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New Suspect
Considered

In Mischeloff
Disappearance

By Larry Altman

DUBLIN — Police are
looking into whether a man
charged recently with kill-
ing 9-year-old Michaela
Garecht in Hayward in 1988
is linked to the unsolved
disappearance of Ilene Beth
Misheloff, a Dublin teen-
ager believed abducted on
her way home from school
and never seen again.

Although so far nothing
directly ties David Emery
Misch to the 13-year-old's
disappearance, both kidnap-
pings occurred in the Bay
Area within a few months
and no bodies were ever
found. The disclosure that
police are investigating
the 59-year-old convicted
murderer already in prison
for killing a woman in Hay-
ward in 1989 comes as the
32nd anniversary of Ilene's
abduction approaches.

"This is one of the ones
I take personally," said
Dublin Police Capt. Nate
Schmidt, who worked the
cold case investigation in
2004 and 2005.

Ilene, a Wells Intermedi-
ate School student, was last

(See MISHELOFTF, page 7)

David Haubert
Sworn Into
County Office

By Aly Brown

REGIONAL — Alameda
County recently welcomed
a new supervisor just days
after welcoming a new year.

Held in a virtual setting
Jan. 3, the new District 1
Supervisor David Haubert
took his oath of office with
his wife, Michele, at his side.

Tim Sbranti, a former
Dublin mayor, introduced
the ceremony and noted that
Haubert’s success showed
not only in his business
endeavors, but also in his
commitment to his family,
his faith and his community.

“We’re here to honor all
three of those today, par-
ticularly his service as we
swear him in as supervisor,”
Sbranti continued.

Sbranti went on to note
that one of Haubert’s first
experiences with public
service in the Tri-Valley
dealt with a county issue. In
the early 2000s, Alameda
County was looking to build
a large juvenile detention
center in Dublin. Haubert
worked with other leaders
and organizations through-
out the region to discuss
restorative justice and the
importance of deterrence
programs and rehabilitation.

“Fast forward 20 years
later, it’s exciting that he’ll
have the opportunity to work
on so many of those issues
as a county supervisor,”
Sbranti said.

Haubert also served the
Dublin Unified School Dis-
trict Board of Trustees for 10
years beginning in 2002. The
California School Boards
Association (CSBA) rec-
ognized his leadership, and
to this day, he continues to
lead seminars and forums on
behalf of CSBA.

Haubert was then elected
to the Dublin City Council in
2012, where he served for
two years before securing
the mayoral seat in 2014.

During the ceremony,
the pastor from Corner-
stone Church, Steve Mad-
sen, spoke about Haubert
and issued a prayer.

(See HAUBERT, page 8)

on Thursday, Jan. 30, 2020. The event marked 31 years since llene disappeared Jan.
30, 1989. She was 13 years old at the time. Investigators are now looking into a new
suspect regarding this cold case. (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

By Heather Brewer

REGIONAL — Since it
opened in 2007, the Bank-
head Theater has welcomed
a diverse range of artists and
audiences, bringing them
together to share the rich
experience of live music and
performance.

ameda County Supervisor
Scott Haggerty. Without
him and many others, the
theater and the Livermore
Valley Performing Arts Cen-
ter (LVPAC) might not be the
cultural hub it is today. As he
leaves office, Haggerty will
be forever remembered and

Performing Arts Center Bids Farewell
To Staunch Advocate Scott Haggerty

have another term, but before
he leaves, we wanted to get
the chance to talk to him
and say thank you so much
for everything that he's done
for us and for the arts,” said
Chris Carter, the executive
director of the LVPAC, dur-
ing an interview.

“I think in government, when you can do
something like build the Bankhead, that's really
something to celebrate. It's really not something you run
from — it's providing for the community.”

Along the way, they
have had countless sup-
porters, volunteers, donors
and backers, including Al-

By David Chircop

REGIONAL — Costs are
up, revenue is down. A mas-
sive budget deficit looms
over the food service pro-
gram at the Dublin Unified
School District (DUSD).

DUSD officials are try-
ing to solve this conundrum
caused by the sudden unex-
pected closure of schools in
a way you might not expect:
by offering free breakfast,
lunch and dinner seven days
a week to every student in
the district, regardless of
financial status.

“It might feel weird to
take advantage of that, be-
cause you might be thinking

By Ruth Roberts

LIVERMORE — Orchestra
aficionados, friends and col-
leagues are mourning the
loss of a longtime resident
and kindred spirit.

Virginia McFann, 88,
died on Dec. 26 following
a brief illness.

