
50% increase in cost (The
Independent, Dec. 12, p.2).
Also, Dublin and Pleasan-
ton Costco members had to
drive an additional fourteen
miles to and from Danville
or Livermore for those
seven years. Talk about in-
creased traffic!

I suspect that those re-
sponsible for the delay
might possibly have been
the owners of gas stations
along Hopyard Road who
did not want customers opt-
ing for lower-priced Costco
gas.

This episode brings to
mind another endeavor that
has long been approved,
but has been delayed, de-
layed, delayed in much the
same manner, but in Liv-
ermore. Of course, I refer

= fnalependent

INLAND VALLEY PUBLISHING CO.
PUBLISHER: Joan Kinney Seppala
EDITOR: Chris Winters

Independent, 2250 First St., Livermore, CA 94550.

ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER: David T. Lowell (In Memoriam)
EDITOR: Janet Armantrout (In Memoriam)

THE INDEPENDENT (USPS 300) is published every Thursday by Inland Valley Publishing Company, 2250 First
St., Livermore, CA 94550; (925)243-8000. Mailed at Periodical Postage Prices at the Livermore Post Office
and additional entry office: Pleasanton, CA 94566-9998. THE INDEPENDENT is mailed upon request. For more
information or to sign up visit www.independentnews.com. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The

Advertising and subscription rates may be obtained by calling (925)243-8000
during regular business hours or by emailing info@independentnews.com.

Editorial information may be

by emailing edi

1ews.com

www.independentnews.com

Martinez?

I have looked for anoth-
er suitable location that has
the same easy access to
grocery stores, transporta-
tion, and local shops. Ab-
sent condemning a block
of houses or businesses — a
move sure to be opposed
by people being turfed out
of their homes or liveli-
hood — I don’t think it can
happen.

I am a regular reader of
the Mailbox, and as far as
I can see, not one of the
MOVers has actually iden-
tified a better location for
this kind of housing, nor
discovered the significant
additional funds neces-
sary to accomplish such a
change. By delaying con-
struction, they have guar-
anteed that, like Costco,
it will cost lots more and
possibly eliminate this as
a housing choice for that
group of people it was de-
signed to serve.

So, MOVers, you need
to come up with a new ad-
dress and a benevolent con-
tributor to donate all that
extra money. But if this is
all just a smoke screen and
an effort to keep certain
persons out of Livermore,
then please just stop.

Christmas in Gaza,
Palestine, Israel, and
the Levant

Gregg Scott, Livermore

As America and the
West celebrate the joys of
Christmas, the horror show
of the Israeli genocide and
ethnic eradication in Gaza,
and the Levant war battles,
continue after brutal Hamas
attacks on October 7, 2023.
Presently, in the conflagra-
tion, more than a hundred
Palestinian  civilians
predominantly women and
children — may be killed in
Gaza on any single day and
northern Gaza hasn’t re-
ceived any food shipments
in more than sixty days.
There is little to be cheery
about for Palestinians,
and little outrage relative
to the inhumanity of their
treatment, which the Unit-
ed States has supported. Is
this in accordance with the
teachings of Jesus?

Bethlehem, located in
the illegally Israeli occu-
pied West Bank Area A,
was the biblical birthplace
of Jesus. What would Jesus
think about the huge razor
wire-topped concrete walls
of apartheid, in His place of
birth, separating the illegal
Israeli settlers from the Pal-
estinians?

of explosives were used
on a city block to kill the
Hezbollah leader Hassah
Nasrallah, with essentially
no regard for the myriad ci-
vilian deaths that occurred.
For the most part, Amer-
icans could care less. Try
to watch a YouTube video
of the catastrophe in Gaza,
the West Bank, and Leba-
non and it will be probably
censored from viewing. We
are not allowed to see the
truth of this death and de-
struction in the land of free
speech and freedom of the
press?

Israel will allow no
ceasefire in Gaza. If there
was, the world couldn’t be
stopped from entering and
seeing the war criminality
of the genocide and ethnic
elimination. Already, IDF
has killed more than 137
journalists. and imprisoned
43 of them. Those incarcer-
ated join the greater than
10,000 Palestinians that
are essentially hostages —
some as young as 12-years-
old or younger — who can
be killed, maimed, tor-
tured, and/or raped in their
detainment. The United
States, being on the United
Nations Security Council,
once again recently vetoed
a ceasefire in Gaza. The
sadistic inhumanity of the
killing, wounding, starva-
tion, and denial of other
essential needs is beyond
words.

“Peace” and “Good Will”
ignore the Palestinians, who
had nothing to do with the
Holocaust, where six mil-
lion Jews were murdered by
Europeans. In 1947-1948,
750,000 Palestinians were
forced from their homes,
and few of those, including
Christian Palestinians, ever
returned — even for Christ-
mas.

Responding to Thomas
Soules
David Jonas, Pleasanton

In a letter to The Inde-
pendent, Thomas Soules
says he’s “very disappoint-
ed” that Kristie Wang, his
victorious opponent in the
D4 City Council race, stat-
ed that voters she engaged
with while campaigning
“expressed a lot of interest
in seeing our city move for-
ward with its plan (down-
town),” including Eden
Housing.

Mr. Soules is disappoint-
ed with Ms. Wang because
her assertion is at odds with
the sentiment Mr. Soules
claims voters expressed
to him. According to Mr.

Soules insinuates that Ms.
Wang misrepresented what
voters told her. He even
goes so far as to suggest
that Ms. Wang must have
campaigned “on a different
planet.”

Those who know Ms.
Wang give more credence
to the possibility that she
is an extra-terrestrial than
she is lying. Mr. Soules can
rest assured that Ms. Wang
is entirely of this world
and possesses unassailable
earthly integrity.

The election outcome of-
fers the ultimate attestation
of which candidate’s Eden
Housing messaging reso-
nated more sympathetical-
ly with D4 voters. To put
it kindly, Mr. Soules lost
to Ms. Wang by a decisive
margin.

Mr. Soules also states
that the recent EH court
ruling offers “a chance for
the new council to listen to
the people,” thereby am-
plifying the oft-repeated,
extremely egocentric belief
that MEH are “the people,”
when in fact they are a few
people among many others
with opposing views.

Unless, of course, Ms.
Wang is being untruthful.
Or needs to phone home.

A Long Four Years
Ward Kanowsky, Pleasanton

We’re more than a month
away from the inauguration
and our president-elect and
Time Magazine’s Person
of the Year is wasting no
time in retreating from the
signature promise that put
him into office: “I’d like to
bring them (prices) down.
It’s hard to bring things
down once they’re up. You
know, it’s very hard.” It was
just last August, at his New
Jersey golf course next to a
table of groceries, that our
future president vowed,
“Prices will come down.
They’ll come down and
they’ll come down fast.”

Shortly after breaking
from his key commitment
to the working class vot-
ers who got him elected,
the next billionaire leader
of the free world appeared
at the opening bell of the
New York Stock Exchange
where he promised Wall
Street that he would cut
corporate  taxes, again,
from 21% to 15%. (He cut
them from 35% in his first
term.) And just to remind
everyone — the first tax
cut did not trickle down to
workers and their families.
It went into the pockets of
wealthy stockholders and

new tax cut will raise wag-
es and increase job growth,
I would urge skepticism.

Donald Trump, our next
president, sticking it to the
working class while lifting
up big corporations and his
billionaire buddies. Sound
familiar? He’s just getting
started and he hasn’t even
stepped foot into the Oval
Office yet. It’s going to be
a long four years.

Doesn’t the Election
Count?
Steve Goods, Livermore

I read with some per-
plexity Mr. Soules letter in
the Independent (Dec. 12,
2024) where he bemoans
the position of the new
District 4 Council member
with respect to downtown
development. He suggest-
ed that Kristie Wang “must
have engaged folks on a
different planet® than he
did.

No, Mr. Soules, she
walked the neighborhoods
just like you and engaged
District 4 residents such as
myself. I attended two of
her outreach meetings and
most all of the many dozens
of people who were present
expressed either outright
support for the City’s on-
going efforts to complete
the downtown plans or at
least to get on with it and
to be done with the un-
ending legal roadblocks
thrown up by a handful of
deep-pocketed individuals
who hide behind (and fund)
an ever-increasing num-
ber of three letter “citizens
groups” that recycle the
same tired issues.

Mr. Soules, you lost the
District 4 seat by 23 per-
centage points. Does that
not suggest something to
you about how the dis-
trict residents actually feel
about the principal issue
you ran on?

Japanese Atomic
Bombing Survivors Group
Wins Nobel Peace Prize
Dasha Orel, Livermore

Dec. 10 was Human
Rights Day, and Liver-
more-based Tri-Valley
CAREs would like to pub-
licly congratulate the Nihon
Hidankyo, a Hibakusha
group, who was awarded
this year’s Nobel Peace
Prize in October by the Nor-
wegian Nobel Committee.

This is especially sig-
nificant to our local com-
munity: Tri-Valley CAREs
has been organizing an an-
nual commemoration for

(See MAILBOX, page 5)
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EVENT CENTER

(Continued from front page)

Visit Tri- Valley has proposed bundlng a 5 000-seat event center to draw in major
sporting events, and also serve as an arts and culture hub for the Tri-Valley. The group
plans to build the facility in Dublin. (Image courtesy of Visit Tri-Valley)

will host high-profile sports
tournaments, entertainment
events and corporate gath-
erings, as well as retail and
community-gathering op-
portunities.

“We are thrilled that Visit
Tri-Valley has chosen Dub-
lin as the future home of
their state-of-the-art Multi-
Use Event Center,” Mi-
chael McCorriston, Dublin’s
mayor, said in a statement.
“This facility will not only
enhance our city’s standing
as a premier destination for
sports, entertainment, and

corporate events, but also
bring significant economic
benefits to local businesses
and communities through-
out the entire Tri-Valley.
We look forward to seeing
this vision come to life and
welcoming visitors from
near and far.”

The cost of the project
and how it will be paid for
are yet to be determined,
said Farhad, who added that
the funding of the project
will be a collaborative effort
among stakeholders and is
set to be announced during

the third phase of the proj-
ect. Phases 1 and 2, which
are now completed, were
expected to be presented to
the Dublin City Council on
Tuesday, Dec. 17, after this
article’s deadline.

Phase | includes the
feasibility study and mar-
ket research plan drawn up
by a 22-member steering
committee and including
more than 100 interviews
as part of the project’s
5-Year Destination Strate-
gic Plan. Phase 2 offers a
rough estimate of the costs

Boosters to Hold Its 16th Annual
Fundraising Race to the Flagpole

The Livermore-Grana-
da Boosters, a nonprofit
organization that supports
athletic programs at Liv-
ermore and Granada high
schools, will host the 16th
annual Race to the Flagpole
on Saturday, Jan. 25.

The annual fundraiser
will include a 5K run/
walk, a 10K run, and a
I-mile fun run through the
850-acre Sycamore Grove
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Park in Livermore.

The event is open to run-
ners and walkers of all ages
and ability and features an
opening ceremony with the
VFW Post 7265 color guard
at Independence Park, just
north of Sycamore Grove.
Check-in for runners and
walkers at Independence
Park is 6:45 a.m., with the
10K run starting off at 8:45

m., the 5K run/walk at

¥
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9 a.m., and the fun run at
10:15 am.

All participants will re-
ceive a commemorative
T-shirt, medal and post-
race refreshments. This
year’s shirt design features
a tribute to Livermorium,
the element discovered at
Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory.

To register, go to liver-
moregranadaboosters.org.

of the project, and details
on all potential site loca-
tions that had been under
consideration.

Dublin Mayor-elect
Sherry Hu praised the plans
for the proposed center and
the opportunities it will offer
Dublin and the Tri-Valley.

“Thanks to Visit Tri-Val-
ley for their incredible out-
reach work for the region,”
Hu said. “This project will
bring more activities for our
residents, exciting events,
new visitors, and fantas-
tic opportunities for local
businesses. Together, we’re
taking Dublin to the next
level. As the new mayor, I'm
thrilled to partner with Visit
Tri-Valley to turn this vision
into a reality.”

In the coming weeks,
VTV will be pursuing a
Memorandum of Under-
standing with the City of
Dublin in collaboration with
Alameda County.

For more information,
visit bit.ly/4fgfwds.

MAILBOX

(Continued from page 4)

the bombing of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki for the past
30 years at the gates of
the Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory. This
event is upheld in order to
keep the lessons of the past
alive in our neighborhoods,
and to pay respects for
those who have suffered.
At the Laboratory, nuclear
weapons are actively being
developed; the very same
that Nihon Hidankyo says
pose a danger by their very
existence.

This long overdue prize
commemorates the Hibaku-
sha for their decades-long
effort towards peace, and
a nuclear-free world. With
the increase of nuclear ar-
senals across the globe,
many of the Hibakusha —
some well in their 90s —
fear that their histories may
be lost to time. This Nobel
Peace Prize, given 79 years
since the initial bombing
of Hiroshima and Naga-
saki took place, serves as
a reminder of the Second

World War, and the viscer-
al, gut-wrenching reality
that Japan experienced.

