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Merry Ms. Gray creates meaningful 
connections by meandering closely. She 
is a courteous and kind cat who loves to 
cuddle. Learn more about Ms. Gray and 
other cats and dogs at valleyhumane.
org. Email info@valleyhumane.org to 
start the adoption application process. 
#ShareTheCare to help pets today! 
(Photo - Valley Humane Society)    V IS IT  WWW.INDEPENDENTNEWS.COM FOR DAILY ONLINE NEWS
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Energy Commission Approves $13M 
For New Monarch Tractor Facility 

Annual Tri-Valley 
Mayors’ Summit 
Addresses Local    
Goals and Needs

Members of the Dublin Gale’s Color Guard participate in the City of Dublin’s 39th 
annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Saturday, March 18. The event featured more 
than 80 entries, including bands and floats, Irish bagpipers, local dance troupes 
and equestrians. [See photo gallery at www.independentnews.com/multimedia]  
(Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

An oak tree fell on the historic Lighthouse Baptist Church on Neal and Second streets 
in Pleasanton during one of the recent wind storms in the Bay Area. The tree landed 
on a portion of the church that is used as a nursery, but was empty at the time. The 
rest of the church is untouched and able to be used for services. (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

Two Applications 
Submitted for Rogue
Housing Projects

City-Run Leadership 
Program is Launched

Supervisors Adopt Changes to Measure D

District Considers Shifting Grade School Model

Airport Policy
Comments
Close April 24

By Larry Altman 
REGIONAL – The Alameda 
County Board of Supervi-
sors on March 9 formal-
ly adopted voter-approved 
changes to the East Coun-
ty Area Plan (ECAP) that 
South Livermore Valley 
winegrowers believe will 
help to energize their busi-
nesses. 

The supervisors, with a 
3-0 vote, adopted changes 
that increase the square-foot-
age allowed for agricultural 
buildings on Large Parcel 
Agriculture (LPA) sites, 
making a change to the 
county’s Measure D that 
opens the door to entice 
mid-size winegrowers to the 
Tri-Valley. 

The three supervisors, 
with Supervisor Keith Car-
son excused and deceased 
Supervisor Richard Valle’s 
seat unfilled, also adopted a 
new definition for “agricul-

tural building.”  The change 
will enable winegrowers and 
other farmers to store their 
agricultural and horticul-
tural products in the larger 
agricultural buildings now 
permitted, but not allow 

the buildings to be used for 
human habitation or social 
events. 

Supervisor Nate Miley 
noted it took a decade to 
pass what became known 
as Measure D 2022 to alter 
its predecessor, now known 
as Measure D 2000, a law 
that protects agricultural 

land and open space from 
development.  

“The fact that the voters 
approved the amendment to 
Measure D last November 
was monumental, to have 
the support of Friends of 
Livermore (FOL) … and to 
recognize that this amend-
ment doesn’t do anything to 
jeopardize open space and 
jeopardize the restrictions 
that we have on growth,” 
Miley said.  

Miley said Measure D 
2022 “allows for ag to be 
more beneficial and pro-
tected and enhances ag as 
Measure D originally want-
ed to do.” 

Besides enabling wine-
growers and farmers to 
erect larger buildings on 
their land, the Measure D 
amendments also will al-
low equestrian enthusiasts 
to construct larger covered 

PLEASANTON — While 
the need to develop com-
munity leaders served as 
common ground for coun-
cilmembers on March 7, 
just who would provide the 
development programs, and 
in what time frame, split 
opinions. 

The council voted 4-1, 
with Vice Mayor Jack Balch 
opposed, to discontinue sup-
port to Leadership Pleasan-
ton – a Pleasanton Chamber 
of Commerce-run program – 
and to start up a new city-run 
leadership program that will 
cover topics complementary 
to the chamber’s. 

The new city-run program 
will cover government-fo-
cused topics, such as city 
commissions, committees, 
and how to run for office. 

Balch, although support-
ive of both programs, voted 
against the motion because 
he felt the timeline for the 
city’s program, currently set 
to launch by spring 2024, was 
too accelerated. 

The council’s decision 
went against staff’s recom-
mendation to provide Lead-
ership Pleasanton — “de-
signed to share information, 
build relationships, and de-
velop community leaders,” 
according to the staff report 

— a $10,000 annual sponsor-
ship for the program over the 
next two years. 

Although the city has 
sponsored the Chamber of 
Commerce-run program in 
the past, it has not provided 
funds since the COVID-19 
pandemic in fiscal year 2020-
21. 

Despite its benefits, the 
Chamber program costs the 
city about $24,000 per year in 
staff time, as some city staff 
use working hours to share 
city operations with partic-
ipants, said Assistant City 
Manager Pamela Ott. It also 
charges participants $950 
and holds sessions during 
daytime work hours, barring 
some residents from joining. 

Once started, the city pro-
gram will be free to residents. 

Councilmember Julie 
Testa recalled a previous 
decision to put Leadership 
Pleasanton on pause. 

“I think what was said a 
year and a half to two years 
ago was that the city should 
not be putting so much re-
source into something that 
costs our residents a thousand 
dollars,” said Testa. 

Still, residents with pro-
gram experience praised their 
outcomes. 

By Larry Altman 
REGIONAL – Livermore’s 
failure to meet the state’s 
Jan. 31 deadline to submit its 
mandated Housing Element 
allowed two developers to 
file applications for projects 
that would not have to con-
form to the city’s zoning and 
design standards.  

Although the Housing 
Elements for Dublin and 
Pleasanton also did not meet 
the Jan. 31 deadline, no 
developers hoping to take 
advantage of the cities’ cur-
rent non-compliance status 
have filed applications at 
this time.   

The two “rogue” devel-
opers – as they’re called 
– who applied in Livermore 
cited the Builder’s Remedy. 
This is the term for a 1990 
rarely used law that takes 
away the local authority to 
reject affordable housing 

projects based on city zon-
ing and design standards, 
making it easier for devel-
opers to construct affordable 
housing. Out-of-compliance 
status could make each city 
susceptible to the Builder’s 
Remedy law.  

Builder’s Remedy re-
quires projects to be com-
pletely residential, two-
thirds residential with one-
third mixed-use, or transi-
tional/supportive housing. 
It also demands projects to 
be 20% for lower-income 
households, or 100% for 
moderate income. 

In a statement to The 
Independent, City Attorney 
Jason Alcala wrote that the 
city staff and legal team are 
examining the applications. 

“Those reviews and re-
search are ongoing, and city 
staff will continue to work 

By Dawnmarie Fehr  
DUBLIN – The Dublin Uni-
fied School District (DUSD) 
Board of Trustees ratified a 
contract with the Donovan 
Group for $20,000 to con-
duct a community survey on 
shifting some of its schools 
from a transitional kindergar-
ten (TK) through fifth grade 
model to a TK through sixth 
grade model.  

The move is meant to ad-
dress overcrowding at Fallon 
Middle School, said Board 
President Gabi Blackman. 
She, along with trustees 
Dan Cherrier and William 
Kuo, voted in favor of the 
motion, which was pulled 
from the consent calendar 
by Trustee Kristin Speck for 
further discussion. Speck and 
Trustee Kristin Pelham voted 

against ratification.  
Pelham said she voted 

against ratification of the 
contract because she felt 
the survey could be done 
internally.  

“I wasn’t against a survey, 
I just felt we didn’t need to 
hire someone for the survey,” 
Pelham said. “We will get the 
information and see what it 
says and go from there.” 

The survey is meant to 
gauge the community’s 
opinion on different middle 
school configurations and 
whether there is support for 
the district to move sixth 
grade from middle schools to 
elementary schools on some 
campuses.  

The board was first autho-
rized to hire and enter into a 
contract with the Donovan 
Group during its January 

meeting.  
“That authority was as-

signed to myself as the board 
president and Trustee Cher-
rier as the second trustee,” 
Blackman said. “We are a 
subcommittee of the board 
… ratifying allows the board 
to accept that we are moving 
forward with the contract.” 

Blackman added there 
is no presumption of how 
families in the district feel 
about moving sixth grade, 
the board simply wants to 
ask the question.  

A demography report 
released in February shows 
Fallon Middle School is 
beyond its capacity by ap-
proximately 500 students. 
While portable classrooms 
have been added, Blackman 
explained, base facilities 

REGIONAL – Tri-Valley 
leaders recently held a town 
forum to discuss such topics 
as the state of the cities and 
how government can work 
with local nonprofits to bet-
ter meet community needs. 

Tri-Valley Nonprofit Al-
liance and Sandia National 
Laboratories hosted  “A 
Conversation with Tri-Val-
ley Mayors,” which was held 
on March 9 at the Bankhead 
Theater in Livermore. 

Participating officials 
were Dublin Mayor Melissa 
Hernandez, Livermore May-
or John Marchand, Pleas-
anton Mayor Karla Brown, 
Danville Mayor Robert 
Storer and San Ramon Vice 
Mayor Mark Armstrong.   

TVNPA Board Chair 
Marti Sutton led the dis-
cussion.  

“Throughout the pan-
demic we learned how im-
portant nonprofits are,” said 
Sutton. “They provided food 
and health care and even 
entertainment in our own 
homes. And it reinforced 
the importance of the rela-
tionships between our cities 
and the nonprofits.”  

Prior to the event, each 
mayor received a list of 
questions and was allowed 
to pick which ones they 
wanted to address. All the 
mayors spoke of the role 
of nonprofits within their 
respective cities, as well as 
other topics, such a growth, 
development and key issues 
facing their cities.  

DUBLIN 
Hernandez talked about 

her city’s role in supporting 
nonprofit organizations. 

“I truly believe the non-
profits – whether (address-
ing) homelessness, domestic 
violence or food insecurities 
– they are on the front lines 
of our community every 
single day,” said Hernandez. 
“And this is something we 

“Measure D 2022 allows 
for ag to be more 

beneficial and protected 
and enhances ag as 

Measure D originally 
wanted to do.” 

–  Supervisor Nate Miley

By David Jen
LIVERMORE — The diffi-
culties involved with mov-
ing development projects 
forward at Livermore Mu-
nicipal Airport occupied 
most of the Airport Com-
mission’s discussion at its 
March 6 meeting, when 
Airport Manager Michael 
Musca presented the air-
port’s new development 
policy. 

The policy, later de-
scribed by City Manager 
Marianna Marysheva as the 
airport’s first comprehensive 
airport development policy, 
opened for public comment 
on March 6, along with 
a revised hangar waitlist 
policy. Both policies will 
accept written comments 
until April 24. 

The development policy 
intends to improve how the 
city evaluates airport devel-
opment proposals, while the 
waitlist policy intends to bet-
ter align Livermore’s prac-
tices with industry standards 
for those waiting for aircraft 
hangar space, according to a 
report prepared by Musca. 

While nothing requires 
that the city adopt the two 
policies together, “Both pol-
icies are being presented at 
the same time because both 
policies affect airport ten-
ants, whether current tenants, 

LIVERMORE – The Cali-
fornia Energy Commission 
(CEC) has approved a $13 
million grant for Monarch 
Tractor to build its man-
ufacturing facility at 203 
Lawrence Drive, Suite A, 
in Livermore, where the 
company’s headquarters are 
currently located.  

The CEC approved funds 
to Monarch Tractor through 
its Zero-Emission Transpor-
tation Manufacturing grant 
after evaluating the comp 
any’s environmental impact 
to date and future goals for 
developing zero-emission 
vehicles specifically for the 
agriculture industry. Mon-
arch Tractor is the maker 
of the MK-V, the fully elec-
tric, driver-optional, smart 
tractor.   

The CEC grant will help 
support Monarch Tractor’s 

efforts in Livermore to ac-
celerate the production and 
deployment of zero emission 
off-road equipment variants 
of the Monarch MK-V. By 
installing a flexible manu-
facturing line, Monarch will 
be able to rapidly develop 
and industrialize new zero 
emissions vehicles, tractor 
variants, and smart products. 
This capability will allow 
Monarch to quickly address 
farming needs in adjacent 
crops such as orchards, blue-
berries, dairy, and other 
specialty crops, helping 
them adopt more sustainable 
farming practices while also 
improving their bottom line. 

“The City of Livermore 
is excited to be working 
with Monarch Tractor on 
this grant,” said Livermore 
Mayor John Marchand in a 

In Livermore 

Dublin, Pleasanton Report no 
‘Builder’s Remedy’Proposals
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SPRING INTO ACTION

Visiting artist Catherine 
Judge will conduct a camp 
workshop at the Bothwell 
Arts Center in Livermore 
over spring break for teens 
to design and build a large-
scale inflatable sculpture. 

Livermore Valley Arts 
(LVA), which is sponsor-
ing the workshop, said the 
sculpture, made from plas-
tic sheeting and duct tape 
and inflated with box fans, 
would be “large enough to 
walk through.” 

The workshop will be 
held from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Wednesday, April 5, through 
Friday, April 7. The sculp-
ture will be unveiled at the 
Bankhead Plaza, 2400 First 
St., on Saturday, April 8.  

The program is limited 
to 15 students and open to 
teens from 13 to 18. The 
cost is $300 per student, but 
LVA said scholarships are 
available.  

LVA said the workshop 
would “integrate art with 
earth sciences, social stud-
ies, and advanced technolo-
gies” and students would be 
“encouraged to investigate 
the creative process as it 

relates to their life experi-
ences.” 

The students will also 
learn about public art, en-
hanced model-building 
skills, and presentation 
skills, along with gaining 
a basic understanding of 
pneumatic principles. 

The artist leading the 
workshop holds a master’s 
degree in visual studies 
from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology and 
specializes in programs that 
“examine the intersection of 
culture and nature.” 

Trained as a traditional 
painter, Judge now takes a 
multidisciplinary approach 
and has taught courses 
in two-dimensional and 
three-dimensional art for 
museums, colleges, and uni-
versities in New England. 
She is a visiting artist for the 
New Hampshire Council for 
the Arts and the Massachu-
setts Cultural Council, and 
was co-founder of the Cen-
tral Massachusetts Women’s 
Caucus for Art. 

For more information, 
call 925-373-6800 or go to 
livermorearts.org.

Artist to Teach Teen Camp on 
Creating Inflatable Sculptures

Esteemed Research Scientist Discusses History and Dangers of Radioactivity
By Jeff Garberson

An eminent research sci-
entist last week called for a 
better public understanding 
of radioactivity and its bio-
logical effects. 

The scientist, Joe Gray, 
spoke to an online Liver-
more audience as part of 
the Livermore Public Li-
brary’s public book group 
program, “Livermore Reads 
Together.” 

The Library’s March 
program included reading 
and discussing a best-selling 
nonfiction book about gross-
ly unsafe radiation handling 
practices in the years fol-
lowing World War I. 

The book, Kate Moore’s 
The Radium Girls: The Dark 
Story of America’s Shining 
Women, describes the hor-
rific illnesses and deaths 
of women who painted ra-

dioactive, glow-in-the-dark 
radium on watch dials and 
died because they followed 
company instructions to 
keep radium-coated brushes 
pointed by licking them. 

The book represents the 
central problem as corporate 
greed interfering with sensi-
ble health measures. 

Speaking to a Livermore 
group that was already fa-
miliar with the book, Gray’s 
role was to put a modern sci-
entific perspective on a dark 
story from a century ago.  

He is highly qualified af-
ter a distinguished research 
career examining issues re-
lated to radiation exposure, 
genetics and cancer. 

He began work at Law-
rence Livermore National 
Laboratory in the 1970s 
and continued at Lawrence 
Berkeley National Lab, UC-
San Francisco and Oregon 

Health Sciences University 
(OHSU) in Portland. 

He is a member of the 
National Academies of Sci-
ence.  He recently served as 
chair of a National Acad-
emies panel that was as-
sembled at the request of 
Congress to revitalize a 
quiescent national research 
program on the health ef-
fects of low-dose radiation. 

As he pointed out in his 
online remarks last week 
to “Livermore Reads,” the 
dangers of radiation ex-
posure were well enough 
understood by the end of 
World War I that knowl-
edgeable scientists could, if 
asked, have advised strongly 
against licking radium-cov-
ered paint brushes. 

“But somehow,” he said, 
“the public, the media, had 
portrayed radiation as being 
good for you. 

“If there was better com-
munication between the 
scientists who were knowl-
edgeable and the public 
consuming materials, that 
wouldn’t have happened.” 

Radium is chemically 
similar to calcium, so when 
workers licked it from the 
brushes, it became incorpo-
rated in their teeth and jaws, 
irradiating surrounding tis-
sue and causing irrepara-
ble medical damage and in 
some cases death. 

Gray said that while ra-
diation safety standards 
are vastly more protective 
today, the communication 
challenge “probably per-
sists.” 

“We continue to have 
a (knowledge)  barr ier 
between people who are 
subject matter experts in 
some aspect of radiation 
and members of the com-

munity.” 
He wants people making 

“informed decisions” about 
the “merits and demerits of 
radiation exposure.”     

Patients facing medical 
radiation “should certainly 
ask” whether an exposure 
is justified, although “by 
and large the medical com-
munity has carefully made 
the assessment that the gain 
is far greater than the risk.” 

Asked where members 
of the public can get help-
ful and scientifically valid 
information about radiation 
and its health effects, he 
recommended the website 
of a Japanese American 
organization that studies the 
consequences of the World 
War II bombings of Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki. 

Gray is executive coun-
cilor for the organization, 

which is called the Ra-
diation Effects Research 
Foundation.  The part of 
its website dedicated to 
radiation effects on cells is, 
https://www.rerf.or.jp/en/
about_radiation/

In a subsequent inter-
view, he suggested two other 
sites for learning about radi-
ation.  One is the Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s 
website, https://www.epa.
gov/radiation 

The other is the website 
of the National Academies of 
Sciences committee that he 
chaired on revitalizing U.S. 
low dose radiation research, 
https://nap.nationalacade-
mies.org/catalog/26434/le-
veraging-advances-in-mod-
ern-science-to-revital-
ize-low-dose-radiation-re-
search-in-the-united-states 

Livermore High School students Asmitha Aluri, left and 
Tyler Forgatsch, right, were recently recognized by the 
Livermore Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution for their winning essays in the Good Citizen 
contest. The focus question was: “Our American Heritage 
and our Responsibility for Preserving it.” Asmitha won 
first place and Tyler was the second-place winner.  (Photo 
courtesy of the Daughters of the American Revolution)
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Peter White
Versatile. Unparalleled. Prolific.

Sat MAR 25 @ 8:00 PM

Best of SF Comedy 
Competition

featuring Joe Zimmerman 
Hilarious. Comical. Side-Splitting. 
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925.447.3000
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OO

F Experience the passion of 
Piazzolla’s Nuevo Tango
and the beautiful sounds 

of Telemann, Corelli,
and Vivaldi.

Purchase Tickets at
www.livermorearts.org/events/pco-passionate

or Bankhead Theater Box O�ce Wed-Sat 12pm – 6pm

SAT. MARCH 25 | 7:30PM
St. Stephens Episcopal Church

Orinda

SUN. MARCH 26 | 3:00PM
Bankhead Theater

Livermore

Tickets on Sale Now!
$5 OFF with Promo Code

“Passionate5”

The American Red Cross 
will be accepting donations 
at the Pleasanton Blood 
Donation Center, 5880 W. 
Las Positas Boulevard, every 
day the rest of the month, 
except for Thursday, March 
30.Martin Gagliano, region-
al communications man-
ager, said the blood drive 
is necessary for the Red 
Cross to ensure that blood 
is available for hospitals 
this spring. Donors who 
give blood this month will 

receive a $10 Visa gift card. 
They will also be entered 
in a drawing to win one of 
five $3,000 Visa gift cards. 
To schedule a blood dona-
tion, go to RedCrossBlood.
org or call 800-733-2767. 
Donors must show a donor 
card, driver’s license, or two 
other forms of identification 
at check-in. The donation 
schedule is: 

Friday, March 24,  
7:45 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. 

