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Ambulance
Provider's
Services
Reduced

By Tony Kukulich

REGIONAL — Alameda
County’s provider of 9-1-1
ambulance service, Falck
Alameda County, has re-
duced the level of service it
will provide in some critical
emergency circumstances.
Under the new protocol,
Falck will dispatch basic
life support (BLS) crews
to critical emergency calls
in place of advanced life
support (ALS) crews when
three or fewer ALS units
are available in the county.
This revision to its service
delivery model took effect
Dec. 21 and was confirmed

(See AMBULANCE, page 7)

Council to
Consider
Downtown
Changes

By Larry Altman

LIVERMORE — The
Livermore City Council
will hold a public hearing
Jan. 10 to discuss a pro-
posal to loan nearly $2 mil-
lion to a downtown hotel
developer to buy a parcel of
land to use as a parking lot.

The proposal would en-
able Davis-based Presidio
Companies to purchase .77
acres on the northwest cor-
ner of K Street and Railroad
Avenue, about a block from
the hotel project at 2205
Railroad Ave.

The site formerly was
occupied by Livermore
Pool and Spa. Online prop-
erty records and a 2020
Livermore Pleasanton Fire
Department list of down-
town parcels shows 2080
Railroad Avenue is owned
by Bordoni Ranch LLC and
Green Valley Corporation.

Livermore Principal
Planner Steve Stewart said
the terms and conditions
of the property sale are
still being negotiated, but

(See DOWNTOWN, page 7)
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Dublin’s Croak Road, blocked to vehicle traffic, is a favorite of walkers and joggers. The
rural location is part of the site where the East Dublin project will be developed.

(Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

County Tightens Mask Mandate

REGIONAL — Anew, more
restrictive face mask man-
date by health officers for
the County of Alameda and
the City of Berkeley requires
all individuals to wear a
mask in all indoor public
settings regardless of their
vaccination status.

This change does not
impact face masking re-
quirements for school and
youth settings.

The stricter masking re-
quirements went into effect
Dec. 30, the Alameda Coun-
ty Public Health Department
(ACPHD) stated in a Dec.
29 press release.

The local daily case rate
is 18.7 per 100,000 residents

and rising; Alameda County
community transmission is
now categorized as “High”
on the CDC’s COVID-19
data tracker. ACPHD further
noted that the omicron vari-
ant of the virus that causes
COVID-19 is highly trans-
missible; everyone wearing
masks in all indoor public
settings will help limit the
spread of COVID-19 and
protect vulnerable residents
as we enter a winter surge.
“We have learned that
omicron can spread even
among the vaccinated and
those who had prior COVID
infection,” said Dr. Nicholas
Moss, Alameda County
Health Officer. “Masks work

and are a critical layer of
safety for everyone this
winter.”

While people who are
fully vaccinated can become
infected and pass this virus
to others, vaccination and
boosters greatly reduce the
chance of someone going
to the hospital or dying
because of COVID-19, the
ACPHD press release con-
tinued.

“But rapidly increasing
case numbers will cause
significant stress on our
hospitals, even if only a
small percentage of those
infected require hospital
care,” the release stated.

(See MANDATE, page 6)

Swalwell Urges CDC, FAA to Require
Proof of Vaccination for All Flights

By Larry Altman

REGIONAL — Tri-Valley
Congressman Eric Swalwell
and California Sen. Dianne
Feinstein recently called
for the Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) and Fed-
eral Aviation Administration
(FAA) to require airline
travelers to show proof of
COVID-19 vaccination or
a negative test result before
being allowed to board a
domestic flight.

The request in a Dec. 20
letter to CDC Director Dr.
Rochelle Walensky and FAA
Administrator Steve Dick-

son came at a time the new
Omicron variant triggered
a surge of infections across
the nation and during the
busy holiday travel period.

“Travel at our nation’s
airports has essentially
returned to pre-pandemic
levels but the risk from
COVID-19, including from
its new variant Omicron,
continues to present a major
public health threat,” the
letter said. “Requiring proof
of vaccination of a negative
test for domestic flights
would improve public health
and address concerns that
passengers have about fly-

7

ing.
The letter said recent
polling showed two-thirds
of the public agrees with the
measure.

Airline travel has been
reaching pre-pandemic
levels, especially as the
holidays approached. The
Transportation Security Ad-
ministration reported that its
officers screened more than
2 million people on Dec. 29.

In the letter, Swalwell
and his fellow legislators
told Walensky and Dickson
that the vaccination or test
requirement is “critical to

(See SWALWELL, page 6)

Following Council Vote

Dublin School
District Weighs
Legal Options

Education Officials Call for
Updated EIR on East Ranch Project

By David Jen

DUBLIN — Continued
frustration by the Dublin
Unified School District
(DUSD) over the city coun-
cil’s seeming inability, or
willingness, to push for fur-
ther environmental reviews
on the 573-unit East Ranch
housing project, has spurred
the DUSD to consider ad-
ditional legal alternatives.
“The district is exploring
its options,” said Harold M.
Freiman of Lozano Smith,
the law firm representing
the school district. “The

(DUSD) expressed its con-
cerns over the project and its
impact on the school district,
in a letter to the city council.
DUSD repeated its concerns
in a second letter to Dublin
City Council, dated Dec.
17, 2021.

Both letters criticized the
project’s attempt to exempt
itself from further environ-
mental review, while the
second letter refuted the
council’s argument that it
was legally unable to con-
sider school impacts in its
approval decision.

The Dec. 17 letter stated,

“With inadequate capacity available,
particularly at the closest schools, students
and their families may have to travel
significantly longer distances to get to school.”

— Harold M. Freiman

district’s preference is, and
always has been, to work
cooperatively with the city
and homebuilders to address
the impacts of new develop-
ment on the district. In this
instance, that type of coop-
eration has not occurred in
any meaningful way.”

Freiman argued that as
part of the environmental
review, the new develop-
ment’s traffic impacts on
the school district need to
be studied.

“With inadequate capac-
ity available, particularly at
the closest schools, students
and their families may have
to travel significantly longer
distances to get to school,”
he added.

The additional traffic,
Freiman continued, would
create noise and air emission
issues at school sites, and
raise doubts about emergen-
cy response effectiveness at
those schools.

In early December, the

“The district maintains that
further environmental re-
view is required before the
city can approve this project
due to the project’s reliance
on the outdated, incomplete
and inadequate analysis of
the potential impacts related
to schools.”

Councilmember Shawn
Kumagai told The Inde-
pendent that the city’s le-
gal counsel considered the
school district’s points, but
felt that, under the Califor-
nia Environmental Qual-
ity Act (CEQA), they were
allowed to proceed under
the existing environmental
impact reports (EIRS).

“To be frank, these are
the EIRs that we used to
develop all of East Dublin,”
said Kumagai.

However, the school
district’s letter, continued,
“(The) city and district have
both changed in such a way

(See LEGAL, page 6)

Arkin Named New Council Vice Mayor;
Miller Appointed School Board President

By David Jen

PLEASANTON — The city
council unanimously elected
councilmember Valerie Ar-
kin as their new vice mayor
during its Dec. 21, 2021
meeting.

Arkin joined the council
in 2020 and, prior to that,
was a member of the Pleas-
anton Library Commission
as well as a Board Trustee
for the Pleasanton Unified
School District (PUSD),
during which she was Board
President three times.

Outgoing Vice Mayor
Julie Testa was elected to
the city council in 2018. Her
civic experience includes
11 years as Human Ser-
vices Commissioner. She
also served on the boards
of Tri-Valley REACH and
the Tri-Valley chapter of the
National Alliance on Mental
Iliness.

In her closing thoughts
in her role, Testa urged the
council to strive for broader

PET OF THE WEEK

VIXEN

Vixen is a vivacious little pup who adores various
activities — playing and snuggling are equally
vital. Her personality is vibrant yet calming, a
vividly beautiful juxtaposition. She’s a viable
candidate to add value to your family! Learn
more about Vixen and other dogs and cats at
valleyhumane.org. Email info@valleyhumane.
org to start the adoption application process.

(Photo - Valley Humane Society)

experiences through com-
mittee rotations.

“I think it’s really im-
portant for all of us to have
background and understand-
ing of our different regional
committees and commis-
sions,” she said. “Rather
than a policy where you start
with one and keep that in-
definitely, I would like to ask
that we consider in the future,
moving things around a bit so
we each get an opportunity to
learn more.”

Elsewhere in Pleasanton,
the PUSD Board of Trust-
ees elected a new president
and vice president (Trustees
Mark Miller and Steve Ma-
her, respectively) in a 3-2
vote during its Dec. 16, 2021
meeting.

Outgoing board President
Joan Laursen initially nomi-
nated the two trustees.

Both Laursen and Miller
intend to vacate their seats at
the end of their current terms
in December, and Laursen
said the upcoming empty

seats influenced her decision.

“The stability of the
board, with the two new
board members, in the new
year, is going to take some
experienced hands,” Laursen
said. “I really feel that after
Trustee Miller serves his
term — which | have every
confidence he’ll do an ex-
emplary job, as he has done
in the past — | just believe
that Steve Maher will be the
person to take us forward
into the next phase with the
two new board members.”

Trustee Kelly Mokashi,
however, pointed out that
Mabher recently served as
president and, with the
board’s tradition of pro-
moting the vice president
to president, another presi-
dential term from Mabher in
2023 would eliminate an
opportunity for other board
members to fill that role.

“l understand the value
of having stability, but also
there are benefits of coaching

(See APPOINTED, page 6)

Revelers rang in the new year at the Main Street Brewery’s MASKerade Party in
downtown Pleasanton on Dec. 31. Erin Anderegg, Howard Benner and Veronica
Roderick (holding the phone) capture the moment with a selfie. [See photo gallery at
www.independentnews.com/multimedia] (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)
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Former Councilman Awaiting Kidney Transplant

By Larry Altman

Former Livermore City
Councilman Bob Coomber
says he is fortunate that his
chronic kidney condition
hasn’t worsened as he heads
into the new year on two
waiting lists for a transplant.

well. So it’s working. So far
so good.”

A year away from the
city council, which he
served from 2016 to 2020,
Coomber said he misses his
old position “to a degree”
but not enough to run again.

“l won’t be tempted to do

Bob Coomber

Coomber, who chose not
to run for re-election in 2020
to concentrate on his health,
said in an interview on Dec.
30 that he continues to spend
his time hiking and enjoy-
ing the outdoors in the Tri-
Valley and Sierra foothills.

“There’s still no need for
dialysis, and everything is
holding steady,” Coomber
said. “I attribute it to eating

so until I get a new kidney,”
Coomber said.

Coomber has waited for
that kidney since 2018 when
doctors diagnosed him with
chronic kidney failure. He’s
on waiting lists at UC Davis
and Stanford medical cen-
ters, hoping for a match.
However, he doesn’t often
hear from doctors, which
in some ways is a good

sign because his need has
not become dire, he said. “I
probably need to call to see
if everything is on course,”
said Coomber, who visits
his own kidney specialist
locally. “I haven’t heard
anything adverse.”

Coomber’s kidney diag-
nosis was the last in a string
of medical setbacks — none
of which have ever held him
back. At 20, he began taking
insulin and keeping track
of his blood sugar levels
after doctors discovered he
had juvenile diabetes. As
a young father, Coomber’s
legs shattered from osteo-
porosis, a condition result-
ing from the diabetes. He
has used a wheelchair to
get around for years. uses
a wheelchair to get around.

When the COVID-19
pandemic began last year,
Coomber did not give in. Al-
though he stayed home with
his wife, he ventured out to
hike as much as he could in
local wilderness areas.

“l didn't take any special
precautions,” he said. “I just
was careful about where |
mingled. I'm so used to be-
ing out by myself anyway.”

Once the subject of the
documentary, “4 Wheel
Bob,” which chronicled his
attempt to become the first
person in a wheelchair to
cross the nearly 12,000-foot
elevation Kearsarge Pass in
the Inyo National Forest,
Coomber takes his hikes a
little easier. [Text Wrapping
Break]

Most mornings, Coomber
leaves his wife, Gina, work-
ing at home and spends
his time at Sycamore Park
or in the Sierra foothills,
where he likes to “putter
around” on trails in Sonora

and Angels Camp. He hikes
as much as he can and feels
up to it, he said.

“I really like driving. |
like getting out on a quiet
road,” Coomber said. “I’ve
learned there are so many
in California ... It doesn't
take you much to get out
on a good back road and go
through farm county and
good hill country.”

Coomber said that during
treks to Sycamore Grove, he
looks to see if any otters are
enjoying the creeks. He re-
cently watched a mountain
lion at Lake Del Valle cross
the road. He looked on as a
golden eagle stood over the
hole to a squirrel den, wait-
ing to pounce for a meal.

“We don’t see that very
often,” said Coomber, who
didn’t get close enough to
disturb the bird. “I didn’t
want to make it fly away. It
was just good to get a look
at it and take a close look at
its head and big dark beak.
We have more bald eagles
around here than golden
eagles.”

Although he doesn’t
stray too far from home for
vacations, Coomber said he
is considering a trip with
his wife to Maui next year,
or perhaps a camping trip in
the mountains.

“It depends on how
things go,” he added. said.

Although he visited his
daughter in Cotati in So-
noma County recently, he
stayed home for Christ-
mas and New Year’s, and
planned to do the same
for his birthday. Coomber
turned 67 on Jan. 4.

“Just to know | made
it through another rough
(year) is good enough for
me,” he explained. said.

Livermore-Amador Garden Club to Learn About Chelsea Flower Show

Lydia Roberts, amember
of the Livermore-Amador
Valley Garden Club, will
give a presentation on her

RME E

CHELSEA

FLOWER SHOW

visit to the RHS Chelsea
Flower Show in London
during the group’s Zoom-
based meeting at 7 p.m. on
Thursday, Jan. 13.

The Royal Horticultural
Society has hosted the RHS
Chelsea Flower Show, origi-
nally known as the Great
Spring Show, since 1862.

Although traditionally
held in May, the show was
moved to September last
year because of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, which
coincided with Roberts’ visit
with friends and family in
England.

Her presentation will

include photos from inside
the Great Pavilion and the
gardens surrounding the
Royal Hospital in Chelsea,
London, where the flower
show has been held since
1912

Her presentation will
also cover the five Royal
Horticultural Society gar-
dens in England and the
Eden Project, a global gar-
den in a massive greenhouse
complex in a former clay pit
the size of 30 soccer fields in
Cornwall.

Club members will be
sent links to the Zoom meet-
ing. Non-members inter-

The Livermore First Presbyterian Church hosted its annual New Year’s Eve labyrinth
walk on Friday, Dec. 31. The walk returned after a year off due to the pandemic, offering
residents a chance to celebrate the new year and reflect on 2021. (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)
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treatment
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LIVE AT THE RANKHEAD
WED JAN 26 AT 7:30 PM

“Who needs another Broadway show when
you can hire a jazz combo playing music

from Bugs Bunny cartoons?”
- The Wall Street Journal

PHANTOM OF THE OPERA'S

JEREMY STOLLE

FRIJAN 21 AT 8 PM

BET TICKETS NOW

LivermoreArts.org
925.373.6800 | 2400 First Street, Livermore
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Livermore Wine Country Remembers NFL Icon John Madden

By Laura Ness

With the passing of the
larger-than-life John Mad-
den, the region has lost not
only a beloved human be-
ing, coach, mentor, broad-
caster and friend, but also
a vineyard owner whose
vines produced some line-
backer-esque grapes that lo-
cal vintners proudly turned
into bold, award-winning
wines.

The Madden fam-
ily moved to Pleasanton in
1967, when John joined the
Oakland Raiders coaching
staff. They’ve remained
here since, investing in the
local economy and pur-
chasing vineyard acreage,
including what became
known as Madden Ranch
Vineyard.

From left, NFL Hall of Fame coach John Madden is seen

region that reached heights
of 1,000 feet. It would be-
come a source of pride for
the Maddens.

The Scarlet Red Bear
Company — owned by
Madden’s son, Mike Mad-
den— purchased the Steven
Kent property from Phil
Wente.

The Madden family was
instrumental in developing
Blacksmith Square, which
became a wine tasting desti-
nation featuring the Retzlaff
tasting room — a dream
of the late Gloria Retzlaff
Taylor — along with tasting
rooms for Thomas Coyne
Winery and John Christo-
pher Cellars.

Late winemaker, Tom
Doczy, was a big fan of
Madden Ranch fruit.

“Mike asked us to make

with Rhonda Wood at Campo de Bocce in Livermore.

(Photo courtesy of Rhonda Wood)

According to Flip2Me-
dia owner Doug Mann,
Madden had never intended
to be in the wine business.
Mann said the venture came
courtesy of the South Liver-
more Valley Plan, which
stipulated that for every
homesite built, 20 acres of
land had to be set aside for
agriculture.

“We were hanging out
on First Street years ago,
before the streetscape was
done,” Mann said. “This
period was near the dawn
of their Livermore real es-
tate acquisition/building
phase, and redevelopment
momentum was gearing up,
etc. Mostly, we were talk-
ing about all the downtown
stuff. At one point, he turned
to say, ‘And there’s this
20-acre parcel thing in the
south. Somebody’s building
houses, and we’re growing
the grapes they need to
make it all happen!””

Mann particularly re-
called Madden’s expres-
sion.

“Those of us who knew
him would recognize a cer-
tain look, which appeared
on his face sometimes — a
mixture of joy and bewil-
derment,” Mann continued.
“One more thing in his
life he never could have
expected or predicted had
somehow, happened to him.
(Madden had said) ‘Can you
believe it? We’re growing
the grapes!’”