“I am infinitely saddened
and angered that the ‘nu-
clear taboo’ threatens to
be broken,” noted Tanaka,
one of three chairpersons of
Hidankyo, referring to the
thousands of ready-to-launch
warheads. Under the guise of
keeping peace and earning
global recognition, many
countries — including the
United States — have been
actively preparing and stock-
piling nuclear weapons.

A budget for over $125
billion has been funneled
into America’s latest weap-
ons project: the Sentinel.
This plan, which consists of
revamping all 450 ICBMs
belonging to Minuteman
111, is presumed to be near
completion in 2030. While
the Nihon Hidankyo warn
us about the dangers of nu-
clear arsenals, our country
is simultaneously outlining
fresh plans to increase the
stockpile.
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Season of Light: Dublin High School invited the community to the lighting of its 70-foot-
tall sequoia tree on the school grounds on Wednesday, Dec. 11. A student group also
organized a ceremony welcoming the Lunar New Year for the Asian student body.

(Photo — Doug Jorgensen)

Editor of a Local Art Association
Newsletter Retiring after 38 Years

Norma Webb is stepping
down after 38 years as editor
of The Portfolio, a local arts
newsletter published by the
Livermore Art Association
(LAA) and Pleasanton Art
League.

An artist herself, Webb is
known for her paintings of
Livermore Valley’s rolling
hills and lush landscapes,
several of which are on
display at the Livermore Art
Association Gallery in the

Carnegie Building.

She also co-founded
the LAA’s annual outdoor
painting event, “Paint Liv-
ermore.”

This month will be her
last newsletter.

Children’s Theater to Present Matinee
Fairy Tale Musical Revue at Firehouse

Audience members are
encouraged to wear their
favorite ugly sweaters and
over-the-top holiday attire
for a matinee showing of the
musical revue “Once Upon a
Time Step” at the Firehouse
Arts Center in Pleasanton on
Sunday, Dec. 22.

The film, featuring song
and dance numbers from
“Cinderella,” “Aladdin and
the Lamp,” “That’s Our Snow
White,” “and “Jack and the
Beanstalk,” will be followed
by alive show with Santa and
his elves presented by the East
Bay Children’s Theater.

Tickets to the 2 p.m. pre-
sentation are $23 for adults
and $17 for children 12 and
under. Tickets are available
online at firchousearts.org.

The film and stage show
will last about 60 minutes.
There will also be a prize for
the ugliest sweater.

Water Agencies Host Conservation
Art Contest for Tri-Valley Students

Several local water
agencies are sponsoring the
first-ever Water Conserva-
tion Art Contest for students
in kindergarten through high
school.

The contest is sponsored
by the Zone 7 Water Agency,
California Water Service,
Dublin San Ramon Services
District, and the cities of
Livermore and Pleasanton.

It is open to students liv-
ing in or attending a school
in Livermore, Dublin, Pleas-
anton, or the Dougherty
Valley area of San Ramon.

The theme for the inau-
gural competition is “Hab-
itat Heroes: Transforming
Lawns into Vibrant Native
Gardens.”

Organizers encouraged
students to let their imagi-
nation “go wild” by creating
artwork “showcasing how
replacing thirsty lawns with
California native plants can
conserve water, support bio-
diversity, and build healthier
habitats.”

“This contest empowers
students to use their cre-
ativity to inspire change in
our community,” said Zone
7 General Manager Valerie
Pryor. “By creating art that
showcases the beauty and
benefits of native gardens,
students will help inspire
families to consider replac-
ing their lawns with sustain-
able habitats that conserve
water and support local wild-
life, encouraging a deeper
connection to the environ-
ment, and a lasting impact on
water conservation.”

Students can submit vi-
sual artwork of any form,
according to contest orga-

nizers, including painting,
drawing, ceramics or sculp-
ture, digital illustration,
video or animation, and
photography. Entries must
be no larger than 24 inches
square.

The deadline to submit
entries is March 3.

In April, members of the
Tri-Valley community will
have an opportunity to vote
for a grand prize winner
from among contest final-
ists. The grand prize winner
will receive an iPad.

All finalists’ artwork
will be on display at public
locations throughout the
Tri-Valley in May for “Wa-
ter Awareness Month.”

The Water Conservation
Art Contest began as a col-
laboration between Liver-
more and California Water
Service. This is the first
year the contest has been
expanded to encompass the
entire Tri-Valley area.

For more information, go
to https://bit.ly/3VHNtnC.

Last year’s winning art was created by Annapoorani
Amarnath at Mendenhall Middle School. (Photo courtesy

of Zone 7 Water Agency)

MCNERNEY

(Continued from front page )

erated pace of Al develop-
ment. As of 2024, at least
40 bills have been proposed
in Congress addressing
various facets of AI. While
in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, McNerney
was the co-chair of the
Congressional Al Caucus
and co-sponsored the Al in
Government Act of 2020,
which was incorporated
into the Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act of 2021
and signed into law by
President Joe Biden. The
legislation authorized the
creation of an “Al Center
of Excellence” within the
U.S. General Services Ad-
ministration to help adopt
Al technology and develop
competency and cohesion
among other government
agencies.

McNerney acknowledg-
es the disruptive nature of
any new technology, and
that legislators will need to
work to mitigate possible
harmful outcomes. “I don’t
want to see Al causing peo-
ple to lose their jobs and
massive dislocations,” he
added. “T want to make sure
that when Al is used that
there are humans involved,
so to speak.”

Related to Al is the pres-
ence of Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory
(LLNL) and Sandia Nation-

al Laboratories in McNer-
ney’s district.

“They have a tremen-
dous amount of expertise in
technology, Al especially,”
he said. “So what I want
to see happen is that kind
of technology spin off into
research and jobs created in
our region.”

Fusion Power Generation

Jerry McNerney

McNerney also sees a
huge opportunity in fusion.

LLNL achieved world-
wide recognition in 2022
for achieving fusion igni-
tion — getting more energy
out of a fusion reaction than
was put into it. The tech-
nique developed at LLNL
is known as inertial confine-
ment fusion; the researchers
fire high-powered lasers at
a tiny spherical fuel pellet,
which forces the hydrogen

atoms to fuse together into
heavier elements and re-
lease energy.

As of 2024, 45 compa-
nies around the world are
developing various tech-
nologies for fusion power
generation, according to the
Fusion Energy Association.
That includes Longview
Fusion Energy Systems in
Livermore, which is build-
ing on the inertial confine-
ment technology developed
at LLNL. The industry has
attracted at least $7.1 bil-
lion in investments, with
most of that coming from
the private sector.

According to McNerney,
“These guys are sniffing an
opportunity to make a good
business in a good indus-
try,” he said, noting that
Sam Altman, the founder of
OpenAl, has invested half
a billion dollars of his own
money in fusion power.

At a recent conference
on fusion power in San
Diego that McNerney or-
ganized, he noted there
was a lot of excitement
about the progress being
made in fusion, despite the
engineering and economic
challenges that come with
the new technology. “I want
to see California become
the fusion energy capital of
the country,” he said.

Satuday, Feb
Tickets (925) 290-7450

Order now before January 31: $75/person, Table of 6 for $420.
All you can eat fresh crab, with pasta, salad, bread and dessert.
No host bar. No outside alcohol.

Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th St., Livermore

Raffles, 50/50 and Silent Auction. Proceeds support Livermore Lions Club charities.
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Electrification and Water
Resource Preservation

Part of the reason why
fusion power is generating
so much excitement is that
Californians are using more
and more electricity, and
the demand is only going to
increase. Fusion power may
be 10 years away before it
can be successfully com-
mercialized, but McNerney
also sees potential in tap-
ping offshore wind power
on the West Coast, which
will likely roll out more
quickly than fusion. Other
opportunities are emerging
with innovative storage
technology to help smooth
over the demand peaks and
troughs in the electrical grid.

In addition to more elec-
tricity, McNerney said we
need to focus on provid-
ing more water for com-
munities, agriculture and
business. It’s expensive to
expand reservoirs or build
more pipelines and storage
tanks, and it’s not clear who
would be willing to foot a
bill in the tens of billions
of dollars. He is optimistic
about solving the problem,

because the subterranean
geology of the San Joaquin
Valley has the potential to
store 1 million acre-feet of
groundwater.

Coupled with more re-
search on desalinization,
and developing more effi-
ciency in water usage, he
believes we will eventually
solve the region’s water
issues.

“I think if we go down
that path, and (develop
more) water use efficiency,
that we will have enough
water. But in the meantime,
we need to figure out how to
get past the next five years.
And that’s a challenge,”
he said.

Tapping Into Regional Strengths

McNerney also hopes
to see the Valley Link hy-
drogen-powered train ser-
vice completed, preferably
during his first term in
Sacramento, to connect San
Joaquin County to the rest
of the Bay Area through the
Tri-Valley. As a member
of Congress, he helped se-
cure funding for the initial
phases of the project, and he

hopes that the project will
be maintained.

“But if the federal gov-
ernment cuts off funding for
that kind of thing, then how
are we going to manage to
move forward?” he asked.

Gov. Gavin Newsom
and the legislature are pre-
paring for that, even if
it’s still unknown to what
extent the state will need
to make up for federal cuts.

“I can tell you that people
don’t want to see California
be hampered by lack of
federal support on these
projects,” McNerney said.
Given the region’s wealth
of intellectual and financial
resources, McNerney sees
the challenge of how to use
those assets to solve the
major problems facing us
today, rising demand for
electricity and water, but
also larger issues like home-
lessness and climate change.

“I think we can make a
difference in the relatively
short term here, but also the
long term,” he said. “Those
are big challenges, and I
think we can get some real
progress on things.”

 fndlependent
We're Hiring:
CIRCULATION
COORDINATOR

Looking for an individual to manage and coordinate the distribution
of our weekly newspaper. The position involves approximately 5 to
10 hours per week. This role requires strong organizational skills,
attention to detail, and excellent customer service abilities.

DUTIES INCLUDE:
* Customer Service

Handling customer inquiries, subscription renewals, cancellations

and complaints regarding delivery issues.

* Subscription Management

Maintaining accurate records of subscribers, processing of

subscriptions, renewals and cancellations.

* Data Analysis

Monitoring and analyzing circulation data to identify trends and improve
distribution efficiency. Must be proficient in Microsoft 365, Outlook,

Word & Excel.

* Circulation Promotion
Assist in circulation campaigns to increase subscriptions and promote

special offers.

Please submit your resume to virginia@independentnews.com
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Umoja Foundation Honors Las
Positas College Program Leader

The Umoja Community
Education Foundation has
awarded Savannah Rich-
ardson, campus program
coordinator at Las Positas
College (LPC), the Program
of the Year Award for 2024.

The Umoja program pro-
vides tutors and faculty sup-
port to ensure that African
American students at the
community college complete
required courses to transfer to
a historically Black four-year
college or university (HBCU)
within one year or transfer to
a California college or univer-
sity in two years.

The Sacramento-based
foundation’s Program of the
Year Award honors a campus
coordinator who demon-
strates exceptional leader-
ship and service in advancing
enrollment and community
engagement within their
program, according to LPC.
There are Umoja programs
at more than 70 community
colleges in the state.

Umoja is the Swahili
word for “unity.”

Richardson, who grew
up in Livermore, earned her
high school diploma through
the San Ramon-based Ven-
ture Independent Studies
program before enrolling at
Las Positas.

She earned a bachelor’s
degree in sociology in 2019
after transferring to the Uni-
versity of California, River-
side, where she was also a
student Umoja ambassador
and secretary for the Umoja
club. After graduating, she
stayed on as an admissions
counselor for the school’s
Black/African American
Recruitment Unit and served
as secretary for Riverside’s
Black Alumni Chapter.

Richardson describes re-
turning to LPC earlier this
year as coordinator for the
school’s Black Cultural Re-
source Center and the Umoja

program as a “full-circle
moment.”

“Being able to lead and
support in the space that I
was advocating for more
than five years ago is an
incredible honor,” Richard-
son said.

Jeanne Wilson, LPC vice
president of student ser-
vices, said Richardson’s
“dedication to fostering a
welcoming, supportive envi-
ronment for Black students
is truly inspiring. Her lead-
ership and passion exempli-
fy what it means to nurture
a community that empowers
students to thrive.”
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Livermore native Savannah Richardson receives the
Umoja Program of the Year Award for leadership. (Photo
courtesy of Las Positas College)

DESAULNIER

(Continued from front page)

So let’s figure out how we
maintain our respect for
not just our differences,
but more importantly, the
people who sent us here,
who are a reflection of those
differences,”” DeSaulnier
said. “In that context, you
can do things.”

A member of the House
Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure,
DeSaulnier said he will con-
tinue to work to bring feder-
al funding to the Tri-Valley
for transit and other projects.
In October, he delivered
a check for more than $3
million to the Livermore
Amador Valley Transit Au-
thority (LAVTA) for an
extra hydrogen fueling tank
to support the authority’s
zero-emission buses.

DeSaulnier also present-
ed a nearly $200,000 check
in October to Dublin of-
ficials to pay for security
cameras around parks and
schools.

He said he will continue
to work to bring federal
dollars to the Tri-Valley for
the Valley Link train system
to connect the San Joaquin
Valley to the Bay Area. He
called the Transportation
and Infrastructure commit-
tee one of the least partisan
in the House.