Saturday, March 25,   
7:45 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. 

Sunday, March 26,  
7:45 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. 

Monday, March 27,  
11:45 a.m. to 6:45 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 28,  
11:45 a.m. to 6:45 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 29, 
11:45 a.m. to 6:45 p.m. 

Friday, March 31,  
7:45 a.m. to 2:45 p.m.

Dublin is now accepting 
applications from students 
entering seventh grade or 
higher for this summer’s 
Leadership, Experience, 
and Development (LEAD) 
program. 

Teens accepted into the 
program will receive train-
ing in job-related skills, 

including resume writing, 
job search techniques, and 
interviewing skills for rec-
reation professionals, ac-
cording to the city. They 
will also learn how to lead 
an activity, how to supervise 
and interact with young 
campers, and the basics of 
water, playground, and park 

safety.  
They will also have an 

opportunity to assist staff 
during city-sponsored youth 
camps and swimming les-
sons.  

 To apply, go to tinyurl.
com/5n8pm228. Applica-
tions are due by Friday, 
April 21.

Dublin Accepting Applications for LEAD Program

By Dawnmarie Fehr  
 The Tri-Valley is widely 

recognized for its excellent 
wines, but residents of this 
suburban haven may be un-
aware of another talent pool: 
local artists.  

The Alliance for the Vi-
sual Arts (AVA) hopes to 
highlight those artists with a 
unique event May 6-7 called 
the Tri-Valley Artist Studio 
Tour (TVAST). Designed 
to make the local art scene 
more accessible to the pub-
lic, the tour brings artists, 
art and the public together, 
showcasing hundreds of 
pieces from a variety of 
disciplines in locations from 
Danville to Livermore.  

“This event provides 
an opportunity for every-
one to come out and spend 
a creative weekend im-
mersed in the world of art,” 
said TVAST spokesperson 
Shweta Agrawal. “It’s a 
chance to discover new art-
ists, see unique artwork and 
support the local art com-
munity. For many months 
leading up to the event, 
these talented artists have 

been working tirelessly to 
create beautiful works of 
art that they can share with 
the public.”  

Livermore resident Mike 
D’Amelio is one of over 60 
artists taking the opportuni-
ty to showcase their work 

during TVAST. D’Amelio’s 
paintings will be in the Fire-
house Arts Center in Pleas-
anton. A dabbler in mixed 
media including acrylic and 
ink, he describes his work 
as a place where abstract 
expressionism meets surre-
alism, with a little dada-ism 
mixed in.  

“I’m one of the different 
ones in the local scene, 
my stuff is a little edgier,” 
D’Amelio said. “It comes 
from a personal, psycholog-
ical place, but also focuses 
on things that are happening 
around us.”  

D’Amelio was a visitor 
during the first TVAST and 
will officially participate 
as an artist this year. He 
said the event will show art 
enthusiasts they don’t need 
to travel to see “cool” art 
being made.  

“There is an incredible 
community here of artists,” 
he said. “Super talented, cre-
ating a wide range of stuff, 
and they have something to 
say … there’s a real sense of 
community here and I think 
something special is brew-

ing and I feel so honored 
to be readily accepted. My 
stuff is a little wild and they 
love it, because they want 
people to push the envelope 
and you just don’t have to go 
to Oakland to see something 
really cool, it’s here, right in 
your backyard.”   

TVAST began in Novem-
ber 2021 when AVA Pres-
ident Dennis Baker knew 
artists needed a reason to get 
creative after the COVID-19 
pandemic had shuttered 
most of their opportunities. 
Nearly 60 artists showed 
their work in 19 venues 
across the Tri-Valley. This 
year’s event will be the sec-
ond TVAST and is shaping 
up to be even bigger than the 
first. Venues range from stu-
dios and galleries to private 
homes, where viewers can 
see art in realistic spaces. 

Baker will show his art in his 
home, along with works by 
four female artists. Larger 
groups will show in spaces 
like the Bothwell Arts Cen-
ter and the Firehouse Arts 
Center. Baker said a large 
space in Dublin has been 
secured for 30 high school 
students to showcase their 
work, as well.  

“The whole idea behind 
the Alliance for the Visual 
Arts, our mission, is to sup-
port the arts in the Tri-Val-
ley,” said Baker. “We bring 
artists together and create 
a space for them to show 
their work … creators need 
to be around others who are 
working on the same media, 
so we will get together and 
we will talk and create op-
portunities for them.”  

Baker and his team col-
laborate with local arts orga-
nizations to spread the word, 
and TVAST has made it free 
for artists to show their work 
and for viewers to attend. 
Funding for marketing and 
for the event comes from 
grants and donations. Artist 
Linda Ryan heads the grant 
writing committee and said 
funding an event like this 
without charging the artists 
or public is difficult. 

“Volunteers handle most 
of the tasks,” she said. “We 
really have to get more 
people to know about the 
tour and make it a thing. 
The more people that know 
about and the more people 
that come, they bring their 
friends, they bring their 
families, and that’s how the 
word spreads. At first it will 
feel like a little day out but 
in a couple years it would 
be excellent if it was a big 
turnout to help support the 
arts in the community.”  

Ryan started Liver-
more’s Art Walk in 2002 
and the Bothwell Arts Cen-
ter in 2006 because she 
believes supporting arts 
is beneficial to the local 
community. Seeing artists at 
work, she said, can inspire 
their neighbors to create and 
promotes the idea that cre-
ativity and art are accessible 
to anyone.  

“If you have any interest 
in doing it yourself, it can 
really spur you on to help 
express yourself that way,” 
she said. “This is a possibil-
ity, even if you have a nine 
to five job. There’s ways to 
do it without starving, and 
that kind of life style doesn’t 
always seem accessible 
so it’s good to inspire the 
community and have that 
conversation.”  

Ryan said she didn’t start 
her art career until the age 
of 40. She works in acryl-
ic with pouring medium, 
and mostly creates coastal 
scenes inspired by her time 
in Mendocino in an artist 
in residence program. Her 
work will be on display at 
the Bothwell during TVAST.  

Baker said he encourages 
the public to come out and 
enjoy TVAST. Many of the 
sites will have refreshment 
and there will be demonstra-
tions and kids’ activities. A 
full list of artists, locations, 
demonstrations and other 
information will be posted 
on the TVAST website, 
along with an interactive 
GPS map. He said the online 
catalogue is updated often.  

“We an extremely inclu-
sive organization,” Baker 
said. “Our event is inclusive, 
and we encourage everyone 
to bring small children all 
the way up, every venue 
is wheel chair accessible 
and we are opening our 
arms wide to the public 
to say, ‘come and look at 
the art and talk to us about 
creativity.’ It’s so import to 
mental health. If you are a 
creative person, you are a 
happy person, so everyone 
is invited to come and learn 
about creativity.”  

TVAST will run from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on May 6 
and 7 at various locations. 
For more information, visit 
www.allianceforthevisu-
alarts.org. 

Tri-Valley Artist Studio Tour Showcases a Variety of Local Talent  

Livermore resident Mike D’Amelio is one of over 60 artists taking part in the Tri-Valley 
Artist Studio Tour, May 6-7.  The tour brings artists, art and the public together by 
highlighting hundreds of pieces from a variety of disciplines in locations from Danville 
to Livermore. (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

Blood Donors to Receive $10 Gift Card 
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Opinions voiced in letters 
published in Mailbox are 
those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect 
the opinion of The Inde-
pendent. Anonymous let-
ters will not be published. 
All letters are required 
to have the name(s) of 
the person(s) submitting 
them, city of residence and 
phone number, for verifi-
cation purposes. Abusive 
letters may be rejected or 
edited. Letters are subject 
to verification and may be 
edited for clarity at the 
discretion of the editor. We 
reserve the right to decide 
whether or not the letter 
will be published. Head-
ings for all letters may be 
edited at the discretion of 
the editor to properly re-
flect their content. A head-
line will be added to let-
ters received without one. 
Frequent letter writers 
may have publication of 
their letters delayed. Let-
ters must be submitted by 
someone living in or from 
the Tri-Valley; they must 
not offer medical advice 
from unconfirmed profes-
sional sources or contain 
libelous or inappropriate 
content. Letters should be 
limited to 400 words or 
less and should be sent by 
email to letters@indepen-
dentnews.com or submit-
ted using the form below. 
To be considered, letters 
must be received by 10 
a.m. on the Monday before 
publication.

Now through the end of November, the 
cities of Dublin, Livermore and Pleasan-
ton will participate in a human services 
needs assessment. Conducted every 10 
years following the U.S. Census, the 
assessment addresses current Tri-Valley 
human services gap areas as they pertain 
to both services and infrastructure.  

Human services are described as any-
thing from providing basic needs, such 
as food and shelter, to offering guidance, 
counseling and substance abuse treatment 
to those in need. 

According to the National Organi-
zation for Human Services, conducting 

the assessments every 10 years provides 
a valuable research tool for identifying 
the strengths and resources available in 
a community as its population changes. 
For instance, what are the areas of growth 
within the Tri-Valley and how do they 
impact the services and infrastructure 
needed? 

The Tri-Valley boasts a wide range of 
organizations that address various aspects 
of human services, but there is always 
room for improvement. The Independent 
urges residents to get involved in this 
important process by reaching out to their 
individual city councils, attending sched-

uled informational meetings and offering 
suggestions for improving, creating or 
eliminating programs. 

Those who would like to be interviewed 
or participate in a focus group can learn 
more at the following upcoming city 
council meetings:  

Dublin City Council Meeting - April 4, 
2023, at 7 p.m. (100 Civic Plaza, Dublin) 

Pleasanton City Council Meeting - 
April 18, 2023, at 7 p.m. (200 Old Bernal 
Avenue, Pleasanton) 

Livermore City Council Meeting - May 
8, 2023, at 7 p.m. (1016 S. Livermore 
Avenue, Livermore) 

5G Small Cells  
Glenn Stewart, Livermore   

Livermore is on course 
for developing a dynamic 
downtown, but I feel the 
city has not kept pace with 
today’s wireless infrastruc-
ture.  

The general population 
is more dependent on their 
smart phones than ever be-
fore.  

A smart phone can pro-
vide directions to local busi-
nesses, restaurants, coffee 
shops, downtown events, 
take pictures, play music, 
engage on social media, 
advertise, keep track of ap-
pointments and contacts, 
and much more.   

Phones are used inside 
stores and shops, but the 
experience is less than de-
sirable due to building con-
struction, building heights, 
and location of surrounding 
cell towers. 

The smartphone expe-
rience is frustrating when 
there’s a bad signal or no 
signal while downtown.  

Having a reliable wire-
less infrastructure network 
would help to serve the 
communication needs of 
residents, first responders, 
local businesses, weekend 
visitors, and greatly enhance 
a user’s experience when in 
downtown Livermore.  

It’s about implementing 
5G small cell technology.   

5G small cells are base 
stations that cater to a small 
segment of a cell tower cov-

erage area. These small base 
stations are found in dense 
areas such as downtowns, 
stadiums, train stations, and 
shopping areas.  

 5G small cells in down-
town areas are installed at 
street level typically on light 
posts or the side of a build-
ing.   

We are working on Imag-
ine Livermore 2045… how 
about Livermore Downtown 
5G in 2025?  

  
E-Bike Hostility is 
Unwarranted   
John Ehlert, Pleasanton    

The March 9 article by Al-
tman/Fehr and your March 
16 editorial on E-Bikes, 
both present many unwar-
ranted concerns (erosion, 
vibrations, noise, wildlife 
endangerment, “negative 
environmental effects”, etc.) 
about the use of E-Bikes on 
our local trails.    

All of these somewhat 
questionable concerns 
would be present for any 
trail that provides access to 
our natural surroundings. 
However, it is my opinion 
that our wonderful Bay Area 
trail systems provide access 
to nature in a manner that 
minimizes the negative im-
pacts associated with the re-
sponsible use of these areas.    

The concerns listed have 
more to do with the capacity 
of our trails to accommodate 
more use by our citizens. 
Excluding responsible use 
by one class of user is un-
warranted.    

Much like the explosion 
in popularity of snowboards 
on ski slopes, E-bikes are 
providing a new way to en-
joy our trails. Responsible 
use and enjoyment of our 
trails by hikers, mountain 
bikers, and E-bikers should 
be encouraged.    

    
Honor The Golden Rule  
Grace Clark, Livermore  

GOP Christian Nation-
alist hardliners flaunt their 
weakness, cruelty, and stag-
gering ignorance daily - as 
they stigmatize, demonize, 
and criminalize people 
born transgendered. These 
“tough guys” dissolve into 
little puddles of fear at the 
thought of trans people 
living among them. They 
scream that trans people are 
grooming our children, en-
gaging in sin, and making 
them feel “uncomfortable.” 
Oh, the victimhood! Trans 
people make us feel icky - 
we must eradicate them!  

Hardliners actually be-
lieve the preposterous no-
tion that trans people are 
mentally ill, and are simply 
making a “perverted life-
style choice.” With a straight 
face, they say, “I follow my 
Judeo-Christian values. 
People are born either a man 
or a woman. Transgendered 
people do not exist.”   

The problem is that se-
rious responsible medical, 
psychological and biolog-
ical scientists have long 
known that trans people 

are born trans. LGBTQIA+ 
people are part of the natural 
biological order. It is not a 
choice, and scientists know 
that trying to convert trans 
people to “normal” people 
is like trying to teach a fish 
to play baseball.   

Nonetheless, hardliners 
insist on believing that trans 
people wake up one day and 
say to themselves, “I think 
today I would like to risk 
losing my spouse, my job, 
my family, my friends, my 
religious standing, and my 
life. I want to bankrupt my-
self by paying for necessary 
medical care not covered by 
insurance. I can’t wait to be 
reviled by our society, and 
surgically neutered. I’m ea-
ger to live under countless 
laws that eradicate my citi-
zenship by denying me my 
civil rights. I look forward 
to being the subject of so-
cial abuse and hate crimes, 
while having to justify my 
existence every day. I want 
to suffer anxiety, depres-
sion, and suicidal ideation. I 
think I’ll choose to become 
transgendered. That looks 
like something fun to do.” 
Really?  

Prejudice is caused by 
fear, and fear is caused by 
ignorance. Please grow 
up and educate yourself. 
Spend some time reading 
the recommendations of 
actual scientific experts on 
the websites of the Amer-
ican Medical Association, 
the American Psychological 
Association, the American 
Psychiatric Association, the 
American Academy of Pedi-
atrics, the American Acade-
my of Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatry, and the Endo-
crine Society.   

Stop murdering trans peo-
ple with your words and 
votes. Stop supporting pow-
er-hungry, fear-mongering, 
unethical politicians and 
clergy. Invite a transgen-
dered person to lunch and 
let her or him answer your 
questions. Honor the bibli-
cal Golden Rule you claim 
to revere.   

National Ag Day     
Karen Sweet, Rancher, 
Livermore     

National Ag Day this 
week is reason to note that 
the cattle industry is the sec-
ond largest agricultural com-
modity in Alameda County, 
based on sales and reported 
in the county Crop Report. 
Ranching is agriculture, and 
ranching is the largest land 
use in the county.     

The hills in Alameda 
County are finally green 
from the recent rainfall and 
warm sunny days. These 
hills are primarily range-
land, defined by science and 
the State of California as 
vegetated land where plants 
are suitable for grazing or 
browsing animals for some 
portion of the year.    Range-
land in Alameda County, 
whether privately or public-
ly owned, is primarily pop-
ulated with cattle and cared 
for by cattle ranching. There 
are nearly 250,000 acres of 
rangeland in the county, per 
East Bay Green Print.  These 
are the open spaces viewed 
from roadways.     

“California ranches pro-
vide high ecosystem ser-
vices values because they 
retain many of the char-
acteristics of California’s 
historical landscape, with 
largely intact plant and wild-
life communities.  Ecosys-
tem services, also referred 
to as nature’s benefits, are 
the goods and services that 

ecosystems provide to peo-
ple and the land.” These in-
clude environmental quality 
management, such as clean 
water and air and biological 
controls; food, pollination, 
water and other raw materi-
als; habitat and biodiversity; 
and cultural benefits such 
as recreation and aesthetics. 
California Rangeland Trust 
(CRT) Ecosystem Service 
Study      

UC Berkeley scientists 
and CRT in a recent study 
identified specific values 
for the ecosystem services 
provided by rangelands 
conserved with conserva-
tion easements by CRT and 
managed by ranching.  The 
study included 56 of the 
ranches conserved by CRT 
throughout the state, totaling 
306,781 acres. Research-
ers discovered that these 
ranches together provide 
up to $1.44 billion in eco-
system services every year.  
The peer-reviewed study 
also found that conservation 
easements return $3.47 for 
every dollar invested to es-
tablish them.  To learn more: 
https://rangelandtrust.org/
ecosystem-service-study/     

If we do the math for Al-
ameda County, the 250,000 
acres of rangeland managed 
by ranchers provide nearly 
$1 billion in ecosystem ser-
vices that benefit our region 
– every year.      

    
If Not Here, Where? 
If Not Now, When?   
Leila Epperson,   
Asbury UMC member,   
Livermore resident  

As a Filipina American, I 
am not inclined to put my-
self front & center in pub-
lic and social issues.  At 
the height of the COVID19 
pandemic, Asians have been 
assaulted, including elderly 
Filipina-Americans,  such 
as 65-year-old Vilma Kari.  
I find myself inspired at the 
response of Vilma’s daugh-
ter, Elizabeth, who started 
an advocacy online commu-
nity sharing stories against 
anti-Asian hate “AAP (I 
Belong). Here is the link: 
https://www.theverge.
com/2021/5/21/22447553/
anti-asian-ameri-
can-hate-story-aapi-belong  

The opposition to the pro-
posed Tiny Homes commu-
nity at Asbury UMC , talk 
about the Homeless as vio-
lent and criminal persons. I 
acknowledge that the expe-
rience of some individuals 
with the homeless may not 
be benign. However, during 
the time I volunteered with 
Partners for Change, a lo-
cal nonprofit that helps in-
dividuals out of poverty 
into self-sufficiency, I met 
some of the shelter chal-
lenged. Among them are 3 
people who really affected 
me and struck my heart to 
the core of my psyche. All 
were female. The 1st is a 
female veteran, the 2nd an 
unemployed female bus 
driver with medical issues, 
and the 3rd a mother with 
her son sleeping in their 
car.  Through Partners for 
Change, other communi-
ty agencies, churches, and 
volunteers, these women 
received assistance.  Can 
we agree that not all unshel-
tered are bad, and some are 
deserving of our assistance?  

I am disappointed that 
some of the neighbors of 
Asbury UMC may lack the 
understanding and com-
passion to be supportive of 
Asbury providing shelter for 
those in need. My father was 
born in 1933 during the De-

pression in the Philippines.  
He suffered through WW2 
and survived post-war Ma-
nila. He has always wel-
comed and opened his home 
to family & friends.  Maybe 
because of his own experi-
ence with suffering, he has 
always offered assistance to 
those who need it.  May we 
in the Livermore commu-
nity, who have not experi-
enced this kind of suffering, 
show kindness and compas-
sion to those who need it. I 
urge the neighbors of As-
bury to allow this church to 
fulfill its mission “centered 
in Jesus Christ, to grow in 
faith, celebrate community, 
and serve others with love,” 
by working with the Asbury 
UMC tiny home team.  

  
In Defense of 
Asbury Church   
Greg Scott, Livermore    

“Why are the home-
less still homeless?” (Jo-
anne Berven, “Is This How 
We Want Our City to Be 
Known?”, Mailbox, 3/16)   

This is a perplexing ques-
tion on a complex socioeco-
nomic and psychological 
phenomenon that is a subset 
of the poverty issue. It is a 
moral and ethical travesty 
where “we are in a broader 
sense all being immiserated 
by poverty.” (Alec MacGil-
lis, “Down and Out in Para-
dise”, The New York Times 
Book Review, 3/19/2023).  
The insidiousness of home-
lessness is included.   