Those grapes happened
to be on a 20-acre vineyard
parcel on the west side of
the Altamont Pass, a steep

cabernet sauvignon from
their vineyard,” Doczy
told The Independent in
a previous interview. “He
explained they only did
three small lots of 5 tons
each, and only three win-
eries were allowed to use
the Madden name on their
bottles.”

Doczy continued to pro-
cure Madden fruit for each
subsequent vintage of John
Christopher Cellars wines
before he passed away in
January 2018.

Darcie Kent was an-
other winery allowed to
use the Madden name. Kent
winemaker, Julian Halasz,
crafted vintages of Madden
Ranch Cabernet Sauvi-

gnons and an even more
impressive lineup of Mad-
den Ranch “Big Petite”
petite sirahs.

Kent, who admitted to
being completely intimi-
dated by the big man the
first time she met him, said,
“We were honored to work
with John Madden for over
adecade on our mutual love
of fine wine and the poten-
tial of Livermore Valley
grapes. His Madden Ranch
Vineyard, whose elevation
topped out at over 1,000
feet, was the source for our
top-selling cabernet sauvi-
gnon and petite sirah until it
was set for replanting.

Kent said Madden was
particularly committed to
Livermore petite sirah,
which he considered to be
the best in the world.

“He told us that he didn’t
know that much about wine
— not true — but he knew
the American consumer,
and (that) they gravitate to
whatever is the best,” Kent
continued. “He believed
that once you proved you
could be world class at
one varietal, folks would
trust that Livermore Val-
ley could be great at many
things. John was always so
generous with his time, and
I will always cherish my
frequent visits to his office
to chat and get bottles of
our wine signed for charity
auctions.”

Kent further noted that
her last Madden wine will
be released later this year.
Already in bottle, it is called
“Ghost Vines Madden
Ranch” — her winery’s way
of commemorating the last
vintage from a vineyard.

Kent met Madden
through Peggy Fleming (the
Olympic Gold Medal figure
skating champion from
1968) and her husband,
physician Greg Jenkins,
who used to work with the
49ers. The couple’s label,
Fleming Jenkins — for-
merly based in Los Gatos
— sourced syrah from Mad-
den Ranch Vineyard, using
it for their breast cancer
fundraiser, Victories Rosé,
as well as for their highly
acclaimed Madden Ranch
Syrah.
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Fleming and Madden
would go on to hold many
fundraising events together,
including bocce ball tourna-
ments. Fleming said that
Madden was fond of big
bottles — the bigger the
better — and the pair made
quite a day of it signing
them for charity auctions.

Another winemaker,
Rhonda Wood, also made
syrah from Madden Ranch
Vineyard for over 10 years.
She recalled meeting Flem-
ing and Jenkins at the vine-
yard on picking day, usually
at 3 a.m.; Fleming would
always bring pizza for the
picking crew.

“John was a supporter
of the Livermore Valley
Wine Country and so much
more,” Wood said. “He
was an amazing man, and
he always remembered my
name whenever | came
across him.”

Although Steve Burman,
winemaker at 3 Steves Win-
ery, never made wine from
Madden Ranch Vineyard,
he recognized firsthand
the family’s importance
as vineyard owners in the
Livermore Valley. He first
met Madden at a bocce ball
charity. Burnam's friend
Steve Bitker from KCBS
radio later invited him to
watch football with the
coach, which made Burman
a bit nervous.

“I'll never forget that
experience, listening to the
coach sharing his insights
from the most fundamental
of plays to the most com-
plicated,” Burman recalled.
“He was completely engag-
ing, and | saw the game ina
whole new light. In between
the plays, he would talk
wine with me. He had this
way of educating without
making you feel inferior,
using stories and analogies
that just made things so
clear. He was the kind of
person everyone could and
will continue to look up to.”

Even though the bottles
Burman brought to share
that day were never opened,

-

he said the coach asked
intently about each one,
inquiring about the blends,
the vineyards and clearly
knowledgeable about all
aspects of wine — from
growing and blending to
marketing.

“It was just a group of

friends sharing a regular
Sunday afternoon watch-
ing football together in
the coach's eyes,” Burman
continued. “Only we got
to spend that special day
with a living legend. I will
never forget that day. How
fortunate I am.”
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9 REASONS YOU SHOULD BE USING
COMPASS CONCIERGE
1. Maximize the value of your home.
2. Show your home in its best light.
3. Sell your home faster.
4. No upfront costs or interest.
5. Compass Concierge is hassle free.

Contact me today to learn more about how Compass Concierge
can help you make the most of your sale!

FAUGHT

REALTOR®, CRS, SRES®

DRE01027778
2018 Bay East Association REALTOR® of the Year
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LeslieFaught.com
SellingEastBayHomes.com

“I'll find a buyer for your home and a home for you to buy”
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WHY NOT FRAMEIT?
WE CAN FRAME JUST ABOUT ANYTHING!

PACKAGE DEALS

upTo 12 X16 $49.99
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PACKAGES INCLUDE YOUR CHOICE
OF SELECTED FRAMES,
ONE ACID FREE MATREGULAR GLASS,
FITTING, BACKING & LABOR.
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ART & FRAME
SINCE 19638

1912 2nd St. Downtown Livermore
925-443-3388
wayupartandframe.com

Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm
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LAS POSITAS

4 of 5 students would
encourage others to attend
Las Positas College

Invest In

Register Now

www.laspositascollege.edu
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" EDITORIAL

Sheriff Candidate Forum Offers Chance to Discuss Prison Reform

port and reassure an understandably nervous
and angry constituency.

As Alameda County residents who have one
of the nation’s largest prisons in their back-
yard, it is incumbent on us to understand
the complicated, real-world issues facing law

~

The upcoming candidates’ forum will offer
voters the opportunity to familiarize them-
selves with the three individuals running for
election this June to become the next Alameda

Incumbent Gregory Ahern will appear with
Alameda County Division Commander Yes-
enia Sanchez and San Francisco Police Officer
JoAnn Walker during a Jan. 9 virtual debate.

The candidates will likely face questions
regarding issues at correctional facilities in
Dublin. Since 2014, there have been 56 in-
custody deaths at Santa Rita Jail, seven of
which occurred this year. Charges of miscon-
duct at the penitentiary include the mistreat-
ment of prisoners, witness intimidation, ra-

cial profiling and the targeting of inmates with

mental health issues.

In August, two former Santa Rita guards
were sentenced to four years in prison for
their roles in a 2017 incident where four
guards were arrested for instructing prison-
ers to throw feces at other inmates.

Activist groups including Critical Resis-
tance and The Ella Baker Center for Human
Rights have called for reform.

And it’s no wonder.

One of these three is going to be respon-
sible after the election in June, for making the
changes that are surely coming to the prison.
A public forum such as this is a way for the
candidates to address concerns, garner sup-

enforcement in 2022.

What better way to begin than with an open,
public debate? Mark your calendars for Jan.
9 at 1:30 p.m. and be an active participant in
the process. There is indeed much at stake.

The event is co-sponsored by The Inde-
pendent, Indivisible East Bay, the Livermore
Vine and the Pleasanton Weekly. To register
for the forum, visit www.trivalley.rocks/

ACSheriff.

/

MAILBOX

Mailbox Guidelines:
Opinions voiced in letters pub-
lished in Mailbox are those of
the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of
The Independent. Anonymous
letters will not be published. All
letters are required to have the
name(s) of the person(s) submit-
ting them, city of residence and
phone number, for verification
purposes. Abusive letters may
be rejected or edited. Letters are
subject to verification and may
be edited for clarity at the dis-
cretion of the editor. We reserve
the right to decide whether or
not the letter will be published.
Headings for all letters may be
edited at the discretion of the
editor to properly reflect their
content. A headline will be
added to letters received with-
out one. Frequent letter writers
may have publication of their
letters delayed. Letters must be
submitted by someone living
in or from the Tri-Valley; they
must not offer medical advice
from unconfirmed professional
sources or contain libelous or
inappropriate content. Letters
should be limited to 400 words
or less and should be sent by
email to letters@independent-
news.com or submitted using
the form below. To be consid-
ered, letters must be received by
10 a.m. on the Tuesday before
publication.

John Madden
Willam Zagotta, Livermore

As a Chicago Bears
fan, I first heard the name
of coach Madden when the
Bears lost their first inter-
league game against the
Raiders, in 1972. | couldn’t
believe a good AFL team
could so easily beat even
a lousy NFL team. | didn’t
think about him much for a
long time after that game.

Later he emerged as a
broadcaster, on four net-
works of NFL games.
People really liked him as
an announcer and JM was
popular because of his way
of speaking. JM was an
Everyman...a stock char-
acter in fiction, an ordinary
character, generally a pro-
tagonist whose character
and mannerisms foster the
audience's wide identifi-
cation ... (adapted from
Wikipedia).

I wasn’t that impressed
with the Turducken seg-
ments on TV but his insight
into football, his sense of
humor, his energy, the tele
Strater enabled him to teach
listeners to appreciate the
game and many fine points
of what we were seeing and
enjoying.

JM genuinely liked
people and was proud to
be a fellow citizen and a
celebrity at the same time. |
have learned in the last few
days how much JM enjoyed
close, even casual, interac-
tions with folks, friends
and kids.

Of course, in recent
times JM has been out of

the public eye. He lived in
the Tri-Valley, and | have
friends who have come to
know the Maddens. Many
of us have been hearing
from the Maddens only
because Mike Madden has
been active and an activist
in business in town. Thanks
Mike.

AND this week ...
BOOM he is gone!

Monster Garage vs
Robotic Parking
Glenn Stewart, Livermore

On March 1, 2021 the
City Council held a city pri-
orities workshop to address
ten goals and priorities for
the upcoming fiscal years.

Downtown implementa-
tion was number 4 on the list
that included - Eden hous-
ing, Veterans Park, bou-
tique hotel, Madden’s retail
project, Black Box Theater,
I-Street and L-Street park-
ing structures.

A couple of years ago,
Komorous-Towey Archi-
tects (KTA) of Oakland
submitted an architectural
rendering for the L-Street
parking structure, a 5-level
monstrosity of a parking
structure for approximately
500 vehicles, towering over
several merchants on First
Street.

So much for the City of
Livermore residents’ num-
ber 2 priority of Commu-
nity Character and Design
that came out of the 2017
PlaceWorks community
workshops. The City spent
$500K+ of the taxpayers'
money on the workshops.
Did the City Council listen
to the residents? I think not.

I called Robotic Park-
ing Systems and asked for
rough numbers to build a
500-car robotic parking
garage.

They replied, “Here is
one idea for a 500+ space
garage... 100 ft x 350 ft x
34 ft high (3-levels of park-
ing) = about 625-650 spac-
es... peak traffic throughput
would be about 200 cars per
hour, but this can be ad-
justed with additional entry
/ exits and lift machines...
very rough turnkey cost is
in the ball park of $29,000-
$31,000 per space.”

The additional 125-150
robotic parking stalls could
be allocated for hotel valet
parking or to meet Vision
for 2045 parking needs.

The listed benefits of a
robotic parking structure
are... 50% less land used...
Lower development costs...
Lower overall operation
costs... Increased personal
security...No damage or
dents... No graffiti... No
theft or vandalism... Eco-
friendly, cuts pollution of
driving around looking for
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space... Solar panels for
energy efficiency and green
building... No more walk-
ing around decks, wait-
ing for elevator, climb-
ing stairs... No more re-
membering where car is
parked... Valet service ease,
but you keep the keys...
Redundant machines and
components... No single
failure will result in system
being inoperable... Fault
tolerant computer servers
guarantee continuous avail-
ability... Emergency power
generator... 24/7 hotline.

A rectangular, conven-
tional parking garage costs
approximately $38K to
$42K per parking space,
possibly more these days.
An automatic parking ga-
rage saves the taxpayer
$8,000 to $11,000 per park-
ing stall or $6,000,000 at
$9,500 average per stall
savings.

Hey, City Council...
What’s not to like about
robotic parking?

Livermore Council Must
Release Tax Survey!
Alan Heckman, Livermore

The Livermore City
Council is plotting to raise
our taxes - adding a half per-
cent local sales tax and an
additional $108 parcel tax.

Pleasanton has no local
sales tax and a very small
parcel tax.

Their city and schools
seem to be run just fine.

The council directed
Livermore City Manag-
er Marc Roberts to pay
$95,000 to Jared Boigon
of the firm TBWBH Props
& Measures to determine
the "feasibility" of getting
these taxes passed in a ballot
measure.

This firm conducted a
survey in November with
Livermore voters to deter-
mine language to be used
in the ballot measures, test-
ing which vague promises
would work best such as
"Maintaining and repairing
storm drains" or "Repairing
potholes"” - services they
should already be providing.

The survey also asked
about potential negatives
such as the city's "dumping
money" on "low-quality,
high-density housing™. The
council must be worried
about Eden Housing.

For some reason, the
survey did not ask if it
was appropriate for Mayor
Bob Woerner to take the
senior exemption for the
school parcel tax. Do City
Manager Marc Roberts and
Mayor Bob Woerner believe
the public would support a
tax pushed by a Mayor who
exempts himself from pay-
ing them?

Even more insidious is
that the survey collected
demographic ethnic infor-
mation along with level of
support or opposition in
order to determine the best
election date.

Hypothetically, if the
survey determined poor
minorities struggling with
inflation and a rapidly ris-
ing cost of living would be
more likely to oppose these
regressive taxes, but older
white home owners who
could take advantage of the

"Bob Woerner tax exemp-
tion" would be more likely
to support these taxes, and
they find that these older
whiter people are more
likely than poor minorities
to vote in a separate Special
Election, the council would
choose to hold it on a lower
participation Special Elec-
tion instead of the Primary
or Gubernatorial election.
Tax ballot measures
promise "citizen oversight",
but if the council refuses to
be transparent with the sur-
vey, they won't be transpar-
ent once they get our money.
Livermore, we paid
$95,000 for the survey, we
deserve to see the results!

Let's Preserve our
Freedom to Vote
Marla Kirby, Livermore

No matter where we live
or what our background, in
America we value the free-
dom to vote and to pick our
leaders, so we have an equal
say in decisions that impact
our lives such as curbing the
pandemic, creating jobs and
making health care afford-
able. But some Republican
politicians and pundits are
lying about the 2020 elec-
tion, and one year ago,
helped to incite a deadly at-
tack on the nation’s Capital
in an attempt to subvert the
will of the voters. And, on
the basis of that lie, some
Republican-led states now
have made it not just more
difficult to vote but also
easier to ignore our votes
and instead impose their
own partisan result.

To move forward to-
gether as a nation, we must
ensure that every American
can cast a ballot and have
their ballot counted, so we
can elect leaders who gov-
ern in our interests. The
Freedom to Vote Act sets
national standards for our
elections, so all of us can
safely and freely cast our
ballots, have our voices
heard, and elect leaders who
deliver on our priorities.
Coming together, we should
urge the U.S. Senate to pass
the Freedom to Vote Act,
to ensure all of us have an
equal say and help make the
promise of our democracy
real for us all.

Passing the Freedom to
Vote Act in January 2022
would be a fitting way to
commemorate the one-year
anniversary of the insurrec-
tion at the Capital and to
honor the courage of all of
those who fought that day
for the core tenet of our
democracy - the freedom
to vote.

Let Your Voice be Heard
Robin Groth-Hill, Livermore

Like so many writers
of letters to the editor each
week, | have grave concerns
about Eden Housing being
placed in the heart of our
downtown. The community
said they want green space
for the citizens to enjoy;
we are getting a concrete
jungle instead that is called
Eden Housing’s “Livermore
Village”.

I was part of the group
that recently met with Bob
Carling to get his feedback
0N some community issues.

Shockingly, Mr. Carling
stated that the community
is behind the Eden project
and stated he only has re-
ceived one email to date
against it. | inquired how
he felt that way when all
these weekly letters to the
editor are against Eden. His
response? He does not read
the Independent, so he has
never seen any feedback
against it! So, here you
have it, the Mayor and City
Council have chosen to ig-
nore forums in which they
do not like the conversation.
They chose to bury their
head in the sand and act like
our community voices are
not heard.

Facts about The Eden
Project:

The 130 units that Eden’s
“Livermore Village” will
provide is 105 SHORT of
what the city is obligated
to provide in the Regional
Housing Needs Assessment
(RHNA). They currently
do not know where they
will put the 105 addition-
al REQUIRED units. Per
Councilmen Carling, “The
new RHNA process will
have consequences, but it
remains to be seen if they
will be enforced.”

Eden’s Livermore Vil-
lage project of 130 units
only provides one parking
space per unit. Most units
are 2-3 bedrooms, so if a
2- or 3-person unit has more
than one car among them,
where do they park? On
our overcrowded downtown
streets? In our new parking
garage that is designed for
consumers of our downtown
businesses?

With these 130 units and
the Legacy 222-unit apart-
ments, how is our down-
town traffic going to handle
another 350+ cars daily?

Join us, a group of con-
cerned citizens, who want
to preserve our downtown
and take a stand against this
Mayor/Council who think
they cater to the develop-
ers. We are meeting Friday,
January 7 at 6:30 p.m. On
Saturday, January 15 we
will hold a rally downtown
to let our local officials hear
our voices. Get more infor-
mation at unfittoserveliver-
more@gmail.com. Find out
how you too can have your
voice be heard and save
our downtown from being
ruined!

Behind Closed Doors
Jim Hutchins, Livermore

In October 2020, Bob
Woerner campaigned for
mayor on the issue of the lo-
cation for the Eden Housing
project, saying “I believe it
is still possible in principle
to relocate the housing ele-
ment.” He promised “plenty
of opportunity for public
input and reasoned dis-
cussion” and “to help the
community come together.”
This position was a major
factor in his winning the
election. After the election,
he turned from his promise,
and has not only refused to
consider any alternative,
but also has put into motion
actions designed to prevent
an alternative.