During President
Trump’s first term, when
the president had control of
both houses of Congress, his
administration tried to pun-
ish urban areas and redirect
transportation funding to
rural locations. DeSaulnier
said he hopes that does not
happen again.

“I’m concerned that
there might be more of
that, but in the long run,
on transportation project
infrastructure, I have a very
good relationship with the
current chair of the commit-
tee, (Missouri Republican)
Sam Graves,” he said. “So,
I’'m hopeful. But I'm also
aware that we went through
some things that were not
so bipartisan the last time
we had this situation,
where they had control of
both houses and the White
House. Having said that, we
did work through a lot of
those things, Republicans
and Democrats.”

DeSaulnier said Repub-
licans “would be foolish” to
make the transit connection
between the San Joaquin
Valley and Bay Area a par-
tisan issue, because it will
benefit residents in both
Democratic and Republi-
can-leaning districts on both
sides of the Altamont Pass.

“The more we can con-
nect the urban areas with
the valley, the better it is
for people who have been
forced out of high-cost
housing areas into the
valley,” the congressman

said. “So my expectation
is that they would not cut
any funding for transit and
transportation in places like
the Altamont Pass.”
Following redistricting
in 2020, DeSaulnier’s pri-
marily Contra Costa County
district absorbed a signif-
icant portion of Dublin.
That meant he inherited FCI
Dublin, the women’s federal
prison scarred by staff sex-
ual abuse of inmates that
resulted in eight criminal
prosecutions. In April, the
Federal Bureau of Pris-
ons closed the facility and
transferred its 605 inmates
to other institutions around
the country. This month, the
bureau announced the prison
will not reopen. A class-ac-
tion lawsuit filed against
the government ended with
a settlement last week that
hopes to protect the former
inmates of FCI Dublin wher-
ever they are in the U.S.
The consent decree must
still be approved by a federal
judge. The agreement will
allow the former inmates
a court-appointed monitor,
attorneys, and counselors to
monitor and report instances

Mark DeSaulnier

of abuse, restore early re-
lease credits lost when the
inmates were transferred,
limit the use of solitary con-
finement as a punishment for
minor disciplinary charges,
and release as many inmates
to halfway houses or home
confinement as soon as pos-
sible, so they will be closer
to their families.
DeSaulnier, who called
for investigations of FCI
Dublin’s sudden closure,
which resulted in turmoil
for many inmates, said that
he will continue to monitor
the Bureau of Prisons. De-
Saulnier said he was con-
cerned that bureau officials
moved inmates out of the
Bay Area to institutions in
rural communities without
strong media presence and
oversight. He said he sus-
pects the problems at FCI
Dublin are endemic within
the federal prison system.
“I think probably the Bu-
reau of Prisons realized that
it’s easier to run a horrible
facility in places where they
don’t have good press, a
very active ACLU and other
nonprofits trying to protect
people’s rights and bringing

lawsuits,” he said. “What
happened in that facility is
unconscionable, and my fear
is that it continues to hap-
pen, and maybe similar or
worse, in other places in the
country. So, there’s a group
of us that are going to stay
on it. I wish we could get
some Republican support,
because we don’t have any
right now.”

DeSaulnier said he be-
lieves his party is ready to
fight for its policies, but it
has to “do something dif-
ferent this time.” He said,
“There doesn’t seem to be
the resistance model this
time, as it was the first time
(Trump) got elected.”

“I’d rather serve in a
more pleasant time,” De-
Saulnier said. “But the coun-
try’s gone through phases
like this, and people of good
conscience in Congress and
around the country (with)
different political perspec-
tives (have) stuck to it and
respected one another.”

He added that Democrats
need to talk to working peo-
ple and not patronize them
or take them for granted.

“I’m not going to at-
tempt to do it. I’'m going
to do it,” he said. “I’'m
just going to get a group
of people who have lots of
labor experience and work-
ing roots to go around the
country and just listen. Go
to union halls in Ohio and
Pennsylvania, Wisconsin,
and just say, ‘OK, we’re just
here to listen. Where did we
screw up? How do we get
you back?’ Because if the
American working class
is not feeling empowered
and positive, our country
doesn’t work.”

recipients.

Sixteen organizations received
quilts this year, according to AVQ,

AVQ Donates 800 Quilts

For the second year in a row, Ama-
dor Valley Quilters (AVQ) has donated
more than 800 handmade quilts to Bay
Area nonprofit organizations.

AVQ members celebrated their
achievement at their annual Holiday
Tea on Saturday, Dec. 14, which in-
cluded a display of many of the quilts
and comments from the nonprofit

including Building Futures with
Women and Children, Eden Hospital,
Family Emergency Shelter Coalition,
Highland Hospital, Livermore Police
Giving Tree Program, Livermore
Horizons, Pleasanton Police, Loved
Twice, Shepherd’s Gate, Sleep in
Heavenly Peace, Stanford Valley Care
Hospital, Tri-Valley Haven, Agape

Villages, Native American Cultural

Center, Pacifica Senior Living and
White Pony Express.

SUBETADEX

(Continued from front page)

in the body for only about
two hours — the patient
could still succumb to the
fentanyl in their system
when the naloxone wears
off. Fentanyl stays in the
body for between two and
four hours.

Subetadex might also be
effective to treat exposure
to other synthetic opioids,
especially carfentanil, the
researchers state.

Up until 2023, LLNL
was provided financial
support for the drug’s de-
velopment from Defense
Threat Reduction Agency
(DTRA). DTRA is a de-
fense and combat support
agency within the U.S.
Department of Defense fo-
cused on countering weap-
ons of mass destruction. Of-
ten the Defense Department
will support research or
programs in other govern-
mental agencies that might
have military applications.

LLNL has patented the
drug, but it will still need
to go to the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration for
approval

After a new drug ap-
plication is approved, it
usually takes about four to
five years for the drug to
reach the market.

“(The timeline for) this
might be shorter. It is a drug
for an acute treatment and
not for a chronic one,” said
Valdez.

LLNL has not identified
any toxic or adverse ef-
fects for subetadex use yet.
Valdez said rapid rollout
and use would easily be
achievable.

“It is quick to manufac-
ture and can be done in a
large-scale production, as
the ingredients are cheap
and commercially avail-
able,” said Valdez.

How Subetadex Works

Subetadex is a host mol-
ecule shaped like a donut.
It traps guests, or smaller
molecules like fentanyl,
inside itself and keeps the
opioid out of the blood-
stream. To avoid becoming
sick, a person must have
a higher concentration of
subetadex than fentanyl in
their blood. The body gets
rid of the subetadex-fentan-
yl pair through urination.

Subetadex has to be ad-
ministered as an injectable
drug, which would require
additional training to those
assisting victims of expo-
sure. In contrast, naloxone
can be administered as
either a nasal spray or an
injectable drug.

Valdez said subetadex

caused no adverse effects
a day after treatment in
animal testing.

The Lab’s Project Goals

LLNL wanted to discov-
er a more effective treat-
ment than naloxone and
develop that substance into
a drug for medical person-
nel and law enforcement
officers dealing with opioid
overdose cases.

Subetadex may come
to market faster than the
usual route. It is similar
to an existing drug called
sugammadex, which is sold
by Merck under the brand
name Bridion and used to
counter some effects of
medical anesthesia. The
lab’s initial toxicity studies
show subetadex’s safety
level is similar to that of
sugammadex.

At present, LLNL does
not envision subetadex as
a tool for long-term addic-
tion management, nor as a

Specializing in the search for

treatment for individuals
who are regularly exposed
to opioids.

“(Subetadex is) more
of an acute-type treatment
than a chronic-type treat-
ment,” Valdez said. “I
would think the guidelines,
especially from the FDA,
would be very different in
both cases. (For long term
use), you would (be) taking
any side effects, as minimal
as they are, into serious
consideration.”

ARROYO
CELLARS

Tasting Room Open:
Saturday: 12 - 5pm,
Sunday: 12 - 5pm,
or by appointment

2270 Research Drive,
Livermore

(925) 292-9157

Runaway Youth, Suicidal Persons

& Missing/Wandering Adults
with Dementia/Alzheimer’s.

11501 Dublin Blvd, #200
Dublin, CA 94568

IGIININETES |

AIR CONDITIONING and HEATING
WE SERVICE ALL MAJOR BRANDS!

Residential &

Serving
The Tri-Valley
Since 1960

Commercial

Lic. #253756

experienced with

SPECIAL NEEDS

All women and children are welcome

Hair Emporium
925-321-9409
6993 Dublin Blvd, Dublin
Mention ad for a 20% discount

Alissa
Madrid

Hairdresser

clients having

Sanitation

Mon.

23

If your
collection
day is:

Livermore We wish you the
happiest of holidays

and a prosperous 2025!

Holiday Service Schedule
CHRISTMAS WEEK & NEW YEAR'S DAY
WEEK:If your regular collection day is
Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday, your
service will be one day later.

DECEMBER 23 - 28, 2024

Wed.

25

Thu.

26

Fri.

27

Tues.

24

Mon.

23

Your Holiday
collection
day will be:

Thu.

26

Fri.

27

Sat.

28

Tues.

24

DEC 30 - JAN 4, 2025
Ifyogr Mon. | Tues. | Wed.; Thu. Fri.
e 130 |3 (123
Your Holiday | Mon. | Tues. Thu. Fri. Sat.
olecion |30 |31 | 2| 3 |4
ay will be:

Holiday Tree

Collectio

Livermore Sanitation will collect
trees from January 6-17, 2025.

PLEASE REMEMBER:

» Putyour tree at the curb by
6am on your regular service
day during the dates listed

above.

» Make sure the stand, lights and
decorations have been removed.

than six feet.

disposal options.

CALL OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION

925-449-7300 www.LivermoreSanitation.com

Cut tall trees into pieces no longer

NOTE: Flocked trees cannot be
composted. Please contact us for

n
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Harvest Park Middle School Honored for Special Education

By Ruth Roberts

Harvest Park Middle
School in Pleasanton has
received top honors for its
innovative and inclusive
approach to special edu-
cation.

The Golden Bell Award,
an annual award presented
by the California School
Board Association, rec-
ognized Harvest Park for
its transformative pro-
gram which fosters equity,
inclusion and academic
success for students with
Individualized Education
Plans (IEPs). An IEP is a
specialized plan for stu-
dents with disabilities.

“When a student comes
to Harvest Park, we want

them to feel safe and in-
spired, which requires
trust,” said Russell Camp-
isi, Harvest Park’s princi-
pal. “Our families have to
believe that we are advo-
cating for them from a po-
sition of high expectations
and care. This entails that
more students, who receive
special education services
and support, would be in
general education settings
at higher rates, experience
improved academic out-
comes, and have greater
connectivity to students
and staff.”

The program, three
years in the making, was a
collaborative effort among
teachers, administrators,
district personnel and fam-

ilies who played an integral
role in the program’s suc-
cess. Renovated special
day classrooms, advanced
professional development
for staff and personalized
support for students creat-
ed a learning environment
of inclusion and support,
which increased the ability
of IEP students to work
alongside their general
education peers in the least
restrictive environment.
The school’s inclusive
practices have led to a
dramatic improvement in
long-term student out-
comes, including increased
opportunities for students
to fulfill A-G requirements
as they transition to high
school. A-G courses com-

prise 15 classes necessary
for college admission.

Meeting A-G require-
ments and high school
graduation requirements
are two separate achieve-
ments. In many Califor-
nia high schools, students
don’t need to complete the
A-G requirements to re-
ceive a high school diplo-
ma. But for those who do
take the A-G courses, said
Anaité Letona, program
supervisor for the Pleasan-
ton Unified School District
(PUSD), the process for at-
tending California colleges
or universities is stream-
lined and better positions
college-bound students for
acceptance.

“When students with

disabilities take classes
that are self-contained
courses, meaning only
students with IEPs are in
the class, those classes are
not transferable to a four-
year university, and it takes
them off the A-G track
unless they take classes
in summer school that
are A-G eligible,” Letona
added. “The self-contained
classes can be used for
diploma credit and a com-
munity college transfer,
but students who want all
options available to them
may not have them when
some or all of their classes
are self-contained.”
According to PUSD
staff, this year nearly 90%
of 6th-grade students with

IEPs at Harvest Park are
learning in general edu-
cation settings for the ma-
jority of their day, which
includes access to electives
and extracurricular activ-
ities.

“We are incredibly
proud of our entire Har-
vest Park community for
their dedication and hard
work that led to this state-
wide honor,” said Maurice
Ghysels, PUSD interim
superintendent. “Fostering
a culture and learning en-
vironments where each of
our students belongs with
equal access to opportunity
is paramount to PUSD and
we are grateful to Harvest
Park for their leadership in
making this possible.”

ADOPTION

(Continued from front page)

$150 to $175 for each
kid,” Mendoza said. Back
then, only the varsity and
junior varsity soccer girls
participated.

On Sunday, Dec. 15,
Mendoza and 60 kids from
LHS Athletics descended
on the Target store in Liver-
more for a shopping spree.

“This year I’ve taken on
my biggest challenge,” she
said. The program now has
triple the number of partici-
pants it had at its inception.
The girls varsity and JV flag
football teams; girls frosh,
JV and varsity soccer teams;
as well as the boys varsity
and JV basketball teams
shopped together en masse
for five children in three
Livermore families.