Serving as one of the
longest-running members
of the Livermore-Amador
Symphony (LAS) — play-
ing in its first concert in
1963 — McFann was a vio-
linist and the symphony’s
orchestra manager. She also
was hired as a teacher with
a degree in history from
UCLA, a special education
aid in Livermore, a proud
member of the American
Association of University
Women and a founding
member of the LA Sym-

honored for his efforts on
behalf of the arts in the area.
“Scott has decided not to

you’re costing the district
money,” said Chris Hobbs,
Dublin school’s interim
assistant superintendent of
business services. “The real-
ity is, we get reimbursed by
the federal government for
every meal we serve.”

The additional volume of
paid meals helps to cover the
overhead expenses, includ-
ing the fixed labor costs for
cafeteria workers.

The free meal program
expansion is part of the
federal government’s coro-
navirus response.

To ensure school nutri-
tion programs stay afloat and
students continue to have

Community Mourns the
Loss of Orchestra Manager

phony and the Association
of California Symphony
orchestras.

But it was McFann’s
spirit, spunk and indepen-
dence that her loved ones
remember most.

“She was a great com-
panion and a real firecrack-
er,” said longtime friend and
fellow symphony member
Judy Eckart. “When I first
became involved with the
LAS, I was told, ‘If you
have any questions, ask Vir-
ginia McFann. She has all
the answers.” And she did.”

Alan Frank, president of
the LAS Association, agreed
that McFann’s trademark
grin and no-nonsense ap-
proach to symphony proto-
cols, won her the enduring
support and admiration of
her colleagues.

(See FOUNDER, page 11)

In getting to the reasons
for Haggerty’s motivation

(See HAGGERTY, page 8)

To Balance Budget, Districts Offer Meals
For All Families Regardless of Income

access to nutritious meals
during the public health
emergency, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA)
in October extended emer-
gency waivers for income
eligibility and other require-
ments for participants of its
national free school lunch
program through at least
the end of the 2020-2021
school year.

The federal program
aims to remove regulatory
hurdles and to provide flex-
ibility for school food pro-
grams undergoing funding
challenges and uncertainty
brought about by the corona-
virus. The free grab-and-go

(See MEALS, page 12)

Valley Schools
Await Details on
Newsom's Plan

By David Chircop

REGIONAL — Gov. Gavin

Newsom’s $2 billion plan to
spur the return to in-person
instruction could see the
doors of Tri-Valley elemen-
tary school classrooms open
to students this spring, but
the devil is in the details,
and those details have yet
to take shape.

The “Safe Schools for
All” plan announced over
the winter break aims for a
phased-in return to physical
learning for the youngest
students in February. If ap-
proved and funded by state
lawmakers, it will provide
participating districts with
money to pay for uniform
COVID-19 testing for all
school staff and students

and contact tracing; it will
also give vaccine priority to
teachers.

As remote instruction
resumed Monday, district
officials and local teach-
ers unions were measured
in their responses to the
Dec. 30 legislative proposal.
Philomena Rambo, director
of community engagement
for the Livermore Valley
Joint Unified School Dis-
trict (LVJUSD), said in a
statement that the district is
waiting for the governor’s
proposal to become reality.

“In the meantime, we
continue to implement and
plan for a phased-in return to
in-person learning,” Rambo
continued. “We currently
have some small group co-

(See PLAN, page 2)

Rep. Eric Swalwell Celebrates
Likely Democratic Senate Win

REGIONAL — Rep. Eric
Swalwell weighed in Tues-
day night as the results from
the Georgia Senate runoff
election rolled out.

Early reports at press
time indicated both Geor-
gian Democrats Raphael
Warnock and Jon Ossoff
were in the lead over Re-
publican opponents Kelly
Loeffler and David Perdue.

"The Rev. Raphael War-
nock and Jon Ossoff ran
strong, principled cam-
paigns, and it looks like
they’ve defeated the radical

right-wing incumbents,”
Swalwell said. “I’'m proud
that our Remedy PAC's
United for Georgia program
helped get out the vote to
support them. A Democrat-
led Senate will work with
our House majority and
the Biden administration to
get us out of this pandemic
as soon as possible and
build back better to benefit
working families across the
nation.”

A win by Warnock and
Ossoff would secure Demo-
cratic control of the Senate.

ACE Selected to Operate
New Valley Link Service

REGIONAL — The Tri-
Valley-San Joaquin Valley
Regional Rail Authority
Board recently voted to en-
ter into an arrangement with
the San Joaquin Regional
Rail Commission (SJRRC).

The SJIRRC will now
manage the operation of fu-
ture Valley Link commuter
rail service connecting the
Tri-Valley with the San
Joaquin Valley.

The SJRRC has served
as the policy-making body
for the Altamont Corridor
Express (ACE) service for
more than 20 years and
took a similar action at their
December Board meeting.

“One of the reasons that
I am excited about this,
having served on the ACE
Board for 24 years, is that
there is a trust factor know-
ing that ACE is one of the
premier rail lines in the
State of California if not
the entire United States,”
said Scott Haggerty, Rail
Authority Board chair. “En-
tering into the agreement
at this early point in the
project enables SJRRC to
provide input into project
development and achieve
safe, efficient and cost-
effective operations.”