Beginning in Septem-
ber 2021, the City Coun-

cil has held three closed
door meetings with Presi-
dio Companies LLC, the
firm contracted to build the
downtown boutique hotel.
The discussions included
giving Presidio a $1.925M
loan so they can purchase
one of the lots north of Rail-
road Avenue and turn it into
a parking lot for the hotel.
A December public notice
says the loan will finally
be discussed in open ses-
sion at the January 10 City
Council meeting. It is hard
to believe that Presidio, “a
reputable developer,” would
need a loan from the city, so
another purpose appears to
be at play.

The City is currently per-
forming surveys in prepara-
tion for seeking sales tax
and parcel tax increases
due to financial shortfalls,
yet they are willing to give
almost $2M to a developer
for a land purchase, one the
“reputable developer” is
unable to do themselves. It
seems more likely the city
is using Presidio to impede
any plans to relocate the
Eden Housing project north
of Railroad Avenue.

This tactic is also in
line with Alan Burnham’s
October 2021 purchase of
another of the lots north
of Railroad Avenue. Alan
spoke in support of Eden
Housing at the May 24 City
Council meeting, has writ-
ten letters supporting Eden
Housing, and is listed on
the Woerner4Mayor website
endorsing Woerner. Like
Woerner, he seems moti-
vated to do what he can to
keep the Eden project from
relocating.

It stretches credulity to
believe these actions are not
designed to interfere with
alternatives. However, the
public sees what the Council
is doing.

January 6th
Alan Marling, Livermore

“A republic, if you can
keep it,” Benjamin Franklin
said after helping draft the
US Constitution. Someone
had asked him what form
of government they had
created.

We may like to think of
our democracy as inviola-
ble, but Benjamin Franklin
knew better. The truth is
our representative republic
is threatened from mul-
tiple directions: money in
politics, gerrymandering,
voter suppression, foreign
manipulation, Trump’s Big
Lie, and last year’s January
6 Insurrection.

Watchdog groups such as
Freedom House downgrad-
ed our democracy scores
last year, placing us closer
to Panama, Romania and
Croatia than, say, the UK.
This is embarrassing, and
to avoid dwelling on it, it’s
tempting to ignore the prob-
lem in favor of “moving on”
in regard to the January 6
Insurrection.

History warns us against
this course. After a 1923
failed coup attempt by Hit-
ler, he was allowed back
into politics and ten years
later, cemented his power
with a successful takeover

(See MAILBOX, page 5)
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with the Reichstag fire.
Germany lost its democracy
to dictator.

For us to keep our repub-
lic we must stay vigilant.
Congress must expel those
who incited the January 6
Insurrection and prevent
them from holding future
office. The Department of
Justice must prosecute the
leaders of the coup and
those they tricked into be-
ing foot soldiers. The Sen-
ate must end the filibuster
to pass voting rights. And
we the people must make
certain it all happens. Talk
to your officials and join
January 6 vigils.

Livermore or
Council-Town?
Deborah McQueen, Livermore

The holidays are over,
but many moms and dads
are still putting together
unique gifts that require as-
sembly. Most people have
been there, sifting the nuts
and bolts of building a bi-
cycle for their children or
a new barbecue for the
summertime. Things don't
go well when vital parts are
missing, or the instructions
aren't clear. Shoppers trust
companies to give them
accurate instructions and

details. If essential items
are missing or mismatched,
it creates frustration and
anger. It often leads to post
Holiday returns. Worse, it
can lead to losing confidence
in the vendor forever.

Such is the case with the
downtown Eden Housing
plan. In 2017, Ex-Mayor
Marchand and now Mayor
Woerner put into place a
set of diagrams and instruc-
tions for a downtown plan
that was supposed to give
the public a robust park and
buildings scaled to match
"the look and feel of Liver-
more." They hired Eden
Housing whose plan was
supposed to be a "fait acom-
pli", but instead the public
has received a "bait and
switch" set of design draw-
ings from Eden Housing that
feature enormous four-story
buildings and grass strips
that will permanently change
the character of downtown
Livermore forever. Good in-
structions are clear, detailed,
orderly, factual, and honest.

Eden Housing's plan does
not meet that standard. Good
instructions and plans match
the pictured diagram that
comes with the purchase.
Like shifting staircases at
Hogwarts, Eden Housing's
diagrams oddly change as

the years roll by. Big build-
ings in undersized lots are
forced together as if they
believe that “with enough
force even pigs can fly.”

Shoppers can return
products that fail to meet the
promise made by the vendor.
Similarly, the residents of
Livermore can send back
their mayor and council on
November 22. Like famous
TV spokespeople, the mayor
and council have pitched and
sold a downtown concept to
the citizens that was never
what they were initially
promised. The public de-
serves the downtown plan
they crafted in the 2017
PlaceWork's Outreach Pro-
gram.

The city must adopt a
strategy written in a lan-
guage the public under-
stands - honesty, not the
amorphous letters of deceit.
The city council should
never leverage political in-
fluence against its citizens in
private land purchases, such
as Alan Burnham's recent
$2,442,500.00 acquisition
or meetings with hoteliers
who return "cap-in-hand"
begging for loans to meet
their parking needs. We live
in Livermore, after all, not
Council-town.

A Bad Parking Plan
The loan money would provide a “down payment” for a
poorly designed parking plan. The Livermore Pool and Spa
parcel would have space for only 100 parking stalls — 49
stalls short of the 1.1 stalls per unit required for a hotel
planned for up to 135 rooms. To make up the shortfall,
would the Councilmembers again take away public parking
in the L Street Garage for use by a private developer, as
they did for the Eden Housing developer?

A 5-level L Street Garage
The City’s current downtown plan includes the 500-stall

L Street Garage — a 5-level, 48-foot high monstrosity. The
proposed garage, 4’ taller than a typical 4-story multi-use
building, will create a visual mass that will overwhelm
those at street level in our unique and charming downtown.
The City has budgeted $34.5 million for the construction

On Monday January 10th, the Council will address
publicly — after discussions in three sessions closed
to the public last year — whether to give a $1.9
million loan to the City’s downtown hotel developer.
The loan would be used to acquire the parcel on

the NW corner of Railroad Ave. and K St., formerly
known as the Livermore Pool and Spa, for hotel valet
parking. This would be a waste of taxpayer money,
and the Council should vote it down.

Paid Political Advertisement

$1.9 Million for
Valet Parking?
Tell the City
Council “No!”

The Livermore City Council may hand over a
$1.9 million loan to a hotel developer for valet
parking. And you would be giving them the cash.

How Many More

Will Flee?

Maryann Brent, Livermore
Several Livermore city

officials have judged the

present an auspicious time

to exit service. One won-

ders if a motivating factor

might have been avoiding

the debate of the city’s per-

HOPE

Hospice & Health Services

formance leading up to the
November 2022 election.

Among those leaving:

Marc Roberts, City Man-
ager

Adam Van de Water,
Economic Development
Director

Doug Alessio, Adminis-
trative (financial) Services
Director (November, 2021)

Adam Van de Water,
Economic Development
Director

As well as:

Rachael Snedecor, Exec-
utive Director of Livermore
Downtown, Inc.

How many more key city
officials will call it quits
before November?

HOPE HOSPICE

Hospice Care

Senior-Care Classes

Grief Support

Dementia Education
Caregiver Resources

Volunteering Opportunities

Waste of a Prime Location

Purchasing this parcel for valet parking is not only

a waste of our taxpayer money, but also a waste of a
downtown asset. The vacant Livermore Pool and Spa
parcel, which is zoned for residential uses, touches the
very center of town. Turning it into a parking lot just
for the hotel, when better alternatives are available,

is not in the best interests of the community.

City Funds Required for Other Purposes

So why is the $1.9 million needed now, when the start of
hotel construction is TBD? The City recently authorized a
poll to evaluate whether they should ask the voters to say
“yes” to a measure that would increase sales taxes and
add a new parcel tax. Necessary sidewalk repairs and other
infrastructure maintenance have been neglected. Council
members should not proceed with this spendthrift
parking plan, particularly when the City is facing more

pressing needs.

There’s A Better Alternative

The city’s plan ignores the latest advances in parking
that could provide more parking, with a smaller garage,
for less cost. According to Robotic Parking Systems, Inc.,
the City could build a 650-stall robotic garage for just
$20.1 million, saving the City $14.4 million. The garage
would reach only 36’ high, 8’ more than a typical 3-story
multiuse building. An additional level would be set back
at least 20’ from all sides of the building. It would add 9’,
but not be seen from the street. A robotic L Street Garage

Paid for by Save Livermore Downtown

of this garage. deserves the community’s wholehearted support.
R -
It's not too late to save Livermore’s downtown LIVErmore

Downtown!
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Passed in early December by the council, the Dublin East Ranch project has received
push back from the overcrowded school district.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

that the circumstances under
which the project is to be
undertaken have changed
substantially, new informa-
tion and mitigation mea-
sures not previously known
are now available, and there
are a multitude of impacts
that the EDSP EIRs fail to
address, thus requiring fur-
ther environmental review.”

Despite vocal opposition
from both the district and
the public, the city coun-
cil approved the project’s
Stage 2 Development Plan
and CEQA exemption at its
Dec. 7 meeting, and adopted
the ordinance approving the
plan and CEQA findings at
its Dec. 21, 2021 meeting.

The council also made an
argument during its Dec. 7
meeting that it was legally
unable to consider school
impacts in its approval de-
cision.

Kumagai later reiterated
the council’s position that
school impacts cannot be
used as a reason to deny a
project, referring to Senate
Bill 50, which declared that
“school impact fees were
the exclusive means of con-
sidering mitigating impacts
on school facilities.”

“We’re limited on what
we can do there,” he added.

Led by Trumark Homes,
the East Ranch project plans
to build 573 housing units
on the 165- acres straddling
Croak Road, east of the Jor-
dan Ranch neighborhood in
Dublin and adjacent to the
Doolan Canyon Regional
Preserve. The proposal in-
cludes 18 moderate-income
single-family units, 11.5
acres of park space and a
small, neighborhood pocket
park. The development will
also reserve 2 acres of land
for the future development
of 77 affordable-housing
units.

Under CEQA, residential

projects, like East Ranch,
may claim an exemption
from further environmental
review if they are consistent
with a prior specific plan
that underwent review. To
this end, the East Ranch pro-
posal cited environmental
impact reports (EIRs) from
the East Dublin Specific
Plan (EDSP) released be-
tween 1993 and 2005.

Kumagai pointed to the
Bay Area’s housing crisis
as his reason for personally
supporting the project.

“In order for us to get
out of that crisis, we have
to build more housing of
all types across the spec-
trum,” he said. “You know,
market rate, smaller units,
affordable-by-design, as
well as subsidized afford-
able housing. And this proj-
ect brought all of that.”

“To be frank, thse are
the EIRs that we used to
develop all of East Dublin,”
said Kumagai.

Under CEQA, residential
projects, like East Ranch,
may claim an exemption
from further environmental
review if they are consistent
with a prior specific plan
that underwent review. To
this end, the East Ranch pro-
posal cited EIRs from the
East Dublin Specific Plan
(EDSP) released between
1993 and 2005.

However, the school
district’s letter continued,
“(The) city and district have
both changed in such a
way that the circumstances
under which the project
is to be undertaken have
changed substantially; new
information and mitigation
measures not previously
known are now available,
and there are a multitude of
impacts that the EDSP EIRs
fail to address, thus requir-
ing further environmental
review.”

The council also made an
argument during its Dec. 7
meeting that it was legally
unable to consider school
impacts in its approval de-
cision.

Kumagai later reiterated
the council’s position that
school impacts cannot be
used as a reason to deny a
project, referring to Senate
Bill 50, which declared that
“school impact fees were
the exclusive means of con-
sidering mitigating impacts
on school facilities.”

“We’re limited on what
we can do there,” he added.

In response to this posi-
tion, the school district’s
Dec. 17 letter stated, “The
city is not only legally al-
lowed to consider school
related impacts, but is also
required to do so.” The let-
ter cited a similar case in
Madera County in which
the court decided that de-
veloper fees only mitigate
impacts to “on school fa-
cilities.”

Freiman added, “The
court concluded that the
county was in fact required
to consider and analyze in-
creased traffic to and from
schools, air quality impacts,
(and) impacts related to con-
struction of school facilities
that would be needed to
accommodate enrollment
growth, which could include
noise, pollution and traffic
impacts.”

Kumagai pointed to the
Bay Area’s housing crisis
as his reason for personally
supporting the project.

“In order for us to get
out of that crisis, we have
to build more housing of
all types across the spec-
trum,” he said. “You know,
market rate, smaller units,
affordable-by-design, as
well as subsidized afford-
able housing. And this proj-
ect brought all of that.”

MANDATE

(Continued from first page)

“Vaccination and booster
doses together with masking
will protect our residents
and keep hospitals from
being overwhelmed with
people who are severely ill
due to COVID. Protecting
our hospitals’ capacity is a
top priority, so anyone who
needs to go to the hospital

for any reason can access
care in a timely manner.”
“Omicron may be more
transmissible, but we have
the tools to prevent infec-
tion,” said Moss. “Because
even a mild infection in a
vaccinated person may be
passed on to someone who
could become hospitalized,

we must take every precau-
tion this winter.”

ACPHD advised the
community to get vacci-
nated and boosted, and to
stay home if positive, symp-
tomatic, or unvaccinated/not
boosted and exposed.

For more information,
visit acphd.org.

APPOINTED

(Continued from first page)

and the leadership capacity
of other trustees as well,”
she said.

Trustee Mary Jo Carreon
was also disappointed by
Laursen’s nomination.

“l think that sometimes
having someone new is
beneficial,” she said.

While Laursen acknowl-
edged the value of new lead-
ership, she also explained
that the math of the board’s
bylaws doesn’t support a
true rotation.

“It’s the board’s intent
that everyone have the
opportunity to serve, but
there’s five members and
a term is only four years,
so in reality, you have (to)
run for more than one term
for everybody to have that
opportunity,” Laursen con-
tinued.

Laursen’s nomination
motion passed with Trust-
ees Mokashi and Carreon
against it.

Your Daily
Online Local
News.

independentnews.com
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Water District Names New Engineering Director

Steve Delight has been
named district engineer and
director of engineering ser-
vices for the Dublin San
Ramon Services District
(DSRSD) following the
retirement of Judy Zavadil
in December.

As director of engineer-
ing services, Delight is
responsible for planning,
permitting, capital improve-
ments, asset management,
and clean water and water
conservation programs for
the district, which provides

water, wastewater, and re-
cycled water services for
Dublin, San Ramon, and
Pleasanton.

Delight, who joined
DSRSD in 2000, previ-
ously served as an engineer
and supervisor of the dis-
trict’s capital improvement
program.

A licensed professional
engineer, he holds a bach-
elor’s degree in civil en-
gineering from California
State University, Chico, and
a master’s degree in civil

engineering from San Jose
State University.

—
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Steve Delight

SWALWELL

(Continued from first page)

mitigating the ongoing CO-
VID-19 surge.”

Although the airlines
require passengers to wear
masks, only international
travelers coming to the
United States must show
COVID-19 related docu-
ments before boarding their
flights. Feinstein and Swal-
well wrote that the airline
companies have shown they
have the capacity to imple-
ment vaccine and testing
requirements.

“Delta Airlines and
American Airlines have
adopted their FlyReady
and VeriFLY verification
systems, and United Air-
lines has introduced similar
requirements,” the letter
said. “CDC has also already
published guidance on what
types of COVID-19 vac-
cination are acceptable for
this process.”

Verification systems
were initially established at
airlines to meet mandates
that flight crews and in-
ternational travelers show
proof of vaccination. These
systems would further ex-
pand to verify domestic
travelers should the CDC
and FAA issue new guid-
ance.

Back in September, Fein-
stein introduced the U.S. Air
Travel Public Safety Act, a
bill that would require all

passengers on domestic
airline flights to either be
fully vaccinated, have re-
cently tested negative for
COVID-19 or have fully
recovered from COVID-19.
The bill would require
the Secretary of Health and
Human Services and FAA
to develop national vaccina-
tion standards and proce-
dures related to COVID-19
and domestic air travel.
Swalwell is also a co-
sponsor on HR 4980, a
bill Rep. Ritchie Torres
(D-NY15) introduced in
August. If passed, the law
would direct the Transpor-
tation Security Adminis-
tration to “ensure that any
individual traveling on a
flight that departs from or
arrives (at) an airport inside
the United States or a U.S.

territory is fully vaccinated
against COVID-19.” The
bill would include excep-
tions for those ineligible or
medically unable to be fully
vaccinated against CO-
VID-19. However, agencies
such as the CDC and FAA
are at liberty to implement
their own mandates.
Swalwell has talked
for weeks about how a re-
quirement to travel could
increase vaccination rates.

“Prediction,” Swalwell
tweeted on Dec. 12. “We
can go from 60% Americans
vaxxed to 80% if we require
vaccines to fly.”

The Omicron surge has
forced hundreds of flights
to be canceled during the
holidays because so many
airline employees have been
unable to work.

ese RETZILAFF

%’ Estate Wines

NOW OPEN FOR WINE TASTING AND
PICNIC TABLE RESERVATIONS.

FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS AND

MONDAYS 12-4:30 FALL AND WINTER HOURS.

LIVE MUSIC MOST WEEKENDS.
FOOD FOR PURCHASE EVERY WEEKEND.