“For every complex prob-
lem, there’s a solution that 
is simple, neat, and wrong.” 
(H.L. Menchken).   

Most do not want, or 
seem to need, the imperative 
of understanding homeless-
ness. “Poverty infringes on 
American prosperity, mak-
ing it a barricaded, stingy, 
frightened kind of afflu-
ence.” (Matthew Desmond, 
“Poverty, By America”, 
2023). Homelessness is a 
part of these fears.   

I in no way discount any 
individual’s, extended and 
nuclear families’, or anyone 
else’s personal safety and 
protection, or respect for 
their property. The story of 
an experience with a home-
less man in Laura Sylvan’s 
letter, “Livermore Council, 
Protect Your Residents” 
(Mailbox, 3/16), is a trage-
dy. What I take exception to 
is Ms. Sylvan’s phrasing of 
her statements.   

“While I highly doubt 
that this man was sent by 
the church to break into 
our home or burglarize our 
belongings,” introduces, by 
Ms. Sylvan - through innu-
endo, inference, aspersion, 
and suspicion - that there is 
some slight possibility that 
Asbury Church did send the 
man to do such deeds. This 
is not possible, nor is there 
a shred of truth to it. Ms. 
Sylvan continues, “I do be-
lieve that he was brought to 
my neighborhood due to the 
homeless outreach services 
offered by Asbury today.” Is 
there any evidence of this?   

Asbury Church’s service 
of good to Livermore and 
the broader communities, 
and to its congregation, the 
hungry, homeless, and oth-
ers, is exemplary. Asbury 
Church practices Chris-
tian principles, such as the 
quote in Ms. Berven’s letter: 
“Whatever you do for one of 
these least brothers of mine, 
you did it for me.” (Matthew 
25:40)   

Because of the concentra-
tion of resources serving the 
few homeless - like Gover-

nor Newsom’s 15% plan 
- versus the needs of the 
many homeless, and with 
consideration of community 
acrimony, I am opposed to 
Asbury Church’s tiny hous-
es project. Asbury Church 
tiny houses proponents dis-
agree. None of these argu-
ments casts an insult to the 
outstanding character and 
qualities of Asbury Church 
and its adherents.   

   
California Shiv’rin’    
Paul Stone, Dublin     

During the windstorm on 
Pi Day last week, a large area 
of south Pleasanton where I 
work lost power for some 18 
hours. Schools, apartments, 
houses, and businesses in the 
area were affected.      

I wondered how the many 
residents who owned Teslas 
would fare with no go-juice. 
We seem to be determined 
to go all electric. This past 
week BAAQMD, an un-
elected group of regulators, 
banned the sale of natural 
gas appliances, ovens, fur-
naces, water heaters, etc.     

But what happens when 
we’re all forced to use these 
things and the electricity 
goes out at an increasingly 
frequent rate which seems 
likely as demand increases 
and production does not?  
Shiver and starve, I guess.     

God furnished this plan-
et with centuries worth of 
abundant fossil fuels that are 
increasingly burned cleanly 
and efficiently thus provid-
ing relatively inexpensive 
energy for us and developing 
nations. He must just shake 
His head at how foolish we 
are to be shutting down what 
He has provided for our 
good.     

Do we think China, India, 
Russia etc. are going to fol-
low suit and cut back their 
fossil fuel usage and produc-
tion because California is so 
woke? Seriously?     

How many trillions of 
dollars are being wasted on 
the green energy schemes 
that end up enriching fat cats 
like Al Gore. And billions of 
those trillions are going to 
Communist China to export 
their Uyghur slave labor so-
lar panels to us.     

When your electricity 
goes out in the future and 
you have no heat, nor ability 
to cook, nor charge your car, 
nor take a hot shower, don’t 
even think about getting a 
portable generator--our gov-
ernor has banned them as of 
2028.     

“Hey, Maude, brr, it’s 
cold--turn on the heat will 
ya?” “No can do, Claude, 
power’s out again.” “Well, 
Maude, let’s light a fire 
then.” “Can’t Claude, this is 
BAAQMD’s 46th consec-
utive no burn day.” “Then 
come here and give me a hug 
to keep me warm, Maude.” 
“Nope, Claude, we haven’t 
showered for 10 days--no 
hot water. Strike three.” “Ya 
mean I’m out, Maude? “Yep, 
out in the cold, Claude.” 
“Maude, how about this: we 
move to Florida?” “Deal, 
Claude.”    

BART R.I.P.?  
Dennis Vied, Livermore  

Last week’s article on 
the early resignation of the 
BART IG highlighted, once 
again, the disaster that is our 
bay area rail transit system.  
It is obvious that BART 
cannot govern itself despite 
the enormous bureaucracy 
it encompasses. Have you 
ridden BART lately?  The 

(See MAILBOX, page 5)
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noise levels at the stations 
which abut the freeway, and 
on board the cars, would be 
illegal if they were present 
anywhere else.  The fact 
that BART is about to run 
out of money is just icing on 
the cake.  BART problems, 
in my opinion, are deeply 
engineered into the system.  
BART may be ungovern-
able and may have to be shut 
down and be completely 
reorganized before any im-
provement is realized.  Only 
the active involvement of 
Bay Area local governments 
can rectify this situation.  
Apparently, the people who 
were interested and capable 
of making a difference have 
resigned out of frustration.   

  
Father of Lies  
Glenn White, Dublin  

The Bible never men-
tions abortion. It says fully 
formed humans don’t live 
until they breathe (Genesis 
2:7, Ezekiel 37:1-10, Job 
33:4). Living people breathe 
until death (Genesis 7:21-
22). There are three pro-
gressive states for humans: 
“never been” or non-exis-
tence, life, and death (Ec-
clesiastes 4:1-3). Nonex-
istence is the unborn state 
(Job 10:19). Murder cannot 
be committed against the 
unborn because they’re 
non-existent, “not been…
carried from womb to tomb” 
as Job 10:19 says, never to 
live and die (Ecclesiastes 
6:3-5). The Bible is cre-
ationist, not evolutionist, so 
life is created with the first 
breath. John the Baptist is 
the only unborn living child 
of God born with Holy Spir-
it in the womb (Luke 1:15) 
because he will baptize Je-
sus. All others must be born 
again with Holy Spirit to be-
come children of God (John 
3:1-22). Jesus says it would 
be good for Judas to never 

be born; to be aborted (Mark 
14:21). Some abortions are 
good, and none are murder.  

Jesus calls those who be-
lieve him (John 8:31) but 
continuously spread mur-
derous lies: children of the 
Devil (John 8:44). Perhaps 
because some believe life 
begins at conception rather 
than the Miracle of Birth, 
they are conceived again 
with murderous lies as chil-
dren of Satan rather than 
being born again with Holy 
Spirit as children of God.   

These false prophets al-
ready injected Satan into 
our Pledge by adding “under 
God” to divide our once in-
divisible nation. That causes 
Americans to unknowing-
ly pledge allegiance under 
Satan the Devil, the God 
of This World (2 Corin-
thians 4:4), who owns all 
the World’s kingdoms and 
nations (Matthew 4:8-11) 
including the USA. By sup-
porting public prayer, they 
defy Christ (Matthew 6:5-6) 
to deceitfully coerce people 
to hypocritically pray to Sa-
tan, the god of deceit (Rev-
elation 12:9). Satanically 
tempting God, some faith-
lessly lobby Israel to rebuild 
Solomon’s Temple on the 
Dome of the Rock attempt-
ing to initiate The Tribula-

tion where Satan’s children 
fulfill their prophesied role: 
worshipping a beast spew-
ing the Anti-Christ Lie that 
forgiveness is unnecessary 
(Revelation 14:9-11).  Chil-
dren of God view Revela-
tion as a sign. Children of 
the Devil use it as a guide-
book.  

This explains why MAGA 
churches, hypocritically 
giving Trump mulligans 
to demonstrate contempt 
for Jesus’ prime teaching 
against hypocrisy (Luke 
12:1), rarely behave like 
God’s children; encouraging 
hatred, lies, deceit, violence, 
blasphemy and Tea Party 
selfishness, which is the real 
reason God destroyed Sod-
om (Ezekiel 16:48-50). It’s 
why MAGA must lie. 

Livermore Police Accepting Applications for 
Summer Youth Academy 

The Livermore Police Department is accepting applications for its summer Police Youth 
Academy, a two-week program for Livermore teens to meet the officers who serve the 
city and learn about policing as patrol, dispatch, crime scene investigations, and other 
police procedures. The program will run from Monday, June 19, to Thursday, June 29, and 
is open to Livermore residents from 13 to 17. For more information, contact Officer Rich 
Hill, rhill@livermoreca.gov e information, contact Nathan Brumley at 925-373-5572 or 
njbrumley@livermoreca.gov.

Pleasanton is asking 
residents to take a short on-
line survey as it prepares to 
develop a two-year budget 
plan for fiscal years 2023 
to 2025. 

The survey is available 
at surveymonkey.com/r/
pleasanton_budget. 

The city will also hold a 
virtual community budget 
meeting from 6 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. on Thursday, March 

30. To RSVP for the online 
meeting, go to tinyurl.com/
b9t4pf. 

In addition, the city will 
have a table at the Pleasan-
ton Farmers’ Market, 46 W. 
Angela St., from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. on Saturday, April 
15, and Saturday, April 22, 
for residents to learn more 
about the budgeting process 
and provide feedback. 

The budget will guide 

how the city spends tax-
payer money, based on 
operational needs, strategic 
goals, and the values and 
priorities of the City Coun-
cil and the community.  

Pleasanton is also tran-
sitioning from a two-year 
work plan to a five-year 
strategic planning process 
to identify longer-term 
goals and priorities for 
the city.

Dublin, Livermore, and 
Pleasanton are conducting 
a human-services needs as-
sessment for the Tri-Valley 
and are inviting input from 
residents.  

The assessment will 
determine which services 
are already provided in 
the community and what 
gaps need to be filled. It 
will look at who lives and 
works in the Tri-Valley, 
what their human-services 
needs are, how businesses 
and nonprofit organizations 
work together to meet those 
needs, and how growth has 
affected the infrastructure 
and the delivery of ser-

vices. 
The Eastern Alameda 

Human Services Needs As-
sessment was last updated 
in 2011. 

Residents who work for 
nonprofit or faith-based 
organizations can get in-
volved in the assessment 
by going to tinyurl.com/3z-
bjjd2s and signing up to 
participate in two-hour 
focus groups.  

In addition, the cities are 
also in the process of form-
ing an Eastern Alameda 
Power and Action Commit-
tee (EAPAC), which will 
assist in the qualitative data 
collection and analysis. 

Members of the committee 
will be paid up to $780 for 
approximately 15 hours 
between now and October.  

Residents can apply to 
serve on the committee 
by going to tinyurl.com/
bp5n64vw.  

The cities have hired JSI 
Research & Training Insti-
tute to serve as consultant 
on the project. 

Each of the cities will 
also discuss the needs as-
sessment at upcoming city 
council meetings: Dublin 
on Tuesday, April 4; Pleas-
anton on Tuesday, April 18; 
and Livermore on Monday, 
May 8.

Tri-Valley Conducting Service Needs Assessment

Pleasanton Seeks Resident Input on City Budget

AVISO PÚBLICO
Esto es para informar que el Consejo Municipal de Livermore llevará a cabo una 
audiencia pública en su junta del 24 de abril de 2023 comenzando a las 7:00 p.m. 
para considerar el asunto que se enumera a continuación:
Audiencia para considerar la primera enmienda sustancial al Plan de Acción del 
Año Fiscal 2022-23 aprobado por el Departamento de Vivienda y Desarrollo 
Urbano de los EE. UU. de la Ciudad de Livermore para de Subvención en Bloque 
de Desarrollo Comunitario (CDBG). El período de comentarios públicos
comenzará el 25 de marzo de 2023 y finalizará el 24 de abril de 2023 para solicitar
comentarios públicos. 
La primera enmienda sustancial al Plan de Acción del Año Fiscal (FY) 2022-23 
están disponibles para revisión pública en la página de inicio
de Servicios Humanos en el sitio web de la Ciudad de Livermore, 
www.livermoreca.gov/humanservices, en el Multi Service Center en 3311 Pacific 
Avenue, de lunes a viernes de 9:00 a.m. a 5:00 p.m., y se puede solicitar por correo 
electrónico a humanservices@livermoreca.gov. 
Consulte la agenda de la reunión del Concejo Municipal del 24 de abril de 2023 
para conocer la ubicación y las opciones de participación publicadas la noche del 
18 de abril de 2023 en www.livermoreca.gov/agenda o en la Oficina de la 
Secretaria Municipal, 1052 South Livermore Avenue Livermore, CA 94550.
La Ciudad invita a los comentarios públicos sobre el asunto con los siguientes 
formatos disponibles:

1. Los comentarios por escrito deben enviarse antes de la junta enviando por 
e-comment (en el sitio web) hasta las 4:00 p.m., por correo electrónico a 
cityclerk@livermoreca.gov antes de las 12:00 p.m., o entregándolo
al Secretaria Municipal en 1052 S Livermore Ave antes de las 12:00 p.m.
del día de la junta. 

2. Los comentarios verbales remotos se pueden proporcionar a través
de Zoom mediante la aplicación en su dispositivo o llamando por teléfono.

3. Se pueden proporcionar comentarios en persona en la cámara del Civic 
Center Meeting Hall.

Los comentarios públicos están limitados a 3 minutos; y el Alcalde puede reducir
la cantidad de tiempo basado en el número de personas que deseen hablar.
El informe y la recomendación del personal estarán disponibles para su revisión en 
el paquete de la agenda del Concejo Municipal a partir de la noche del 18 de abril 
de 2023, que se puede encontrar en el sitio web de la Ciudad de Livermore en 
www.livermoreca.gov. Si desea una copia de la agenda, comuníquese
con la Oficina de la Secretaria Municipal por correo electrónico
a cityclerk@livermoreca.gov, por teléfono al (925) 960-4200 o por correo,
1052 South Livermore Avenue Livermore, CA 94550. La información escrita sobre 
estos puntos de la agenda debe recibirse en la Oficina de la Secretaria Municipal 
antes de las 5:00 p.m. el 17 de abril de 2023, para ser incluido en el paquete
de agenda. Materiales presentados después de las 5:00 p.m. de la fecha límite del 
lunes se le dará al Concejo Municipal la noche de la junta, siempre que
los materiales se reciban en la Oficina de la Secretaria Municipal antes de las
12:00 p.m. el día de la junta del Consejo.
Si impugna estos elementos en el tribunal, es posible que se limite a plantear solo 
los problemas que usted u otra persona plantearon en la audiencia pública, o en la 
correspondencia escrita entregada en la audiencia pública o antes de ella.
Nota: si estas acciones están sujetas al Código de Procedimiento Civil,
Sección 1094.5, y usted elige impugnar estas acciones ante un tribunal,
debe buscar una revisión judicial dentro del tiempo especificado en el Código de 
Procedimiento Civil, Sección 1094.6.
Todas las personas interesadas están invitadas a asistir.
Si alguna persona interesada en participar en la audiencia y es una persona con 
una discapacidad según se define en la Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 
1974 que requiere una adaptación para participar, esa persona puede
hacer los arreglos comunicándose con el Coordinador de ADA en 
adacoordinator@livermoreca.gov o llamando al (925) 960-4170 (voz) o
(925) 960-4104 (TDD) al menos tres días hábiles antes de la junta. La Ciudad de 
Livermore tiene una red de empleados multilingües que pueden actuar como 
intérpretes para los residentes que buscan información sobre los programas 
CDBG. Si se notifica con tres días hábiles de anticipación, la Ciudad
se encargará de tener un intérprete disponible. Comuníquese con la Ciudad
al (925) 960-4590 (voz) o (925) 960-4104 (TDD) o envíe un correo electrónico a 
humanservices@livermoreca.gov.

Fecha: 16 de marzo de 2023                              Marie Weber, Secretaria Municipal
Publicado: 23 de marzo de 2023
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Esto es para informar que el Consejo Municipal de Livermore llevará a cabo una 
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Development Block Grant (CDBG), y otros fondos del Programa de Subsidios para 
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El plan de acción del año fiscal (FY) 2023-24 están disponibles para revisión 
pública en la página de inicio de Servicios Humanos en el sitio web de la Ciudad de 
Livermore, www.livermoreca.gov/humanservices, en el Multi Service Center en 
3311 Pacific Avenue, de lunes a viernes de 9:00 a.m. a 5:00 p.m., y se puede 
solicitar por correo electrónico a humanservices@livermoreca.gov. 
Consulte la agenda de la reunión del Concejo Municipal del 24 de abril de 2023 
para conocer la ubicación y las opciones de participación publicadas la noche del 
18 de abril de 2023 en www.livermoreca.gov/agenda o en la Oficina de la 
Secretaria Municipal, 1052 South Livermore Avenue Livermore, CA 94550.
La Ciudad invita a los comentarios públicos sobre el asunto con los siguientes 
formatos disponibles:

1. Los comentarios por escrito deben enviarse antes de la junta enviando por 
e-comment (en el sitio web) hasta las 4:00 p.m., por correo electrónico a 
cityclerk@livermoreca.gov antes de las 12:00 p.m., o entregándolo
al Secretaria Municipal en 1052 S Livermore Ave antes de las 12:00pm
del día de la junta. 

2. Los comentarios verbales remotos se pueden proporcionar a través
de Zoom mediante la aplicación en su dispositivo o llamando por teléfono.

3. Se pueden proporcionar comentarios en persona en la cámara del
Civic Center Meeting Hall.

Los comentarios públicos están limitados a 3 minutos; y el Alcalde puede reducir
la cantidad de tiempo basado en el número de personas que deseen hablar.
El informe y la recomendación del personal estarán disponibles para su revisión en 
el paquete de la agenda del Concejo Municipal a partir de la noche del 18 de abril 
de 2023, que se puede encontrar en el sitio web de la Ciudad de Livermore en 
www.livermoreca.gov. Si desea una copia de la agenda, comuníquese
con la Oficina de la Secretaria Municipal por correo electrónico a 
cityclerk@livermoreca.gov, por teléfono al (925) 960-4200 o por correo,
1052 South Livermore Avenue Livermore, CA 94550. La información escrita sobre 
estos puntos de la agenda debe recibirse en la Oficina de la Secretaria Municipal 
antes de las 5:00 p.m. el 17 de abril de 2023, para ser incluido en el paquete
de agenda. Materiales presentados después de las 5:00 p.m. de la fecha límite del 
lunes se le dará al Concejo Municipal la noche de la junta, siempre que los 
materiales se reciban en la Oficina de la Secretaria Municipal antes de las
12:00 p.m. el día de la junta del Consejo.
Si impugna estos elementos en el tribunal, es posible que se limite a plantear solo 
los problemas que usted u otra persona plantearon en la audiencia pública, o en la 
correspondencia escrita entregada en la audiencia pública o antes de ella.
Nota: si estas acciones están sujetas al Código de Procedimiento Civil, Sección 
1094.5, y usted elige impugnar estas acciones ante un tribunal, debe buscar una 
revisión judicial dentro del tiempo especificado en el Código de Procedimiento 
Civil, Sección 1094.6.
Todas las personas interesadas están invitadas a asistir.
Si alguna persona interesada en participar en la audiencia y es una persona con 
una discapacidad según se define en la Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 
1974 que requiere una adaptación para participar, esa persona puede
hacer los arreglos comunicándose con el Coordinador de ADA en 
adacoordinator@livermoreca.gov o llamando al (925) 960-4170 (voz) o
(925) 960-4104 (TDD) al menos tres días hábiles antes de la junta. La Ciudad
de Livermore tiene una red de empleados multilingües que pueden actuar como 
intérpretes para los residentes que buscan información sobre los programas 
CDBG. Si se notifica con tres días hábiles de anticipación, la Ciudad se encargará 
de tener un intérprete disponible. Comuníquese con la Ciudad al
(925) 960-4590 (voz) o (925) 960-4104 (TDD) o envíe un correo electrónico a 
humanservices@livermoreca.gov.