The students had a budget
of $250-$300 per child, and
after the shopping trip, end-
ed the evening hand-wrap-
ping their selected gifts back
at Livermore High.

Mendoza said that the
purchases would include
one outfit, a warm coat
and some non-perishable
food items for the family,
plus some more fun items
from wish lists provided
by the children.

“These kids don’t ask
for a lot. I mean their lists
are super-simple,” Mendoza
said. “So we just kind of
know their likes and then go
from there and try to build
them up.”

The five kids on this
year’s list range in age from
11-16 years old.

LHS varsity flag foot-
ball player and team
captain Elizabeth Ezell,
looked over the wish list
before heading to the
store. “I felt like I was a
kid again. And knowing
that I could give another
kid, who maybe can’t get
that, is super fun.”

Mendoza read aloud,

The City Shifts Oversight
Of Livermore Airport

Livermore has trans-
ferred oversight of the
Livermore Municipal
Airport from the Public
Works Department to the
Innovation & Economic
Development Department
(IEDD).

With the reorganization,
IEDD will “explore new
strategies to enhance the
airport’s role as a unique
economic development
asset, with a focus on
business development and
revenue generation while
addressing community
concerns related to aircraft
noise and leaded fuel,” ac-
cording to a news release.

The Public Works De-
partment will continue
to concentrate on its core
responsibilities, including
water and wastewater ser-
vice delivery, environmen-
tal services, maintenance
and asset management,
according to the city. “We
are confident this realign-
ment will strengthen our
service delivery and our
economic development
efforts while continuing
to address community
concerns related to air-
craft noise and transition
to clean fuel,” said City
Manager Marianna Mary-
sheva.

Library Offers Free Basic
Computer Skills Help

Starting Jan. 7, the Liver-
more Civic Center Library,
1188 S. Livermore Ave., will
offer free basic tech help for
adults from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30
p-m. on Tuesdays.

A volunteer will be
available to help with basic
computer skills, including

uploading and download-
ing files, creating an email
account, using Microsoft
Office and Google suites, and
basic internet searching and
browsing.

This is a drop-in program
and registration is not re-
quired.

For Daily
Online Local
News Visit

Follow us on n E]

“The 16-year-old wants a
pink digital camera. She
says she loves the color
pink. One of the 11-year-
old girls says she likes
everything Hello Kitty.
Oh, this will be fun to
shop for — one of the
boys is into Marvel.”
That list included Venom
action figures, a Venom
3D hoodie, and anime
characters.

“It’s a lot of fun,” Men-
doza said, “but sometimes
teaching is a tough profes-
sion. But when you get to
do things like this...” She
paused before continuing:
“I always say if you can
impact one kid in your class
(you) know that you made
a difference. And now our
student athletes are going
to impact five kids outside
of school.”

“I think that’s pretty
fun for them and hopefully
teaches them a little bit of a

life lesson too,” she added.
“Think about others, be

kind and grateful for what
you have. Clearly these are

situations where kids don’t
have a lot.”

Aletheia Lollis (left) and Ella Abey were two of several Livermore High School athletes
who took part in the Adopt-a-Family program, relaunched this year after a four-year

hiatus. (Photo — Doug Jorgensen)

TRI-VALLEY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Now through Dec. 24

LOCAL 55 TOY DRIVE FOR UNDERPRIVILEGED CHILDREN

The Alameda County Fire Department’s Local 55 is collecting new,
unwrapped toys for underprivileged children this season. Gifts can
be dropped off at several locations in Dublin through December 24:
Station #16 — 7494 Donohue Dr.; Station #17 — 6200 Madigan Rd.;
Station #18 — 4800 Fallon Rd.; Alameda County Fire Department
Administration Offices — 6363 Clark Ave.

Now through Dec. 30

TRI-VALLEY TRAVELING ARTISTS EXHIBIT

Local artists (TVTA — Tri Valley Traveling Artists) are displaying their
work at the Livermore Community Library at 1188 Livermore Ave. This
show features a variety of media and scenes through the eyes of the
artists as they travel both locally and far and wide. Mon.-Thurs. 10 a.m.
t09p.m.;Fi.10am.to6p.m.;Sat 10a.m.to5p.m.; Sun. 12t0 6 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 19

FIBER FRIENDS

On the third Thursday of the month at 7 p.m., the Livermore Public
Library will host Fiber Friends at the Civic Center Library, Community
RoomsA &B. Participants are encouraged to chat with fellow crafters
and work on their craft projects, knitting, sewing, crochet, cross-stitch,
etc. Fiber Friends is geared towards adults. For more information,
please call 925-373-5505, or visit the library’s website at library.
livermoreca.gov.

Thursdays, Dec. 191 Jan. 16

MOBILE MEDICAL OUTREACH UNIT VISIT

The VA Palo Alto Health Care System’s Mobile Medical Outreach Unit
will be at the Civic Center Library parking lot, located at 1188 S.
Livermore Ave., from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the third Thursday of every
month. Medical providers will offer examinations, consultations, and
referrals to veterans. Veterans who are not enrolled or are uncertain
about eligibility for health services can visit the outreach team for help
with their questions. Veterans can also apply for VA Health Care online
by visiting www.va.gov/health-care/apply/application/introduction.
For additional program information, call 925-373-5500, visit library.
livermoreca.gov.

Saturday, Dec. 21

HANNUKKAH PARTY

Join the Tri-Valley Cultural Jews’ Hanukkah Celebration on Dec. 21
at 5 p.m. in Pleasanton. Celebrate the festival of light with crafts
and games, candle lighting, and potato pancakes called latkes for
all! Please bring your favorite latke topping and a dish to share. See
www.trivalleyculturaljews.org, or contact culturaljews@gmail.com or
925-399-8029 with any questions. Free to members, suggested $15
donation per non-member adult if you are able. TVCJ is an accepting,
welcoming, diverse community affiliated with CSJO.

Saturday, Dec. 28

BLUES PERFORMER CHRIS CAIN

Guitar virtuoso, vocalist and songwriter Chris Cain will perform live at
the Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Blvd., Pleasanton, on Dec. 28,
at 7 p.m. Cain, once known as “one of the greatest guitarists you've
never heard,” is now celebrated by fans and fellow musicians alike
as being among the blues’ most talented and exciting players. Tickets
are $33. See www.firehousearts.org for more info.

Monday-Friday, Dec. 30 through Jan. 3 (no class Jan. 1)
WINTER BREAK ART CAMP

Livermore Valley Arts will hold a Winter Break Art Camp for kids ages
6 to 15 at the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 Eighth St., Livermore, on
Dec. 30, 31,2024 and Jan. 2 and 3, 2025 from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Email non-profit events to calendar@independentnews.com for newspaper calendar and visit our website www.independentnews.com to promote all events online.

for $280. Bothwell will provide all of the art materials and a snack
in the morning and the afternoon. Scholarships are available. Go to
livermorearts.org/event-calendar for more info.

Thursdays, Jan. 9| Jan. 16

SQUARE DANCING WITH CACTUS CORNERS

Cactus Corners is a nonprofit offering free introductory square-dancing
lessons to new dancers on Jan. 9 and Jan. 16 from 6:30 p.m. t0 7:30
p.m.Anyone age 8 and up is invited (younger ages considered based
on maturity). This is a great activity for the entire family to have fun
and make new friends! At the Sunrise Mobile Home Park Clubhouse,
856 Sundial Circle, Livermore (in Springtown). For more information
and to be placed on the class notification list, email Margaret at
mmiller1435@gmail.com or call 925-447-6980.

ONGOING VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

TOPSCIENCE

TOPScience is a group that partners with elementary school science
teachers to enhance learning for both students and teachers. It is
an opportunity to pass on skills and knowledge while having fun
and contributing to schools in Livermore. For more information or
to volunteer, contact Art Krakowsky at artkr@shcglobal. net or 925-
455-0486.

ONGOING EVENTS

SATURDAY PLEASANTON FARMERS MARKET

Open Saturdays, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., at Main Street and West
Angela Street. Seniors 60 and over are welcome for specialized
shopping from 9to 10 a.m.

SUNDAY LIVERMORE DOWNTOWN FARMERS MARKET
Open year-round on Sundays 9a.m.to 1 p.m. in downtown Livermore,
on Second St. between J St. and L St.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH

The Unitarian Universalist Church is welcoming to all. Join in on
Sundays at 10:30 a.m. for music, singing, and conversation. The
church is located at 1893 North Vasco Rd. in Livermore. For more
information, visit uucil.org.

DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION (DAR) CHAPTER
MEETING

The local Josefa Higuera Livermore Chapter meets on the first Saturday
of the month from Sept. to May. The DAR is a non-profit, non-political
volunteer women’s service organization dedicated to promoting
patriotism, preserving American history, and securing America’s future
through better education for children. For more information, visit jhl.
californiadar.org or email jane.everett@shcglobal.net.

ASBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Asbury United Methodist Church invites the community to join for
worship at 10 a.m. on Sunday mornings. This community practices
loving neighbors in daily life. The church has Sunday School and
nursery care, and worship is followed by a fellowship time. The church
is located at 4743 East Ave., in Livermore. For more information, visit
asburylive.org.

WINGS — WOMEN IN GOD’S SPIRIT

WINGS is a faith enrichment group of multi-generational Catholic
women who meet October thru May on Thursday mornings at
9:30 a.m. at St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 Lomitas Ave., Livermore.
Attendees can enjoy a variety of speaker presentations and topics,
small group discussion, fellowship and more. All are welcome! See
www.stcharleslivermore.org/wings for more information.
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Dublin Police Assign Extra DUI,
Foot Patrols for Holiday Season

Dublin will assign addi-
tional police patrols to heavily
trafficked commercial areas
to reduce crime during the
holiday season.

Dublin police said the Holi-
day Crime Suppression Details
would include officers on foot
and bike patrol, along with
marked and unmarked vehicles.

There will also be an added
empbhasis on driving under the
influence of alcohol or drugs,

according to the police. Dublin
police are also encouraging
shoppers to lock their cars, not
leave packages or shopping
bags in plain sight, and park in
well-lit areas. Women should
carry purses under their arms
and men should carry wallets
in an inside coat pocket or
front pants pocket.

Shoppers should also be
cautious about strangers who
may approach them, and to

have their car keys in hand
when they return to their cars,
according to the police. They
should also always check to
be sure no one is hiding inside
before getting into their cars.
Suspicious activity, includ-
ing potential “porch pirates”
stealing delivered packages,
should be reported to the police
department by calling either
9-1-1 or the non-emergency
number, 925-462-1212.

Restrooms Installed at
Sycamore Grove Picnic Area

The Livermore Area Recreation and Park District (LARPD) has installed two new re-
strooms at the Sycamore Grove Ranger Station Picnic Area near the Arroyo Road entrance.

The area in the Veterans Park section of Sycamore Grove is used for the LARPD’s
Summer Nature Camp and several outdoor classroom programs.

“These restrooms will be an added convenience for the participants in our environmental
education programs, which serve over 3,300 people annually,” said Recreation Supervisor
Joseph Benjamin. “They’ll also support the many ranger-led weekend programs that take

place throughout the year.”

Benjamin said the picnic area also hosts small group rentals, including birthday parties,

scout groups, and school events.

“The new restrooms give us opportunities to explore ideas and programs that weren’t
realistic before,” Benjamin said. “Making the picnic area at the ranger station an even more
appealing destination for education, recreation and special events.”

OBITUARIES

Ruth Curtis Bauman
April 10, 1933 - Nov. 26, 2024

Ruth Curtis Bau-
man, 91, of Livermore,
passed away peacefully
on Tuesday, Nov. 26,
2024. The youngest of
Carl and Mollie (Teni-
son) Curtis’ three chil-
dren, Ruth was born on
April 10, 1933, in Mt.
Vernon, Indiana.

Along with her par-
ents, she grew up on the
family farm in rural Mt.
Vernon with her broth-
er Holbert and sister
Miriam. Her family also
had an orchard, The Curtis
Orchard, locally known for
their delicious apples and
peaches.

While attending Mt. Ver-
non High School, Ruth met
Jim Bauman, a multi-sport
athlete. They began dating
and after they both gradu-
ated from Mt. Vernon High
School in 1951, they were
married in November of
1952. Ruth furthered her
education, and graduated
from Lockyear Business
College in Evansville, In-
diana.

Ruth worked at the
Fuhrer-Ford Milling Com-
pany in Mt. Vernon until
Jim was drafted into the
Army during the Korean
War. He was stationed at
Camp Atterbury, Indiana,
and then transferred to Fort
Carson in Colorado.

After serving in the

T

Army, Ruth and Jim lived
in Chicago, Illinois, and
Fort Worth, Texas, before
moving to Livermore in
1960. Ruth and Jim both
worked at Sandia National
Laboratories, Ruth as an
Administrative Assistant
and Jim in the Weapons
Subsystem Division. Ruth
stepped away from the
workforce when their son,
Kurt, was born.

Ruth loved animals, es-
pecially cats, and except for
a short period of time, she
always had a cat or two to
take care of. She also was
a skilled gardener and had
many beautiful rose bushes
that she was proud of.