Make your online reservation at

Retzlaff Vineyards.com

ALAMEDA COUNTY

CANDIDATES FORUM

SUNDAY, JANUARY 9, 2022 @1:30PM

Presented by Livermore Indivisible
Join us for the forum and learn more about the

candidates for this important elected office.
Sponsored by The Independent, Livermore Vine,
Pleasanton Weekly, Ind

WEBINAR REGISTRATION INFO:

ivisible East Bay.

trivalley.rocks/ACSheriff
For more information,
email info@livermoreindivisible.org.

Yesenia Sanchez

RESPONSIBILITIES OF ALAMEDA COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

JoAnn Walker

*Providing security to the Consolidated Superior Courts
*Operating the Coroner’s Bureau* Operating a full service crimi-
nalistics laboratory ® Performing Civil Process ®* Operating a County

Jail (Santa Rita)* Operating the County Office of Emergency Services
* Conducting a basic academy pursuant to Police Officer Standards
and Training (PO.S.T.) requirements*Providing Fish and Game
enforcement®Project Director of the Narcotics Task Force*Serving
as the Executive Director of the Sexual Assault Felony Enforcement

(SAFE) Task Force* Operating a Marine Patrol Unit in the

San Francisco Bay waterseProviding patrol and investigative services
to the unincorporated areas of Alameda County Pursuant to
contractual agreements, providing patrol and investigative
services to the City of Dublin, Peralta Community College District,

Oakland-Alameda County Coliseum complex, Oakland
International Airport, Highland County Hospital, Social Services,

and to the Alameda-Contra Costa Transit Districte
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Lost In Space: Rocky Planets Formed
From Missing Solar System Material

By looking at the range of
isotopic variations in terres-
trial and meteoritic samples,
a Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory (LLNL)
scientist and collaborators
have figured out that Earth
and Mars formed by colli-
sions of planetary embryos
originating from the inner
solar system.

Rocky planets may have
formed by two fundamen-
tally different processes, but
it is unclear which one built
the terrestrial planets of our
solar system. The planets
formed either by collisions
among planetary embryos
from the inner solar system
or by accreting sunward-
drifting millimeter-sized
“pebbles” from the outer
solar system.

In the new research, the
team showed that the iso-
topic compositions of Earth
and Mars predominantly
result from the accretion of
planetary bodies from the
inner solar system, including
material from the innermost
disk unsampled by meteor-
ites, with only a few per-
centages of a planet’s mass
coming from outer solar
system bodies. The research
appears in the Dec. 22 issue
of Science Advances.

“Our data refute a peb-
ble accretion origin of the
terrestrial planets but are
consistent with collisional
growth from inner solar sys-
tem embryos,” said LLNL
scientist and co-author Jan
Render, who performed part
of the measurements while

working as a postdoc at his
previous position at the Uni-
versity of Minster. “This
low fraction of outer solar
system material in Earth and
Mars suggests the presence
of a persistent dust-drift
barrier in the disk and high-
lights the specific pathway
of rocky planet formation in
the solar system.”
Determining which of the
two processes governed the
formation of the terrestrial
planets of our solar systemis
crucial for understanding the
solar system’s architecture
and dynamical evolution,
and for placing planet for-
mation in the solar system
into the context of general
planet formation processes,
such as those observed in
exoplanetary systems.

DOWNTOWN

(Continued from first page)

the deal will include a city
loan of $1.93 million to the
hotel developer for the ac-
quisition of 2080 Railroad
Avenue and development of
a parking area.

He declined to release
more details until the City
Council agenda was made
public.

It was not immediately
known how many parking
stalls would become avail-
able. Earlier city statements
referred to the use of the
parcel as a hotel valet

AMBULANCE

parking lot.

A notice of the public
hearing said the agenda and
staff report on the property
sale would be released the
evening of Jan. 4. When
that time arrived, the City
Clerk’s Office said the staff
report was not expected to
be released until Jan. 5,
too late for The Indepen-
dent’s print edition dead-
line. An updated article
will be available online at
independentnews.com.

Comments on the pro-

posal can be sent to the
city clerk at cityclerk@
cityofLivermore.net by
noon, Jan. 10. The meet-
ing can be viewed online
at www.

The developer plans to
build a three-story, approxi-
mately 70,000 square-foot,
125 to 135 room hotel with
1,400 to 2,000 square feet
of conference space and
a rooftop deck. The date
when construction will
begin has not yet been de-
termined.

(Continued from first page)

by Alameda County Emer-
gency Medical Services
Agency (ALCO EMS) —the
agency in charge of manag-
ing countywide ambulance
service.

“BLS Falck units on
ALS calls is something that
the Livermore-Pleasanton
Fire Department (LPFD) is
actively seeing,” said LPFD
Deputy Chief Joe Testa.

In recent months, Falck
has struggled with extended
ambulance response times.
The agency’s failure to
meet its contractual service
levels in the county has
resulted in ALCO EMS as-
sessing financial penalties
for noncompliance. This
policy change is intended
to help Falck improve re-
sponse times and restore
service levels.

“Falck has demonstrated
a commitment to the county
and meeting its contractual
and performance metrics,”
said an ALCO EMS spokes-
person in an email to the In-
dependent. “Recent initia-
tives are producing results.”

While ambulance re-
sponse times may improve,
Falck BLS crews are not
qualified to provide ad-
vanced levels of patient
care. That responsibility
will fall on firefighter para-
medics as fire department
units are dispatched on
most medical calls along
with an ambulance crew. If
a patient requires advanced
medical care during trans-
portation to a hospital, a
firefighter will fill that role.

Exactly how Falck’s pol-
icy will affect the county's
fire agencies remains to be
seen, Deputy Chief Ryan
Nishimoto of the Alameda
County Fire Department
(ACFD) said. However,
Testa expressed concern.

“The primary impact to
our jurisdiction is the de-
creased availability of our
fire units while firefighters
are en route to hospitals,
retrieving firefighters from
the hospital and (the) drive
time back to their district,”
he explained.” The Alam-
eda County fire chiefs have
been in frequent discus-
sions with Alameda County
EMS, but the fire chiefs
learned of this particular
plan shortly before imple-
mentation.”

After Falck failed to
respond to 90% of its emer-
gency calls within the es-
tablished time frame in Au-
gust and September, ALCO
EMS required the agency to
submit a corrective action
plan detailing how it would
return to compliance. They
also missed their service
level standard in October
and November, while the
December performance re-
port has yet to be published.

The move to greater
dependence on BLS units
was one of the steps Falck
included in its plan, which
was approved by ALCO
EMS. Alameda County fire
chiefs were not consulted
on the policy change, but
according to ALCO EMS,
they were notified prior to
its implementation.

“We made the decision
in consultation with the
county EMS agency to tri-
age calls, which will ensure
that patients receive appro-
priate care based on the se-
verity of the call,” said Jeff
Lucia, Falck USA director
of marketing and communi-
cations, in an email to The
Independent

Despite concerns voiced
by the county’s fire agen-
cies, ALCO EMS — the
agency in charge of manag-
ing countywide ambulance
service — stated that the
new policy will reduce the
strain on fire crews.

“Falck reinstated a pa-
tient-focused practice to
reduce ambulance delays
and the time commitment
from the fire service,” said
an ALCO EMS spokes-
person. “Restoring this
practice actually allows
fire to be available for re-
sponse elsewhere as needed
by improving ambulance
availability.”

In the past interviews,
Falck has pointed to staffing
shortages and long waits to
transfer patient care from
its ambulance crews to
hospital staff as the primary
drivers of its performance
issues. Those issues con-
tinue to put stress on the
emergency response Sys-
tem. Lucia noted that wait
times to transfer patients
from an ambulance to a
hospital emergency depart-
ment has increased 12% in
the last week with crews

experiencing wait times of
up to three hours.

“l cannot stress this
enough,” Lucia added.
“This is a national issue.
Numerous communities
have called in the National
Guard to assist with am-
bulance and hospital staff-
ing. Fortunately, Omicron
symptoms are mostly less
severe than other COVID
variants. We used to say
we’re all in this together,
and that’s as true today as
it was at the beginning of
the pandemic.”

Livermore’s Tri Val-
ley Sikh Center, partnered
with Sikhs For Human-
ity and private vaccination
administrator BJRX LTC
Pharmacy, to hold a free,
day-long vaccination event
for the local community, on
Saturday, Dec. 11.

The event was adver-
tised on the CDC website
and drew significant in-
terest from the local and
neighboring communities.
The drive offered Pfizer,
Moderna, and Johnson and
Johnson boosters, as well
as children‘s (ages 5 to 12)
Pfizer shots. A total of 1126
vaccinations were adminis-
tered to a broad representa-
tion of diverse communities
that make up the East and
the South Bay.

The Livermore Gurd-
wara, as it is informally
known, hosted the event at
its premises and the con-
gregation volunteered at the
event in various capacities.
Congregants and volunteers
participated in registration
activities, parking coor-

dination and traffic con-
trol, managing the public
throughout the vaccination
process, and overseeing the
waiting and recovery areas.

Notably, the congrega-
tion had 11 licensed health
care professionals volun-
teering to administer the
shots, alongside profes-
sionals from the private
administrator, effectively
doubling the number of
vaccinations being done at
one time. This expansion
of capacity contributed to
being able to vaccinate
everyone who showed up,
despite over half of the
registrations being made on
the event day itself.

In addition, the Gurd-
wara's volunteer-run com-
munity kitchen, known as
Langar kitchen, provided
food and refreshments
throughout the day. This
was supplemented by the
donation of pizzas for the
attendees by local pizzerias.

The Livermore Gurd-
wara offers a place of wor-
ship for the Sikh religion

Livermore Gurdwara Hosts Vaccination Drive

and is open for attendance
by all. It services residents
from Livermore, Pleasan-
ton, Dublin, San Ramon
and surrounding communi-
ties. In addition to offer-
ing religious services, the
Gurdwara kitchen which is
tasked with providing free
food to everyone regardless
of their religious beliefs,
race, social or financial
status.

The organization also
offers various programs to
learn about Sikh religion,
Gurmukhi language, and
training on Indian classi-
cal instruments, as well as
other outreach initiatives
like serving prepared meals
to the homeless during the
pandemic and periodic food
drives.

TVSC is located at
2089 N. Livermore Ave.,
in Livermore. The next
scheduled vaccination drive
at TVSC or Gurdwara is by
appointment only on Jan.
08, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
For appointments, visit
myturn.ca.gov.

Join Pleasanton Art
League (PAL) member
Lisa Rigge in a presenta-
tion describing the earliest
cameras, an overview of
their printing methods, and
the art of hand-coloring the
images on Jan. 10, at 7:30
p-m. To find the Zoom link,
visit www.pal-art.com.

In her discussion during
the first general meeting
for PAL, Livermore Art
Association and Dublin
Arts Collective, Rigge will
cover how early photog-
raphy influenced artwork.
As photography improved
and quickly gained world-
wide popularity, the art of
hand-coloring photographs
expanded along with it.
Rigge will describe the
ways in which these early
photographs, especially Da-
guerreotypes and Albumen
prints, were hand-colored.
Following this part of the
talk, Lisa will show a step-
by-step illustrated example
of how to hand-color a digi-

tal image.

Lisa Rigge is a photog-
rapher and educator. She
was an Artist-in-Residence
at the KALA Art Institute
in Berkeley creating a port-
folio of solar plate etchings.
She has won numerous local
and national awards, and her
work is in many private col-
lections across the US. Her
work has been published in
ZYZZYVA; Dream Time
Magazine; The Rose in the
World; Passager Books (on-
line); The Sun Magazine;
and LensWork "Seeing in
Sixes 2019" and "Our Mag-

Art Groups Set to Hold First General Meeting of 2022

nificent Planet 2020", and
soon to be released, "Our
Magnificent Planet 2021."

Reed
Plumbing
Company

Livermore, CA
(925) 371-5671

davidreed@dareedplumbing.com
LIC #601931

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR CITY HISTORIAN

RESIDENTS OF LIVERMORE: The City of Livermore is
accepting applications for City Historian. The deadline to
apply is January 28, 2022 at 5:00 PM.

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR EMPLOYMENT WITHIN
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
IN LIVERMORE OR HAYWARD?

CAPE, Inc. is currently looking for
Early Childhood Professionals.

Seeking Individuals With: ~ CAPE, Inc. Offers:
* Minimum Associate Permit * Competitive Wages/Benefits
* AA Degree or Higher * Quality Programs

* Experience Working with ECE  « Reimbursement Program for
Continuing Education

For More Information Please Gontact:
CAPE, Inc. Human Resources
E-Mail: HR@capeheadstart.org Website: www.capeheadstart.org

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR FREE OR LOW-COST
PRESCHOOL AND/OR CHILDCARE
FOR CHILDREN AGES 12 Months TO 5 Years?

CAPE, Inc.
MAY BE THE PROGRAM FOR YOU!!
Give your child a HEAD START with:

eQuality opportunities to support school readiness!
eFamily support services including parent education!
eHealth and development screenings and assessments!
eDisability and mental wellness support for families!

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS!
For more information, please contact:
ERSEA Department (925) 443-3434 ext. 125

COMPLETE YOUR APPLICATION ONLINE
HTTPS://WWW.SURVEYMONKEY.COM/R/CAPEAPP

The City Historian’s role is to increase public awareness
of the history of the city and community of Livermore.
The person appointed to this volunteer position will serve
a two-year term. Qualified applicants will have
experience presenting local historical information to
community groups, teaching courses in local and
regional history to students at a school or community
classes, or be affiliated with an organization associated
with the advancement of the history of Livermore.

SAVE THE DATE! Interviews will be tentatively held the
evening of February 3, 2022. For more information or to
apply, please visit www.cityoflivermore.net/AB, call the
City Clerk’s office at (925) 960-4200, or email:
cityclerk@cityoflivermore.net.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

LIVERMORE RESIDENTS: Share your talents with the
community by volunteering on one of the City of
Livermore’s advisory bodies. We are accepting
applications now through January 28, 2022 at 5:00 PM.

Beautification Committee (1 Vacancy)

Join us in working to preserve the natural beauty and
habitat of Livermore.

Unexpired term ending 6/1/2023

Meets 13t Wednesday of each month at 6:00 PM

Next Meeting: January 5™

Historic Preservation Commission (1 Vacancy)

Join us in identifying, protecting, and preserving
Livermore’s historic resources. The Commission’s
successes are visible in the beauty of Livermore’s
historic structures and landmarks.

Unexpired term ending 5/1/2025

Meets 15t Thursday of each month at 7:00 PM.

Next Meeting: January 6™

Human Services Commission (2 Vacancies)

TIRED OF

NO BURN DAYS?

8, blriiGreen

WE SELL AND INSTA

- S

LL

FIREPLACE INSERTS; AND FIREPLACES.

SAVE UP TO *400.00 ON SELECT UNITS.

JERS

*Gas, Wood and Pellet

FIREPLACES 23585 CONNECTICUT ST # 15, HAYWARD

Locally owned by Livermore resident,

happily servicing the Tri-Valley since 1982

510.471.5601 www.jerrysfireplaces.com

Join us in discussing community social needs, assisting
local agencies in procuring grant funds, and more.

(1) Unexpired term ending 11/1/2022 and a possible
regular term ending 11/1/2026, subject to City
Council approval.

(2) Unexpired term ending 11/1/2023.

Meets 2" Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM

Next Meeting: January 11%

Livermore Area Youth Advisory Commission

(1 Adult Vacancy)

Join the Commission in bringing together young people
and adults, and private and public sectors of the
community, to address responsibility for the care, health,
safety, welfare, and education of Livermore’'s young
people.

Unexpired term ending 9/1/2023.

Meets 15t Monday of each month at 7:00 PM

Next Meeting: January 3"

SAVE THE DATE! Interviews will be tentatively held
the week of January 31, 2022. For more information or
to apply, please visit www.cityoflivermore.net/AB, call
the City Clerk’s office at (925) 960-4200, or email:
cityclerk@cityoflivermore.net. Must attend at least one
meeting of the applicable advisory body before

applying.
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Claire Nelson
May 8, 1932 - Oct. 16, 2021

Rachael Claire Ensign Nel-
son, 89, died Oct. 16, 2021,
at home surrounded by fam-
ily. A resident of Livermore,
California for over 60 years,
Claire was born and raised in
Topeka, Kansas. After gradu-
ation from Topeka High
School, she attended the Uni-
versity of Kansas and Boston
College as an English major,
but marriage, children, and
an eventual move to the Bay
Area inspired her to obtain
a degree in Early Childhood
Education from California
State University, Hayward.
A friend noted, “Claire was a
formidable woman, involved
in numerous causes through-
out the Tri-Valley.” And an-
other, “always cheerful, kind
and thoughtful, achieving
so much without making a
big deal about it - always an
inspiration.” Indeed, Claire
often worked behind the
scenes and was instrumen-
tal in founding TriValley
Haven, Leahy Square Day
Care, and Community As-
sociation for Preschool Edu-
cation (CAPE). Numerous
other organizations benefited
from her participation includ-
ing Friends of the Livermore
Library, National Organi-
zation for Women (NOW)
and the Unitarian Univer-
salist Church in Livermore
(UUCIL).

Said long-time friend and
Haven counselor, Carolyn
Staehle, “Claire was a mighty
spirit in a small frame, a force
for love in this community
for decades. It was Claire
who literally housed women
and their kids in her home be-

fore we even had a shelter.”
Claire believed not only in
helping others, but in giving
them the tools they would
need to continue to grow and
thrive long after they passed
out of her life and care.