Fecha: 16 de marzo de 2023                              Marie Weber, Secretaria Municipal
Publicado: 23 de marzo de 2023
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with both applicants,” Alcala 
explained. 

According to Alcala’s 
statement, “Prior to March 
13, 2023, the city received 
two applications seeking to 
utilize the so-called Build-
er’s Remedy. City staff has 
determined that one of the 
applications is incomplete, 
and is in the process of eval-
uating whether the second 
application is complete and 
will qualify for the Builder’s 
Remedy.” 

Alcala did not identify the 
developers attempting to take 
advantage of the Builder’s 
Remedy, which is affecting 
cities throughout California 
that failed to meet deadlines 
for submitting Housing Ele-
ment plans. Cities in South-
ern California were required 
to submit theirs in October 
2022, and the Bay Area was 
given until Jan. 31, 2023. At 
the moment, 252 cities across 
the state are listed as out of 
compliance. 

“Under the ‘Builder’s 
Remedy,’ California cities 
and counties out of com-
pliance with Housing El-
ement law have forfeited 
their authority to deny af-
fordable housing projects 
on the grounds the project 
is inconsistent with zoning 
and/or General Plan stan-
dards,” San Francisco law 
firm, Hanson Bridgett, which 
represents developers, writes 
on its website.  

The Housing Element 
plans provide guidelines for 
how the Tri-Valley cities 
intend to meet their shares of 
the Association of Bay Area 
Governments (ABAG) Re-
gional Housing Needs Allo-
cation. ABAG last year iden-
tified the need for 441,176 
housing units during the next 
eight years to deal with the 
state’s housing crisis.  

Livermore was assigned 
4,570 units, Pleasanton 5,965 
units, and Dublin’s 3,719. 
Each allocation sets per-
centages for how many new 
units are required for income 
levels ranging from very low 
and low income to above 
moderate.  

Although cities are not re-
quired to build the units, they 
must maintain land properly 
zoned to accommodate resi-
dential development or issue 
building permits.   

Nur Kausar, a spokes-
person for the California 
Department of Housing and 
Community Development 
(HCD), said her office re-
ceived Livermore’s Housing 
Element plan on March 14, 
and it was under review. The 
submission occurred the day 
after Livermore’s City Coun-
cil adopted the 342-page 
document. 

When asked why the city 
did not submit the Housing 
Element before the deadline, 
Livermore City Manager 
Marianna Marysheva wrote 
in an email to The Indepen-
dent that the city worked 
diligently with the HCD to 
review the draft Housing 
Element.  

“HCD’s review took 
months, and the earliest they 
could provide their determi-
nation that our document met 
the statutory requirements 
was Feb. 23,” Marysheva 
stated. “Staff promptly pre-
sented the Housing Element 
to the planning commission 
at their next scheduled meet-
ing on Feb. 28, followed 
by the city council’s next 
scheduled regular meeting 
on March 13.” 

Marysheva went on to say 
that Livermore is ahead of 
many other cities in the state, 
whose Housing Elements are 
still being reviewed by HCD; 
Livermore’s plan “will likely 
require amendments, delay-
ing HCD’s certification.” 

Despite meeting statutory 
requirements, the plan is not 
certified. Language is un-
clear as to whether or not the 
city can avoid the Builder’s 
Remedy before certification 
is attained. 

During the March 13 
Livermore City Council 
meeting, former Planning 
Commissioner John Stein 
encouraged the council to 
adopt the plan because of the 
Builder’s Remedy law. 

“The alternative is dread-
ful,” Stein said. “The (Build-
er’s) Remedy would allow 
a halfway house to be built 
next to a school, a condo-
minium project be built on 
public-protected open space 
or a six-story apartment be 
built in a single-family neigh-
borhood.”  

“Housing is no longer 
the discretion of the local 
agency,” Stein added. “It’s 

been moved to Sacramento 
and to the courts. And the 
decisions being made there 
are not optimal either for the 
state or for the local agency.” 

Dublin, Pleasanton So Far 
Not Facing Builder’s Reme-
dy Applications 

The City of Dublin, which 
adopted its Housing Element 
on Nov. 15, more than two 
months before the state’s 
deadline, maintains it is in 
compliance with state law 
despite being placed on the 
out-of-compliance list.  

After a 60-day review, 
state officials returned Dub-
lin’s Housing Element to 
the city on Jan. 17 with in-
structions to make revisions 
necessary to fully comply 
with State Housing Element 
Law, said Shari Jackman, city 
spokesperson. Staff worked 
with the HCD to make minor 
changes and sent the report 
back for review.  

“The City of Dublin is 
substantially in compliance 
with state law,” Jackman 
said. “We just needed to 
make some minor adjust-
ments to comply fully with 
the law.”  

Jackman reported that no 
developers have attempted 
to use Builder’s Remedy in 
the city.  

“We understand how cit-
ies could be taken advantage 
of, but we are fully commit-
ted to complying with state 
law,” Jackman said. “The 
issue of Builder’s Remedy 
would not pertain to the City 
of Dublin.”  

Heather  Tiernan ,  a 
spokesperson for Pleasanton, 
said the city sent its adopted 
Housing Element to the state 
in mid-February and its staff 
had a meeting scheduled with 
the HCD this week to discuss 
initial feedback on the re-
vised draft Housing Element.  

“The City of Pleasanton 
has not received any Build-
er’s Remedy applications,” 
Tiernan said. “All projects 
submitted on Housing El-
ement sites, and other sites 
where multi-family residen-
tial is permitted, are subject to 
Objective Design Standards 
that were adopted by the City 
Council concurrently with 
the Housing Element.” 

Examples of Rogue Hous-
ing Developments Through-
out the State 

The threat of rogue 
housing developers taking 
advantage of the Builder’s 
Remedy has been a concern 
for municipalities through-
out California. In the state’s 
southern region, which had 
an earlier deadline than the 
Bay Area, developers have 
filed applications for proj-
ects in non-compliant cities 
including Mountain View, 
Santa Monica and Orange. 

In Mountain View, a de-
veloper utilizing Builder’s 
Remedy, is attempting to 
build a six-story, 85-unit 
housing project on a half-acre 
site, despite the city’s zoning 
laws prohibiting it.  

The Southern California 
News Group reported that 
nine cities received 26 Build-
er’s Remedy applications 
during the last several months 
to build more than 8,500 
new residences, including a 
six-story apartment building 
in the City of Orange and a 
2,000-unit, 20-story complex 
in Santa Monica. 

The Hanson Bridgett 

website and those of other 
firms that represent develop-
ers map out how developers 
could take advantage.  

The Hanson Bridgett site 
reads, “This may provide key 
opportunities for developers 
to entitle housing projects 
throughout California, in-
cluding in jurisdictions that 
have typically placed strict 
limits on the size, density, or 
location of housing projects.” 

Hanson Bridgett advised 
developers that “in order to 
ensure that the benefit of the 
Builder’s Remedy applies 
to a project throughout the 
entirety of the entitlement 
process,” developers should 
submit their applications for 
projects as soon as possible 
while a jurisdiction is deemed 
out of compliance with the 
Housing Element rule.  

“The Builder’s Remedy 
seems poised to afford de-
velopers throughout the state 
a golden opportunity to get 
traction on projects which 
may have been non-starters 
with local jurisdictions even 

a year ago,” the website said.  
Attaining Compliance  
Kausar said that although 

it is critical for cities to work 
with urgency toward Hous-
ing Element compliance, 
“it is not uncommon for 
jurisdictions to need to make 
revisions before achieving 
compliance and that can 
stretch past the statutory due 
date.  

“As such, consequenc-
es for housing element 
non-compliance escalate 
over time,” Kausar said. 
“Getting HCD’s finding of 
compliance on an adopted 
housing element is partic-
ularly important within the 
120-day period following 
the statutory due date to 
avoid rezone consequences. 
Jurisdictions that remain out 
of compliance long past their 
due dates face additional 
consequences, including loss 
of access to certain funding, 
legal action and potentially 
subsequent court-imposed 
penalties.” 

learned during COVID. It 
was all the nonprofits that 
stuck around … and the City 
of Dublin has been proud to 
provide support through the 
general fund to provide non-
profits with what they need. 
We are working in concert 
with them to ensure they get 
their needs.”  

Hernandez added that 
funding to support the non-
profits has come from a vari-
ety of sources, including state 
grants, the city’s affordable 
housing fund and the federal 
American Rescue Plan.  

“It is our job to make 
nonprofits aware that there 
is money out there,” said 
Hernandez. “And I truly feel 
it is our job as elected officials 
to not only work side by side 
with nonprofits, but to work 
with them to get those grants 
and that help.”  

LIVERMORE 
Marchand said Livermore 

is preparing for some major 
changes in the future, and the 
city is looking to ramp up its 
community engagement.  

“There are some big deci-
sions coming up, and we need 
to have an informed popu-
lace,” said Marchand. “We 
have started things like the 

‘Livermore 101’ video series 
that tells people how the city 
operates. We have also started 
rotating town halls as a way to 
inform the public about what 
is happening.”  

Marchand added that one 
of the city’s biggest issues 
is the climate action plan, 
currently under development.  

“It’s a big deal,” he said.  
Other items included the 

specific plan that will provide 
over 1,000 units of affordable 
housing to the community, 
and Valley Link, which could 
have three or four trains com-
ing in and out of Livermore.  

“All of this must be done 
with an informed populace,” 
he said. 

PLEASANTON 
 Brown said she is also 

proud of Pleasanton’s in-
volvement when it comes 
to community support and 
advocacy.  

She explained, “There are 
many things I am proud of, 
such as people calling me and 
saying ‘Hey, we are having 
an event,’ and I love that. It 
means that we are open and 
available.”  

Brown commended the 
regional effort to get residents 
tested and vaccinated during 

the height of the pandemic, 
thanks to the partnership 
among the city, the Alameda 
Fairgrounds, the Alameda 
County Board of Supervisors 
and Stanford Health Care and 
Sutter Health. 

“Together, we were able to 
provide something so much 
bigger than any of our other 
cities,” she said. 

DANVILLE 
In Danville, Storer ex-

plained that the state legisla-
ture has required a lot of the 
town, as it has of all cities, and 
there is some concern about 
local authority. 

“A lot of us feel we are 
losing some local control,” 
said Storer. “And so we are 
educating our community 
about what is happening. We 
are also looking at what the 
needs of the community are 
post-pandemic. Things that 
were working in the past just 
aren’t working now. We want 
to drive people downtown 
and make sure that businesses 
and nonprofits are all work-
ing together. Nonprofits are 
a bridge to helping people 
that we might not otherwise 
touch, and we are very proud 
of that.” 

SAN RAMON 

Armstrong said the most 
important items for him was 
the message of fiscal sustain-
ability and growth. 

“In this post-COVID en-
vironment, we are really 
just starting to recover to 
pre-COVID levels,” said 
Armstrong. “And unfortu-
nately, the cost of services 
are going up and that has us 
concerned that we might be 
starting to get out of balance. 
So, one of our challenges is 
to make sure we are going to 
be able to keep up with the 
cost of services in the future. 
Another challenge is growth. 
We have requirements from 
the state to zone and plan for 
development, and it’s pretty 
significant. With Chevron 
gone, although they are still 
maintaining their headquar-
ters here, there is that large 
property that is going to be 
available for someone.”  

Armstrong added that 
the city is working with a 
development company on a 
plan that could include 1,200 
units of housing.  

“We are talking about 
the area around the Bishop 
Ranch Center,” he said. “So, 
that’s a couple of things we 
are taking a look at.”  

MEASURE D
(Continued from first page)
arenas on their properties for 
competitions that currently 
eschew Alameda County for 
other counties. 

Supported by the Friends 
of Livermore (FOL), Friends 
of Open Space and Vine-
yards, the Tri-Valley Con-
servancy and Livermore 
Wine Growers Association, 
the changes made their way 
slowly through the Coun-
ty’s Agricultural Advisory 
Committee (AAC), Plan-
ning Commission and Board 
of Supervisors during the 
last two years before being 
placed on the Nov. 7, 2022 
ballot. Seventy percent of 
voters across the county 
approved it. 

Specifically, the mea-
sure and its required chang-
es to the ECAP will allow 
winegrowers and farmers to 
erect agricultural buildings 
up to 2.5% of their parcel 
square-footage, in addition 
to the previous floor area 
ratio (FAR) of 1% for other 
non-residential buildings 

that remain in place. Tri-Val-
ley winegrowers said the 
1% limit under the original 
Measure D was too small to 
attract mid-size wine grow-
ing businesses to the region. 

Equestrian business 
owners also can now build 
covered arenas of at least 
20,000-square-feet  on 
smaller farms, up to 2.5% 
of mid-size farms and up to 
60,000-square-feet on large 
farms. Horse ranchers had 
sought the increased sizes 
because the original Measure 
D’s restrictions on building 
size prevented them from 
hosting larger equestrian 
events. 

“This will allow Alameda 
County to be more attractive 
and competitive when it 
comes to the ag industry and 
equestrian industry here in 
our county,” Miley said. “I’m 
just so, so thankful that we’re 
finally to this point.” 

The supervisors’ adoption 
of the voters’ Measure D 
2022 action concludes two 

intense years of local efforts 
from the equestrian and wine 
communities to rewrite the 
measure and to gain areaw-
ide approval of its language. 

To get to this point, the 
county board’s Transporta-
tion and Planning Committee 
held nine public meetings 
on the subject. The county’s 
Community Development 
Agency provided 17 meet-
ings at the AAC, Castro 
Valley Municipal Advisory 
Council, Fairview Municipal 
Advisory Council and the 
Sunol Citizens’ Advisory 
Council. The Supervisors 
also held an additional meet-
ing to discuss the ballot 
measure. 

Dick Schneider, a co-au-
thor of the original Mea-
sure D, helped shepherd the 
new measure through com-
mittees. Schneider told the 
board he was pleased with 
the result of the 2022 vote. 

“It took a long time to 
get it done,” Schneider said. 
“I hope this will make the 

improvements that will allow 
agriculture and equestrian 
operations to improve and 
make some more money.” 

In a separate vote, the 
board enacted a new defini-
tion for “agricultural build-
ing” in the county’s zoning 
ordinance. If approved in a 
second reading, the defini-
tion would call such a build-
ing a “structure designed and 
constructed or used to house 
farm implements or farm 
equipment; poultry, livestock 
or similar arm or ranch ani-
mals; or hay grain, olive, nuts 
hops, wine or other horticul-
tural products in bins, tanks, 
barrels, case goods or other 
storage vessels.” 

The definition continued: 
“This structure shall allow 
for the processing, treatment, 
packaging, and storage of ag-
ricultural and/or horticultural 
products.” 

One line, however, nearly 
derailed the approval at the 
last minute when Supervisor 
David Haubert questioned 

whether the verbiage “This 
structure shall not be a place 
of human habitation, nor 
shall it be a place used by the 
public or for social events,” 
meant property owners 
could not hold private social 
events, such as a family wine 
tasting or wedding in their 
own buildings. 

However, all businesses 
and families were able to 
hold social events under the 
pre-existing Measure D 2000 
rules. The new agricultural 
building definition doesn’t 
affect these uses; they just 
cannot occur in the 2.5% 
FAR buildings used strictly 
for agricultural purposes. 

Assured by county staff 
and Schneider that the defi-
nition, which went through 
numerous changes as it 
bounced back and forth from 
the AAC, Planning Commis-
sion and Board of Supervi-
sors, was meant to prohibit 
commercial activities, and 
that last-minute changes 
might send the whole pro-

cess back for an environmen-
tal review, Haubert voted to 
approve it. 

“If we had in the future 
a problem, we could always 
bring this definition back for 
changes,” he said. “I don’t 
want to create a solution to 
a problem that we might not 
have. A solution looking for 
a problem is never good.” 

The ballot measure and 
supervisors’ vote to adopt 
its zoning ordinance changes 
also affect the Castro Valley 
General Plan.  

The voter approved Mea-
sure D 2022 changes went 
into effect March 9 when the 
Board of Supervisors adopt-
ed it into the County General 
Plan. The zoning ordinance 
change adopted by the su-
pervisors at the first reading 
on March 9 will be placed on 
the board’s April 13 agenda 
for a second reading, and if 
approved, will take effect 30 
days later on May 13.  

International Data Corpo-
ration (IDC) announced the 
City of Livermore’s Cyber 
Safe Livermore Initiative as 
a finalist in IDC Government 
Insights’ sixth annual Smart 
Cities North America Awards 
(SCNAA) in the category 
of Economic Development, 
Tourism, Arts, Libraries, 
Culture, Open Spaces. The 
awards recognize the prog-
ress North American munic-
ipalities have made in exe-
cuting Smart Cities projects, 
as well as provide a forum 
for sharing best practices to 
help accelerate Smart City 
development in the region.   

Finalists in the SCNAA 
illustrate best practice exam-
ples of how forward-thinking 
municipalities are effectively 
leveraging technology and in-
novation to offer new services 
and economic opportunities 
and to meet the needs and 
expectations of community 
members.  

Livermore’s Cyber Safe 
initiative is dedicated to fos-
tering a secure and inclusive 
cyber environment within 
the community. As part of 

this effort, the city provides 
valuable resources for pro-
moting cyber safety, features 
important messages on its 
social media and actively 
participates in national events 
like Cybersecurity Awareness 
Month and Data Privacy 
Week, with the City Council 
issuing formal proclamations. 
The city also offers a range of 
Cyber Safety resources on its 
website, which are accessible 
at cybersafe.livermoreca.
gov.  Additionally, the city 
provides a complimentary 
cybersecurity application to 
community members to help 
encourage the adoption of 
best cyber hygiene practices.  

“This initiative is an im-
portant part of the City of 
Livermore’s mission to create 
a safe, healthy and welcom-
ing city, and to provide safe, 
accessible public amenities,” 
said Livermore Mayor John 
Marchand.  

For additional information 
or to speak with Ruthbea 
Yesner,  contact Sarah Mur-
ray at 781-378-2674 or sar-
ah@attunecommunications.
com.    

Livermore Named as Finalist in 
IDC Government Insight’s Smart 
Cities North America Awards 
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TRACTOR
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AIRPORT
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Saturday, May 6
Del Valle Regional Park, Livermore

HIKE HIKE       HOPEHOPEforfor    

Your participation helps Hope Hospice care for more 
than 2,000 East Bay neighbors each year. Money raised 
through registrations and supporting donations benefits 
patient care and helps keep grief support, dementia 
education, and caregiver resources available to the 
public at no charge.

TheHikeForHope.com

$35 ADULT
FOR PARTICIPANTS AGE 18 AND UP

$15 YOUTH
FOR PARTICIPANTS AGES 13–17

FREE FOR KIDS 12 AND UNDER
REGISTRATION STILL REQUIRED TO GET A SHIRT

$80 FAMILY PACKAGE 
INCLUDES REGISTRATION FOR 2 ADULTS AND 2 YOUTH

Tax-Deductible Registration Donation
Hope Hospice is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, 94-2576059. 

2.6 miles: easy out-and-back lakefront 
route that can be shortened to your 
comfort level
4.4 miles: adds a moderate incline loop

Route 
Options[

Register today!

Sponsorship Opportunities
Connect by March 31 to maximize  
your publicity benefits!

Sign up  by 3/31 for an event T-shirt guarantee

Self-paced hike    Barbecue lunch    Lawn games    
Raf f le prizes    Silent auction    Fundraising

. .

. .

“40 Years Installing Fireplaces”

 Gas Fireplaces • Gas & Pellet Inserts • Free-Standing Stoves
Sales & Installation of our Products Only

510.471.5601
JerrysFireplaces.com

Tired of no burn days?