The Regional Rail

(See VALLEY LINK, page 10)

From left, Emilio Tiscareno and John Preston, along with several others, embarked on
a hike Jan. 3 in honor of firefighters, Ed Smith and Erick Michael, who lost their lives to
suicide. The walk aimed to bring awareness to the issue. It began in Livermore and ended
in the City of Alameda. See additional photo on page 10. (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)
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Novel By Livermore Fifth-Grader Promises to Be a Good Read

By Dawnmarie Fehr

Sarina Summers may
only be in fifth grade, but the
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A novel by
rina Summ

"Fedora's Secret" by
Sarina Summers

11-year-old Livermore resi-
dent used the extra time the
COVID-19 pandemic gave
her to write her first novel.

“Fedora’s Secret” chron-
icles the journey of a middle
school girl and the hurdles
she encounters in pandemic
life and her relationships
with her family and friends.
In the end, she finds answers
and even a little magic.

“I started writing ‘Fe-
dora’s Secret’ because I
have seen all these books
and none of them were
about pandemics,” Sarina
said. “So I decided I would
write my own book about
the pandemic.”

With her decision made,
Sarina picked up her pen
and turned out the first chap-

ters easily. Then she discov-
ered writer’s block.

She put it down for a
few months until a friend
motivated her to continue
writing.

Though she initially en-
visioned writing a book
about living during a pan-
demic, Sarina said a deeper
plot began to develop during
the summer. By August, she
had a finished product with a
twist at the end and several
subplots.

During the creative pro-
cess, her mother, Denise
Taylor, cheered her on. Tay-
lor said it was a joy to watch
her daughter work through
the story and develop in-
teresting characters along
the way.

“A strong component of
the book is (the protago-
nist’s) relationship with her
aunt and finding out the real
story about her aunt,” Taylor
said. “In the end, you find
out about the magic and the
secret.”

Together, Sarina and
Taylor worked through
Amazon’s self-publishing
program, learning the ins
and outs of formatting. They
took pictures for the cover,
built a website and began
selling copies of the book.

Taylor said one of
Sarina’s strong points is her
ability to capture the voice
of a middle school child. A
lack of books that portray
children her age accurate-
ly was one of the reasons

Sarina felt inspired to put
pen to paper in the first
place.

“Sometimes I’'m annoyed
that adult authors don’t get
kids right,” she said. “They
talk about school and stuff,
and it’s inaccurate. So I
thought it would be good
to get a kid’s perspective.”

Taylor noted she had a
relatively small role in creat-
ing the book, saying Sarina
wrote and edited it herself,
as well as creating content
for the website and styling
the cover of the book. With
this project finished, Sarina
said she does have plans
for a sequel sometime in
the future.

One thing Sarina noted
that she learned through the

process of writing this book
is not to let obstacles stand
in her way.

“I just want to say that if
you feel like there might be
something burdening you
and stopping you from do-
ing what you want to do, you
have to push through and do
it anyway, if that’s what you
want to do,” Sarina said. “If
I had let things get in my
way, I might never have
finished my book. I know
people think 11-year-olds
can’t write, but there are
some of us, who if they re-
ally want to, they can.”

For more information, or
to purchase a copy of “Fe-
dora’s Secret,” visit https://
sarinasummers.wordpress.
com.

PLAN

(Continued from first page)

horts learning on campus,
which we began phasing in
at the end of October 2020
to serve our students with
highest needs for in-person
support."”

High Community
Spread Could Still
Delay a Return to School

Whether Tri-Valley
schools will reopen on the
proposed timeline depends
on a number of factors.
Chief among them is Alam-
eda County’s COVID-19
community transmission
rate in the weeks ahead.

“I am mindful that during
this difficult time of surging
COVID-19 cases across
the state and in Alameda
County, we must continue
to prioritize the safety of
our students, families and
staff,” Alameda County
Office of Education Super-
intendent L. Karen Monroe
said. “Nothing is more im-
portant. We must also use
this time wisely, because
we do not want to lose one
minute of the opportunity to
take the necessary steps to
give students the in-person
instruction they need and
deserve.”

The reopening proposal
calls for initially starting
with transitional kindergar-
ten through second grade in
February, and progressing
into higher grades later into
the spring.

Before the upsurge in
COVID-19 cases, LVIJUSD
and Pleasanton United
School District (PUSD)
both approved Reopening
Plans filed with the Alameda
County Office of Education
that called for resuming in-
person instruction as early
as this month.

The LVJUSD voted in
November to move to a
hybrid schedule of in-person
and distance learning, be-
ginning with elementary
students. The district’s plan
sought to start with grades
one and two; followed in
two weeks by students in
grades pre-kindergarten,
transitional-kindergarten,
kindergarten, and third
grade; and then by students
in grades four and five in a
phased-in approach over a
4-week period.