Exercising was import-
ant to Ruth, and she went
to the gym regularly up
until the last few years.
She continued to walk reg-
ularly at her favorite place,
Sycamore Grove Park, until
April of 2023.

Ruth and Jim loved to
travel, especially to Ha-
waii. They made many
trips there over the years,
with their favorite islands
being Kauai, Maui, and
the “Big Island” of Ha-
wai’i.

She is survived by her
nephew, Stephen Baker,
his wife, Cindy, and her
great niece Hayden, and
great nephew Parker, all
of Columbia City, Indi-
ana, and great nephew

Nathan (Kaitlyn) Baker, of
Fort Wayne, Indiana.
Additionally, Ruth was
preceded in death by her
husband, Jim Bauman, and
son, Kurt Bauman, whom
she loved deeply. She was
also preceded in death by
her sister Miriam Baker,
and brother Holbert Curtis.
A special thanks to Patty
O’Leary, the staff at A New
Haven Care Home-Hamp-
ton Place, and the staff of
Hope Hospice for the ex-
ceptional loving care and
compassion given to Ruth.
There will be no ser-
vice. Donations in Ruth’s
memory may be made to
Sycamore Grove Park or
the Valley Humane Society.
Callaghan Mortuary is
honored to be serving the
Bauman family. An online
guestbook is available for
condolences at www.cal-
laghanmortuary.com.

Celebration of Life

We are deeply sad-
dened to share the pass-

Peter (Pete) W. Snyder
Dec. 9, 1934 - Oct. 13, 2024

incorporation of Dublin
as a city. In 1980, he

Celebration of Life

Muriel Roberta Boyd,
a cherished mother, devot-
ed wife, and accomplished
professional, passed away
peacefully on Nov. 28, 2024,
in her home in Danville,
California. Born in San Fran-
cisco, Muriel spent her for-
mative years in the Sierra
foothills, nurtured by her
parents, Robert and Grace
Sinclair, alongside her older
brother, Stanley.

In February 1954, Muriel
married her high school sweetheart, Rich-
ard “Buzz” Boyd, embarking on a lifelong
journey of love and partnership. Their early
years were marked by Buzz’s service in the
Korean War, after which Muriel supported
his academic pursuits while raising their
children, Gregg and Kathy. Together, they
shared a commitment to the medical field,
contributing in various capacities over the
years.

Muriel was a woman of creativity and
entrepreneurial spirit. She delighted in arts
and crafts with her children and engaged
in home-based ventures, including Avon,
jewelry sales etc. Her passion for finan-
cial planning emerged in the late 1970s,
leading her to become a respected advisor

Muriel Roberta Boyd
June 27, 1934 — Nov. 28, 2024

in Contra Costa County. Her
dedication to her clients was
matched only by her devotion
to her family, as she eventu-
ally stepped away from her
career to care for Buzz during
his battle with a Parkinson’s
type disease.

In her later years, Muriel
required similar care, which
she received in the comfort of
her home, surrounded by the
love of her family, caregiv-
ers and her beloved cat who
brought her much joy.

Muriel is survived by her brother
Stanley Sinclair, daughter Kathy Boyd
Little, son Gregg (Joka), grandchildren
Christopher (Sydney), Michael (Demi) and
John Angus Little, step-grandson Jordan
Dekker and great-grandchildren Amara
and Elijah. She was predeceased by her
husband, Buzz, in 2010. Her legacy of love,
creativity, and dedication will be fondly
remembered by all who knew her.

Please join us for Muriel’s celebration
of life at St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church
in Danville on Saturday, Feb. 1, at 1 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a
contribution in Muriel’s name to UCSF
Benioff Children’s Hospitals.

Claire E. Harris
Aug. 20, 1924 - Dec. 4, 2024

Claire E. Harris born on
Aug. 20, 1924, in the San
Francisco Bay Area, and
went to be with her Lord
on Dec. 4, 2024, at the age
of 100.

Claire will always be one
of the most beautiful souls
the Lord has ever welcomed
back home. She is survived
by her children, Pamela Har-
ris LaFitte of Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, Michael Harris of
Phoenix, Arizona, and wife

married Bill Harris and they
raised their family. Bill and
Claire moved to Shreveport,
Louisiana, in 1970 where
they spent 30 years having an
amazing life playing bridge,
playing tennis, attending
their Gourmet Club festiv-
ities and living life to the
fullest. They then lived in
Henderson, Nevada, for 15+
years, and after Bill’s passing
in 1999, Claire spent her last
years living in Baton Rouge

ing of our father, Peter
(Pete) W. Snyder, on
Oct. 13,2024. The fam-
ily will honor Pete’s
extraordinary life with
a Celebration of Life
on Jan. 10, 2025, from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
Shannon Community
Center, in Dublin, Cal-
ifornia. “ETE

Pete was born on N
Dec. 9, 1934, in Des
Moines, lowa, to Claire
and Ann Snyder. He
was the youngest of
three boys, joining older brothers Harlan
and Craig. In the 1950s, Pete proudly
served in the U.S. Army, stationed over-
seas in Japan for 2% years.

On Sept. 8, 1956, Pete married his
life partner, Priscilla Edna Rich, and
together they raised five children: Gary,
Sheri, David, Jon and Brian. Later in
life, their family grew to include 12
grandchildren and ten great-grandchil-
dren. Pete and Priscilla cherished their
travels, forging lasting friendships
around the world. They lived for a time
in Nerja, Spain, and welcomed many
family and friends to visit. No matter
where they were, family was always at
the heart of their lives, and their passion
for community service was ever-present.

Pete worked more than 40 years in
the automotive parts industry in Oakland
and San Leandro supporting the growing
area’s commerce and service industries.
He was also an active member of the San
Ramon Valley (Danville) Congregation-
al Church for many years.

Pete’s life was defined by service.
In the early 1960s, he was a found-
ing member of the San Ramon Valley
“Host” Lions Club, which later became
the Dublin Lions Club. Pete was elect-
ed District Governor of Lions District
4-C3, serving from 1978 to 1979, and
remained an active and lifelong member
of the Lions.

Pete also served on the Murray
(Dublin) School District Board of
Trustees for five years, including a
term as board chair. However, his most
enduring legacy is his leadership in the

spearheaded the efforts
to incorporate Dublin,
and in 1982, he became
the city’s first mayor.
Pete served a total of
13 years on the city
council, 11 of those as
mayor. During his time
in office, he played a
pivotal role in shaping
the community, includ-
ing the development of
the Dublin Civic Cen-
ter and bringing BART
(Bay Area Rapid Tran-
sit) service to the area.

Following his time on the city coun-
cil, Pete was elected to the BART Board
in 1996, serving until 2004, including
a term as board president in 2002. He
was also involved in a variety of other
organizations, including the American
Public Transit Association, the Tri-Val-
ley Community Fund, the Dublin Fine
Arts Foundation, the Congestion Man-
agement Agency, and the Association of
Bay Area Governments.

Pete was an active member of the
Martin C. Kauffman, 100 Club of Al-
ameda County, serving on the board
for many years and as president from
2004-2005.

Pete was widely admired for his in-
tegrity and character. A longtime friend
of his, quoted in a local newspaper arti-
cle, said, “When I think of Pete, I think
of someone so honest and with such
integrity. I can trust him implicitly, and
I think everyone in the city can. He’s
just a straight arrow.”

Pete lived an exceptional life, set-
ting an inspiring example for all of us.
We miss him dearly and will carry his
memory in our hearts forever.

In-lieu of flowers, the family requests
donations to Martin C. Kauffman,
100 Club of Alameda: checks can be
mailed to 4900 Hopyard, Suite 100,
Pleasanton, CA 94588; or www.100clu-
balamedacounty.org/page-18110; or
Hospice of the Foothills: checks can be
made to Foothills Compassionate Care,
11270 Rough and Ready Hwy, Grass
Valley, CA 95945 or foothills-cares.
org/donate.

Lori, Cindy Harris Schwartz
of Benton, Louisiana, and
husband Steve, Peter Harris
of Marshall, Texas, and wife
Trudy, and Diane Harris
of Spearfish, South Dako-
ta, and husband Paul. She
has 11 grandchildren: Me-
lissa Schwartz deLaunay,
James Schwartz, Stephen
Schwartz, Erica Moore, Lau-
ren LaFitte Marschall, Zach
Harris, Lindsay Harris Net-
tles, Daniel Harris, Hayley
Harris Fitzgerald and Chase
Harris. She also has 15 great

grandchildren.

Claire was a devout
Catholic married to William
(Bill), the love of her life
for 49+ years. They lived a
full life devoted to family,
faith and friends. They loved
bridge, tennis, dancing and
camping. She was a parish-
ioner of St. Jude the Apostle
Catholic Church in Baton
Rouge. Claire attended daily
mass when able and loved
her daily rosary.

Claire was born and
raised in the San Francisco
Bay Area where she met and

with her daughter Pam. We
want to say a special Thank
You to Raven, Stephanie and
Sandra.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to St. Jude
the Apostle Catholic Church
at www.stjudecatholic.org
and/or the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation.

A visitation and rosary
will be held 10 a.m. on Mon-
day, Dec. 16, 2024, followed
by Massat 11 a.m. at St. Jude
Catholic Church in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana.

Celebration of Life

Frank J. Cadena, age 79,
of Livermore, passed away
peacefully on Wednesday,
Dec. 4, 2024, at home. Frank
was born Nov. 5, 1945, in
Mexico City, Colonia Roma.
His mother Rogelia (Sally) Ca-
dena relocated to Porterville,
California, where she married
the man Frank would know
as his father, Frank Loyola.
Frank Cadena would make Porterville his
childhood home.

While in Porterville, Frank excelled in
baseball in both Babe Ruth and at Porterville
High as a pitcher. However, the Vietnam
War would interrupt his baseball career and
junior college education. Frank served on the
helicopter carrier “USS Tripoli” before being
honorably discharged. Frank would return to
college receiving a bachelor’s in arts at San
Diego State University.

While in San Diego, Frank pursued a
graphic arts career for several years until
joining the Federal Corrections Agency.
Frank moved to Livermore working at cor-
rection facilities in Livermore and Dublin
for 23 years. He met the love of his life
while living in Livermore. He married Jane
Cadena and they made their life together for
over 40 years.

Francisco (Frank) J. Cadena
Nov. 5, 1945 — Dec. 4, 2024

Frank enjoyed gardening,
drawing his signature single
line caricatures, and spending
time with his grandson, Alex.

Frank was also an avid Bay
Area sports fan passionately
following the Warriors, Giants
and 49ers, as well as Notre
Dame football due to Jane’s
Indiana roots.

Frank and Jane also loved
eating out. They could be seen frequenting
many local eateries.

Frank was preceded in death by his
mother, Rogelia “Sally” Loyola, father, Frank
“Pancho” Loyola, his brother, Bobby Ruiz,
his sister, Sylvia Mabalot, and nephew, Ge-
rardo Javier “Jerry”” Loyola who bore Frank’s
middle name.

Frank is survived by his wife, Jane Ca-
dena, stepsons, Todd and Jack Hurley, his
brothers, Danny Mabalot (Janie) of Baker-
field, and Gerardo “Jerry” Loyola (Maria)
of Watsonville, and sister, Yolanda Baradet
(Rob) of Kingsburg, and several nieces and
nephews.

Frank will be honored with a celebra-
tion of life on Saturday, Dec. 28, 2024,
12:30-4 p.m.,

at Emil Villas Family Barbecue Hickory
Pit, 3064 Pacific Ave., Livermore, California.
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Dublin High Girls Basketball
Team Is Efficient in Victory

By Phil Jensen

The Dublin High School
girls basketball team
put the emphasis on the
word “team” in their 44-
27 nonleague victory over
West-Tracy on Dec. 11.

Dublin’s first 16 points
were scored by five differ-
ent players. The host Gaels,
who improved to 2-0 with
the win, also finished with
seven players who scored
four points or more.

“Team basketball is what
we preach,” said Dublin
coach Jose Alvarez. “One
thing we do is that all of
our sets are designed for
anybody to score. ... every
set maybe has five to seven
options, and anybody can
score in those options.”

The Gaels’ leading scorer
was senior Zoya Nomani,
who scored all of the Gaels’
11 points in the fourth quar-
ter. She finished with 14 total
points, all in the second half.

“She can knock down
two or three 3’s in a row,”
said Alvarez about Nomani,
who had a trio of 3-pointers
in the fourth quarter and four
overall. “She’s one of our
better shooters.”

The Gaels have only one
starter and four total return-
ers from last season’s 17-13
team. Sophomore Gaia Lem-
bo is the returning starter,
and junior Aanya Pandia
and seniors Bhagya Gajula
and Nomani are the other
returners. The Gaels also
have six underclassmen on

its 12-player roster.

Dublin will soon have
some extra firepower. Addi-
son Leomiti, a junior trans-
fer from Amador Valley,
will be eligible to play for
the Gaels later this month,
said Alvarez. Leomiti was
a second-team all-East Bay
Athletic League selection
last season.

Against West, Dublin
passed and defended well.
It had assists on 14 of its 17
field goals, led by Lembo
with four. The Gaels also had
15 steals, paced by Nomani
with five.