Since 1982

WE OFFER A LARGE SELECTION OF 
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES INCLUDING:

23585 Connecticut Street
Unit 15, Hayward

M-F 9-5, Sat 10-4CA Lic #525769

UP TO $400 OFF*
*On select units.

home fairies llc

IN-HOME CARE
Our caring, friendly, and compassionate staff
and caregivers can be your personal “fairies”.

For FREE assessment, call 925.526.0009
Licensed  |  Bonded  |  Insured

www.homefairies.com

Tasting Room Open: 
Saturday: 12 - 5pm, 
Sunday: 12 - 5pm, 
or by appointment 

2270 Research Drive, 
Livermore

(925) 292-9157

The Independent is now seeking talented 
freelance reporters to cover breaking news, 

events, and local issues in the Livermore, 
Pleasanton, Sunol and Dublin areas. Ideal 
candidates must live in the Tri-Valley and 
possess strong writing skills, a keen eye

for detail, and the ability to work 
independently to meet tight deadlines.

Please submit your resume and writing 
samples to editor@independentnews.com 

with the subject line "Freelancer Application."

Now Hiring
Freelance Reporters

prospective tenants or those 
desiring to develop/lease 
at the airport,” wrote city 
manager assistant Stephanie 
Egidio in an email. 

Aviation Management 
Consulting Group consul-
tant Bob Trimborn, who 
authored the new develop-
ment policy, described it 
as “a process-driven policy 
that goes through multiple 
iterations of review, com-
ments and analysis before 
it comes into play. It’s a 
fair and equal-opportunity 
process.” 

But Vice Chair Darin 
Bishop expressed hesitation 
around introducing more 
process to an airport that has 
seen little development in 
recent decades when, at the 
same time, it has remained 
beholden to a mandate of 
financial self-sufficiency. 

Bishop said the fact that 
there is so much free land 
around the airport is attrib-
utal to the city’s current 
process and “friction to 
development.”  

Pete Sandhu, owner of 
the airport’s fixed-based op-
erator Five Rivers Aviation, 
commented at a recent city 
council meeting, “There’s 
been dozens and dozens of 
developers for the last few 
decades that have come 
in and proposed doing all 
kinds of different projects 
that haven’t executed.” 

Sandhu went on to urge 
the council to expedite proj-
ects held back by a develop-
ment moratorium, in place 
since last September, that 
awaits the new development 
policy’s adoption. 

Trimborn believed that 
the well-defined expecta-
tions set forth in the new 
policy will help move ap-
plications through. 

“There’s deadlines on 
both sides of the fence that 
drives it forward to a con-

clusion,” said Trimborn. 
In addition to less pro-

cess, Bishop also urged 
staff to include the com-
mission earlier on in the 
development timeline, offer-
ing recent plans from Oak-
land-based charter company 
KaiserAir as an example of 
process inefficiencies. 

“I’m not alone in think-
ing that that whole process 
that was followed, for that 
Kaiser thing, did not turn out 
well,” said Bishop. 

He went on to recall early 
attempts by airport com-
missioners to learn more 
about the proposal that met 
resistance from then Airport 
Manager David Decoteau. 

“We heard rumors there’s 
some big proposal coming 
from a large operator,” said 
Bishop. “(But Decoteau) 
could not provide details 
because of non-disclosure 
agreements.” 

Originally described 
by KaiserAir as a plan to 
service empty aircraft at 
Livermore, project plans 
eventually revealed an area 
designated as a “customs 
facility,” an area to process 
international travelers.  

“I’ll tell you, if former 
Chair Shezifi, or I, or Adam 
(Bertsch), had gotten a 
chance to see all those de-
tailed drawings and blue-
prints and all that stuff about 
737s, I could have told him 
in 20 seconds, you might 
as well go self-immolate in 
the square with this, because 
that’s what’s going to hap-
pen; the town’s going to go 
nuts,” he continued. 

Following public oppo-
sition over noise and the 
customs facility, KaiserAir 
quietly let its application 
reservation expire last July 
after placing 45 acres of air-
port land on hold for about 
two and a half years. 

Revisions to the Hangar 
Waitlist Policy, meanwhile, 
responded to criticisms of 

subjective positioning of 

applicants on the waitlist. 
The airport’s soon-to-be-
updated policy specifies a 
three-hangar limit per one 
applicant. However, Sam 
Rivinius was previously 
allowed to lease as many as 
seven hangars for the busi-
nesses he owned. The city’s 
reasoning was that they 
were not “affiliated.” When 
previously asked why an 
owner of multiple compa-
nies wouldn’t be considered 
an affiliate of all them, City 
Attorney Jason Alcala said 
“the determination whether 
the businesses are affiliated 
is an administrative deci-
sion.” He further noted that 
as part of the policy update 
process city staff will eval-
uate ordinance revisions “to 
more clearly reflect staff’s 
consistent interpretation 
and implementation of that 
language, as well as oppor-
tunities to establish new ex-
pectations for application(s) 
in the future.” 

While the current policy 
relies on a point system that 
involves airport-manager 
discretion and has stretched 
some wait times into de-
cades, the new policy will 
order applicants solely by 
application date, in line with 
other waitlists at similar 
airports. 

But the city will trans-
fer applicants waiting for 
executive or corporate han-
gars — the airport’s larger 
hangars — in the same order 
as the old list, said Egidio. 

Once the public com-
ment period closes, city 
staff will incorporate the 
feedback to produce a set 
of policy updates that will 
again go before Airport 
Commission review. The 
Airport Development policy 
will also go on to the City 
Council for adoption. 

recent press release. “This 
expansion will open the 
possibilities for new job 
creation, workforce devel-
opment, and investment 
in high-value businesses 
within our city. It’s work 
we’re proud to support and 
continue to help flourish for 
Livermore.”  

Californians in low-in-
come agricultural areas are 
subject to some of the worst 
air quality conditions in the 
nation, driven by the neces-
sity of agricultural operators 
producing the food we need 
to survive. The criticality of 
these operations, combined 
with farmers’ limited ability 
to adopt new technologies 
while operating under slim 
margins, have left off-road 
emissions reductions in 
this sector out of reach for 
decades. Monarch Tractor 
aims to provide value to 
farmers while supporting the 
transition to zero emission 
precision agriculture with its 
combination of fully electric 
and driver-optional equip-
ment, like the 40 horsepower 
Monarch MK-V. 

Wente Vineyards in Liv-
ermore became the first to 
welcome the tractor in April 

2021. 
“We’ve seen firsthand 

the benefits of the Monarch 
Tractor in our vineyards,” 
Niki Wente of Wente Vine-
yards said at the time. “Mon-
arch Tractor represents the 
future of tractors and to be 
the first customer deploy-
ment is especially exciting 
as we kick off this new era of 
sustainable farming.” 

CEC Commissioner Patty 
Monahan noted that Califor-
nia farmers are “at the front 
lines of climate change, 
experiencing extreme heat, 
water stress, and smoke from 
wildfires.”  

“I’m excited that Mon-
arch Tractor can give farmers 
a zero-emission alternative 
to diesel tractors, and help 
advance more sustainable 
practices,” Monahan con-
tinued. “This grant program 
was designed with innova-
tors like Monarch Tractor in 
mind, and we are excited to 
partner with them on their 
journey.”  

The resulting 600 vehi-
cles estimated to be manu-
factured through this award 
will abate emissions of ap-
proximately 13,100 metric 
tons of carbon dioxide equiv-

alent and 105 metric tons of 
nitrogen oxides, according 
to Monarch Tractor officials.  
Utilizing a Monarch MK-V 
in place of a comparable 
diesel tractor is the equiv-
alent emission reduction 
of removing 10 passenger 
vehicles from the road. The 
flexible manufacturing line 
developed under this grant 
will be capable of produc-
ing up to 120 vehicles per 
month with these emission 
reductions, while directly 
creating over 50 jobs and 
providing more than 700 
hours of technical training 
to new hires. 

“The Monarch team is 
incredibly grateful for the 
support and opportunity to 
work alongside the Cali-
fornia Energy Commission 
and the City of Livermore 
as we accelerate our sus-
tainability movements in 
the city and across the entire 
state,” said Praveen Penmet-
sa, Co-Founder & CEO of 
Monarch Tractor. “We see 
Livermore and this manu-
facturing facility as the next 
epicenter for regenerative 
ag-tech.” 

like the gym and cafeteria, 
were not designed for cur-
rent numbers. Moving sixth 
grade to another campus is 
one possible solution to the 
overcrowding.  

This is not the first time 
DUSD has discussed mov-
ing its sixth-grade students. 
During a September 2021 
meeting, staff gave a review 
of the TK-6 model, listing 
higher test scores, protection 
from the negative influence 
of older students and the 
opportunity for teachers to 
form deeper relationships 
with their students as reasons 
for keeping sixth graders in 
elementary school an extra 
year.  

A survey taken of district 
families in August 2021 to 
receive input on remaining a 
TK-5 model or moving to a 
TK-6 model received 3,250 
responses with 61% in favor 
of remaining a TK-5 model. 
The board hopes to gather 
more current information 
with this new survey.  

The board is not alone in 
anticipating the results of the 
coming survey. Members of 
the Dublin Teachers Associa-
tion (DTA) are also awaiting 
results and a decision on 
the question of moving to a 
TK-6 model. DTA Bargain-
ing Chair Katina Lewis said 
teacher voices need to be “at 
the center of any decision.”  

“As always,  Dublin 
Teachers Association mem-
bers are focused on securing 
the best for Dublin students,” 
Lewis said. “We know that 
it is possible when man-
agement partners with its 
employees and the commu-
nity to put the best supports 
in place for our students … 

Obviously the best grade 
configuration will help all 
of our students thrive, and 
DTA members are glad that 
community input is being 
sought.” 

LEADERSHIP
(Continued from first page)

“(The program) was in-
valuable to my success as a 
business person and to my 
community service,” said 
Randy Brown, a Leadership 
Pleasanton graduate. “Pleas-
anton is uniquely powerful 
because of how it connects 
residents that may not have 
otherwise met and created 
relationships, which may not 
have been created.” 

Chamber of Commerce 

Chief Executive Officer 
James Cooper, who had 
hoped to receive sponsorship 
funds, spoke during public 
comment on the item before 
the vote, “Far more valuable 
(than the funds) is the staff 
time, and the staff input, and 
the staff collaboration. It’s 
the content that makes the 
program, and it’s the pro-
gram that makes the people 
happy.” 

Mayor Karla Brown 
looked forward to the low-
er-barrier city program.  

Brown noted that this 
is a wonderful opportunity 
to relook at the leadership 
plan to educate residents, 
many of whom are unclear 
of the level of commitment 
involved with a committee 
or commission. 
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TRI-VALLEY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Saturday, March 25 
LIVERMORE VALLEY CAMERA CLUB FREE PRINT GIVEAWAY 
Members of the Livermore Valley Camera Club are looking for 
new homes for some of our competition photos. These mounted 
and mated photographs cover a wide variety of subjects, includ-
ing color, monochrome, nature, creative, and travel. They vary 
in size up to 16”x20” and are usually (but not always) on white 
mats. Those looking for something to decorate their walls won’t 
find a better deal. All images are absolutely free, with a limit of 
three per household. For more information, visit the Livermore 
Public Library, 1188 S. Livermore Ave., from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
 
Saturday, March 25, 2023 
SPRING USED BOOK & MEDIA SALE 
Friends of Dublin Library, Inc. invites all to shop for bargain books 
and audio-visual materials at their Spring Used Book & Media 
Sale. Most items are priced are $.50 to $2. Funds from sales 
go toward purchasing the library’s materials and supporting its 
programs. The event takes place Saturday, from 9 to 11 a.m. for 
members only, with memberships available at the door starting 
at 8:30 a.m.; Saturday, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., with the sale open 
to all; and Sunday, from 1 to 4 p.m. for Bargain Day, with the 
sale open to all. Bargain Bag-o’-Books patrons can fill a paper 
bag (provided) with books for only $5, while Special Bargains 
offers half off on specially priced items. For more information, 
visit dublinfriends.org. 
 
Sunday, March 26  
PASSOVER OPEN HOUSE  
Curious about Jewish culture? Come to Tri-Valley Cultural Jews’ 
free Outdoor Passover Jewish Cultural School Open House at 
10:30 a.m., in Pleasanton. Attendees will learn about Passover 
traditions from around the world and make some homemade 
matzoh. Jewish Cultural School meets twice a month for kids 
aged 5 to teens. Masks are required. For more information, 
email culturaljews@gmail.com, call 925-399-8029 or visit 
trivalleyculturaljews.org.  
  
Saturday, April 1       
LIVERMORE HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
11TH ANNUAL CRAB FEED       
The Livermore High School Alumni Association will host their 
11th annual Crab Feed at 6 p.m., at Robert Livermore Commu-
nity Center 4444 East Ave., in Livermore. The dinner will feature 
crab, pasta, salad, bread and dessert, with chicken available 
upon request prior to event, and a no-host bar. For tickets, visit 
bit.ly/3XQ2tia. For more information, email lhsalumniassoc@
gmail.com or call 925-724-4251.       
        
Saturday, April 1
MIJENTA TEQUILA BUNNY HOP LIVERMORE
Hop into the spirit of Earth Month with Mijenta Tequila’s “Bunny 
Hop” for a fun-filled afternoon of sipping on delicious Mijenta 
Tequila cocktails while exploring some of the best bars in town. 
The event is free, and an RSVP is suggested but not required at 
http://bit.ly/3n9B3pZ. Drinks and food will need to be purchased, 
with food available at all stops except for Beer Baron and food 
specials throughout the day at La Botica. Participating bars 
include Monica’s, Sons of Liberty, Beer Baron, and Last Word. 
Each bar will be creating two special cocktails (one with Mijenta 
Tequila Blanco and one with Mijenta Tequila Reposado). Be sure 
to take notes during the day, as participants will be voting for 
their favorites at the end of the day. A portion of the proceeds 
from the event will be donated to Women’s Earth Alliance at 
womensearthalliance.org. The event takes place from 1:30 to 
7 p.m., at Monica’s, 2074 Second St., in Livermore. For more 
information, visit monicaslivermore.com or mijenta-tequila.com, 
email liz@altos-planos.com or call 925-922-2493.

Saturday, April 1 and Sunday, April 2
LIVERMORE ART ASSOCIATION 66TH ANNUAL 
SPRING ART SHOW
The Livermore Art Association’s biggest art show takes place 
at the Bothwell Center for the Arts, 2466 8th St. The non-juried 
format attracts a lot of new artists, who bring surprising and 
exciting works. Bud Donaldson will also be showing a special 
display of artworks made by veterans from the Veteran’s Hospi-
tal. The show is generously supported by the City of Livermore 
Commission for the Arts and Livermore Arts. It is free and open to 
the public from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., on Saturday and Sunday. There 
will be a reception with awards on Sunday from 2:30 to 4 p.m.

Sunday, April 2
HOUSE CONCERT IN LIVERMORE: THE LUIS PERALTA TRIO
From 2 to 4 p.m., The Livermore Jazz Society will host The Luis 
Peralta Trio. Comprised of Luis Peralta on piano, Brian Juarez 
on bass, and Ben Esposito on drums, the trio will be playing 
bebop, hard bop, and songs from the Great American Song book. 
The event will take place via live audience and livestream. A 
recent video is available at youtu.be/FZh_biGAt40. To request 
a seat, email info@livermorejazzsociety.org or fill out the form 
at livermorejazzsociety.org/reserve-seats. If seats are available, 

attendees will receive a formal invitation with the concert ad-
dress. Seating capacity is limited, so advance notice is highly 
recommended. For livestream information, refer to the ‘Events’ 
page of the website listed above. The suggested donation is $20, 
but donations of any amount are welcome. For more information, 
visit livermorejazzsociety.org.

Sunday, April 9
“AMAZING RACE” EASTER AT GRACEWAY CHURCH
Families are invited to join GraceWay Church to celebrate Easter 
“Amazing Race” style, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. This free event 
includes a race through different locations in the church to ex-
plore the story of Easter. There will be games, challenges, crafts 
and of course Easter eggs. Lunch will be served to the entire 
family. RSVP at gracelife.org/events or call 925-846-4436. The 
Amazing Race will follow GraceWay’s Easter celebration that will 
start at 10 a.m. on April 9. All are welcome. The church is located 
at 1183 Quarry Lane, in Pleasanton. For more information, visit 
gracewaylife.org.

Saturday, April 15 
TRI-VALLEY WRITERS CHAPTER OF THE 
CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB 
Connie Post will present “Finding your creativity in the Between 
Places” at the Tri-Valley Writers April meeting. She will explain 
how to find creativity by going beyond descriptions to find hidden 
meaning in unexpected places. Join in at 2 p.m. at Tri-Valley 
Writers’ new meeting location, Las Positas College, room 2470 
at 3000 Campus Hill Drive, in Livermore. Check-in begins at 1:30 
p.m. TO RSVP and pay, email treasurer@trivalleywriters.org by 
April 13, and register at bit.ly/3CpD0UC. Tickets for CWC adult 
members are $10; nonmembers are $12; CWC student mem-
bers ages 14 to 22 are $5; and student nonmembers are $8. 
 
Sunday, April 23 
TRINITY CONCERT SERIES THE VERVE TRIO: CLASSICS
Founded in 2019, the Verve Trio is comprised of pianist Chia-Lin 
Yang, violinist Elbert Tsai, and cellist Brady Anderson. The trio 
has engaged audiences throughout the San Francisco Bay Area 
with innovative programs featuring familiar masterpieces as 
well as lesser-known works highlighting the influence of tango 
and jazz. The concert takes place at 4 p.m., at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 1225 Hopyard Road, in Pleasanton. Suggested con-
tributions are $20 for general admission; $5 for students; and 
free for those age 12 and under. Proceeds support the artists 
and ongoing concert series.

Saturday, April 29 
TWIN VALLEY BSA SCOUTS’ LIVERMORE LUAU FUNDRAISER 
From 5 to 8 p.m., at El Sol Winery, located at 8626 Lupin Way 
in Livermore, the Twin Valley BSA Scouts’ present the Liver-
more Luau Fundraiser.  The event will feature kalua pig, shoyu 
chicken, teriyaki beef, lomi-lomi salmon, rice mac salad, green 
salad, and haupia, as well as music, wine, auction, and raffle. 
Tickets are $70. For more information, call 925-577-0724 or 
email tvdistrictchair@gmail.com. 
 
Monday, May 8 to Tuesday, June 27    
UPCOMING SUPPORT GROUPS    
When grieving the loss of a loved one, people may feel over-
whelmed by the ebb and flow of emotions. Hope Hospice’s grief 
support services help adults and youth learn to process these 
feelings and find ways to move forward in a positive direction. 
Hope’s grief support services are free of charge, but registration 
in advance by phone is required at 925-829-8770 on weekdays, 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. A brief assessment is required. Support 
groups are currently being conducted online by Zoom video 
conference, and services for young children are temporarily 
paused until in-person group gatherings can continue. General 
Grief runs May 8 to June 26, on Mondays, from 6 to 7:30 p.m.; 
Spousal and Partner Loss runs May 9 to June 27, on Tuesdays 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. or Wednesdays from 1:30 to 3 p.m.; and 
Loss of a Child runs from May 8 to June 26, on Mondays from 6 
to 7:30 p.m. For Teens Group, call for dates. Groups are offered 
once per quarter. Those who cannot make the next sessions 
should call the office to put your name on the interest list for 
the following quarter. 
 
ONGOING VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES           
TOPSCIENCE           
TOPScience is a group that partners with elementary school 
science teachers to enhance learning for both students and 
teachers. It is an opportunity to pass on skills and knowledge 
while having fun and contributing to schools in Livermore. For 
more information or to volunteer, contact Art Krakowsky at 
artkr@sbcglobal. net or 925-455-0486.           
                  