As a specialist in child de-
velopment, Claire believed
in legacies; how helping the
mothers would help the chil-
dren, which would help those
children’s children yet un-
born. She knew that breaking
the cycle of violence started
in the smallest, most direct
acts, like a hot meal, a warm
cookie, a place in a home
when hope had been lost.
It is staggering to think of
the number of lives Claire’s
vision has touched [since
the Haven’s inception]. For
anyone who ever thought
they could not make a differ-
ence, that the problems of the
world are too vast, too com-
plicated, or too distant for
them to touch, Claire Nelson
proved again and again, that
we can make a difference.
One person, one family, one
community at a time.

She was a determined gar-
dener, worm cultivator and
avid reader so losing her
sight to macular degeneration
was devastating, but not in-
surmountable as audio books
became a passion in her last
months. Cookbooks were
always a particular favorite,
and she was a brilliant cook.
She adapted many recipes to
streamline their preparation
and make them more afford-
able and was in the process
of writing her own low-cost
meals cookbook at the time
of her death. Claire brought
an equal amount of energy
and passion to family, friends
and strangers with educa-
tional scholarships, home-
cooked meals, letter-writing
campaigns and political ac-
tivism across the country.
Though Claire’s flame has
been extinguished, the light
she shined on all those whom
she touched carries on.

Preceding her in death
were her parents, Virgil and
Blanche Ensign. She is sur-
vived by her husband of 69
years, Harry L. Nelson of
the home; three sons Craig
(Nancy) of Livermore, Bron
(Desiree) of Saratoga, Scott
(Sabrina) of Castro Val-
ley; daughter Sandy (David)
of Manhattan, Kansas; her
brother Mike Ensign (Jeanne)
of Aptos; nine grandchildren;
three  great-grandchildren
and numerous other friends
and relatives. A celebration
of life is planned for spring
2022. Memorial contribu-
tions to the Tri-Valley Haven
are encouraged.

Moti Lal Baru (Moti)
passed away at the Marin
General Hospital at 10 p.m.
on Wednesday, Dec. 22,
2021, at the age of 83 years.

He was born in Fiji Islands
on Oct. 3, 1938. He migrat-
ed to the United States of
America in 1968 and lived in
the Bay Area. Moti worked
as a grounds man at the Su-
nol Golf Course. Later, he
worked for the City of Liver-
more at the Springtown Golf
Course and Las Positas Golf
Course as a Senior Greens-
keeper for 30 years.

He loved gardening and
shared his home-grown
vegetables with everyone.
He had a God-gifted green
thumb. He knew how to
keep plants and grass green.
Everyone enjoyed his gener-
osity. He would ask his wife
to cook food for the neigh-
bors who were living alone
and shared his home- made

Moti Lal Baru
Oct. 3, 1938 - Dec. 21, 2022

Indian curry dishes and roti
(Indian Flour Tortillas). Moti
enjoyed doing community
work and served his Temple
for 40 years. He enjoyed
helping people. He would
check on people just to see
if they were OK because
he had not seen them for
days. His neighbors always
counted on him whenever

they needed help. He would
be there with his white Ford
truck along with his son.

He was a true environmen-
talist as he would advise
people of the risks of chemi-
cals. He loved drinking tea;
while sipping tea, he en-
joyed discussing current af-
fairs. He also had a thirst for
knowledge. He was not shy
in asking about things that
either were not clear to him,
or he wanted to know and
learn about. He was a quick
learner and retained things
very well.

Moti is survived by his wife
Mahendar Kaur, son Paresh
Lal (wife Sunita and daugh-
ters Sariya and Nirali) and
son Sudesh Lal. His services
will be held at Callaghan
Mortuary on Jan. 6, 2022,
from 8:30 to 11 a.m. The
Baru family invites all his
friends to attend and be part
of his last rights.

Duane David "Dave"
Specht was born May 12,
1954, to Duane and Mary
(Hayes) Specht in Chicago,
Ilinois. His childhood fam-
ily relocated to Roseville,
Michigan where he gradu-
ated from Roseville High
School and he enlisted in the
U.S. Navy, December 1972.
While serving in the Navy,
he began attending the Port
O’ Call servicemen's center
Ministry at Neighborhood
Church (now Three Crosses
Church), in Castro Valley,
California. During histime at
the port, he was led to Christ
by John Daley and was in-
troduced to Judith Ann Riehl
of Livermore, California by
David Branagh. Dave and
Judy were married on March
20, 1976.

Dave left the Navy in 1978
to attend California State
University, Sacramento
where he earned his Bach-
elor of Science in electrical
engineering as well as the
title, "Dad,” when he and
Judy welcomed their first
son, Jonathan David, to their
family. During their time in
Sacramento, Dave and Judy
attended First Covenant
Church (now River City
Christian  Church) where
they formed lifelong friend-
ships with other young cou-
ples in the Covenant Couples
Sunday School class.

Following college gradua-
tion, Dave moved his fam-
ily to Livermore, California
and began his 32-year career
with Hewitt Packard as a
software engineer and proj-
ect manager.

Dave and Judy welcomed
two more sons into their
family, Matthew David and
Aaron David, and planted
deep roots in Livermore.
They nurtured those deep
roots in the company of
their family of faith, Cedar
Grove Community Church,
where they found peace, joy,

Duane David "Dave" Specht

friendship, and many ex-
pressions of shared ministry.
Dave was a longtime mem-
ber of the audio-visual team
at Cedar Grove and served
passionately in the Spirit
West Coast ministry where
his AV expertise was invest-
ed every summer for many
years. Through Spirit West
Coast, thousands and thou-
sands of attendees celebrat-
ed contemporary Christian
music's messages of faith.
Dave enjoyed serving oth-
ers and modeled this joy for
his sons and many friends at
church. He was steadfast in
supporting missions, mis-
sionaries, and connecting
with the people around him,
wherever he was living and
enjoying his life.

Dave retired from Hewlett
Packard in October 2019
and gave himself fully to
enjoying his many pas-
sions: hiking, running with
his run club, biking around
town and across the coun-
try, camping, reading, and
having a cup of coffee, espe-
cially with a friend. It was no
surprise to all who knew him
that he was on a cross-coun-
try bike ride when he began
experiencing some health
concerns. Three weeks after
being diagnosed with lym-
phoma, Dave exited this life
and entered his eternal life
with Jesus on Dec .14, 2021.

We, his family, are sure of
this: Dave is at peace and
has been made whole, know-
ing his purpose on earth is
fulfilled. He is reunited with
Judy and in the presence of
God who created him and in
whom he had placed a life-
time of trust.

Dave was preceded in death
by his parents, Duane and
Mary, and his wife Judy. He
is survived by his siblings,
Kathy, Lynne, Brian and
John, and by his children,
Jon and daughter-in-law
Bethany, Matt and Aaron,
as well as his grandchildren,
Hunter Jonathan, Riley Ann
Marie and Roman James
Specht.

The family will hold a pri-
vate burial at the National
Cemetery in San Joaquin
Valley, Californiaon Jan.
20. A memorial service
will be held in Livermore
at Cedar Grove Community
Church on Jan. 21, at 4 p.m.
For those desiring to do so,
donations in Dave’s name
can be made to Cedar Grove
Community Church's Gener-
al Fund in Livermore, Cali-
fornia, or to cadence.org/
ministry/victory-ranch in
support of Eric and Janet
Thimell.

Thanks, Dad, for loving us
well and being a great ex-
ample of what true strength
looks like. We do not grieve
as those have no hope (1
Thessalonians 4:13). We are
at peace, knowing by faith
we will see you and mom
again. “Those who sow with
tears will reap with songs
of joy. Those who go out
weeping, carrying seeds to
sow, will return with songs
of joy, carrying sheaves with
them.” (Psalms 126:5-6)

Callaghan Mortuary is hon-
ored to be serving the Specht
family. An online guestbook
is available for condolences
at www.callaghanmortuary.
com.

CELEBRATION OF LIFE

Traci Lynn Jorgensen
Moyot, age 51 of Liver-
more, left us on Nov. 23,
2021. Traci grew up in
Pleasanton, summered at
Wente Boy Scout Camp in
Willits, and lived with her
husband Dave in Liver-
more.

Traci leaves behind her
mother and father, Bill and
Pat Jorgensen, two older
brothers Pete and Eric Jor-
gensen, and sister-in-law
Nicole Jorgenson, and her
husband David Moyot and
stepson Wesley Moyot, and
son-in-law Albert Cubillos.
Nieces and nephew, and in-
laws a plenty.

Traci’s surrogate parents
Elaine Robinson, prede-
ceased Ranger Al Rob-
inson and the family dog
Shadow.

Traci loved things mysti-
cal and spiritual, photog-
raphy, horses, dogs, drag-
ons, especially Mooses!
Wente Boy Scout Camp,
and Ranger Al and his wife
Elaine.

Most of all, Traci loved
her husband, Dave.

Traci Lynn Jorgensen Moyot

Traci and Dave's marriage
was a magical rabbit pulled
out of life's hat. Out of rou-
tine of ordinary life, the
extraordinary  happened.
Traci and Dave had no idea
their paths would cross
with the help of a subtle
whiff of perfume that eve-
ning when they were learn-
ing to line dance. Or that
they would go through all
the thrills and fretting's
of the initial stages of ro-
mance, to discover the love
of substance and depth that
has lasted 22 years.

Traci has touched so many
people's lives with her
kindness and selflessness.
She will be missed ever-
so greatly. Traci has given
me a great fulfilled life. We
were one of the fortunate
ones that have deep lasting
love that never wavered.

Traci and | Support the
Open-Heart Kitchen orga-
nization. They help feed
the less fortunate people in
the Tri-Valley area. Flow-
ers are nice, but they don’t
live long, Traci would rath-
er you help the Open-Heart

Organization with a dona-
tion in her name.

Donate to Open Heart
Kitchen; www.openheart-
kitchen.org/donate.

A celebration of life for
Traci will be held in the
neighborhood she lived and
loved on March 19, 2022 at
5 p.m., 5062 Pisces Ave.,
Livermore, CA, 94551.
Please RSVP by March 19,
2022. Callaghan Mortuary
is honored to be serving the
Moyot family. An online
guestbook is available for
condolences at www.cal-
laghanmortuary.com.

Judith  (Judy) Thompson
aged 68 passed away on Oct.
22, 2021. She was born on
March 14, 1953, in Feilding,
New Zealand, the second of
four children of Edith Myr-
tle Macdonald and Roderick
Douglas Macdonald.

She tried medical college
and nursing training before
completing a biology degree
at the University of Auck-
land. She found her vocation
then with a Diploma of Op-
tometry in 1979. She mar-
ried lan Joseph Thompson
in the same year in Nelson,
New Zealand.

In January 1980, they
moved to Manchester, Eng-
land, where later in 1980 she
fully qualified as a registered
optometrist. Her first child
Catherine Mary was born
in Manchester, the second
Alice Barbara in Bristol,
and the third Jennifer Ei-
leen when the family was
living in Dorking, England.
The family had multi-month
visits to Auckland, New
Zealand; Copenhagen, Den-
mark; South Bend, Indiana.

She found working part-
time as an optometrist a use-
ful job to fit around children
and travel. Coming to actu-
ally live in the USA, she
said, helped relieve some
prejudices generated by TV
soap operas, and made her
want to return.

In 2006 she was thus keen
for her husband to accept an
appointment at Livermore
Laboratory, so they and their
youngest daughter came to
Pleasanton in July 2006. She
was by then looking forward
to retiring from optometry,
and instead took the courses

Judith Thompson

March 14, 1953 - Oct. 22, 2021

at Las Positas College that
she had always wanted to,
such as literature, history,
computer operation and po-
etry. She helped as a tutor at
LPC and also at Pleasanton
Library with other new im-
migrants.

Judy and lan moved to
Livermore in 2015, bring-
ing along and then growing
further her cactus collection.
She became a deacon at the
First Presbyterian Church,
Livermore in 2016: she
found great value in being
able to reach out to those
in need of conversation and
friendship. She also became
a very enthusiastic handbell
player at the church. In 2016,
however, she was diagnosed
with a rare slow-growing ap-
pendix cancer with few good
treatment options. At first,
she was discouraged, but
then decided there was still
much to do. Once she found
her voice and determination,
the change was dramatic.
One month after her first op-
eration in 2016 she flew to
England for the wedding of
Catherine and Przemek Rog-
ala, and the following year to
Manchester for the wedding
of Alice and Chris Johnson.

Jenny had settled nearby in
California and was a great
source of support. She had
already discovered the de-
lights of touring in the USA,
first looking at the many can-
yons and mesas in the south-
west. Later there were train
tours around Colorado and
British Columbia, Canada.
She discovered her unique
voice for writing short and
expressive poems, and she
published one collection in
2018 and another in 2020
also with prose chapters.
In the covid times she was
confined to zoom calls, but
still joined several writing
classes.

Her first grandson Huxley
lan was born in June 2021,
and at first it looked like
visiting would be too dif-
ficult. However, rules were
relaxed sufficiently concern-
ing quarantines that she and
her husband were able to fly
to England in September and
visit Alice and Catherine
and their families. She was
so happy to be able to hold
Huxley even for a few days.

Judy is survived by her sib-
lings Jeff, Peter and Anne,
her husband lan of 41 years,
her three daughters Cath-
erine, Alice and Jennifer and
grandson Huxley. There will
be an in-person memorial
service at the First Preshy-
terian Church at 2020 Fifth
St., Livermore, on Saturday,
Jan 8, 2022, at 11 a.m., with
masks required indoors. This
will also be online at fpcl.on-
line.church. In lieu of flow-
ers, contributions in Judy’s
memory may be made to
the Sunflower Hill project at
sunflowerhill.org.

Nellie Sue Breazeale, age
87, passed peacefully on
Wednesday, Nov. 24, 2021.
Nellie was born Dec. 16,
1933, in Sixmile, South
Carolina to William and
Ethel Arnold. Nellie and
her husband George moved
to Livermore in the mid-
sixties.

First and foremost, Nellie
was a loving mother to her
kids. She worked at various
jobs in Livermore including
The Donut Wheel, and Law-
rence Livermore National
Laboratory (LLNL). She
retired as a security chaper-
one at LLNL. Her passion
in life was her family. She
was always quick to tell
how proud she was of her

Nellie Sue Breazeale
Dec. 16, 1933 - Nov. 23, 2021

children. Nellie loved to tell
stories from her childhood
in South Carolina and of her
beloved children. Nellie was
loved by many, and she will

be greatly missed.

Nellie is preceded in death
by her husband George. Nel-
lie is survived by her sisters
Shirley and Martha, her chil-
dren Linda, Ben, Brian and
his wife Carol, Tracy and
her husband Jim, Wally and
his wife Lisa; grandchildren
Stephanie, Jennifer, Hope,
Davlin, Austyn, Jadyn, Kay-
la, Kaite, Kaycee, Matthew,
Kelly, Carlee, Lauren, lvie,
and several beautiful great-
grandchildren. A celebration
of Nellie’s life will be held at
2 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 8, at
the home of Wally and Lisa,
846 South K St., Livermore,
California, 94550.

Catherine was born to
Frank and Rose Demma on
October 18, 1925, in Balti-
more, Maryland. She went
to be with her Lord and Sav-
ior on December 17, 2021,
in Castro Valley, California
surrounded by her family.

She was the second of four
children: Marie (98), Dolo-
res (Deceased), and Anthony
(85).

Catherine is survived by her
only child, a daughter, Paula
Nokes, and her husband
Gene; four grandchildren,
eight  great-grandchildren,
and three great-great-grand-
children.

Catherine or Cassie as we

Catherine Nicholson
Oct. 18,1925- Dec. 17, 2021

called her was an integral
part of a large, close knit
Italian family where she
hosted many family gather-
ings. Catherine moved to
California 12 years ago to

live with her daughter and
her family. She moved to her
own apartment at Baywood
Court, a Senior Retirement
Community, in Castro Val-
ley six years ago after break-
ing her hip on a family out-
ing to Reno.

Cassie was a world trav-
eler as a young, professional
woman traveling all over the
world. She enjoyed the com-
pany of family and friends
and enjoyed the good life.
She did things her way as an
independent woman before
her time and lived a very ad-
venturesome life. She was
greatly loved by her family
and will be missed by all.
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Mary Lou Trudeau
Nov. 11, 1935 - Dec. 18, 2021

Mary Louise Conway was
born the daughter of Wil-
liam and Ethel Vaillancourt
Conway, Nov. 11, 1935, in
St. Paul, Minnesota, and just
celebrated her 86th birthday.
She lived 31,449 days.

Mary Lou attended St. Paul
Central High School, gradu-
ating in 1953. Upon gradua-
tion, she worked at Minneso-
ta Mutual for six years. She
was married to Jack Trudeau
in 1957 and they had six
sons. She was preceded in
death by her husband, Jack
in 1979, sons, Joseph 1957,
and Ted in 1999.

The family moved to Liver-
more California in 1973 and
she went to work at Liberty
House and then Kaiser Sand
and Gravel. She was highly
active in Granada Little
League and Livermore Pop
Warner Football, supporting
all her boys and their various
sports teams.

She is survived by her sons;
Scott (Linda), Jack, Kevin
(JoAnn) and Mike (Kelly).
She was proud of her boys.
Scott and Mike both worked
for the Livermore Police
Department, Ted was in the
United States Air Force, Jack
played in the NFL, Kevin
played professional base-
ball. Twelve grandchildren
also survive Mary Lou: Kel-

ly (Rich) Campbell, Nichole
(Lloyd) McCulloch, Jackie
(Trevor) Fisher, Kendall
(Bobby) Hernandez, Dani-
elle (Corey) Fosdick, John,
Jack, Beau, Tommy, Trey,
Colton and Tyler Trudeau.
Mary Lou also survived
by 10 great-grandchildren;
Jake, Derek and Grayson
Campbell, Travis, Reece,
Hayes Fisher, Easton, Gen-
try Kechriotis, Cassidy and
Shelby Hernandez, and her
11th is due soon. Gary Con-
way, her brother, of Duluth,
Minnesota also survives.