Dublin bolted out to a
6-0 lead on 3-pointers by
freshman Jessica Verdier
and Gajula, who also had a
team-high seven rebounds.
The Gaels, who never trailed,
led 14-6 at the end of the first
quarter and took an 18-8 lead
with four minutes, 20 seconds
left in the half on a basket by
freshman Rayn Hazen. Dub-
lin led by at least nine points
the rest of the way.

On Dec. 14, Dublin de-
feated KIPP-King-San Lo-
renzo 72-27 at the Dublin
Winter Invitational to im-
prove to 3-0.

Dublin hosted Mission
San Jose-Fremont on Dec. 18
after this article went to press.

Football

Amador Valley’s fantastic
season ended just five points
short of a state champion-
ship, as Frontier-Bakersfield
edged the Dons 18-14 on
Dec. 13 at Long Beach City

College in the California
Interscholastic Federation
Division 3-AA title game.

The Dons, who finished
with a 10-5 record, fell be-
hind 6-0 on the first play of
the second quarter. However,
Amador Valley blocked the
point-after-touchdown kick.

Then less than three min-
utes later, the Dons took
the lead over Frontier, who
ended the season with an
11-4 record.

On a fourth-and-three play,
Amador Valley quarterback
Tristan Ti’a threw a 33-yard
touchdown pass to McKay
Kenitzer. Ti’a then ran for a
two-point conversion and an
8-6 Dons advantage.

But Frontier answered
back with a 77-yard touch-
down run by RJ Green. Even
though its two-point con-
version was stopped by the
Dons, Frontier led 12-8 with
4 minutes, 54 seconds left in
the second quarter. The Titans
tacked on another touchdown
with 16 seconds left in the
first half to lead 18-8.

Amador Valley cut Fron-
tier’s lead to 18-14 in the
third quarter on a 24-yard
touchdown pass from Ti’a
to Anthony Harrington. But
the two-point conversion
pass failed, and neither team
scored the rest of the game.

This season will be a
memorable one for Amador
Valley, which won both its
first North Coast Section title
and CIF Northern Regional
championship game in pro-
gram history.

Dublin freshman Jessica Verdier and junior Aanya Pandia jump for a rebound in the
Gaels’ non-league game against West High School from Tracy on Wednesday, Dec. 11.
[See photo gallery at independentnews.com/multimedia] (Photo — Doug Jorgensen)

New Bilingual Preschool Approved Amid Competitive Market

By David Jen

Plans for a new preschool
in north Pleasanton high-
lighted a dwindling student
base in the city last week,
as nearby schools voiced
concerns over the added
competition.

The planning commis-
sion unanimously approved,
through its consent calendar,
a conditional use permit
for the Fei Xiang Bilingual
School at its Dec. 11 meet-
ing. Located within the
Owens Drive loop west of
Johnson Drive, the project
proposes to repurpose an
existing building to operate
a preschool for up to 93 stu-

dents, ranging in age from
18 months to 5 years old,
with eight teachers. Along
with a lobby, six daycare
rooms, bathrooms, offices,
indoor playroom and break
room, the project also plans
to convert 10 parking spaces
into a 1,364-square-foot,
fenced outdoor play area.
James Feng of the Lov-
ing Tree Academy, located
about a quarter of a mile
from the proposed project,
said that the new preschool
would give an unfair busi-
ness advantage to an ex-
isting afterschool program
located in the same plaza
that is also part of Fei Xiang.
Loving Tree is another

bilingual afterschool pro-
gram that currently serves
about 100 students ranging
from kindergarten to sixth
grade. Feng reasoned that
students graduating from the
new preschool would natu-
rally feed into Fei Xiang’s
afterschool program.

Both Loving Tree and Fei
Xiang offer bilingual educa-
tion in English and Chinese.

Feng also raised concerns
around increased parking
and traffic, as well as safety
issues around locating a
playground in a parking lot.

Seema Abdi of the En-
Grace Montessori Academy,
another English-Chinese
bilingual preschool located

about a mile away, boiled
down the new preschool’s
impact to one of enrollment.

“We’re already down on
enrollment due to TK (tran-
sitional kindergarten) low-
ering their age limits,” said
Abdi. “Another preschool is
going to put more pressure
on us. ... If you don’t have
enrollment, layoffs are go-
ing to happen.”

The Pleasanton Unified
School District (PUSD),
facing its own financial
challenges, announced this
month expanded eligibility
dates for students begin-
ning either transitional kin-
dergarten or kindergarten
in the 2025-2026 school

year. Children who turn
4 years old on or before
Sept. 1, 2025, will now
be eligible for transitional
kindergarten, and children
who turn 5 years old on
or before that date will
be able to attend regular
kindergarten.

PUSD enrollment peak-
ed during the 2018-2019
school year, leveled off the
following year and has since
suffered declines between
1.3% and 2.8% per year.

The district, which re-
ceives state funding based
on enrollment, has projected
annual deficits between $3.8
million and $4.4 million.
Projections also show its

general fund reserve drop-
ping below the state-re-
quired 3% as early as the
2025-2026 school year with-
out any corrective actions.

At last week’s meeting,
however, planning commis-
sioners clarified their role
when considering projects.

“We do not have the
mandate or the authority
to dictate the economics
behind a business, unfortu-
nately,” said Commissioner
Anurag Jain.

Chair Matthew Gaidos
added, “It’s not within the
purview of the commission
to not approve a business
because it will compete with
another one.”

Justin Kirk has been added to the cast of “Selected Shorts” that will be returning
to the Bankhead Theater on Sunday, Feb. 2. Kirk, best known for his role in the HBO
miniseries “Angels in America,” will join comedian Wendie Malick and Bay Area native
Richa Moorjani. Kirk also starred in the Showtime dark comedy series “Weeds.”
Tickets for the 3 p.m. matinee performance start at $25 and are available online at
livermorearts.org or by calling 925-373-6800. (Photo courtesy of LVA)

Livermore Educators Group Donates
Books to Encourage Early Literacy

The Zeta Mu chapter
of Delta Kappa Gamma,
through its Cuddle Up
and Read project, recently
donated 360 books to Axis
Community Health Med-
ical Clinic to encourage
early literacy.

Families will be given
six wrapped books when
they bring newborn babies
into an Axis Community
Health clinic for a six-
month checkup, according
to the Livermore-based

Zeta Mu chapter.

Delta Kappa Gamma is
an international society for
professional women in ed-
ucation.

Co-President Susan Can-
field said the Zeta Mu chap-
ter believes in the Cuddle
Up and Read project, which
encourages parents to hold
their babies while they share
pictures and read to them.

“It’s a very worthwhile
early literacy project to serve
our community,” Canfield

said. “We’ve been looking
for a project like this for a
long time.”

Research shows that read-
ing to pre-school children
stimulates brain develop-
ment and language acqui-
sition, promotes communi-
cation skills and improves
school readiness.

For more information
about the ongoing project,
contact Canfield or co-pres-
ident Sue Carling at presi-
dentdkgzetamu@gmail.com

Earthquake Risk and Simulation
Presentation to Be Held at Library

David McCallen, head
of the Critical Infrastruc-
ture Program at Lawrence
Berkeley National Labora-
tory (LBNL), will discuss
the risk of earthquakes in the
San Francisco Bay area at
the Livermore Civic Center
Library, 1188 S. Livermore
Ave., at 2 p.m. on Saturday,
Jan. 12.

His presentation, “Trans-
formational Advanced Com-
puter Simulations for En-
hanced Understanding of
Earthquake Risk in the San
Francisco Bay Area,” is

free and open to the public.
Registration is not required.

Over the past six years,
scientists and engineers at
LBNL and Lawrence Liv-
ermore National Laboratory
have developed a new earth-
quake simulation (EQSIM)
model that encompasses the
entire San Francisco Bay
Area.

McCallen will provide an
overview of the new simula-
tion capability utilizing the
world’s fastest supercom-
puters, including insights
into regional risk and the

implications for earthquake
resilience.

Traditional risk assess-
ments have relied on his-
torical earthquake ground
motion measurements to
predict future impacts. The
new EQSIM utilizes de-
tailed computer models to
simulate complex earth-
quake processes from the
initiation of fault rupture
through seismic wave prop-
agation through the earth
to the final interaction of
seismic waves with critical
infrastructure.
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Alan Hu Foundation Now Accepting College Scholarship Applications

The Alan Hu Foundation
began accepting applica-
tions for college scholar-
ships to be awarded for the
2025-2026 school year from
Saturday, Dec. 14.

The deadline to apply

is March 9.

The scholarships are open
to high school seniors from
the Livermore, Pleasanton
and Dublin public school
districts who plan to pursue
college majors in fields sup-

porting mental health, in-
cluding psychology, psychi-
atry, neurosciences, nursing,
education and school coun-
seling. The scholarships, up
to $1,000 each, are also open
to students who plan to train

as first responders, including
emergency medical techni-
cians and those attending
police or fire academies.
The scholarships were
created in memory of Alan
Hu, a student at Amador

Valley High School who
died by suicide in 2018, and
Sarah Rahman, a Fremont
resident who also died by
suicide after battling mental
health issues.

The goal of the Pleasan-

ton-based Alan Hu Foun-
dation is to promote mental
health by raising awareness
and removing the stigma sur-
rounding psychiatric disor-
ders. For more information,
go to alanhufoundation.org.
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LEGAL NOTICES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 610045

The following person(s) doing
business as: Jell Design Studio,
1077 Cragmont Ave, Berkeley,
CA 94708 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Elle
McDougald, 1079 Gragmount
Ave, Berkeley, CA 94708. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 9/15/2024. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Elle McDougald,
Owner. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on October 18, 2024.
Expires October 17, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6207.
Published November 28, De-
cember 5,12, 19, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 610654
The following person(s) doing
business as: The Space Between
Counseling Services, 2150 Por-
tola Avenue Ste D #2048, Liver-
more, CA 94551 is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s):
Lindsey Sauter, 2150 Portola
Avenue Ste D #2048, Livermore,
CA 94551. This business is
conducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
11/1/2024. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Lindsey Sauter, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
November 15, 2024. Expires No-
vember 14, 2029. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6208. Published
November 28, December 5, 12,
19,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 610674
The following person(s) doing
business as: Guns Unlimited
Repair, 8035 Iglesia Dr, Dublin,
CA 94568 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Mike
Grant, 8035 Iglesia Dr, Dublin,
CA 94568. This business is
conducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
9/15/1977. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Mike Grant, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
November 18, 2024. Expires No-
vember 17, 2029. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6209. Published
November 28, December 5, 12,
19,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 610427
The following person(s) doing
business as: Kaashi Bazaar,
4225 Garibaldi PL, Pleasanton,
CA 94566 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Mishi-
ta Anil, 4225 Garibaldi PL, Pleas-
anton, CA 94566. This business
is conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:

Mishita Anil, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on November
4, 2024. Expires November 3,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6210. Published November
28, December 5,12, 19, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 610684
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Omegachiro
Heals, 1474 Buena Vista Ave,
Livermore, CA 94550-9630 is
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Christina Danskin,
1474 Buena Vista Ave, Liver-
more, CA 94550. This business
is conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Christina Omega Danskin, Own-
er. This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
November 18, 2024. Expires No-
vember 17, 2029. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6211. Published
November 28, December 5, 12,
19,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 610688

The following person(s) doing
business as: Level Up Wellness
and Physical Therapy, Inc., 3645
Grand Ave, Suite 203, Oakland,
CA 94610 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Lev-
el Up Wellness and Physical
Therapy, Inc., 3645 Grand Ave,
Suite 203, Oakland, CA 94610.
This business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) list-
ed above: 4/2021. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Hilary Nakao,
Owner/Secretary. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on November
18, 2024. Expires November 17,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6212. Published November
28, December 5, 12, 19, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 610744

The following person(s) doing
business as: 1. Ms. Livermre; 2.
Ms. Livermore Real Estate, 1772
5th Street, Livermore, CA 94550
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): IkonnInc., 1772
5th Street, Livermore, CA 94550.
This business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) list-
ed above: 12/1/23. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Belia Martinez,
President. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on November 20, 2024.
Expires November 19, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6213.
Published November 28, De-
cember 5,12, 19, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 610704
The following person(s) doing
business as: American Acade-
my of Emerging Science, 101
E. Vineyard Ave, Suite 119-108,
Livermore, CA 94550 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): American Emerging
Science Association, 101 E.