ONGOING WEEKLY EVENTS           
PLEASANTON FARMERS MARKET           
Open Saturdays, from 10 to 1 p.m., at Main Street and West 
Angela Street. Seniors 60 and over are welcome for specialized 
shopping from 9 to 10 a.m.

Email non-profit events to calendar@independentnews.com for newspaper calendar and 
visit our website www.independentnews.com to promote all events online.

Volunteers Needed For Special 
Needs Skateboarding Camp  

Dragon Skate Camp, 
which offers free skate-
boarding instruction for 
youths with special needs, 
is seeking volunteers for its 
summer sessions. 

“Volunteer instructors 
don’t need special train-
ing,” said James Young, 
who founded the program 
in 2017 with his brother, 
Thomas, when they were 
students at Granada High 
School. “They just need 
basic skateboarding skills, 
an interest in introducing 
the activity to others, and be 
ready to have some fun. Ide-
ally, volunteers are between 

the ages of 14 and 20 but 
we are open to volunteers 
of all ages.” 

The skate camps, sup-
ported by the Taylor Fam-
ily Foundation and Street 
Science Skate Shop in Liv-
ermore, take place at the 
Livermore Skatepark, 3800 
Pacific Ave. Each session in-
cludes an hour of instruction 
for two days in a row. There 
is no cost for participants. 

To volunteer, contact 
Young at jay@jamesyoung-
skateboardcoaching.com. 
For more information, go 
to the Dragon Skate Camp 
Facebook page.

Veteran Chautauqua per-
former Jeremy Meier will 
portray Robert F. Kennedy 
(RFK) for an Ed Kinney Se-
ries program at the Firehouse 
Arts Center in Pleasanton on 
Tuesday, March 28. 

Meier, chair of the Fine 
and Performing Arts Depart-
ment at Owens Community 
College in Ohio, will focus 
on Kennedy’s campaign for 

the Democratic nomination 
for president in the spring 
of 1968.  

RFK was the brother of 
former President John F. 
Kennedy, who was killed by 
a sniper in 1963. RFK would 
also be assassinated in June 
1968, during a campaign stop 
at the Ambassador Hotel in 
Los Angeles in June 1968. 

“Kennedy’s campaign 
was particularly active in 
California in the spring of 
1968,” noted Rachel Bric-
kell, director of education 
for the Museum on Main, 
which sponsors the monthly 
speaker series. “It will be 
fascinating to hear his views 
on promoting racial equality 
and economic justice in the 
late 1960s while knowing 
the sad outcome of his as-
sassination.” 

Chautauqua scholars re-
main in character throughout 
their performance. 

Meier will portray RFK 
during a 2p.m. matinee per-
formance at the Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., and during an evening 
performance at 7 p.m. This 
will be Meier’s first appear-
ance in Pleasanton. 

General admission tickets 
are $25, with discounts for 
students, senior citizens, and 
museum members. Tickets 
are available online at may 
be purchased online at mu-
seumonmain.org, by call-
ing 925-462-2766, or at the 
museum, 603 Main Street, 
during normal operating 
hours. 

Camera Club to Give Away Photographs 
The Livermore Valley Camera Club (LVCC) is offering free 
matted photographs for display. The photographs include 
color and black and white images taken by club members, 
encompassing travel, landscape, wildlife, journalism, and other 
genres. Stacks of photographs, matted up to 16-inches by 
20-inches in size, will be available for review at the Livermore 
Civic Center Library, 1188 S. Livermore Ave., from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m., on Saturday, March 25. Founded in 1958, LVCC sponsors 
photography classes and field trips through the Livermore Area 
Recreation and Parks Department. For more information, go 
to LivermoreValleyCameraClub.net.

The Alameda County 
Fairgrounds in Pleasanton 
will host a cat adoption, 
equestrian show, robot fight-
ing, spring home show, the 
Tri-Valley Innovation Fair, 
and a fun run for education 
during a busy April.  

The month will kick off 
with the Pleasanton Cat 
Extravaganza and Adoption 
Event, sponsored by Loving 
Cats World Wide, on Satur-
day and Sunday, April 1-2.  

The weekend will in-
clude a cat-judging contest, 
speakers, an opportunity to 
connect with local charities, 
and adopt homeless cats and 
kittens.  

General admission is $20 
for adults, $15 for children, 
and $18 for senior citizens. 

The same weekend, the 
Golden Gate Arabian Horse 
Association will hold its 
66th annual show on the 
fairgrounds at the Pleasan-
ton Equestrian Center. 

The two-day event will 
include a variety of demon-
strations and competitions 
in Western, English, Hunt-
er, and Working Western 
divisions. 

Admission to the horse 
show, which will run from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. both days, is 
free. Parking at Gates 8 and 

12 off Valley Avenue is $15. 
The annual RoboGames 

competition will be com-
ing to the Alameda County 
Fairgrounds for the first time 
from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 6, through 
Sunday, April 9. 

Created in 2004 as the 
RoboOlympics, this will be 
the first RoboGames since 
2017. Much like the human 
Olympics, robots will com-
pete in a variety of events 
demonstrating their skill, 
strength, speed, and dex-
terity. But combat robotics 
is consistently the biggest 
crowd attraction. 

Daily tickets are $45 and 
are available at RoboGames.
net. Admission is free for ac-
tive-duty military and their 
dependents. For more in-
formation and a list of daily 
events, go to robogames.net. 

It’s also back to the 
Pleasanton Equestrian Cen-
ter on Saturday, April 8, for 
a Gymkhana Play Day and 
Tack Swap, with classes in 
timed events for $20.  

There is a $10 admission 
fee for spectators, with free 
parking at Gate 12. For 
more information, go to 
alamedacountyfair.com.  

The Alameda Spring 
Home Show is also back 

at the fairgrounds this year.  
The home show will 

run from Friday, April 14, 
through Sunday, April 16, 
with dozens of vendors 
showcasing ideas in build-
ing, remodeling, or redec-
orating home and outdoor 
living areas.  

The home show will run 
from noon to 5 p.m. on Fri-
day, and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on Saturday and Sunday. 
Admission is free. Parking 
is $15 at Gates 8 and 12. 

The fairgrounds will host 
the fifth annual Tri-Valley 
Innovation Fair, presented 
by the Quest Science Center, 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 15.  

More than 80 exhibiters 
are scheduled to highlight 
the region’s focus on sci-
ence, engineering, and tech-
nology, including interac-
tive and hands-on displays. 

Admission is free. Park-
ing is $15 at Gate 8. 

On Saturday, April 22, 
the Alameda County Fair-
grounds will host the San 
Francisco Rugged Maniac 
Race, organized by Ventures 
Endurance, with a 3.1-mile 
course, the “world’s biggest 

mud pit,” and more than 25 
obstacles.  

To register for the race, 
which includes a three-story 
waterslide and “all the mud 
one could possibly want,” 
go to ruggedmaniac.com. 

The last day of the month, 
Sunday, April 30, Workday, 
a Pleasanton-based financial 
management and human re-
sources software company, 
will sponsor the Pleasanton 
Run for Education.  

The annual event, with 
5K, 10K, and two-mile 
courses, is a fundraiser for 
Pleasanton Partnerships in 
Education, a nonprofit that 
helps support teachers and 
students in the Pleasanton 
Unified School District.  

There is also a quar-
ter-mile Kids Challenge 
course for children 3 to 10, 
although all the courses 
are considered stroller and 
walker-friendly events. 

The 10K will begin at 
7:50 a.m., with the Kids 
Challenge the last to leave 
at 9:15 a.m.  

Entry fees range from 
$10 to $55, depending on a 
runner’s age and course. To 
register, go to ppierun.com. 

The Pacific Chamber Orchestra’s upcoming “Passionate” 
concert on March 25-26 features a tango piece by Piaz-
zolla, virtuoso violinists playing Vivaldi’smusic and pieces 
by Baroque masters Corelli and Telemann. Performances 
are Saturday, March 25 at 7:30 p.m. at St. Stephens Epis-
copal Church, 66 St. Stephens Drive, Orinda, and Sunday, 
March 26 at 3 p.m. at the  Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
Street, Livermore. For tickets and additional information, 
visit https://pacificchamberorchestra.org/

The Livermore Lions 
Club recently held its annual 
crab feed fundraiser at the 
Bothwell Arts Center.   

This year the number of 
tickets were limited to 100, 
thus providing the patrons 
with a roomier venue and 
friendlier ambiance.  Din-
ner was served by the high 
school Girl Scouts from 
Troop 33266 of Pleasanton 
and their leader, as well as 
club members.  The fund-
raiser provided a number 
of raffle and silent auction 
prizes, all donated by local 
restaurants, supermarkets, 
businesses, wineries, a den-
tist, a chiropractor, and club 
members. 

  All proceeds from the 
fundraiser will be used to 
support local community 
projects and charitable or-
ganizations, like Shepherd’s 
Gate, Tri-Valley Haven, Fer-
tile Ground Works, Heritage 
Guild, Girl Scouts, Las Pos-

itas Community College, 
and others.  Our club takes 
pride in serving the commu-
nity by:  cooking pancakes 
and sausages for seniors at 
the Granada High School 
Grad Night, sponsoring 
and funding the Leos Club 
at Livermore High School, 
preparing breakfasts for the 
eighth graders of East Ave-
nue Middle School, serving 
meals at Special Kids Day in 
Brentwood, and painting the 
paddock fence at Hagemann 
Ranch in Livermore. 

  The Livermore Lions 
Club also donates to state, 
national, and international 
charities, such as Califor-
nia Lions Student Speakers 
Contest for college scholar-
ships, Canine Companions, 
Eye of the Lion, Ear of the 
Lion, City of Hope, and 
disaster relief funds for the 
victims in Ukraine, Turkey, 
and Syria.

Fairgrounds Set to Host Cats, Horses and Fighting Robots The Pacific Chamber Orchestra 
To Perform “Passionate”

Lions Club Holds Crab Feed Fundraiser 

Jeremy Meier to Portray Robert F. 
Kennedy at Firehouse Arts Center 

Ve te ran  Chau tauqua 
performer Jeremy Meier will 
portray Robert F. Kennedy 
during a performance at 
the Firehouse Arts Center 
in Pleasanton on Tuesday, 
March 28. The event is part 
of the Ed Kinney Speaker 
Series program. (Photo 
courtesy of Firehouse Arts Center)
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Oralia "Willie" Eskew, 
longtime resident of Liv-
ermore, California, passed 
away peacefully surrounded 
by her loved ones on March 
16, 2023, at the age of 93. 

The Rosary will be held 
at Callaghan Mortuary 3833 
East Ave., Livermore, Cal-
ifornia. on Tuesday, March 
28, 2023, at 5:30 p.m.; view-
ing 4 to 8:30 p.m. 

Mass will be held at St. 
Michael’s Church 458 Maple 
St., Livermore, California on 
Wednesday, March 29, 2023, 
at 11 a.m. Burial to follow 
at St. Michael’s Cemetery, 
3885 East Ave., Livermore, 
California. 

Willie is survived by her 
seven children: Kathy (An-
gel) Chavez, Elaine Soto, 
Mickie Garcia, Carmen (Ed-

die) Naval, Christine Garcia, 
Margaret (Mike) Perry, and 
Willy Joe Garcia. Willie is 
preceded in death by her 

son, Paul Garcia, her daugh-
ter, Anita Shuman and her 
long-time love Bruce Orcutt. 
Willie was loved by her nine 
children, 35 grandchildren, 
88 great-grandchildren and 
41 great-great-grandchildren 
and many more family and 
friends. 

Willie loved music, danc-
ing, shopping, socializing, 
and drinking screwdrivers 
and wine coolers. Being 
surrounded by her family and 
friends was the joy of her life. 
Her smile, her beauty, her 
sophistication and her love 
will be dearly missed by all. 

Callaghan Mortuary is 
honored to be serving the 
Eskew family. An online 
guestbook is available for 
condolences at www.cal-
laghanmortuary.com. 

Elva M. Cooper passed 
away on Feb. 8, 2023, at the 
age of 90.   

She was born in Ingle-
wood, California and at-
tended college at San Diego 
State and the National Uni-
versity of Mexico in Mexico 
City.  And for close to 60 
years, she lived in Pleasan-
ton with her husband Philip 
Cooper, raising their family, 
teaching and contributing 
thousands of volunteer hours 
to her community.   

She is survived by her 
husband Philip Cooper (m. 
1959), her children Ian Coo-
per of Orinda (Sari) and 
Monika Cooper of Walnut 
Creek (Ken); her grandchil-
dren Zoë, Sofia and Jordan; 
sisters- and brothers-in-law, 
and many nieces and neph-
ews.  Her parents and her 
sister, Joyce Crane, preceded 
her in death.  

Elva went with no regrets 
– she often said she had 
checked off all of her bucket 
list items – but her family and 
friends miss her terribly. Elva 
was a fierce, independent 

woman who always stood 
up for the underdog. She 
was a lifelong educator who 
saw education as a way to 
bring opportunities to the 
disadvantaged. Through her 
tireless volunteer efforts, 
she fought to provide sup-
portive family crisis hous-
ing, food security for poor 
families, housing security in 
indigenous communities, and 
political representation for 
women, among many other 
causes.  But her main focus 
was on her family – they 
always knew they had her 
love and support. 

Fortunately, she also 
found time to indulge her 
passions – travel, good food, 
good wine, and good fashion 
– passions which she shared 
with Philip for nearly 70 
years. Despite not having a 
lot of money, they travelled 
the world, with highlights 
that include living in Europe 
for more than two years as 
newlyweds; living in Mexico 
for three months; the pyra-
mids in Egypt and Central 
America; the Great Wall; 
skiing (and hiking) the Alps; 
the Himalayas; snorkeling 
in the Caribbean, French 
Polynesia, and Indonesia; 
Cuba; Machu Picchu; and 
traveling in Europe at least 
15 times and visiting Paris 
(her favorite city) more than 
19 times!  She also prided 
herself on her appearance 
and was always dressed to 
kill, although she would of-
ten confide that her designer 
clothes were thrifted. 

Hers was a fantastic life 

– as Philip said, better than 
they ever imagined it could 
be – and she (along with Phil-
ip) set an amazing example 
for those who followed. En-

joy the things and people that 
you love!  Let them know 
that you love them!  Help 
those less fortunate! Fight for 
what you believe in! Make 
the world a better place, like 
she did!   

We will celebrate Elva’s 
extraordinary life on Satur-
day, March 25, 2023, at 11:30 
a.m. at Lynnewood United 
Methodist Church at 4444 
Black Ave., in Pleasanton. It 
will also be live streamed. A 
reception will follow for all 
at the family home. And if 
you feel so inclined, wear a 
hat; she would have. 

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations can be made in her 
name to the Lynnewood 
United Methodist Church, 
the American Cancer Soci-
ety, or any of the many other 
charities you may know that 
she worked with. 

Back in the loving arms 
of his wife Margarita, Chris-
topher E. Wolff passed on 
March 10, 2023, after sev-
eral lengthy and challenging 
battles with various health 
issues.   

Chris was a longtime res-
ident of Pleasanton, Califor-
nia, and last worked as an 
event coordinator for SAP 
in Palo Alto. The son of a 
military veteran, Chris was 
born at Tripler Army Medical 
Center in Honolulu. He spent 
his formative years living on 
military bases on the East 
Coast. When Chris was a 
teenager, he moved with his 
family to Northern Califor-
nia. Not long thereafter, he 
decided to put down roots.   

Chris was an avid Forty 
Niners fan and loved golf. He 
was happiest when out on 
the links, where he could 
be a tad irreverent. He was 

well known for being strong 
in his opinions and telling it 
like he saw it. Most impor-
tantly, Chris had a big heart 
and treasured the wonderful 
moments he shared with 
loved ones.   

Chris is survived by his 
sister Jennifer, his stepchil-
dren April, Travis and Rene. 
He also leaves behind April’s 
husband Rico and their chil-
dren Javon, Tiana and Josh-
ua. He will be missed and 
remembered by the many 
whose lives he touched.   

No formal service is 
planned. Chris and Margarita 
loved spending time in Ha-
waii, so much so it was Chris’ 
wish to have both his and 
his wife’s ashes scattered in 
Paradise. In honor of Chris’ 
memory, the family asks 
that you consider a donation 
to the Hospice Foundation 
of America or the National 
Kidney Foundation. 

Callaghan Mortuary is 
honored to be serving the 
Wolff family. An online 
guestbook is available for 
condolences at www.cal-
laghanmortuary.com.

 Mrs. Barbara Jean Mc-
Ginty (Hutchinson), age 72, 
of Brentwood, California 
went home to her Lord and 
Savior on Saturday morning, 
Jan. 28, 2023, surrounded by 
her family. 

She was born Dec. 12, 
1950, in Portland, Oregon, 
raised in Medford, Oregon, a 
daughter of Roy and Dolores 
Hutchinson. She and her hus-
band moved their family to 
Livermore, California in 1982 
and raised their family there. 

Barbara was preceded 
in death by her father, Roy 
Hutchinson, son-in-law Ken 
Limtiaco and great-grandson, 
Casen Glenn Ambrosino. 

She was a natural caregiv-
er and worked as a preschool 
teacher and infant care pro-

vider after raising their three 
daughters. She had a passion 
for helping others, singing, 
and was known for her joy-
filled smile. She had a love 
for hummingbirds, flowers, 
camping in the mountains, 
traveling and most of all tak-
ing her grandkids to the zoo. 

Barbara is survived by her 
husband of 49 years, Edward 
Allan McGinty, Jr., mother, 
Dolores Hutchinson, sister, 
Beverly (Martin) McCartan 
both of Rogue Valley, Ore-
gon, three daughters and a 
son-in-law; Jennifer (Mike) 
Ambrosino of Patterson, 
California, Pam Limtiaco 
and Jodel Wolfe both of 
Brentwood, California; 11 
grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren.  

A celebration of life was 
held at Celebration Church 
in Livermore, California on 
March 18, 2023. When asked 
what she would like for her 
service, she simply respond-
ed “PINK!”  

Donations can be made 
to the Oakland Zoo, PO Box 
5237, Oakland, California, 
94605. Please make a note 
“In Memory of Barbara Mc-
Ginty.” Donations may be 
made on their website via 
the donation page. Please 
email impact@oaklandzoo.
org after the donation and 
include in the subjection 
line “In Memory of Barbara 
McGinty” as all donations 
will go toward a bench within 
the zoo with a plaque in her 
memory.  

Oralia "Willie" Eskew 

Barbara Jean McGinty  
Dec. 12, 1950 – Jan. 28, 2023  

Christopher E. Wolff 

Elva M. Cooper  
Nov. 4,1932 – Feb. 8, 2023 

Woody and Magee Manchester of Livermore celebrated 60 years of marriage 
this month and are looking forward to many more happy years together. Only 
about 1% of all married couples reach their Diamond Anniversary. The year 
1963 may sound like a long time ago but the memories they share make it 
seem like yesterday. The car pictured in the photo was used for their first 
date, ride to their wedding, and then the move to Livermore. (Photo courtesy of 
Chris Manchester)

The winners of the Liv-
ermore-Amador Sympho-
ny’s 50th annual Competi-
tion for Young Musicians in 
2022 will join the sympho-
ny for solo performances 
during the “Kaleidoscopic 
Color and Spiritual Sound” 
concert at the Bankhead 
Theater in Livermore on 
Saturday, April 1. 

The concert will fea-
ture the music of Mexican 
composer Arturo Marquez, 
known for incorporating 
the musical forms and style 
of his native country into 
his compositions, and late 
American composer Flor-
ence Price, the first African 
American woman to have 
her work played by a major 
U.S. symphony, the Chica-
go Symphony, in 1933. 

The symphony will per-
form Marquez’s popular 
Danzon No. 2, which is 
infused with dance rhythms 
and sultry melodies, and 
Price’s Symphony No. 1 in 
E Minor, which won First 
Prize in the Rodman Wana-
maker Competition in 1932.  