A celebration of life will be
scheduled at a later date. In
lieu of flowers, the family
requests charitable contri-
butions in memory of Mary
Lou Trudeau be made to
Brain Support Network, PO
Box 7264, Menlo Park, Cal-
ifornia, 94026, www.brain-
supportnetwork.org.

James Kash was a Marin
native who lived in Castro
Valley. After a stint in the
U.S. Navy, Jim was an elec-
trician by trade for over 20
years. Later he taught Elec-
trical Theory in Hayward for
a number of years. He loved
teaching and encouraging

James Kash
March 27,1958 - Oct. 28, 2021

his students to succeed.

His hobbies were playing
his many guitars, golf and
photography. Jim fought
a good fight, but Jim suc-
cumbed to pancreatic cancer
in late October 2021. He was
dearly loved by his fam-
ily and his siblings Sandra,

Robert and Kevin along with
his nephews and nieces. We
will miss him greatly. The
celebration of his life and
a short service will be held
Jan. 8, 2022, at Valley Me-
morial Park in Novato at 1
p.m.

On Wednesday, Dec.15,
2021, my dear lovely, tal-
ented, charming wife, Mary
Warren went to be with her
Lord and Savior at the Salem
Hospital in Salem, Oregon.

Mary was born in Ontario,
Oregon at her grandfather’s
farm on the banks of the
Snake River to Jule and
Grace Houston, July 17,
1938. After her birth she
joined her parents and older
sister on the family home-
stead in Lincoln Heights,
Ontario, Oregon. When she
was eight, they sold the farm
and moved to La Grande,
Oregon, while her mother
obtained her teaching cre-
dential. At 11, they moved to
Madras, Oregon where she
graduated from high school
in 1956.

She married Del Warren on
Aug. 17, 1956. The day of
the ceremony, they loaded
up their worldly possessions
and headed for Langley
AFB, Virginia, where Del
was stationed. Afterward,
they moved to Concord,
California while her hus-
band received his teaching
credentials, later moving to
Livermore, California where
Mary then obtained her cre-

Mary E. Warren
July 17,1938 - Dec. 15, 2021

2’:

dentials and taught kinder-
garten and first grade for the
Livermore School District
for 25 years.

Her husband retired the fol-
lowing year, and they began
travelling and cruising, vis-
iting all seven continents,
the five oceans, and over 60
countries. In early 2000 they
moved to Dallas, Oregon
to be closer to friends and
relatives. Mary was a tal-
ented pianist and musician,
playing a number of differ-
ent instruments and singing
in a number of choirs over
the years. Her favorite was
performing with the former
VA National Musical Group

now the Medical Music
Group (MMG), a premier
medical chorale and orches-
tra originally consisting of
VA medical personnel from
all over the U.S. that per-
forms annually on Veterans
Day. Mary was also a tal-
ented watercolor artist and
lace-maker.

Mary was preceded in
death by her parents, little
sister Jean and older sister
Donna. She is survived by
her husband Del, son Mark
(Tammy), seven grand-
children, eight nieces, four
nephews, several grandniec-
es and grandnephews and
NnUMerous cousins.

Interment will be at Wil-
lamette National Cemetery,
Portland Oregon. A celebra-
tion of life is being planned.
The Dallas Mortuary Tribute
Center, www.dallastribute.
com, is caring for the family.

Donations may be made in
Mary’s memory to the Dal-
las Retirement Foundation,
377 NW Jasper St. Dallas,
Oregon, 97338 or Medi-
cal Musical Group (MMG),
Attn: Richard Kuntz, 332
River Bend Road, Great
Falls, Washington, 22066-
4140.

“Have a great life.” That
is what you would hear be-
fore hanging up the phone
or leaving a get together
with Robert E. Solorio. And
boy did he ever have a great
life! Born in Mexico City,
Mexico on March 24, 1931,
Robert (also known as Ro-
berto, Bob and Bobby) grew
up in poor conditions with
his parents and four siblings.
He had to learn to be tough
in order to survive such con-
ditions. Unfortunately, his
toughness got him into a lot
of trouble which caused his
mother much worry. After
his father’s passing when he
was around 11, his mother,
who was unable to control
the wild Robert, sent him to a
boy’s home for a time. A big
opportunity came for Robert
and his family when his un-
cle, who had immigrated to
the U.S. with his own family,
assisted with acquiring legal
sponsorship  for  Robert’s
mother and her then three
children. However, there was
one caveat for Robert from
his uncle: “Straighten up or
go back to Mexico.” Robert
did just that. His great life
was just beginning. At the age
of 25, with only a third-grade
education, Robert attended
Oakland  Technical High
School where he excelled in
music, winning competitions
and acclaim with his singing
and guitar playing. His sing-
ing and guitar playing would
continue throughout his life
as he performed for his fam-
ily and friends at the many
parties he attended.

It was at Oakland Tech, in
the English class for immi-
grants, that life would get so
much greater. He met Ingrid
Schloetzer, a German immi-
grant, whose sweet demeanor
captured his heart. They be-
came inseparable and wed in

Robert Esquivel Solorio
March 24, 1931 - Dec. 27, 2021

April of 1959. Within seven
years they had four children:
two boys and two girls. To
support his ever-growing
family Robert charmed his
way into a 20-year printing
career. His specialty was fine
art reproduction, and he was
honored as a true craftsman
in his field.

In 1970 he purchased his
first and only home in Liver-
more, California. Robert
worked hard and he played
hard. Primarily handball. It
was at the Oakland YMCA
when his life became even
greater. Ken Hofmann, a
homebuilder, befriended
Robert on the handball court
and offered him an assistant
managing position at his new
athletic club in Concord, The
Big C. Robert’s passions for
handball and socializing in-
tertwined and soon he found
himself on amazing adven-
tures with Mr. Hofmann. Fly-
ing on private jets, or sailing
in yachts in Mexico, Robert
experienced things he never
imagined as a young boy. He
organized many events for
the club and pretty much be-
came the honorary ambassa-
dor of the Big C. Everybody
loved Bob. If you walked
through the club with him,
you needed to prepare your-

self that he would be stopped
by many people who wanted
to say hello. It was this charm
that also brought him a part-
time job at Scott’s Seafood
in Walnut Creek. There he
would meet up with potential
clients who were interested
in holding events at the res-
taurant. Robert understood
that his great life was not a
factor of luck, but of being
fortunate. That fortune came
from his faith in God, or “Big
Daddy” as he would say. He
attended services at Saint Mi-
chael Church in Livermore,
and eventually became an
usher and offered sacramen-
tal services to those who
could not leave their homes.

Robert retired at the age of
78 and a few years later his
wife Ingrid joined him. He
spent his days enjoying her
company and not a day went
by that he didn’t say “I love
you.”. He truly adored her.
When his children would
tell him that they loved him,
he would always respond “I
love you more.” Out of all
his many talents, love was his
strongest.

Robert crossed over to
his next great life on Dec.
27, at home surrounded by
those who loved him and
he “loved more.” He is pre-
ceded in death by his mother
Basilisa, father Jesus, and
sisters Rosa and Teresa. He
is survived by his wife of 63
years, Ingrid, As well as his
children Roy, Peggy, Mo-
nique, Bobby; grandchildren
Richard, Jayde, Jesse, Cas-
sandra, LaRosa; and great-
grandchildren Sabrina, Mat-
thew, Mishael and Angelo.
Along with his brother Jesus
(Chuy) and sister Lupe. His
final resting place is located
at the Oakmont Memorial
Park and Mortuary in Lafay-
ette, California.

CELEBRATION OF LIFE

Carmen Garcia, of
Livermore, Califor-
nia, passed away in the
early hours of Thursday,
Dec.16, 2021 at the age
of 75. Carmen had a
long and full life. She
was born in Zacatecas,
Mexico and immigrated
to the United States in
1962 with her parents
and siblings. The family
settled in San Francisco
and Carmen then at-
tended Samuel Gompers
High School. She met
Albert Garcia in 1968
while attending Heald
College and they mar-
ried in 1970. They grew
their family in 1972 and
1976 with the birth of
their daughters.

Carmen had a long
career in banking. She
was a loyal employee
of Wells Fargo Bank
and retired from there
after 25 years of ser-
vice. She then worked
at the San Mateo Credit
Union for an additional

Carmen Garcia

seven years before retir-
ing to spend time with
her grandchildren. She
also began volunteering
at the American Can-
cer Society’s Discovery
Shop in Pleasanton.

She is survived by her
husband, Albert; chil-
dren Mariza (Darren)
and Maritez (Willie); her
grandchildren  Josiah,
Jonah, Judah, Johannah,
Sean, Seth, Samantha,
Jack, and Maddie; and
her siblings Ramon, Al-
fredo, Cecilia, Rodrigo,
Martha, Juana and Luis.

Preceding her in death
are her parents, Cruz
and Guadalupe De La
Rosa; and her brother,
Salomon De La Rosa.

Carmen was a devoted
wife, mother and Nana.
She enjoyed being with
her family. She and Al-
bert loved travelling,
attending concerts, and
their  special  Friday
night dinners out. She
was a regular attendee

at her grandchildren’s
team games and recitals.
She hosted her family’s
large holiday events for
decades, and she looked
forward to her weekends
spent with her sisters
and brothers. She leaves
behind many other fam-
ily and friends, and her
sweet dog, Daisy.

A celebration of life
will be held on Thurs-
day, Jan. 20, 2022, at 11
a.m.
Mortuary, 4167 First
St., Pleasanton. Flowers
welcome.

at Graham-Hitch

Kevin Ryan of Pleasan-
ton took his last flight to
heaven Dec. 15 at age 71.
He was born in San Mateo,
the fourth son of Margaret
Schott Ryan and Captain
Joseph Ryan. He graduated
from St. Gregory’s Catholic
School, Serra High School,
both in San Mateo, and re-
ceived his Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in engineering
technology from California
Polytechnic State University
at San Luis Obispo in 1974,

Kevin worked as a manu-
facturing engineer for 45
years at several companies,
including Lam Research in
Livermore. The thrill of his
life was manufacturing sail
cloth for the 1992 America’s
Cup.

Kevin married Sandra San-
filippo, also from San Mateo
in 1980, and they moved to
Pleasanton with their daugh-
ter, Andrea “Dre”, one year
later, where they lived for 40
years.

He was a great adventurist.

Kevin E. Ryan

April 20, 1950 - Dec. 15, 2021
Pleasanton

A private pilot flew his air-
plane to exciting locations.
He volunteered for 30 years
for the Collings Foundation
that brought their World War
Il airplanes to Livermore
Airport and cities through-
out the country. Kevin was
an award-winning runner,
a backpacker and hiker. He
was a proud member of the
Knight of Columbus at the
Catholic  Community of

Pleasanton.

Survivors include: his wife
Sandra Ryan; daughter Dre
Ryan, son-in-law Seth John,
granddaughters Cecilia and
Celeste John, all from Los
Angeles; brothers, Terry
(Dinah) from Vallejo, Den-
nis (the late Virginia) from
San Carlos, and Brendan
from Brussels; six nephews
and one niece.

A funeral Mass will be held
at St. Augustine’s Catho-
lic Church, located at 3999
Bernal Ave. (at East Angela
St.) on Wednesday, Jan. 12,
2022, at 10 a.m., followed
by internment at St. Augus-
tine’s Catholic Cemetery on
5750 Sunol Blvd., Pleasan-
ton. The funeral will be live
streamed on YouTube and
Facebook at the Catholics
Community of Pleasanton.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests donations in
Kevin’s name to the Senior
Support Program of the Tri-
Valley, or the Yosemite Con-
servancy.

Emily Kimlinger passed
away on Dec. 27, 2021.
The second child of Richard
Salisbury Wright and Helen
Chase Wright, Emily was
born in Oakland, California,
and grew up nearby in Pied-
mont, where she met and
married her first husband,
Frank Anderson. After the
marriage ended, she moved
to Long Barn, in Tuolumne
County, to raise her two
young sons and daughter.
There, she met John Kim-
linger of Livermore, and
he became her second hus-
band after friends chartered
a Greyhound bus to take
the couple to Nevada for an
impromptu wedding. When
John retired from the Law-
rence Livermore Laboratory,
he and Emily moved back
to the cabin in Long Barn,
and later, as winters became
more of a strain, to James-

Emily Kimlinger
Aug. 13,1933 - Dec. 27, 2021
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town and then Sonora.

When John passed away,
she came to Grass Valley to
live closer to family. Em-
ily immersed herself in the
drama and pleasures of ev-
eryday life, enjoying good
conversation, the company
of her many friends, home
decorating and gardening,

all things cat and cocktail
hour. She was known as an
excellent and considerate
hostess, and her personal
warmth charmed everyone.
Emily is survived by her
son Jeff Anderson of Los
Altos and Nevada City, her
son Richard Anderson of
Truckee, her daughter Kelly
Anderson of Reno, Nevada,
her grandsons Michael Har-
rison and Tyler Harrison of
Reno, her sister Ann Swartz
of Oakland and her brother
Jack Wright of Vancouver,
WA. Surviving stepsiblings
include Chuck Land of Dan-
ville, Bob Land of Santa
Cruz and Alice Runnette of
New Canaan, Connecticut.
Surviving cousins include
George Davison of San Ra-
fael and Emmy Weakley of
Walnut Creek. Her ashes
will be scattered at sea.

Paul W. Senden, 89, was
born on Feb. 22, 1932, in
St. Charles, Missouri, to
John and Elvira Senden. He
passed away on Friday, Dec.
10, at his home in Pleasan-
ton.

Services are to be held at
Graham-Hitch Mortuary in
Pleasanton, California at
noon. An open viewing will
be held from 10 a.m. to noon
before the service.

Paul Senden was a loving
husband, father, grandfather
and great-grandfather. Paul
was a retired US Naval Avia-
tor having flown the Grum-
man S2F (Stoof) aboard the
USS Bennington, Kearsarge,
Philippine Sea, Hornet and
other US Navy Aircraft car-
riers. After retirement from
the Navy, he went to work
for the Burkhardt company,
a premium advertising com-
pany. After that, he started
his own advertising com-
pany, the Senden Company.

He was preceded in death

Paul W. Senden
Feh. 22, 1932 - Dec. 10, 2021

by his wife of 52 years, Bil-
lie Jeanine and his brother,
John Jr.

He is survived by his wife
of nine years, Edith Lin-
nea, and three sons and their
spouses: Steven and Sue of
Manteca, Scott and Michelle
of Phoenix and Shawn and
Betty of Livermore. He also
leaves behind six grandchil-
dren and 12 great-grandchil-

dren.

Paul was heavily involved
in the local Pleasanton com-
munity, serving as presi-
dent of the Pleasanton Val-
ley Swim Club, Pleasanton
Little League, and the Elks
Lodge. He was also an active
part of the local Kiwanis.

One of Paul’s favorite
things to do was hosting
backyard family BBQs,
where he cooked his famous
ribs. He also loved attend-
ing Pleasanton’s Concerts in
Park on warm, summer eve-
nings.

Paul was an avid golfer and
enjoyed spending his time in
retirement as a golf marshal
at Wente Vineyards. He was
also a devout Lutheran who
attended Trinity Lutheran
Church.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to Oak-
land Children’s Hospital,
a charity that was near and
dear to his heart.



10 The Independent « JANUARY 6, 2022

www.independentnews.com

Amador Valley Takes Second Place in
Dougherty Valley Holiday Tournament

By Nathan Canilao

The Amador Valley High
boys’ basketball team took
second place at the Dough-
erty Valley Holiday Tourna-
ment, losing in the cham-
pionship game on Dec. 30,
and finishing the preseason
with a 8-3 record.

The Dons started off the
tournament with an impres-
sive win over Antioch High
School in the first round of
the tournament on Dec.
28. They were able to take
control of the game in the
second half with some hot
shooting from junior point
guard Tyler Cheng. The
Dons won 57-49.

On Dec. 29, the Dons
faced the Queen Creek Bull-
dogs from Queen Creek, Ar-
izona. After falling behind
early, the Dons had a huge
fourth quarter. After taking

a 35-33 lead with 6:00 left
in the fourth quarter, the
Dons would goona8-2run
at the end of the game to
ice out the Bulldogs. They
would win 47-42 with a big
performance from junior
Colton Cash who finished
with 22 points.

“| told the guys that de-
fense was going to be the
reason we win,” said as-
sistant coach Isaiah Moore
who filled in for Head
Coach Willis Gardner for
the entirety of the tourna-
ment.

Going into the champi-
onship game, the big key
was to stop Dougherty Val-
ley junior guard Ryan Bea-
sley. Beasley scored 40
points against Tracy High
School and was the main
catalyst for the Wildcats
success.

The Dons relied on their

hot shooting throughout
the tournament, but went
on a cold streak during the
championship game. They
got down 18-4 after the
first quarter and couldn’t
recover, going into the half-
time break down 18 points.

The second half was not
any better for the Dons. The
Wildcats grew their lead to
21 points and the cold streak
continued for the Dons.
They would eventually fall
to the Wildcats 51-31.

Cheng and Cash would
make the all-tournament
team and the Dons would
finish in second place. Cash
would finish with a team
high 11 points in the cham-
pionship game.

The Dons finished the
preseason with an 8-3 re-
cord. They will go on to face
Livermore High on the road
on Jan. 8.

Amador Valley guard Foster Keast shoots a free throw against Antioch High School.

(Photo - Nathan Canilao)
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Girls’ Hoops Need More Support

Girls’ basketball in the Valley division of the East Bay
Athletic League (EBAL) has gotten off to a great start.