Vineyard Ave, Suite 119-108,
Livermore, CA 94550. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Limited
Liability Company. The date on
which the registrant first com-
menced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: N/A. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Peter
Yang, Manager. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on November 19,
2024. Expires November 18,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6214. Published December
12, 19, 26, 2024, January 2,
2025.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 610838
The following person(s) doing
business as: GMB Business
Services, 1822 El Prado Drive,
Livermore, CA 94550 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Gwyn M. Bailey, 1822
El Prado Drive, Livermore, CA
94550. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant first
commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious busi-
ness name(s) listed above: N/A.
Signature of Registrant/s/: Gwyn
M. Bailey, Owner. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on November 25,
2024. Expires November 24,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6215. Published December
12, 19, 26, 2024, January 2,
2025.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 610780

The following person(s) doing
business as: Elite Rehab Ser-
vices, 960 Shorepoint CT, Unit
203, Alameda, CA 94501 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Sonal Pathak,
2101 Shoreline Drive, Unit
265, Alameda, CA 94501. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 11/20/2024. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Sonal Pathak,
Owner. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on November 22, 2024.
Expires November 21, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6216.
Published December 12, 19, 26,
2024, January 2, 2025.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 610779

The following person(s) doing
business as: 131-133 Carlisle
ST Condo Asosciation, 2136
Vintage LN, Livermore, CA
94550 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Ray-
mond Schuder, 2136 Vintage
LN, Livermore, CA 94550. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 11/22/2024. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Raymond Schud-
er, Owner. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on November 22, 2024.
Expires November 21, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6217.
Published December 12, 19, 26,
2024, January 2, 2025.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 610786
The following person(s) doing
business as: Eat Food Consult-
ing, 2506 Eagle Ave, Alameda,
CA 94501 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Erika
Thornton, 2506 Eagle Ave, Ala-
meda, CA 94501. This business
is conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Erika Thornton, Owner. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on
November 22, 2024. Expires No-
vember 21, 2029. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6218. Published
December 12, 19, 26, 2024,
January 2, 2025.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 610983

The following person(s) doing
business as: Be Still and Know
Books by Julia Hallmark, 779
Hanover ST, Livermore, CA
94551 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Julia M.
Hallmark, 779 Hanover ST, Liver-
more, CA 94551. This business
is conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
12/3/2024. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Julia M. Hallmark, Sole
Proprietor. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on December 3, 2024.
Expires December 2, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6219.
Published December 12, 19, 26,
2024, January 2, 2025.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 610968

The following person(s) doing
business as: Third Lens Market-
ing, 5436 Ruth Ave, Oakland, CA
94601 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Third Lens
LLC, 5436 Ruth Ave, Oakland, CA
94601. This business is conduct-
ed by a Limited Liability Company.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: N/A. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: Jeff Rahn,
Owner/Manager. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on December 3, 2024.
Expires December 2, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6220.
Published December 12, 19, 26,
2024, January 2, 2025.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 610963
The following person(s) doing
business as: Mr. Plumbing,
7026 Koll Center Prkway, #211,
Pleasanton, CA 94566 is hereby
registered by the following own-
er(s): Mr. Plumbing LLC, 7026
Koll Center #211, Pleasanton,
CA 94566. This business is
conducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) list-
ed above: 12/3/2024. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Najib Rahmatti,
Member. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on December 3, 2024.
Expires December 2, 2029. The

Independent, Legal No. 6221.
Published December 12, 19,
26, 2024, January 2, 2025.

STATEMENT OF
ABANDONMENT OF USE OF
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
ORIGINAL FILE NO. 603449
The person(s) listed below have
abandoned the use of the follow-
ing fictitious business name(s).
Zzan, 5333 Adeline ST, K23,
Oakland, CA 94608. Registered
by the following owner(s): Joy -
JK Corporation, 643 Post ST, San
Francisco, CA 94109. The ficti-
tious business name statement
was filed on 1/18/2024 in the
County of Alameda. This busi-
ness was conducted by a Corpo-
ration. Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Sangjin Kim, CEQ. This state-
ment was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on November 18, 2024.
The Independent, Legal No.
6222. Published December 12,
19, 26,2024, January 2, 2025.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 611083

The following person(s) doing
business as: Beets Hospitality
Group, 316 Stealth CT, Liver-
more, CA 94551 is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s):
Beets Catering Inc, 316 Stealth
CT, Livermore, CA 94551. This
business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 10/20/2008. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Read Phillips, Vice
President. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on December 9, 2024.
Expires December 8, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6223.
Published December 19, 26,
2024, January 2,9, 2025.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 611085
The following person(s) doing
business as: Casa Real, 410
Vineyard Ave, Pleasanton, CA
94566 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Beets
Catering Inc, 316 Stealth CT,
Livermore, CA 94551. This
business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 02/08/2007. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Read Phillips, Vice
President. This statement was

filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on December 9, 2024.
Expires December 8, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6224.
Published December 19, 26,
2024, January 2, 9, 2025.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 611161

The following person(s) doing
business as: Healing Needles,
2557 Mowry Ave, Suite 21,
Fremont, CA 94538 is hereby
registered by the following own-
er(s): Di Kang, 2557 Mowry Ave,
Suite 21, Fremont, CA 94538.
This business is conducted by
an Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 6/7/2019. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Di Kang, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on December 12, 2024. Expires
December 11, 2029. The Inde-
pendent, Legal No. 6225. Pub-
lished December 19, 26, 2024,
January 2, 9, 2025.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 610714

The following person(s) doing
business as: Rice N’ Spice Indian
Supermarket, 1522 Holmes ST,
Livermore, CA 94550 is hereby
registered by the following own-
er(s): Varaha Solutions LLC, 237
Stickle DR, Livemore, CA 94550.
This business is conducted by a
Limited Liability Company. The
date on which the registrant first
commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: N/A. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: Sreenivasa
Rao Mutte, Manager. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on November
19, 2024. Expires November 18,
2029. The Independent, Legal No.
6226. Published December 19,
26,2024, January 2,9, 2025.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 610899
The following person(s) doing
business as: Pain Medicine Con-
sultants, a Division of BASS Med-
ical Group, 2324 Santa Rita RD,
Suite 6, Pleasanton, CA 94566
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): BASS Medical
Group, 2637 Shadelands DR,
Walnut Creek, CA 94598. This
business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced

to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 10/23/24. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Rajiv Nagesetty,
CFO. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on November 27, 2024.
Expires November 26, 2029.
The Independent, Legal No.
6227. Published December 19,
26, 2024, January 2, 9, 2025.

STATEMENT OF
ABANDONMENT OF USE OF
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
ORIGINAL FILE NO. 569626
The person(s) listed below
have abandoned the use of the
following fictitious  business
name(s): Bridge Tower Insur-
ance Services, 6200 Stoneridge
Mall Rd, Suite #300, Pleasanton,
CA 94588. Registered by the
following owner(s): Sallie R.
Witt, 719 Traviso Circle, Liver-
more, CA 94550. The fictitious
business name statement was
filed on 3/16/2020 in the Coun-
ty of Alameda. This business
was conducted by a Individ-
ual. Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Sallie R. Witt, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on December 5, 2024.
The Independent, Legal No.
6228. Published December 12,
19, 26, 2024, January 2, 2025.

CLASSIFIEDS

ANIMALS

‘ Tri-Vailey ‘
- Animal Rescue
Adopt a New Best Friend
TVAR
Tri-Valley Animal
Rescue
QOur current weekly adoption events

include:

Saturdays - Dogs & Puppies at:
Dublin Petsmart

6960 Amador Plaza Rd. Hours:
10:00am to 1:00pm.

Visit our website:
WWW.TVAR.ORG, to see adopt-
able animals, volunteer oppor-
tunites, and how to donate.
Follow:

TRIVALLEY ANIMAL RESCUE on
Facebook, and Instagram

EMPLOYMENT

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

BE WARY of out of area compa-
nies. Check with the local Better
Business Bureau before you
send money or fees. Read and
understand any contracts before
you sign. Shop around for rates.

TOPLACE
CLASSIFIED ADS
goto
bitly/Indy-Classifieds
orcall
(925)243-8000
MERCHANDISE
FOR SALE
ESTATE/ GARAGE/ YARD SALES
FREE SECTION

LOST/ FOUND

NOTICES /ANNOUNCEMENTS
NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: California
law requires that contractors taking
jobs that total $500 or more (labor
and/or materials) be licensed by
the Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their i-
cense numbers on all advertising.
Check your contractor’s status at
www.csb.cagov or (800)321-
CSLB (2752). Unlicensed persons
taking jobs less than $500 must
state in their advertisements that
they are not licensed by the Con-
fractors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE

LAND FOR RENT

OFFICE/HOUSE/CONDO /
DUPLEX / APT RENTAL

HOUSE/ROOMS/RENTALS TO
SHARE

BOAT / RV / RENTAL SPACE

Inland Valley Publishing Co.

Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for

Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing Act, Title
VIl of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
and state law prohibit advertise-
ments for housing and employ-
ment that contain any preference,
limitation or discrimination based
on protected classes, including
race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or national
origin. IVPC does not knowingly
accept any advertisements
that are in violation of the law.

The Federal Transit

California.

Administration (FTA), as lead
federal agency, and the Tri-Valley
- San Joaquin Valley Regional
Rail Authority (Authority), as
project sponsor, are proposing
the Valley Link Rail Project,
which would establish a new
passenger rail service along a
22-mile corridor between the
existing Dublin/Pleasanton
Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART)
District Station in Alameda
County and the proposed
Mountain House Community
Station in San Joaquin County,

The FTA and the Authority are

UPDATED PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF THE

Project.

of four stations:

BART Station.

The Proposed Project includes
the construction and operation

* Dublin/Pleasanton Station
would be constructed south of
the eastbound I-580 freeway
lanes in proximity to the
existing Dublin/Pleasanton

* |sabel Station would be
constructed within the I-580
median with adjacent parking

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (EA) FOR THE VALLEY LINK RAIL PROJECT
alignment), existing Caltrans
right-of-way (ROW) adjacent to
westbound |-580, and new ROW
to be acquired for the Proposed

the following environmental
resources: Aesthetics;
Agricultural Land; Air Quality;
Biological Resources; Cultural
Resources; Environmental
Justice; Geology, Soils, and
Paleontological Resources;
Hazardous Materials; Hydrology
and Water Quality; Land Use and
Property Acquisitions; Noise and
Vibration; Transportation and
Traffic; Utilities; and Indirect and
Cumulative Effects. However,
avoidance, minimization, and
mitigation measures have been
identified, where relevant,

to avoid or reduce potential
adverse impacts to meet federal
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issuing this updated Notice of
Availability (NOA) to advise other
agencies and the public that
the Environmental Assessment
(EA) for the proposed Valley
Link Rail Project is available

for review and comment as of
December 10, 2024; this date
was previously anticipated

to be December 6, 2024.

The EA, prepared pursuant to
the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA), analyzes
potential environmental effects
associated with construction
and operation of the Valley Link
Rail Project. The EA is available
for review on the project
website: www.getvalleylinked.
com. Copies of the EA are

also available for review at the
following locations:

Livermore Public Library
1188 S. Livermore Avenue
Livermore, CA 94550

Mountain House Branch
Library

201 E. Main Street
Mountain House, CA 95391

Tri-Valley - San Joaquin Valley
Regional Rail Authority

(by appointment only; please
call (925) 667-4013)

2600 Kitty Hawk Road,

Suite 103

Livermore, CA 94551

Proposed Project and Location
The Proposed Project would
establish a new passenger

rail service along a 22-mile
corridor in Northern California
between the existing Dublin/
Pleasanton BART Station

in Alameda County and the
proposed Mountain House
Community Station in San
Joaquin County. The Proposed
Project would provide an all-day
bi-directional passenger rail
service at frequent intervals
using zero-emission multiple
unit vehicles. The alignment
would be constructed within

a combination of the existing
I-580 freeway median, the
existing transportation corridor
owned by Alameda County
(formerly Southern Pacific
Transcontinental Railroad

on a 24-acre site along East
Airway Boulevard south of
I-580 and east of the Isabel
Avenue |-580 overcrossing in
Livermore.

Southfront Road Station

in Livermore would be
constructed within the I-580
median with adjacent parking
located south of [-580 on

a seven-acre site along
Southfront Road between
McGraw Avenue and Franklin
Lane.

¢ Mountain House Community
Station would be constructed
north of I-205 on an
approximately 54-acre site
west of Mountain House
Parkway near the I-205/
Mountain House Parkway
interchange in the Mountain
House community.

Facilities to support the
operations and maintenance
and ancillary project activities
are planned at three locations:

* The Altamont Maintenance
of Way (MOW) Staging Area
would be constructed on a 10-
acre portion of the Alameda
County Transportation
Corridor ROW, approximately
2,250 feet east of Dyer Road.

The Mountain House
Layover Facility (LF) would
be constructed on an
approximately 75-acre
site east of Mountain
House Parkway and north
of I-205 to support train
layovers, storage, and light
maintenance.

Tracy Operations and
Maintenance Facility/
Operations Support Site
(OMF/0SS) would be
constructed on part of an
approximately 200-acre
property along West Schulte
Road just west of the Owens-
Brockway Glass Container
Plant west of Tracy.

Potential Environmental
Impacts

The EA has determined that
construction and operation
of the Proposed Project could
result in potential impacts to

requirements and/or state and
local requirements.

Written Comments

Written comments on the Valley
Link Rail Project EA document
will be accepted from December
10,2024, until 5:00 PM on
January 10, 2025. Please send
written comments to:

Tri-Valley - San Joaquin Valley
Regional Rail Authority

2600 Kitty Hawk Road,

Suite 103

Livermore, CA 94551

Your comments on the EA
document may also be sent

by email to comments@
valleylinkrail.com (please
include “Valley Link Project” in
the subject heading), or through
the online comment submission
form provided on the project
website: www.getvalleylinked.
com. All comments must be
received by 5:00 PM on January
10, 2025.