“We are so excited to 
bring the music of Florence 
Price to our community,” 
said symphony music di-
rector Lara Webber.  

Her music “is rooted in 
melody, in spirituals, in suf-
fering and resilience, and in 
a feeling of profound faith 
in humanity,” Webber said. 
“Within the framework of 
a traditional symphonic 
structure, [she] finds a free-
dom of expression, totally 
unique and daring musical 
choices that take us on a 
deeply satisfying musical 

journey.” 
Webber added that Mar-

quez “uses orchestral forces 
to display the rhythmic 
vitality and rich tapestries 
of color of Mexican folk 
music.” His Danzon No. 2 
is “perfectly paced from a 
slow burn to a driving force 
of energy that can’t help but 
get your feet moving and 
your smile broadening.” 

The symphony wil l 
be joined by 15-year-old 
Pleasanton resident Min-
na Fu, who will perform 
the first movement from 
Mozart’s Piano Concerto 
No. 1 in C Major; Juhye 
Oh, a senior at California 
High School in San Ramon, 
who will perform the third 
movement from Ibert’s 
Flute Concerto; and Owen 
Sheridan, a first-year horn 
performance major at the 
University of the Pacific, 
who will perform the first 
movement from Strauss’ 
Horn Concerto No. 1. 

Local teen jazz band 
Element 116, under the 
direction of Matt Finders, 
will perform during inter-
mission. 

Fu is the winner of sev-
eral national and interna-
tional music competitions, 
including the Los Angeles 
International Liszt Compe-
tition and the United States 
Open Music Competition. 
She began playing piano 
at age 5 and giving recitals 
at age 9.  In 2019, she was 
invited to perform at Car-
negie Hall’s Weill Recital 
Hall in New York. Fu is 
the youngest docent at the 
nonprofit Music for Minors 

II in Fremont, where she 
volunteers to give music 
lessons to elementary chil-
dren every week. 

Oh currently plays in the 
San Francisco Symphony 
Youth Orchestra and studies 
with flutist Isabelle Cha-
puis. She has also won top 
prizes in several U.S. and 
international music com-
petitions, and in June 2022, 
she made her solo debut at 
Carnegie Hall. 

Oh is president and vice 
music director of Tri Valley 
Symphonics, an ensemble 
bringing music to libraries 
and senior centers. 

Sheridan began his horn 
studies as a high school 
sophomore and now studies 
with Professor Sadie Glass 
at the University of the Pa-
cific’s Conservatory of Mu-
sic. He has performed with 
several Bay Area youth 
symphonies, including the 
Oakland Youth Symphony, 
the Young Peoples’ Sym-
phony Orchestra, and the 
San Francisco Symphony 
Youth Orchestra.  

Tickets to the 8 p.m. 
concert start at $27, with 
those under 21 admitted 
free. Tickets are available 
online at livertmorearts.org, 
by phone at 925-373-6800, 
or at the Bankhead Theater 
box office, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. 

Webber will also give a 
30-minute prelude talk at 
7 p.m., and the symphony 
will host a complimentary 
sparkling cider and wine 
reception in the Bankhead 
lobby following the per-
formance.

By Ned MacKay, East Bay 
Regional Park District 

The wildflower season 
is starting, and one of the 
best places for viewing the 
blooms is Sunol Wilderness 
Regional Preserve in south-
ern Alameda County. 

With that in mind, Su-
nol’s naturalist staff has 
scheduled two wildflower 
walks.  

The first walk will be 
from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
on Saturday, March 25. The 
second is at the same time 
on Sunday, March 26. 

The hikes are free of 
charge and intended for 

ages four and older, with 
adult participation required. 
There is a parking fee of $5 
per vehicle. 

 To join one of the walks, 
sign up at the Sunol Visitor 
Center the morning of the 
hike on a first-come, first-
served basis. Walkers should 
bring drinking water and 
wear weather-appropriate 
clothing, sun protection, and 
closed-toe shoes. 

The Sunol Wilderness is 
at the end of Geary Road, 
about five miles south of 
I-680 and the town of Sunol. 
However, be aware that 
Geary Road has been peri-

odically closed recently due 
to landslides. To be sure the 
park is open, go to ebparks.
org/alerts-closures. It’s al-
ways a good idea to check 
the status of any regional 
park or program before 
heading out. 

There will also be a nat-
uralist-led wildflower walk 
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. on 
Saturday, March 25, at Thur-
good Marshall Regional 
Park in Concord. The pro-
gram is also free, but does 
require advance registration.  

For registration and in-
formation, call 888-327-
2757.

Youth Competition Winners to Perform  
Solos with Livermore-Amador Symphony  

Naturalists to Lead Wildflower Walks in Sunol

Five members of the 
Footh i l l  High  School 
DECA program took top 
honors this month at the 
State Career Development 
Conference in Anaheim, 
California. 

Kate Clifford finished 
first in the Marketing Com-
munications roleplaying 
competition. 

Prisha Bhandari and An-
ishka William were first in 
Marketing Management 
Team Decision Making. 

Pratham Chhabra and 
Dhruv Suri were first in 
the Community Giving 
Project, a written exam-
ination category that com-
bines knowledge of project 
management and business 
management and adminis-

tration. 
DECA is a career and 

technology-oriented orga-
nization for students who 
are interested in marketing, 
finance, hospitality, and 
management.  

Four Foothill students 
finished second in roleplay-
ing categories, including 
Rushil Sahai in Automo-
tive Services Marketing, 
Michael Liu in Retail Mer-
chandising, and Ojas Sathe 
and Gaurav Trikha in Sports 
and Entertainment Market-
ing Team Decision Making. 

Five Foothill  DECA 
members also finished sec-
ond overall in written test-
ing, including Bhandari 
and William in Integrated 
Marketing Campaign-Prod-

uct, Ashley Li for Commu-
nity Awareness Project, and 
Pranesh Ragu and Ashwin 
Sriram for Sales Project. 

More than 2,200 stu-
dents from 47 schools com-
peted in the written and 
roleplaying competitions, 
including 55 from Foothill. 

Other Foothill students 
with top five finishes in one 
or more categories included 
Avaneesh Yendluri, Mrina 
Shivanand, Jasmine Phan, 
Isabel Dong, Preksha Jain, 
Yash Shelar, Arushi Arora, 
Margaret Nam, Sarah Fikry, 
and Echo He. 

Top five finishers at the 
state conference qualify for 
the DECA International Ca-
reer Development Confer-
ence in Orlando next month

Foothill Students Take Honors at DECA Conference
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The Foothill girls’ softball team enjoyed a decisive win over Granada High School on 
Thursday, March 16. Foothill won 13-7.  [See photo gallery at www.independentnews.
com/multimedia] (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

Dublin High School’s Prime Sterling leads the pack during 
the 1600-meter race at the Dublin Distance Fiesta event 
on Saturday March 18.  The two-day event, held at Dublin 
High, included over 150 schools and nearly 3,000 student 
athletes. (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

The Goats overcame an 8-point deficit to defeat Team Hazen, 27-23, in the sixth- to 
eighth-grade girls division of Dublin’s city-sponsored Junior Warriors basketball 
league, setting up a match with the Timberwolves in the Junio Warriors Classic on 
Sunday, March 26. A swarming defense and baskets by Raina Prasher and Shravya 
Ajjarapu sealed the win for the underdog Goats. Top row (l-r) are coach Joe Washington, 
Persephone Anderson, Shravya Ajjarapu, Tashvi Madan, and coach Mike Vickers. 
Bottom row (l-r) are Allison Chan, Aaliyah Arukar, Bhavya Adabala, Lourdes Walker, 
Raina Prasher, Emma Chen, and Naomi Clough. 

Your local news source is delivered 
free to readers in the Tri-Valley.

Follow us onindependentnews.com | 925.243.8000

- Since 1963

We are asking readers, who are able, to make a voluntary
contribution of $10 a month, or $100 a year.

You can sign up online at www.independentnews.com/contribute/
or mail a check to 2250 First St., Livermore, CA 94550

925-409-6680
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CONCRETE WORK
BRINGING YOUR CONCRETE

VISION TO LIFE!

License #1069925

AMERICAN MADE LOCALLY OWNED
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Why Clean Your Air Ducts??

925.455.4AIR
925.455.4247 | BradfordAir.com

Air Conditioning | Heating | Dryer Vent Cleaning | Air Duct Cleaning | Commercial HVAC | and More

Ask about our Senior discount!

Better overall air quality
Reduction of allergens
Odor reduction
Fewer repairs for your 
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Energy savings
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Falcon’s Bats Come Alive in Win Over Granada 

Local Runners Achieve Personal 
Bests at Dublin Distance Fiesta 

Dublin High Baseball Shuts 
Out San Ramon Valley High  

Foothill Baseball Defeats California High 

By Phil Jensen 
 The Foothill High School 

softball team exploded for 
13 runs in a four-inning 
stretch to defeat visiting 
Granada 13-7 on March 16 
in a battle between two of 
the top teams in the North 
Coast Section. 

“Ultimately our offense 
carried us today,” said Foot-
hill coach Greg Chandler, 

whose team improved to 
6-0 overall and 2-0 in the 
East Bay Athletic League 
with the victory. It trailed 
1-0 until it scored three runs 
in the bottom of the third in-
ning. “Second time through 
the lineup, big game, these 
are the one and two teams in 
NCS right now … As both 
teams settled in, they started 
hitting.” 

Both teams were able 
to score runs in bunches 
in different ways. Foothill 
produced 15 hits – 12 sin-
gles, three doubles – and 
five walks. Granada had 
nine hits – six singles, a 
double and two home runs, 
including a tape-measure 
blast by Saskia Raab – and 
three walks.  

But Foothill’s base-to-
base attack won the game 
with a score that is more 
similar in football than top-
notch softball. 

“We were really wanting 
to battle today,” said Foothill 
catcher and cleanup hitter 
Marissa Anderson, who was 
2 for 4 with two RBI and 
two runs scored. “Obviously 
Granada is the league favor-
ite, so we definitely wanted 
to battle against them, and I 
think we just put our heart 
and soul out there today 
and I’m so proud of my 
teammates.” 

Granada took the lead in 
the top of the first when Lau-
ren Melton reached base on 
an error, went to second on 
a wild pitch, reached third 
on a flyout to right field, and 
scored on a passed ball. That 
run held until the bottom of 
the third inning, when Foot-
hill broke through with four 
straight singles to start the 
inning and five total in the 
frame, including run-scor-
ing hits from Anderson and 
Amanda Bilter. 

The Matadors came back 
to tie the score 3-3 in the 
top of the fourth, which 
included Raab’s solo shot 
to deep center field on the 
first pitch of the inning. 
Chandler estimated the blast 
was at least 270 feet. Delilah 
Vanderbeek also had an RBI 
single in the inning. 

But Foothill answered 
right back with four runs 
in the bottom of the inning. 

Anderson broke the tie with 
an RBI single to center field, 
followed by a run-scoring 
single by AvaMarie Perry 
and a two-run double by 
Bilter.  

Again, Granada’s first 
batter of an inning slammed 
a home run, as Delaney 
Aumua crushed a home run 
over the left-field fence to 
narrow the score to 7-4 in 
the fifth inning. Foothill got 
that run back in the bottom 
of the inning on back-to-
back doubles by Ellie No-
vitske and Kaycie Burdick.  

The Matadors kept bat-
tling, however. They scored 
three in the top of the sixth, 
as Aumua ripped a two-run 
double by Aumua and later 
scored on an error, cutting 
Foothill’s lead to 8-7. 

However, the Falcons 
delivered the final blow with 
five runs in the bottom of the 
sixth, including an RBI sin-
gle by Naima Braham and a 
two-run single by Novitske. 

Granada fell to 5-1 over-
all and 1-1 in the EBAL with 
the loss.  

“They hit well,” said 
Granada  coach  John-
ny Heinz about Foothill. 
“That’s probably one of the 
worst games we’ve played, 
to be honest. No excuses 
here. … You’ve got to make 
little changes, that’s what we 
talk about all the time. … 
They played a good game, 
hats off to them. They did a 
good job.” 

Novitske and Bilter both 

had three hits for Foothill. 
Novitske, the leadoff hitter, 
was 3 for 5 with two runs 
scored and three RBI. Bilter 
was 3 for 3 with three RBI, a 
run scored and a walk. Both 
players had one double.  

For Granada, Aumua 
was 2 for 4 with a home 
run and a double, three RBI 
and two runs scored. Lean-
na May was 2 for 4 with 
a run scored, and Lauren 
Deplitch was 2 for 3 with a 
run scored.  

On March 15, Foothill 
won its EBAL opener 4-3 
over visiting Livermore. The 
Falcons scored the winning 
run in the bottom of the 
sixth. Novitske was 3 for 
4, including a double, and 
scored two runs in the game. 
Emily Mayer had a double 
and two RBI in the win. 
Livermore’s Kimber Dao 
drove in two runs in the loss.  

Granada shut out Dublin 
11-0 on March 14 in the 
Matadors’ EBAL opener. 
Raab was 2 for 3, including 
a triple, with two runs scored 
and two stolen bases.  

By Nathan Canilao 
The Dublin High School 

baseball team defeated San 
Ramon Valley High School 
1-0 on March 16. The Gaels 
recorded their third shutout 
of the season with the win. 

Junior pitcher Desi Lo-
pez pitched all seven innings 
and struck out four batters 
while allowing just two 
hits. Senior Carston Pearson 
batted 3 for 4 and scored the 
only Gaels’ run. 

The game was a de-
fensive match throughout. 
Neither team came close to 
scoring as the Gaels and the 
Wolves each had terrific de-
fensive outings each inning.  

Dublin recorded just one 
error throughout the game 
and put on a defensive clinic 
with its fielding. The Gaels 
recorded 21 total putouts 
and 6 assists through seven 
innings.  

In the bottom of the sev-
enth inning, Pearson scored 
on a walk-off to win the 
game for the Gaels.  

Dublin shutout its oppo-
nent for the second straight 
game and have allowed 
just five runs in five games 
this season. The Gaels are 

currently on a three-game 
winning streak and are sec-
ond in the East Bay Athletic 
League standings. 

The Gaels will face 
California High School on 
March 24 at home. 

By Nathan Canilao 
The Foothill High School 

baseball team defeated Cali-
fornia High School 11-5 on 
March 16. The Falcons won 
their second straight game 
and improved to 6-1 on the 
season. 

Sophomore Jack Fowler 
batted 3 for 3 and recorded 
two RBIs. Junior Mason 
Walsh went 1 for 3 while 
nabbing two RBIs and a 
double.  

Senior pitcher Jackson 

Flora threw out six batters 
and allowed five runs and 
seven hits in 5 ⅓ innings 
pitched.  

The Falcons’ offense got 
going early. They scored one 
run in the first inning and 
two runs in the second to 
take a 3-0 lead heading into 
the third inning. 

In the third, Foothill 
scored three straight runs to 
take a commanding 6-0 lead. 

The Grizzlies made a 
big comeback in the sixth 
inning. California scored 

five straight runs to cut the 
Foothill deficit to just one, 
6-5. 

The Falcons answered in 
the bottom of the sixth, scor-
ing five runs of their own to 
take a 11-5 lead heading into 
the seventh inning. Foothill 
shutout the Grizzlies in the 
seventh and won the game 
on its own turf. 

The Falcons remained 
undefeated at home with 
the win. They will face De 
La Salle High School on the 
road on March 24. 

By Phil Jensen 
Granada High School’s 

Dheeraj Gurusamy didn’t 
fall into a trap of starting out 
too fast in the final heat of 
the boys 3200 meters at the 
huge Dublin Distance Fiesta 
on Saturday. 

Instead, the senior made 
a decisive move on the third 
lap of the eight-lap race 
and stayed near the front 
for the rest of the battle, 
finishing sixth with a huge 
personal-record time of nine 
minutes, 6.81 seconds.  

“I was just going to 
move, see how the race 
flowed,” said Gurusamy, 
whose previous personal 
record was 9:20. “I was just 
trying to match moves, keep 
moving up slowly during 
the race.” 

To give an idea about 
how fast Gurusamy’s time of 
9:06.81 is, the winning time 
of last year’s North Coast 
Section Meet of Champions 
was 9:08.54. 

Gurusamy was the top 
local placer in the boys 
3200, which had 20 heats. 
Besides Gurusamy, Grana-
da had four other runners 
produce times under 9:27 
in that event: Roland Ruck-
mann-Barnes (9:12.92), 
Luther Hart (a personal-re-
cord 9:24.41), Eshaan Singh 
(9:25.86) and Erik Bromley 
(a personal-record 9:26.99).  

The Dublin Distance 
Fiesta is the largest dis-
tance-only high school meet 
in the nation, said Dublin 
Distance Fiesta meet direc-
tor and Dublin High School 
coach Chris Williams. The 
giant meet had a jaw-drop-
ping 411 boys who fin-
ished with sub-five-minute 
1600-meter times. 

One of those athletes was 
Foothill’s Colin Wong. The 
senior clocked a person-
al-record time of 4:27.90 
and was the fastest local 
runner in the event Saturday 
(41st overall). He also was 
the fastest local finisher in 
the boys 800 with a mark of 
1:59.42 (20th overall). 

“I definitely got a good 
start,” said Wong about the 
800. “It kind of helped a lot 
to have a lot of people in 

my heat.” 
Two other local runners 

broke 4:40 for the 1600 on 
Saturday: Foothill’s Bren-
nan DeCoite (4:37.86) and 
Dublin’s Aidan Stone (a 
personal record 4:38.06). 
DeCoite and Stone also 
set personal bests in the 
800 (2:03.15 and 2:03.37 
respectively).  

In the girls 800, the top 
local placer was Foothill’s 
Katelyn Espino (18th over-
all in 2:23.57). Espino put 
herself in contention for the 

lead in the first lap of her 
heat and finished second. 

“The whole thing just felt 
like I was flying,” said Espi-
no, a junior. “I’m so happy 
with my result.”  

In the girls 3200, Grana-
da sophomore Abby Stein 
smashed her previous per-
sonal record with a time of 
10:51.44, good for ninth 
overall and the fastest local 
time for the event. Her pre-
vious personal record was 
close to a minute slower.  

Stein passed through the 
1600 mark in 5:15.45 on her 
way to her personal best. It 
was close to her mile per-
sonal record of 5:10. 

Espino broke the 12-min-
ute barrier in the 3200 
(11:43.61), as did Granada 
Kerrigan Sauder (11:45.40), 
Amador Valley Kacie Wong 
(11:46.08), and Granada’s 
Jenna Herscu (11:50.41) and 
Mia Lnenicka (11:52.00). 

Wong was also part of 
Amador Valley’s third-place 
3200-meter relay girls’ team 
(9:58.32), along with Dahlia 
Versteeg, Erika Pettersson 
and Tessa Jennings.  

A couple of freshman 
boys for Amador Valley 

had impressive marks in the 
meet: Tommy Hekl clocked 
2:06.82 in the 800 and Aid-
en Versteeg had a time of 
10:01.23 in the 3200.  

In the boys 3200 relay, 
Foothill was the top local 
finisher in fourth (8:04.18), 
represented by Colin Sur-
ridge, DeCoite, Elias Ba-
dillo-Benard and Shiven 
Kamik.  