Out of the five teams in the league, three have winning
records, including Granada High, who enters the regular
season with an undefeated record.

Dublin Gaels’ center Rachel Grier looks like an early
candidate for EBAL MVP, as she is averaging 9.9 points per
game and 8.4 rebounds per game. The Amador Valley Dons
have picked up notable wins over Berkeley, Washington and
Half Moon Bay. Despite all of these great storylines, attendance at these games are
low and are made up of mostly parents.

Boys’ hoops have dominated the eyes of fans at every level of basketball, whether
it is high school, college or pro, but more attention has to be paid to the girls who
make Tri-Valley hoops so great. Not only does the Tri-Valley have great talent, but
the teams are fun to watch and know how to play the game the right way.

When | was in high school, boys’ hoops almost always took up the attention,
whether it be on the school newspaper or the morning announcements. when it came
to the girls’ teams, it took a lot for students to show up to a home game, even on
Most of the time, it would take a free t-shirt night or some extra
credit just to get some students to fill the student section a quarter of the way.

The common misconception is that the girls’ teams lack the quality of play the
boys show. Some fans believe girls lack the athletic prowess boys have and opt
to not watch girls’ hoops, regardless of the talent that is put on the floor.

This couldn’t be further from the case in regards to the Tri-Valley teams.

The Lady Matadors have shown all season they can compete with anyone. Their
physical style of play, mixed with their ability to run the fast break, is a sight to see
if you’re a big time hoops fan. Some would also say the girls’ teams lack the size
the boys do, which makes plays like slam dunks and alley-oops more rare to see.

Though you may not see a 360 alley-oop slam at one of these games, the Dublin
Gaels do a great job of using their size to win games. Grier is a talented post scorer
who can get any shot she wants when she is in the paint. Teammate Kenya Craven
is a tenacious offensive rebounder who gets a lot of her points using her size to

One thing about Tri-Valley girls is they play extremely hard every minute they
are on the floor. Both Livermore and Foothill have losing records, but stay in games
because they do the little things. like offensive rebound and dive on loose balls.

This year looks to be a special one for the Valley division. Amador, Granada
and Dublin are all on pace to make the playoffs and each could make a big run. I
predict we will see multiple all league selections from these schools when it is all

Girls’ basketball in the Tri-Valley is more competitive than it has ever been this
year. The teams have the talent and the coaching to make deep playoff runs, but
fan support needs to be there as well. This year could mark a historic run for Tri-

Las Positas College Men's Basketball
Finishes Preseason 13-1, Ranked 6th

By Nathan Canilao

The Las Positas Men’s
basketball team defeated
the College of Redwoods
Corsairs 90-75 on Dec. 30
to finish off the preseason
13-1, ending the preseason
at No. 6 in the California
Community College Men’s
Basketball Association lat-
est poll.

The Hawks dominated
the game from the jump.
They started the game going
on an 8-0 run and forced the
Corsairs to call a timeout.
Sophomore guard Lee Jones
Jr. attacked the defense well
and got good looks inside
the painted area.

Hawks’ sharp shooter
Dathan Satchell struggled to
get going, but it didn’t mat-

Cowboys Go Winless in Tournament

By Nathan Canilao

The Livermore High
School boys’ basketball
team went winless in the
Livermore Cowboy Holiday
Tournament, dropping all
three of their games.

The Cowboys lost three
straight and have lost six
of their last seven games.
They were without leading
scorer Spencer Langowski
and starting point guard Ajai
Franklin due to injury.

The Cowboys were
matched up with Bay Area
powerhouse James Logan
High School in the first
round of the tournament
on Dec. 27 . Despite their
injuries, the Cowboys kept
the game close for the first
three quarters of the game.
They capitalized off of the
Colts turnovers and missed

shots and managed to cut the
game to eight going into the
fourth quarter.

As the fourth quarter
rolled around, the Colts
were able to take control of
the game. A dunk by Colts’
senior Logan Baltazar with
4:30 left in the fourth quarter
pushed the Colts’ lead to 16
and shifted the momentum
of the game. The Cowboys
lost 68-47.

On Dec. 28, the Cowboys
matched up with the Novato
High Hornets for the second
round of the tournament,
during which, they looked
outmatched from the jump.
The Hornets took a 12 point
lead at the halftime break
and started to run away with
the game in the third quarter.

The Cowboys had no
answer for the Hornets’ hot

Junior Owen Omweg attempts a free throw against
Novato High School. He finished the Cowboy Holiday
Tournament averaging 17 points per game. (Photo - Nathan

Canilao)

shooting night as Novato
hit five three pointers in the
game. On the offensive end,
the Cowboys struggled to
get anything going against
the Hornets’ 2-2-1 press.
They would lose the game
58-37.

The Cowboys faced
Golden Valley High School
(Merced) on Dec. 30 for
their final game of the tour-
nament. Langowski suited
up and played a few minutes
in the first half, but his injury
kept him out for the rest of
the game.

They kept the first half
competitive. After a 9-2
start to the first quarter, the
Cowboys went on a 6-0 run
to close the lead to just two.
That would be the closest it
would get all game.

The Cougars ended the
second quarter on a 9-0 run
to push their lead to 12 at
halftime. From then on, it
was all Cougars. A 6-0 run
to start the fourth quarter
pushed the Cougar lead to
20. The Cougars would go
on to win 59-35.

It was a rough go for the
Cowboys, as they lost each
game by at least 20 or more
points. Outside of junior
point guard Owen Omweg,
the Cowboys struggled to
find any other source of
scoring. Omweg would
average 17 points per game
for the tournament. Senior
Dillon Maheshwari would
average eight points per
game.

Livermore will play
Amador Valley on Dec. 8
in their home league opener.

ter as freshman Isaiah Victor
hit a pair of 3-pointers in
the second half to extend
their lead to 16 going into
halftime.

The Corsairs came out
of the halftime break on fire
from behind the arc. They
cut the Hawks lead to just
six with a little over nine
minutes to go in the second
half. Their hustle on the
offensive glass gave them
second chance looks that
helped cut into the Hawks’
lead.

Victor’s hot shooting
continued into the second
half and ultimately sealed

Freshman Isaiah Victor (left) lines up at the free throw
line. He finished the game with 20 points. (Photo - Nathan

Canilao)

the deal for the Hawks.
They would close out the
game with adunk from Evan
Johnson which pushed their
lead to 18 and would kill any
chances the Corsairs had of
coming back.

In attendance at the game
were many prominent col-
lege scouts. The University
of San Francisco as well as
Sonoma State were in the
crowd watching some of
the talent the Hawks had
to offer. Head Coach James
Giacomazzi believes that
playing the guys who play
hard will be key to show-
casing his player’s talents
to scouts.

“The guys know if | play
hard they play hard, they
will stay in the game,” said

Giacomazzi.

Victor finished with a
team high 20 points off the
bench for the Hawks. Jones
Jr. finished with 17 and
freshman Jordahn Johnson
finished with 12.

Giacomazzi finished with
his best statistical preseason
since his coaching career
started at Las Positas.

“I’m really happy that
they’ve stuck together, and
that they’re great kids that
go to class and take care
of their responsibilities.
They’re great representa-
tives of Las Positas,” said
Giacomazzi.

The Hawks will play
their first conference home
game on Jan. 12 against
Skyline College.

The Gatholic Community of Pleasanton's eighth-grade boys' Catholic Youth Organization
(CYO) basketball team won the Hardwood Holiday Classic Basketball Tournament in
Fremont last month, defeating the host, Holy Spirit, 63-28 in the championship
game. Shown from left are coach Scott Bodensteiner, Aren Case, Hudson Flora, Tyler
Bodensteiner, Peyton Heine, Grant Hoenninger, Josh Salonga, RJ Mannicki, Joey
Gibson, and coach Shelby Salonga. The team resumes regular GYO Tri-Valley League
competition on Jan. 9. (Photo courtesy of Scott Bodensteiner)
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Fire Association Encourages Removal of Christmas Trees

Nearly one-third (30 percent) of U.S.
home fires involving Christmas trees occur

in January.

With this post-holiday fire hazard in
mind, the National Fire Protection Associa-
tion (NFPA) strongly encourages everyone
to keep the festive memories and remove
the hazards by disposing of Christmas trees
promptly after the holiday season.

“As much as we all enjoy the look
and feel of Christmas trees in our homes,
they’re large, combustible items that have
the potential to result in serious fires,”
said Lorraine Carli, NFPA’s vice president
of Outreach and Advocacy. “The longer
Christmas trees remain in homes, the lon-
ger they present a risk.”

Carli notes that fresh Christmas trees,
which continue to dry out and become

more flammable over time, are involved in
a much larger share of reported Christmas
tree fires than artificial trees.

According to the latest NFPA winter
holiday fire data, 160 home structure fires
began with Christmas trees, resulting in
two civilian deaths, 12 civilian injuries,
and $10 million in direct property dam-
age, on average each year between 2015
and 2019. Overall, fires that begin with
Christmas trees represent a very small
but notable part of the U.S. fire problem,
considering that they are generally in use
for a short time each year.

To safely dispose of a Christmas tree,
NFPA recommends using the local com-
munity’s recycling program, if possible;
trees should not be put in the garage or
left outside. NFPA also offers these tips for

safely removing lighting and decorations to
ensure that they remain in good condition:

Use the gripping area on the plug when
unplugging electrical decorations. Never
pull the cord to unplug any device from an
electrical outlet, as this can harm the wire
and insulation of the cord, increasing the
risk for shock or electrical fire.

As you pack up light strings, inspect
each line for damage, throwing out any
sets that have loose connections, broken
sockets or cracked or bare wires.

Wrap each set of lights and put them in
individual plastic bags or wrap them around

a piece of cardboard.

Store electrical decorations in a dry
place away from children and pets where
they will not be damaged by water or

dampness.

6:30 p.m.

Religion Chat to Explore
Common Holy Books

Interfaith Interconnect, a group of Tri-Valley
area clergy and community members
who meet monthly for ‘religion chats,’ will
explore the holy books and other texts
that form the foundation of six different
religions on Wednesday, Jan. 12.

Pejman Naraghi-Arani, a member of Baha'i
Faith, and Rabbi Laurence Milder, with
Congregation Beth Emek in Pleasanton,
will lead the Zoom-based online discussion
from 5 to 6 p.m. Optional breakout
discussion groups will follow from 6 to

To participate, visit https://bit.ly/3eKrHJV.
For more information, email interfaith.
interconnect@gmail.com.
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LEGAL NOTICES

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 21CV003714

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA COUNTY OF
ALAMEDA

TO ALL INTERESTED
PERSONS:

Petitioner:
Bryan David Spitzer
24268 Galloway Street.
Livermore, CA 94551
Telephone: 510-485-6993
E-Mall: bryan.spitzer07 @gmai.com
filed a petition with this court
for a decree changing names
as follows:
Present Name:
Bryan David Spitzer
Proposed Name:
Bryan David Ingle
THE COURT ORDERS
that all persons interested in
this matter appear before this
court at the hearing indicated
below to show cause, if any,
why the petition for change of
name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the
name changes described
above must file a written objec-
tion that includes the reasons
for the objection at least two
court days before the matter
is scheduled to be heard and
must appear at the hearing
to show cause why the peti-
tion should not be granted. If
no written objection is timely
filed, the court may grant the
petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: 1/28/2022
Time: 11:00 AM
Dept: 17
The address of the court is:
Alameda County
Administration Building
1221 Oak Street
Oakland, CA 94612
A copy of this Order To Show
Cause shall be published
at least once each week for
four successive weeks prior
to the date set for hearing on
the petition in the following
newspaper of general circu-
lation printed in this county:
The Independent Newspaper
2250 First Street,
Livermore, CA 94550
Dated: December 8, 2021 /s/:
Judge Tara M. Desautels.
The Independent, Legal No.
5044. Published December 16,
23, 30, 2021& January 6, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 584490
The following person(s) doing
business as: Sparke, 155 4th
Street, Apt# 476, Oakland,
CA 94607 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s):
Sparke, 155 4th Street, Apt#
476, Oakland, CA 94607.
This business is conducted
by a Limited Liability Com-
pany. The date on which the
registrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: 11/22/2021.
Signature  of  Registrant/s/:
Tashina Johnson, CEO. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on
November 22, 2021. Expires
November 28, 2026. The In-
dependent, Legal No. 5045.
Published December 16, 23,
30, 2021& January 6, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 584739
The following person(s) doing
business as: H Art Studio, 3867
Appian Street, Pleasanton, CA
94588 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Young-
sin Han, 3867 Appian Street,
Pleasanton, CA 94588. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under
the fictitious business name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Younsin Han,
Owner. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on December 2, 2021.
Expires December 1, 2026.
The Independent, Legal No.
5046. Published December 16,
23, 30, 2021& January 6, 2022.

fictitious  business name(s) by an Individual. The date on  hereby registered by the fol-

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 584568
The following person(s) doing
business as: Epistemologi,
2363 Amantea Way, Dublin,
CA 94568, is hereby registered
by the following owner(s):
Bonky Emporium LLC, 2363
Amantea Way, Dublin, CA
94568. This business is con-
ducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the

listed above: N/A. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Eric Lai, Prin-
cipal. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on November 29, 2021.
Expires November 28, 2026.
The Independent, Legal No.
5047. Published December 16,
23,30, 2021& January 6, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 584868
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Circles Pot-
tery, 638 Via Acalanes, San
Lorenzo, CA 94580, is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Jordan Reynolds,
638 Via Acalanes, San Lo-
renzo, CA 94580. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Indi-
vidual. The date on which the
registrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: 3/15/2021. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Jor-
dan Reynolds, Owner. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on
December 8, 2021. Expires
December 7, 2026. The In-
dependent, Legal No. 5049.
Published December 16, 23,
30, 2021& January 6, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 584876
The following person(s) doing
business as: Digital Walk-
throughs, 4960 Rhonda Lane,
Livermore, CA 94550, is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Clint Cuellar, 4960
Rhonda Lane, Livermore, CA
94550. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Clint Cuellar, Owner. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on
December 8, 2021. Expires
December 7, 2026. The In-
dependent, Legal No. 5050.
Published December 16, 23,
30, 2021& January 6, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 584962
The following person(s) doing
business as: Affirm Your Birth,
6219 Gibson Court, Pleas-
anton, CA 94588, is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Julianna Winer, 6219
Gibson Court, Pleasanton, CA
94588. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Julianna Winer, Owner. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on
December 8, 2021. Expires
December 7, 2026. The In-
dependent, Legal No. 5051.
Published December 16, 23,
30, 2021 & January 6, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 584982
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Williams
Landscape Designs, 495 Ab-
bie Street, Pleasanton, CA
94566, is hereby registered
by the following owner(s):
Trevor C. Williams, 945 Abbie
Street, Pleasanton, CA 94566.
This business is conducted

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

independentnews.com

which the registrant first com-
menced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: N/A.
Signature  of  Registrant/s/:
Trevor C. Williams, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on December 13, 2021. Ex-
pires December 12, 2026. The
Independent, Legal No. 5053.
Published December 23, 30,
2021 & January 6, 13, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 585006
The following person(s) doing
business as: Royal Restrooms
of California, Inc., 5552 La
Ribera ST. Livermore, CA
94550, is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Royal
Restrooms of California, Inc.,
5552 La Ribera ST. Livermore,
CA 94550. This business
is conducted by a Corpora-
tion. The date on which the
registrant first commenced to
transact business under the fic-
titious business name(s) listed
above: 2/2007. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Rich Reynolds,
V.P. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Alame-
da on December 13, 2021. Ex-
pires December 12, 2026. The
Independent, Legal No. 5054.
Published December 23, 30,
2021 & January 6, 13, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 585007
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 1. E Tribe
Mobile 2. Etribe Mobile, 1487
Sauvignon CT, Livermore, CA
94550, is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Royal
Restrooms of California, Inc.,
5552 La Ribera ST. Livermore,
CA 94550. This business is
conducted by a Corporation.
The date on which the regis-
trant first commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Rich  Reynolds, V.P. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on
December 13, 2021. Expires
December 12, 2026. The In-
dependent, Legal No. 5054.
Published December 23, 30,
2021 & January 6, 13, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 585005
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Red Carpet
Trailers, 1452 N. Vasco Rd, #
350, Livermore, CA 94551, is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Red Carpet
Trailers, 1487 Sauvignon CT,
Livermore, CA 94550. This
business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) list-
ed above: 5/2014. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Rich Reynolds,
V.P. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Alame-
da on December 13, 2021. Ex-
pires December 12, 2026. The
Independent, Legal No. 5055.
Published December 23, 30,
2021 & January 6, 13, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 584985
The following person(s) doing
business as: Livermore Live
Scan, 4047 First St, Suite
208, Livermore, CA 9455, is

lowing owner(s): Readymade
Services LLC, 4047 First St,
Suite 208, Livermore, CA
9455. This business is con-
ducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) list-
ed above: 2007. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Dan McDowell,
V.P. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Alame-
da on December 13, 2021. Ex-
pires December 12, 2026. The
Independent, Legal No. 5058.
Published December 23, 30,
2021 & January 6, 13, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 584721
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Step Into
My Studio, 2218 Via Espada,
Pleasanton, CA 94566, is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Miyoung Lim,
2218 Via Espada, Pleasanton,
CA 94566. This business is
conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above:  10/25/2021.
Signature  of  Registrant/s/:
Miyoung Lim, Owner. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on
December 2, 2021. Expires
December 1, 2026. The In-
dependent, Legal No. 5059.
Published December 23, 30,
2021 & January 6, 13, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 585185
The following person(s) doing
business as: The Chairman,
2317 Amatrice Way, Dublin,
CA 94568, is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): La-
mar Spalding, 2317 Amatrice
Way, Dublin, CA 94568. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: 1/1/2020. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: La-
mar Spalding, Owner. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on
December 21, 2021. Expires
December 20, 2026. The In-
dependent, Legal No. 5060.
Published December 30, 2021
& January 6, 13, 20, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 585178
The following person(s) doing
business as: E.T.F Logistics,
7500 Weld ST, Oakland, CA
94621, is hereby registered
by the following owner(s):
Essay T. Fkadu, 7500 Weld
ST, Oakland, CA 94621. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above:  12/20/2021.
Signature of Registrant/s/:
Essay T. Fkadu, Owner. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on
December 20, 2021. Expires
December 19, 2026. The In-
dependent, Legal No. 5061.
Published December 30, 2021
& January 6, 13, 20, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 585008

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Lamorinda
Volleyball Club dba Norcal
Volleyball Club, 789 N. Can-
yons Parkway, Livermore, CA
94551, is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Meg
Herr, 16240 E Twin Acres Dr.
Gilbert, AZ 85298. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Indi-
vidual. The date on which the
registrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: 2012. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Meg Herr, Di-
rector. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Alame-
da on December 13, 2021. Ex-
pires December 12, 2026. The
Independent, Legal No. 5062.
Published December 30, 2021
& January 6, 13, 20, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 585337
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: United CU
Partners, 4234 Hacienda Dr.
# 110, Pleasanton, CA 94588,
is hereby registered by the
following owner(s): Teri Ban-
holzer, 653 Saint Marg St.
Pleasanton, CA 94566. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Teri Banholzer,
Owner. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on December
29, 2021. Expires December
28, 2026. The Independent,
Legal No. 5063. Published
January 6, 13, 20, 27, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 585204
The following person(s) doing
business as: Organized with
Julie, 1437 Roselli Drive, Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Julie  Melendez,
1437 Roselli Dr., Livermore,
CA 94550. This business is
conducted by an Individual.