For Further Information

For the latest project updates
and information about any
additional public events and
opportunities to comment, visit
our project website at www.
getvalleylinked.com, contact
us by email at comments@
valleylinkrail.com and include
“Valley Link Project” in the
subject heading, or visit us on
X (formerly Twitter) (https://x.
com/ValleyLinkRail) and

Facebook (https://www.
facebook.com/ValleyLinkRail).

Language assistance is
available upon request.

Se proporcionara asistencia
con el idioma si se solicita
llamando al (925) 667-4013.
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925-667-4013
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cép theo yéu cau bang cach
lién hé (925) 667-4013.
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Ang tulong sa wika ay ibibigay
kapag hiniling sa pamamagitan
ng pakikipag-ugnayan sa (925)
667-4013.
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Students Isha Sahu and Abig

ail Sabado of Granada High
were named Young Adult Volunteers of the Year for their
service. (Photo courtesy of the Livermore Public Libary)

Livermore Library Honors Volunteers

Gail O’Donnell, a vol-
unteer with the Livermore
Public Library since 2012,
has been named Volunteer of
the Year for 2024.

The library also an-
nounced that Isha Sahu and
Abigail Sabado, Granada
High School (GHS) students
who created the library’s
Under the Lens program,
were named Young Adult
Volunteers of the Year.

Bob Gates, a retiree, was
named Volunteer of the Year
for the library’s adult literacy
program, while Joan Lange
was named Volunteer of the
Year for the nonprofit Friends

of the Livermore Library.

O’Donnell initially volun-
teered as a crafts coordinator
and later became a coach and
tutor for the Homework Help
Center at the Rincon Branch
Library.

When the Homework
Center reopened in the sum-
mer of 2022, after being
shut down almost two years
because of the COVID-19
pandemic, she volunteered
four days a week while the
library recruited more vol-
unteers.

Last year, Sahu and Sa-
bado approached the Liver-
more Library about starting

a program to teach science
to younger students, which
became the Under the Lens
program for elementary stu-
dents, the library’s first teen-
led community program.

Over the course of the
program, Sahu and Saba-
do have taught sessions on
DNA, rockets, volcanos, the
water cycle, neurons and the
brain, roller coasters, boats
and buoyancy, and the solar
system.

The hour-long sessions
are open to students in third
through fifth grade.

Gates first volunteered
for the library’s adult literacy

program as a one-on-one tutor
in 2021. More recently, he
has also led a weekly English
conversation group for adults
learning the language.

Lange, a former elemen-
tary school teacher, is one of
Friends of the Livermore Li-
brary’s most senior bookstore
volunteers, having started
before the Civic Center Li-
brary was built more than 20
years ago.

The bookstore sells used
and unneeded books to sup-
port library programs and
even before she became a
volunteer, Lange would pur-
chase books for her students.

Where to Donate This Year to

By Ruth Roberts

People looking for ways
to support their commu-
nities during the holidays
have plenty of choices in
the Tri-Valley. The non-
profit organizations listed
below highlight ways the
public can give back during
the season of giving and
beyond into the new year.
For a more extensive list
of area agencies in need
of support, visit the Three
Valleys Community Foun-
dation’s nonprofit directory
here: https://bit.ly/41nL2dy

Asante Africa Foun-
dation: This group works
to support, educate and
enhance the lives of young
women in East Africa.
Founded by three women,
one who works in Silicon
Valley and is a Tri-Val-
ley resident, Asante Africa
equips East Africa’s youth
to confront life’s challenges
with confidence, assert their
rights, prosper in the global
economy and catalyze pos-
itive transformative change.
To learn more or donate,
visit www.asanteafrica.com.

Assistance League of
Amador Valley: The first
chapter of this longtime
organization opened its
doors in Los Angeles in
1919. The Amador Valley
chapter boasts 100 member
volunteers who support
eight community-based
organizations in a variety
of fields. Programs include
birthday bags for children
at area shelters; a book
program for school-age
children; donations to area
food banks and more. To
donate or volunteer, visit
www.assistanceleague.org.

Axis Community
Health: Established in
1972, Axis provides qual-
ity, affordable and accessi-
ble health care services to
more than 15,000 residents
in the Tri-Valley. Their
services cover health care,
mental health support and
dental services to individ-
uals across all age groups
irrespective of financial sta-
tus, language proficiency,
sexual orientation, cultural
background, living situa-
tion or insurance coverage.
The group’s focus is on
serving individuals and
families with incomes at or
below 100% of the federal
poverty line. To donate or
for more information, visit,
https://axishealth.org.

CityServe of the
Tri-Valley: Created by
area churches in 2009, City-
Serve provides support
services for seniors and
families in need, and helps

coordinate services among
government, faith-based
organizations and other
nonprofit groups. CityServe
engages community mem-
bers and partners to provide
an extra level of support
through programs for se-
niors, the unhoused and
families and individuals in
crisis. Understanding that
it takes a village, CityServe
believes in supporting all
groups, organizations and
wrap-around services to
better assist those in need.

“Our team is really grate-
ful for any donations or re-
sources that can come our
way because we are seeing
multitudes of people (this
season) and that’s only one
of our offices,” said Chris-
tine Beitsch-Bahmani, the
organization’s CEO. “We
are also collecting coats in
our lobby for anyone that
has an extra to spare.” To
donate or volunteer, visit
https://cityservecares.org.

Culinary Angels: This
group provides nutri-
ent-rich meals and nutrition
education to people with
cancer and their caregivers.
Meals are delivered free
of charge throughout the
Tri-Valley. The group be-
lieves that caregivers play
a critical part in a person’s
ability to heal and recover,
so they help relieve the
stress and responsibilities
that can often go along with
this role. To donate, visit
https://culinaryangels.org.

Livermore Lab Foun-
dation: The Livermore
Lab Foundation is a phil-
anthropic partner to Law-
rence Livermore Nation-
al Laboratory, providing
mechanisms for public and
private investments, grants
and philanthropic gifts that
support research, student
fellows, STEM outreach,
education and community
initiatives. Their areas of
focus and research include
climate resilience, neuro
disease, future STEM lead-
ers/programs and fusion
energy innovation.

“We welcome contribu-
tions at all levels, and each
one is very meaningful to
us,” said Susan Houghton,
LLNL’s climate portfolio
manager. “We are grateful
to our community members
who value an investment in
the Lab’s award-winning
science and in the STEM
workforce of tomorrow.”

To donate, visit https://
livermorelabfoundation.org.

Open Heart Kitchen:
Founded in 1995 as a small,
grassroots effort to address
hunger in Livermore, Open
Heart Kitchen now serves

free meals and groceries at
multiple locations through-
out the Tri-Valley. Through
various programs including
the Village Resource Cen-
ter, pop-up food pantries
and its senior meal project,
Open Heart Kitchen works
to ensure no one in need
goes hungry.

“There is no better time
to share your light with
folks in our community
through the gifts of your
financial generosity and
time,” said John Bost, Open
Heart Kitchen’s executive
director. “To our guests
and clients, there may be no
more meaningful and sig-
nificant gift than knowing
that there are people in this
community who care about
them, and who not only
open their pocketbooks
but also their calendars to
get to know them and the
stories of their lives.” To
donate, visit https://www.
openheartkitchen.org/holi-
day-gift-guide.

Reins in Motion: The
Reins in Motion Founda-
tion is a therapeutic rid-
ing program in Livermore
that connects special-needs
children as young as 2 '
with horses to promote
healing and growth in their
daily lives. Clients benefit
from physical, occupation-
al and speech therapy as
well as mental and emo-
tional development. The
nonprofit also offers Reins
for Heroes, a program for
local veterans which col-
laborates with the Taylor
Family Foundation to take
vets riding at Camp Arroyo.
To donate or for additional
information, visit https://
reinsinmotionca.com/.

Three Valleys Commu-
nity Foundation: Three
Valleys Community Foun-
dation works with donors
and nonprofits to achieve
their goals through inclu-
sive leadership, thoughtful
funding, informed giving,
collaborative action and
comprehensive grantmak-
ing throughout the East
Bay. They work with a
variety of donors made
up of individuals, families
and corporations to support
nonprofit organizations by
connecting them with do-
nors and other nonprofits
to expand their reach and
services. To donate, visit
https://3vcf.org/.

Tri-Valley Conservan-
cy: This group protects
more than 5,000 acres of
critical lands through a mis-
sion that includes safeguard-
ing urban growth bound-
aries, conducting studies
to support agricultural sus-

Area Nonprofit Organizations

tainability and engaging
the next generation with
the drive to preserve the
outdoors. The group’s stra-
tegic plan was designed to
respond to opportunities
and address the challenges
facing the Tri-Valley region.
The plan provides goals and
objectives that drive the
group’s mission. For more
information, visit https://
trivalleyconservancy.org.
Tri-Valley Nonprofit
Alliance: This member-
ship-based organization
provides resources, educa-
tion and co-working spaces
for collaboration among
more than 300 nonprofit or-
ganizations in the Tri-Val-
ley. The group strives to
strengthen organizations
and enhance their impact
by working and responding
to one another to achieve
the strongest outcomes for
each group and those they
represent. To donate, visit
https://tvnpa.org.
Tri-Valley Reach: Es-
tablished nearly 35 years
ago, this organization builds
inclusive communities for
adults with intellectual and
developmental disabilities
to live independently. The
group does this by provid-
ing resources, education,
activities, community and
housing opportunities for
individuals in the Tri-Val-
ley. The program currently
supports 42 individuals
living in Livermore and
Pleasanton. To donate, visit
https://trivalleyreach.org.
Valley Humane Society:
Since 1987, the Valley Hu-
mane Society has worked to
save and improve the lives
of dogs and cats. Valley Hu-
mane Society rescues and
rehabilitates pets, promotes
responsible caretaking and
shares pets with people in

need of comfort and support.
Its Home for the Holidays pet
adoption promotion is offer-
ing discounted adoption rates
through the end of December.

“As part of the cam-
paign, we have collabo-
rated with all area shelters
to encourage adoption
at this time of year, and
are waiving all adop-
tion fees,” said Melissa
Adkins, Valley Humane
Society marketing man-
ager. To volunteer, adopt

_:4'

or make a donation, visit
https://valleyhumane.org.

Horseback Riding Lessons,
Training, Boarding,
Breeding, Sales
925.337.5375

creekhillfarms.com

SHARI'S

PET & HOUSE SITTING

(925)980-5026
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| am pleased to announce
my affiliation with
Summit Financial Group, LLC

KRISTIN SULLIVAN,
CWs®, MBA
Financial Advisor, RJFS

925.866.7800
kristin@summitadvisors.com

Pleasanton resident for 28 years!

Summit Financial Group, LLC, is a comprehensive financial
planning and wealth management organization aligned with
Raymond James. Summit offers valuable insights and tailored
strategies to help our clients achieve their financial dreams,
always recognizing that enriching lives is our highest priority.
2000 Crow Canyon Place, Suite 450 // San Ramon, CA 94583
Summitadvisors.com

' iy SUMMIT

Investment advisory services offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. Summit Financial Group, LLC is not a registered broker/dealer
and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services. Raymond James is a registered trademark of Raymond James Financial, Inc. © 2024 Raymond James
Financial Services, Inc.,, member FINRA/SIPC. Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FIN RA/SIPC. 24-BRFHT-00TI TA7/24
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NOW HIRING:
PHOTOJOURNALIST

The Independent is hiring a part-time (approximately 20 hours/week)
photojournalist to be our primary shooter, someone who also is able to step in
as needed to write extended cutlines or possibly short stories.

The ideal candidate will be a self-starter plugged into community events in the
Tri-Valley, and open to seizing opportunities for attention-grabbing imagery

as they encounter them. The person filling this staff position will be able to
maintain an ongoing photography calendar, work with and provide input to the
editor and writers to determine priorities and image selection, and produce a
variety of photography for print and online every week, including news, features
and sports. Night and weekend work will be required to cover events.

The staff photojournalist also will be responsible for guiding and/or training

Gas & Wood Fireplaces
Gas, Wood & Pellet Inserts
Free-Standing Stoves
Sales & Installation of our Products Only

Specializing in Fireplaces that
beautify your home for over 40 years!

Tired of no burn days?

51Q 471.5601

23585 Conneclicut Street, Unit 15, Hayward

M-F 9-5, Sat 10-4 JerrysFireplaces.com

freelance photographers or interns.

Duties:

+ Take story-telling photos for news, features, and sports stories

+ Cover news and events and be able to turn around photos quickly on deadline

+ Gather accurate and complete information for AP style photo captions

+ Maintain digital archives and photographic equipment

+ Create online galleries

+ Communicate effectively with reporters and editors

« Edit photos and video and ensure all visuals are completed on time and
delivered as needed

Requirements:

+ Experience in newspapers or magazines as photographer and writer

- Bachelor’s degree (or other relevant training) in journalism, photography or
related field

+ Experience with digital content and all social media platforms; page design
experience is a plus

+ Prior experience with Adobe PhotoShop

+ Valid driver's license and reliable transportation

To apply, please send a resumé and link to your portfolio to

chris@independentnews.com