For the Dublin girls, 
Medha Gowda clocked a 
personal-record time of 
2:28.77 in the 800 and Laas-
ya Balupari set a personal 
best in the 3200 (12:07.52).
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LEGAL NOTICES

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT OF USE OF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINES NAME

ORIGINAL FILE NO. 569360
The person(s) listed below 
have abandoned the use of 
the following fictitious busines 
name(s). Fit Focus Person-
al Training, 2452 Windsor 
Place, Livermore, CA 94550. 
Registered Owner(s): Nonda 
Ebbinghaus, 2452 Windsor 
Place, Livermore, CA 94550. 
The fictitious business name 
statement was filed on 
4/11/2018 in the County of 
Alameda. This business was 
conducted by an Individu-
al. Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Nonda Ebbinghaus, Own-
er. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on February 15, 2023. 
The Independent Legal No. 5399. 
Published March 2, 9, 16, 23 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 596005

The following person(s) doing 
business as: 1. Better World 
School of Music; 2. Better 
World Music School, 22793 
Foothill Blvd, Hayward, CA 
94541, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): BWSM 
Services LLC, 22793 Foothill 
Blvd, Hayward, CA 94541. 
This business is conducted 
by a Limited Liability Com-
pany. The date on which the 
registrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 2/1/2023. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: William 
De Miranda, Manager. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on 
March 3, 2023. Expires March 
2, 2028. The Independent, 
Legal No. 5400. Published 
March 9, 16, 23, 30, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595703

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Hacienda 
Cafe, 4305 Hacienda Dr Ste 
160, Pleasanton, CA 94588, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): Big Boy 
Cafe LLC, 5862 Newfields 
Ln, Dublin, CA 94568. This 
business is conducted by a 
Limited Liability Company. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
2/22/2023. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Viet Truong, Manag-
ing Member.  This statement 
was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on February 
22, 2023. Expires February 
21, 2028. The Independent, 
Legal No. 5401. Published 
March 9, 16, 23, 30, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595963

The following person(s) doing 
business as: G Unit Stores, 
19770 Laurelwood Drive, Cas-
tro Valley, CA 94552, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Thisarini Sherika De 
Silva, 19770 Laurelwood Drive, 
Castro Valley, CA 94552. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Thisarini 
Sherika De Silva, Owner.  This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on 
March 2, 2023. Expires March 
1, 2028. The Independent, 
Legal No. 5402. Published 
March 9, 16, 23, 30, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595526

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Yueno, 4288 Dub-
lin Blvd Suite 212, Dublin, CA 
94568, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): 
Jesse Erin Yuen, 1137 Crys-
tal Cir, Livermore, CA 94550. 
This business is conducted 
by an Individual. The date on 
which the registrant first com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above: N/A. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Jesse 
Yuen, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on February 
14, 2023. Expires February 
13, 2028. The Independent, 
Legal No. 5403. Published 
March 9, 16, 23, 30, 2023

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595891

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Wezen Staffing, 
2498 Livorno CT, Livermore, CA 
94550, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Wezen 
Alle Solutions, Inc., 2498 
Livorno, CT, Livermore, CA 
94550. This business is con-
ducted by a Corporation. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
2/17/2023. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Kawaljot Khurana, 
President.  This statement 
was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on February 
27, 2023. Expires February 
26, 2028. The Independent, 
Legal No. 5403. Published 
March 9, 16, 23, 30, 2023

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595895

The following person(s) doing 
business as: ZRC Catering 
LLC, 49103 Milmont Drive, 
Fremont, CA 94538, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): ZRC Catering LLC, 
548 Market Street #254339, 
San Francisco, CA 94104. This 
business is conducted by a 
Limited Liability Company. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 

business name(s) listed above: 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Roger LU, CEO.  This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on February 
28, 2023. Expires February 
27, 2028. The Independent, 
Legal No. 5405. Published 
March 9, 16, 23, 30, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595930

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Prime Homestay 
Services, 1134 Saddleview 
CT, Livermore, CA 94551, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): DADS Vision-
ary Venture LLC, 1401 21st 
Street Suite R, Sacramento, 
CA 945811. This business is 
conducted by a Limited Lia-
bility Company. The date on 
which the registrant first com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above: N/A. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Darrell 
Foss, Member.  This statement 
was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on March 
1, 2023. Expires Febbruary 
29, 2028. The Independent, 
Legal No. 5406. Published 
March 9, 16, 23, 30, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595926

The following person(s) 
doing business as: Prime 
Homestays, 1134 Saddleview 
CT, Livermore, CA 94551, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): DADS Vision-
ary Venture LLC, 1401 21st 
Street Suite R, Sacramento, 
CA 945811. This business is 
conducted by a Limited Lia-
bility Company. The date on 
which the registrant first com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above: N/A. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Darrell 
Foss, Member.  This statement 
was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on March 
1, 2023. Expires Febbruary 
29, 2028. The Independent, 
Legal No. 5407. Published 
March 9, 16, 23, 30, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595978

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Danny Kang, 
Inc., 450 Min Street Suite 
207, Pleasanton, CA 94588, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Danny Kang, 
Inc., 322 Sunster DR, Danville, 
CA 94506. This business is 
conducted by a Corporation. 
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 1/18/2023. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Wuojin Kang, CEO.  This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on 
March 2, 2023. Expires March 
1, 2028. The Independent, 
Legal No. 5408. Published 
March 9, 16, 23, 30, 2023

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595870

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Reztech Net-
works, 3310 Giovanni Way, 
Dublin, CA 94568, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Reztech Networks 
LLC, 3310 Giovanni Way, 
Dublin, CA 94568. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Lim-
ited Liability Company. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed 
above: 2/27/23. Signature of 
Registrant/s/: Omid Reza Far-
akesh, CEO.  This statement 
was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on February 
27, 2023. Expires Febbruary 
26, 2028. The Independent, 
Legal No. 5409. Published 
March 9, 16, 23, 30, 2023

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595532

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Alameda Coun-
ty Cattlewomen, 4118 Cross 
Road, Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): 1. Pamela 
Jones, 1452 No. Vasco Rd. # 
204, Livermore, CA 94551; 2. 
Tami Viera, 4118 Cross Road, 
Livermore, CA 94550. This 
business is conducted by an 
Unincorporated Association 
- other than a Parternship. 
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature of 
Registrant/s/: Pamela Jones, 
General Partner.  This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on February 
14, 2023. Expires February 
23, 2028. The Independent, 
Legal No. 5410. Published 
March 9, 16, 23, 30, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 596150

The following person(s) doing 
business as: 1. Angel’s Love 
Senior Agency; 2. INquisitive 
Scents, 7574 Honey Court, 
Dublin, CA 94568, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Josephine Panlaque, 
7574 Honey Court, Dublin, 
CA 94568. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. 
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Josephine 
Panlaque, Owner.  This state-
ment was filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Alameda on March 
8, 2023. Expires March 7, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5411. Published March 
16, 23, 30, April 6, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 596144

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Super Pretty 
Rocks, 1311 Park St. Pmb 606, 
Alameda, CA 94501, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Melissa Balick, 
1668 11th St. B, Oakland, CA 
94607. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
1/3/2023. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Melissa Balick, Owner.  
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
March 8, 2023. Expires March 
7, 2028. The Independent, Le-
gal No. 5412. Published March 
16, 23, 30, April 6, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 596164

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Angel’s Work-
wear, 14317 E 14th ST, San 
Leandro, CA 94578, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Borders Apparel LLC, 
14317 E 14th St, San Leandro, 
CA 94578. This business is 
conducted by a Limited Liabili-
ty Company. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 3/1/2023. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Andres 
Angel, Partner/Manager.  This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on 
March 9, 2023. Expires March 
8, 2028. The Independent, Le-
gal No. 5413. Published March 
16, 23, 30, April 6, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 596095

The following person(s) doing 
business as: 1. The Moment 
Wine Bar; 2. Cabfrancapaloo-
za, 256 McLeaod Street, Liv-
ermore, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Momentous Hos-
pitality, Inc., 256 McLeod 
Street, Livermore, CA 94550. 
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation. The date on 
which the registrant first com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above: N/A. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Steven 
Mirassou, Vice President.  This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on 
March 7, 2023. Expires March 
6, 2028. The Independent, Le-
gal No. 5414. Published March 
16, 23, 30, April 6, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 596051

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Long Hill IT, 3700 
village Terrace Apt.179, Fre-
mont, CA 94536, is hereby reg-
istered by the following own-
er(s): John Karas, 3700 Village 
Terrace Apt.179, Fremont, CA 
94536. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
John Karas, President. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on 
March 6, 2023. Expires March 
5, 2028. The Independent, Le-
gal No. 5415. Published March 
16, 23, 30, April 6, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595921

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Smile.Play.Learn 
Preschool, 557 Olivina Ave, 
Livermore, CA 94551, is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): Mazzei Group LLC, 
3736 Fallon Road #123, Dub-
lin, CA 94568. This business is 
conducted by a Limited Liabili-
ty Company. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Emily Mazzei, 
Managing Partner. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on February 
28, 2023. Expires February 27, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5416. Published March 
16, 23, 30, April 6, 2023.
.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 596054

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Brows by Neci, 
922 Larkspur Dr., Livermore, 
CA 94551, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): 
Anecia Villarreal, 3025 W. 
Christoffersen Pkwy, Turlock, 
CA 95382. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. 
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 11/14/2022. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Anecia Villarreal, Owner. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on 
March 6, 2023. Expires March 
5, 2028. The Independent, Le-
gal No. 5417. Published March 
16, 23, 30, April 6, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595748

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Go de Viaje, 4995 
Charlotte Way, Livermore, CA 
94550, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): 
RMN Conulsting Inc., 4995 
Charlotte Way, Livermore, 
CA 94550. This business is 
conducted by a Corporation. 
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature of 
Registrant/s/: rebecca Navar-
ro, President. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on February 23, 
2023. Expires February 22, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5418. Published March 
16, 23, 30, April 6, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595603

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 1. Griffin; 2. 
Griffin One; 3. Bay Area Mu-
rals, 3246 Magnolia St., Unit 
B, Oakland 94608, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Griffin One Design 
LLC, 3246 Magnolia St., #B, 
Oakland 94608. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Lim-
ited Liability Company. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
2/15/23. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Sean Griffin, Owner/
President. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on February 15, 
2023. Expires February 14, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5419. Published March 
16, 23, 30, April 6, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595814

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Tri-Valley 
Outreach, 4024 Cid Way, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Pamela Lung, 
4024 Cid Way, Pleasanton, 
CA 94566. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. 
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 10/10/2022. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: Pa-
mela G. Lung, President, CEO, 
Owner. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on February 24, 
2023. Expires February 23, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5420. Published March 
16, 23, 30, April 6, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 596228

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Martins Com-
munications, 361 Virginia 
Drive, Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Joe Martins, 
361 Virginia Drive, Livermore 
CA 94587. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. 
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Joe Martins, 
President. This statement 
was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on March 
10, 2023. Expires March 9, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5421. Published March 
16, 23, 30, April 6, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595634

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Crew Stu-
dios, 6105 Honeysuckle Dr., 
Newark, CA 94560, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Crew Studio LLC, 
6105 Honeysuckle Dr., New-
ark, CA 94560. This business 
is conducted by a Limited Li-
ability Company. The date on 
which the registrant first com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above: N/A. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Connor 
Schetzel, CEO. This statement 
was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on February 
16, 2023. Expires February 15, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5422. Published March 
16, 23, 30, April 6, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595577

The following person(s) doing 
business as: RB&R Invest-
ments, 554 Boulevard Way, 
Piedmont, CA 94610, is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): Robert L. Sommers, 
554 Boulevard Way, Piedmont, 
CA 94610. This business is 
conducted by a General Part-
nership. The date on which 
the registrant first com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above: N/A. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Robert L. Sommers, General 
Partner. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on February 15, 
2023. Expires February 16, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5423. Published March 
16, 23, 30, April 6, 2023.

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to section 21707 of 
chapter 10 to division of 8 of 
the business and professions 
code, notice is hereby given by 
the undersigned that a pub-
lic lien sale of the following 
described personal property 
will be held at the hour of 
9am on Friday April 7, 2023. 
The sale will be conducted 
by John Cardoza, auctioneer, 
(209)667-5797, bond number 
5860870, at: UNITS East Bay 
located at 7503 Las Positas 
Rd. Livermore, Ca. 94550 
The items to be sold are gen-
erally described as follows: 

The items to be sold are gen-
erally described as follows: 

Household Goods 
B0386  - Sheila Burton
NB0712  - Loretta Van Wegen
B346 - John Scoma 
B0512 - Kim DragoThe 
Independent Legal No. 5424. 
Published March 23, 30 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 596159

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Hawthorn 
Suites by Wyndham, 1700 N. 
Livermore Ave, Livermore, CA 
94551, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): 
Livermore Hotel Corp., 1700 
N. Livermore, Livermore, CA 
94551. This business is con-
ducted by a Corporation. The 
date on which the registrant 

first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
4/16/2002. Signature of 
Registrant/s/: Prakash Babu, 
President. This statement 
was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on March 
9, 2023. Expires March 8, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5425. Published March 
23, 30, April 6, 13, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 596249

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Twisted Sisterz 
Motorcycle Club, 1250 Aaron 
Street, Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): Sharon Au-
ria-Foster, 430 Silvertail Place, 
Tracy, CA 95376; Kaitlyn Haze, 
2038 Parker Street, Apt# 110, 
Berkeley, CA 94704; Carina 
Anselmi-Harrigan, 1250 Aaron 
Street, Livermore, CA 94550. 
This business is conducted 
by an Unincorporated Associ-
ation - other than a Partner-
ship. The date on which the 
registrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 6/19/2019. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Carina 
Anselmi-Harrigan, Treasurer, 
General Partner. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on March 
13, 2023. Expires March 12, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5426. Published March 
23, 30, April 6, 13, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595481

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Kara Investments 
Inc., 265 Mortimer Ave, Fre-
mont, CA 94536, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Kasa Investments 
Inc., 265 Mortimer Ave, Fre-
mont, CA 94536. This business 
is conducted by a Corpora-
tion. The date on which the 
registrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Xian Zhou, 
President. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on February 9, 
2023. Expires February 8, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5427. Published March 
23, 30, April 6, 13, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 596295

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Blue Star Truck 
Wash, 4025 E 16th St, Oakland, 
CA 94601, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): 
Karen Ramos, 482 Pomoma 
CT, Livermore, CA 94550. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 3/14/23. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: Karen 
Ramos, CEO. This statement 
was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on March 
14, 2023. Expires March 13, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5428. Published March 
23, 30, April 6, 13, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 596359

The following person(s) doing 
business as: 1. The Busy Bee 
Activity Center; 2. The Busy 
Bee, 2202-N South Shore 
Center, Alameda, CA 94501, 
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Busy Bee Ed-
ucational Services LLC, 3006 
Ferside Blvd., Alameda, CA 

94501. This business is con-
ducted by a Limited Liability 
Company. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Annahita Rad, 
President. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on March 15, 
2023. Expires March 14, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5429. Published March 
23, 30, April 6, 13, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 596338

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Annunziato 
And Associates, 525 Estudillo 
Ave, STE C, San Leandro, CA 
94577, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):  
Joseph Annunziato, 654 Para-
dise Valley CT S, Danville, CA 
94526. This business is con-
ducted by a Corporation. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above: 5/5/1974. Signature of 
Registrant/s/: Joseph Annu-
ziato, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on March 
15, 2023. Expires March 14, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5430. Published March 
23, 30, April 6, 13, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595791

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Nicolas’ Handy 
Services, 6864 Hyde Court, 
Dublin, CA 94568, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Nicolas Hoarau, 
6864 Hyde Court, Dublin, CA 
94568. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
1/16/2023. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Nicolas Hoarau, 
Owner. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on February 24, 
2023. Expires February 23, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5431. Published March 
23, 30, April 6, 13, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 596298

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Event Vendor LLC, 
240 Cherry Way, Hayward, CA 
94541, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Event 
Vendor LLC, 240 Cherry LLC, 
Hayward, CA 94541. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Limited 
Liablity Company. The date on 
which the registrant first com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above: N/A. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: Thu 
Thao Nguyen, CEO. This state-
ment was filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Alameda on March 
14, 2023. Expires March 13, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5432. Published March 
23, 30, April 6, 13, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 596013

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Bay Leaf Dry 
Creek Farm, 41798 Vargas Rd, 
Fremont, CA 94539, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Ali Reza Paknahal, 
3403 Cherry Ave, San Jose CA 
95118. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 

business name(s) listed above: 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Ali Reza Paknahal, Owner. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on 
March 3, 2023. Expires March 
2, 2028. The Independent, Le-
gal No. 5433. Published March 
23, 30, April 6, 13, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 596270

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Precision Electric, 
1512 Aria CT, Livermore, CA 
94550, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Kilbane 
Electric Corporation, 1512 Aria 
CT, Livermore, CA 94550. This 
business is conducted by a 
Corporation. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 1/2/2007. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Mark 
Kilbane, President Prakash 
Babu, President. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on March 
13, 2023. Expires March 12, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5434. Published March 
23, 30, April 6, 13, 2023.

C L A S S I F I E D S

ANIMALS

CATS/DOGS

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT
For adoption information contact
Valley Humane Society at 
(925)426-8656

Adopt a New Best Friend
TVAR 

Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue 

Our current weekly adoption 
events include:

Saturdays - Dogs & Puppies 
at Farmer’s Market in Pleas-
anton. The location is Delucchi 
Park, 4501 First St. Hours: 
10:00am to 1:00pm.
Saturdays & Sundays - Kittens 
at Dublin PetSmart, 
6960 Amador Plaza Rd. 
Hours: 11am to 3pm.

Visit our website:
WWW.TVAR.ORG, to see adopt-
able animals, volunteer opportu-
nities, and how to donate.

Follow TRI-VALLEY ANI-
MAL RESCUE on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram.

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION 
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 
to 2:30PM. We have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FiV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinat-
ed. We also have adult cats 
& ranch cats for adoption.

EMPLOYMENT

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE 
CLASSIFIED ADS

go to
bit.ly/Indy-Classifieds

or call
(925)243-8000

MERCHANDISE

FOR SALE

ESTATE/ GARAGE/ YARD 
SALES

FREE SECTION

LOST/ FOUND

NOTICES /ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: California 
law requires that contractors 
taking jobs that total $500 or 
more (labor and/or materials) 
be licensed by the Contractors 
State License Board. State 
law also requires that con-
tractors include their license 
numbers on all advertising. 
Check your contractor’s sta-
tus at www.cslb.ca.gov or 
(800)321-CSLB (2752). Un-
licensed persons taking jobs 
less than $500 must state in 
their advertisements that they 
are not licensed by the Con-
tractors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE

LAND FOR RENT

OFFICE/HOUSE/CONDO / 
DUPLEX / APT RENTAL

HOUSE/ROOMS/RENTALS 
TO SHARE

BOAT / RV / RENTAL SPACE

Inland Valley Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001
Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads
The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, and state law prohib-
it advertisements for housing 
and employment that contain 
any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on pro-
tected classes, including race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national or-
igin. IVPC does not knowingly 
accept any advertisements 
that are in violation of the law.

R E A L T O R ®

nicole@nicolesweeneyhomes.com

N I C O L E  S W E E N E Y

925.518.2142

1983 Second Street  |  Livermore, CA  |  94550
CA BRE# 01965816  |  CA BRE# 01268085

Results That Move You
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Expert Cancer Care
Led by Compassion

We are leading the way in advanced therapies, 
research, and clinical trials—with an unwavering 
focus on your quality of life. 

Our Cancer Centers
• Castro Valley
• Emeryville
• Palo Alto
• Pleasanton
• San Jose

Additional Medical 
Oncology Location
• Redwood City

Additional Radiation 
Oncology Location
• Turlock

To learn more, call 1-833-444-SMCC (7622) or visit: 
stanfordhealthcare.org/cancercenterpleasanton 
stanfordhealthcare.org/cancercenteremeryville 
stanfordhealthcare.org/cancercentercastrovalley

Our Circle of Care approach cares for you as  
a whole person—from diagnosis to treatment 
and recovery. 

With pioneering expertise across all types 
of cancer, our team of surgical, medical, 
and radiation oncologists works together—
alongside care coordinators, specialized nurses, 
therapists, and other professionals—to meet 
your individual needs.