The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious  business  name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Julie Melen-
dez, Owner. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on December
22, 2021. Expires December
21, 2026. The Independent,
Legal No. 5064. Published
January 6, 13, 20, 27, 2022.

CLASSIFIEDS

ANIMALS

CATS/DOGS

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT
For adoption information contact
Valley Humane Society at
(925)426-8656

Tri-Valley

Animal Rescue

Adopt a New Best Friend
TVAR
Tri-Valley Animal
Rescue

Our current weekly adop-
tion events include:

Saturdays - Dogs & Pup-
pies at Farmers Market in
Pleasanton. The location is
Delucchi Park, 4501 First St.
Hours: 10:00am to 1:00pm.
Saturdays & Sundays - Kit-

tens at Dublin PetSmart,
6960 Amador Plaza Rd.
Hours:  11am to  3pm.
Visit our website:
WWW.TVAR.ORG, to
see  adoptable  animals,
volunteer opportuni-

ties, and how to donate.

Follow  TRI-VALLEY  ANI-
MAL RESCUE on Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram.

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION
Cat & kitten adoptions now
at the new Livermore Petco
on Saturdays from 10:00AM

to 2:30PM. We have many
adorable, tame kittens that
have been tested for FiV &
FELV, altered & vaccinated.
We also have adult cats
& ranch cats for adoption.

EMPLOYMENT

CDL-A TRUCK DRIVING JOBS
HOME EVERY DAY!

J.B. Hunt is hiing CDL-A

drivers for a local driving

job on our Dedicated fleet.

$96,000 a year + daily home

time. Medical benefits after 30

days of employment, company-

matched 401(k), paid time off

& more!

Call us at 1-800-723-3169

or visit DriveJBHunt.com

for more infol

AEye Inc.

(AEye, Technologies, Inc.)
Seeks: LIDAR Signal Processing
Engineer (worksite: Dublin, CA)
Develop novel signal process-
ing algorithms for company’s
proprietary LiDAR signal detec-
tion & estimation.

Requires 10% domestic travel
to unanticipated client sites.
Send resume/cover to:
careers@aeye.ai

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

SALES
FREE SECTION

Free Pine & Oak Wood
You cut & haul it
Lots of Pine cones, too
Please call
(408)897-3156

LOST/ FOUND

NOTICES /AN-
NOUNCEMENTS

NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: California
law requires that contractors
taking jobs that total $500 or
more (labor and/or materials)
be licensed by the Contractors
State License Board. State
law also requires that con-
tractors include their license
numbers on all advertising.
Check your contractor's sta-
tus at www.cslb.ca.gov or
(800)321-CSLB  (2752). Un-
licensed persons taking jobs
less than $500 must state in
their advertisements that they
are not licensed by the Con-
tractors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE

LAND FOR RENT

OFFICE/HOUSE/CONDO/
DUPLEX/APT RENTAL

BE WARY of out of area com-
panies. Check with the lo-
cal Better Business Bureau
before you send money or
fees. Read and understand
any contracts before you
sign. Shop around for rates.

HOUSE/ROOMS/RENTALS
TO SHARE

BOAT/RV/RENTAL SPACE
Inland Valley Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads

TO PLACE
CLASSIFIED ADS
go to
bit.ly/Indy-Classifieds
or call
(925)243-8000

MERCHANDISE
FOR SALE
ESTATE/ GARAGE/ YARD

The Federal Fair Housing Act,
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, and state law prohibit
advertisements  for housing
and employment that contain
any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on pro-
tected classes, including race,
color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status or national ori-
gin. IVPC does not knowingly
accept any advertisements
that are in violation of the law.

Professional’s Choice
Real Estate Directory

Local guide to the Valley’s Leading
Real Estate Professionals & Services

MIKE FRACISCO ¢
(925) 998-8131 =

Fracisco Realty
Residential «+ Commercial * Property Mgmt

m MikeFracisco.com
: DRE #01378428

A:D

REALTOR®

TO PLACE YOUR AD,
PLEASE CONTACT:

925.243.8010
kim@independentnews.com

Cindy Greci
(925) 784-1243

A cri

DRE#01323804

¥
|
CalBRE #01256255 / #01741240 /
#01943073/#01193347

& GRI
“\NTHE[[E

www.GreciGroup.com

Dominic Greci
(925) 525-0864

DRE#01707140

THE KRISTY &
PEIXOTO TEAM

Luxury homes, Ranches & Land Realtors

(925) 621-1210

TheKuistyPeixotoTeam@gmail.com
TheKristyPeixotoTeam.com

Bt

wo

&}

Sandee Utterback
(925) 487-0524

WWW.SANDEEU.COM

DERESIIIEL
TITAWAY

Frimed e

CalBRE#00855150

Fecializing in
Drvsdise L_iverrnore‘s
Frawnks  Finest Homes

N

NICOLE SWEENEY

REALTOR

925.518.2142
nicole@nicolesweeneyhomes.com

] LEGACY 1686 Second St, Livermore
il ReaLssTaTe CalBRE #01965816

Always There For You

MARTI GILBERT

550 MAIN STREET, PLEASANTON
marti@homesbymarti.com
DRE 01520061

IRONHORSE
REALESTATE.

PREFERRED BROKERS
Wanda Thompson
925.858.9128

411 So L St, Suite E, Livermore
CA DRE #00983781 / NMLS#244633

Gail Hender son

BROKER ASSOCIATE, MPA
COMMERCIAL * RESIDENTIAL

(925) 980-5648

homes@gailhender son.com
www.gailhender son.com

DRE 01709171 SErEﬂU— I

Linda Newton
REALTOR®, GRI, SRES

(925) 216-2015

REAL ESTATE

Linda@ElationRE.com
ElationRE.com

o

DRE #01312631

CHASE O

NMLS ID: 694685

Michelle Elliott
Senior Home Lending Advisor
925-212-6907 | Fax: 866-378-1616

. michelle.d.elliott@chase.com
homeloans.chase.com/michelle.d.elliott @

Mortgage Banking

Serving Livermore and
Danville areas

LENDER

Gordon Corsie
Real Estate Broker
Scotsman Realty Group

CA DRE Lic # 0091100

Call/Text:

925.202.5497

www.thescotsman.com

g voorsan
WILIIAE mane

To Place Your Ad, Call or Email:

925.243.8010 kim@independentnews.com
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Aperitivo Italiano at the Bankhead Theater

Start the new year with
a visit to the most success-
ful exhibition in town, on
Friday, Jan. 7, at 5:30 p.m.,
at the Bankhead Theater

Lobby located at 2400 First
St., in downtown Livermore

This event is a full
immersion in the magi-
cal world of mosaic with

,:;M
e a

-

S

The 50 Faces Exhibit will be on display at the Bankhead
Theater Friday through Jan. 16. (Photo courtesy of Bankhead

Theater)

Italian curator, Guglielmo
Zanette. All of the pieces
are available for purchase,
and many beautiful portraits
have already been sold. Pro-
ceeds from sales go towards
supporting the student artists
who created the pieces, and
to the visual arts programs
at the Bankhead.

Drinks will be prepared
by the Locanda Wine Bar.
Proof of vaccination and
masks will be required for
entry. Organizers will keep
the lobby doors open to
increase ventilation.

The 50 Faces Exhibit will
be on display until Jan. 16,
so be sure to stop by before
then to enjoy these beauti-
ful pieces. RSVP to Anne
Giancola at agiancola@
lvpac.org.

For more information
about Naonis Association
in Italy, visit naonis.org.
For more information about
the event, visit https://bit.
ly/3mWIBLA4.

Musical Flair Coming This Month

The Bankhead Theater
will follow up its sold-
out first performances of
2022 with two New York
musical acts who will be
bringing musical genius,
inventiveness, and flair at
the end of this month. On
Friday, Jan. 21, Broadway
star Jeremy Stolle - who
has been with “The Phan-

tom of the Opera” for more
than a decade - will bring
his show “No More Talk
of Darkness” right to the
Tri-Valley for an evening
filled with show-stopping
Broadway songs, soaring
high notes, classic music,
and hilarious stories of
making a life on the stage.

The next week on

Wednesday, Jan.26, The
Bankhead will be present-
ing “The Queen’s Cartoon-
ists”, who will be bring-
ing an infectious mix of
classic and contemporary
cartoons, live music, and
comedy. Both events will
be at the beautiful Bank-
head Theater in Downtown
Livermore.

Pleasanton’s Adi Lankipalle Earns Eagle Badge

Aryaditya (Adi) Lankip-
alle, amember of Troop 998
in Pleasanton, has earned the
rank of Eagle, the highest
award in the Scouts BSA
program of the Boy Scouts
of America.

Aryaditya (Adi) Lankipalle

A junior at Amador Val-
ley High School, he is the
son of Rajani and Giriprasad
Lankipalle of Pleasanton.
To be awarded the rank of
Eagle, a Scout must earn at
least 21 merit badges and
complete a service project.

For his Eagle project,
Lankipalle organized a
community drive to collect
clothing and shoes for an
orphanage in India, con-
tinuing a family tradition
of helping youths in ru-
ral, impoverished areas of
the world’s second-largest
country. More than 50 vol-
unteers spent more than 400
hours collecting, cleaning,
and sorting more than 8,500
articles of clothing and pairs
of shoes. The donations

were packed in more than
100 boxes and given to the
Spandana Foundation for
shipping.

Lankipalle has been an
active leader in his troop,
serving as senior patrol
leader, patrol leader, and
chaplain’s aide, among other
positions.

At Amador High, he is
a member of the concert
and marching bands and a
member of DECA and the
AVHS Investment Club
and DECA, He is also a
third-degree black belt and
an assistant instructor in
Taekwondo, and has re-
ceived the President’s Ser-
vice Award for more than
100 hours of volunteer work
for three consecutive years.

Livermore Scout Advances to Eagle Status

Jason Cruz, a member of
Troop 924 in Livermore, has
achieved the rank of Eagle,
the highest in the Scouts
BSA program.

Cruz, a junior in the bio-
technology university path-

Jason Cruz

way program at Granada
High School, has been in the
scouting program since the
first grade. According to the
Boy Scouts of America, only
about 4% of all scouts reach
the rank of Eagle.

Eagle Scouts must earn
a total of at least 21 merit
badges and Cruz earned 52.
They must also complete a
community service project.
For his Eagle project, Cruz
planned and led a group of
volunteers in constructing
and delivering 25 new, re-
usable dog beds for Jelly’s
Place, a no-kill animal shel-
ter in San Pablo.

Cruz was elected into
scouting’s national honor
society, the Order of the
Arrow, in 2017 and served
as a lodge officer for the

San Francisco Bay Area for
three years. He also planned
and led a group of scouts
at Camp Pupukea on Oahu
in 2018, where he earned
the Hawaiiana Award and
helped to raise the flag on
the USS Missouri at Pearl
Harbor.

In 2019, he trekked over
80 miles and crested Mt.
Baldy, the highest peak in
the wilderness backcountry
of Philmont Scout Ranch in
New Mexico. Earlier this
year, he attended the high
adventure Sea Base on St.
Thomas US Virgin Islands,
where he served as crew
chief for the Antillean.

Cruz plans to pursue a ca-
reer in genetic engineering
with an emphasis in marine
and zoo biology.

Cartoon Museum to Host Voice of Wonder Woman

Susan Eisenberg, the
voice of Wonder Woman for
the Cartoon Network’s “Jus-
tice League” series, will join
Nina Taylor Kester, program
director for the Cartoon Art
Museum in San Francisco,
on Wednesday, Jan. 12, for
an online discussion of the

iconic DC Comics female
super hero.

Eisenberg has continued
to be the voice of Wonder
Woman in video games
including “Injustice” and
“Lego DC Super-Villains.”

Tickets for “Wonder
Woman Speaks!” are $5.

San Ramon Regional
Medical Center has intro-
duced the first newborn
of 2022.

Gabriellaand Nicholas
of Pleasanton welcomed
their baby boy at 4:54
p.m., on Jan. 1, 2022.
They are happy to share
this memorable moment
with the community.

Baby Stats:

Name: Thomas
Weight: 9 Ib. 12 oz.
Height: 22.5 in.

New Year’s New Baby

(Photo courtesy of San Ramon
Regional Medical Center)

To register for the presen-
tation, which begins at
5:30 p.m., visit https://bit.
ly/31bodwWonder.

The Smothers Brothers
have cancelled their sched-
uled January appearance
at the Bankhead Theater
in Livermore because of
concerns about COVID-19.

Livermore Arts, which
had booked the comedy
team for an evening of live
routines, reminiscing, and
vintage video clips, said
the Jan. 14 appearance had
been a sellout. The Smother

Brothers, now both in their
early 80s, have cancelled all
January appearances out of
an abundance of caution, ac-
cording to Livermore Arts.
Organizers hope to resched-
ule the Smothers Brothers in
the spring.

Tom and Dick Smoth-
ers were folk singers who
turned their sibling rivalry
into a comedy act, with
Tommy’s signature line,

Livermore Arts is sad-
dened to announce that out
of an abundance of caution,
Al Franken is postponing
his January tour dates at the
Bankhead Theater.

Franken is eager to move
his postponed tour dates to
a date in the near future and
is currently exploring op-
tions at the Bankhead still
within the calendar year.
The previously scheduled
performances with the for-
mer SNL cast member and
U.S. Senator were sold out
events this Saturday, Jan. 8.

Livermore Arts will be
contacting ticket holders
with the rescheduled per-
formance date as soon as it
is locked in. The all-around
Al Franken, in his now to-
be-announced performance
date, will be performing
at the beautiful Bankhead
Theater in Downtown Liver-
more. Livermore Arts apolo-
gizes for any inconvenience
this may cause.

As Franken’s two per-
formances at the Bankhead
were sold out events, Liver-
more Arts is asking patrons
to hold on to their tickets for
the rescheduled date. If for
some reason, ticket hold-
ers already know later this
year does not work for their
schedules, they are asked to
email boxoffice@lvpac.org
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At instaliation

ol SUPPORT

Al Franken Postponing Dates
For January Performances

and mention if they would
like to transfer their tickets
to another Bankhead per-
formance or simply convert
their tickets to a donation.

Smothers Brothers Appearance Cancelled

"Mom always liked you
best!" In the late 1960s, they
hosted the Emmy Award-
winning “Smothers Brothers
Comedy Hour,” but CBS
cancelled the program in
1969 because of the show’s
political satire and conflicts
with network censors.

ARROYO
CELLARS

Tasting Room Open:
Saturday: 12 - 5pm,
Sunday: 12 - 5pm,
or by appointment

2270 Research Drive,
Livermore

(925) 292-9157
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AIR CONDITIONING and HEATING

026-447-8000

www.millersacandheating.com

SINCE
11960)
License
#253756

Qo 6, 2021
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" CULTURAL ARTS VISION

3B

NOVADONTICS

Starr
o FINISH

EVERYTHING

INCLUDED*

*Extractions & Bone
Grafting Are Not Included

SINGLE TOOTH
REPLACEMENT

Pin your ideas on our map!

Deadline to participate: 1/31/22

Forrreer fountain with opportunity for an

ART BUILDS
COMMUNITY

SMILES |
by Design
(923) 443-4182

RICHARD D. HOWES, D.D.S.
www.smilesbydesigninlivermore.com
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Where should the city
invest in cultural arts
in Livermore?

Community members who live, work, play, and visit the city
are invited to help build the Livermore Cultural Arts Vision,
a strategic cultural arts plan for the coming decade.

Livermore’s trusted independent insurance agency since 1953!

—— T

local!

www.genemorganinsurance.com

Contact us TODAY for
your free quote!

(925) 447-2565

or email us at:
save@genemorganinsurance.com

Keep your insurance
premium dollars

Gene Morgan Insurance Agency ‘e

LIC#0M28209