PUSD’s plan would
start with pre-kindergarten
through the second grade.
At its meeting Dec. 15, the
Pleasanton school board
said elementary schools
would complete their re-
opening for grades three
through five a week later.

The Dublin Unified
School District (DUSD)
has not announced plans
for a return to in-person
instruction.

The PUSD board is

scheduled to discuss a re-
turn to in-person classes for
Pleasanton’s middle and
high school students at its
meeting on Jan. 14, accord-
ing to district communica-
tions coordinator Patrick
Gannon.

Both the LVUSD and the
DUSD boards are scheduled
to hold their first meetings
of the new calendar year on
Jan. 12.

“Livermore Education
Association continues to
work with the District to
prepare for the eventual
return of students, including
safe reopening scenarios,”
Aimee Thompson, president
of the Livermore Education
Association, said in a state-
ment issued by the union’s
executive committee late
Monday.

The association is the lo-
cal affiliate of the California
Teachers Association, and
represents Livermore teach-
ers and certificated nonman-
agement staff.

Aiming to Strike
Delicate Risk-Reward
Balancing Act

The state’s proposal is
based on the premise that
in-person is the best setting
to meet the learning, mental
health and social-emotional
needs of students. It re-
lies on emerging studies of
school reopenings around
the world that demonstrate
relatively low risks and
high benefits of educating
students in classrooms —
especially for elementary
grades.

It also emphasizes the
continued use of mitiga-
tion measures — masks,
distancing, hand-washing,
ventilation and screening
— to reduce transmission.
Teachers are expected to be
prioritized for coronavirus
vaccinations, which Bay
Area lawmakers, doctors
and education advocates
have pleaded for in recent
weeks, as the vaccine rolled
out to health care workers
and residents in long-term
care facilities.

California Teachers As-
sociation (CTA) President
E. Toby Boyd expressed
appreciation for the state
taking educators' concerns
into account when drafting
the plan, but suggested it is
not yet airtight.

"In all our conversations
and letters sent, we have
been calling for tougher
safety standards, rigorous
and consistent testing, data
collection and transparency
... We look forward to hear-
ing more information and
hope the new guidelines ...
will create a coherent state-
wide plan rather than creat-
ing more confusion for par-

ents and school districts,”
Boyd said in a statement.

He added that the CTA
continues to support dis-
tance learning for schools
in the highest purple tier of
transmission rates.

The reopening plan
would allow schools with
approved safety plans to
reopen even in areas in
the purple tier — the most
restrictive in the state’s four-
tiered pandemic reopening
plan — provided its county
has a seven day average rate
of infections of no more than
28 per 100,000, according to
a California Department of
Public Health slide presenta-
tion published by EdSource.
The adjusted rate for Al-
ameda County is 22.5 per
100,000, according to the
most recent data available.
To view the full EdSource
document, visit http://bit.ly/
Indy_EdSource.

Young Children
Not the Super-spreaders
Once Feared

The state’s rationale for
this shift is based on an
increasing body of scien-
tific evidence that appears
to show that young children
are not a major source of
transmission. The greatest
risk in school settings comes
from adults transmitting it to
other adults, often in settings
like breakrooms, according
to studies cited by the state.

Originally, it was thought
that children might be less
frequently diagnosed due to
less testing because they are
often asymptomatic, but it is
now believed children get
COVID-19 less often than
adults, and when they do get
sick, they get less sick.

In the fall, many schools
across the state, includ-
ing LVJUSD, resumed in-
person classes in some form
or for certain groups like
special needs students.

The state allowed schools
to resume in-person classes
once their county had been
out of the purple tier for at
least two weeks. In the Tri-
Valley, the PUSD gained
Alameda County Office
of Education approval for
its Reopening Oct. 29, fol-
lowed by LVJUSD, which
was approved on Nov. 16.

The Pleasanton plan
anticipated reopening in-
person instruction as early
as Jan. 4 and Livermore’s
by Jan. 19. To review the
plans, visit http://bit.ly/
Indy_PUSDplan and http://
bit.ly/Indy_LVJUSDplan.

Lockdowns Hindering
Reopening Efforts, Cre-
ating Disparate Impacts
But days after county ap-
proval of Livermore’s plan,
efforts to further expand

the reopening of Liver-
more schools were sus-
pended when Newsom and
state health officials pulled
the “emergency brake” on
school and business reopen-
ings amid a sharp increase
in COVID-19 cases across
the country and California.

After Bay Area intensive
care unit (ICU) beds fell
below 15% last month, the
strict shelter-in-place order
was extended and will re-
main in place at least until
Jan. 7.

Schools that started to
hold in-person classes were
allowed to continue even
after the state issued its
regional stay-at-home or-
der for roughly 80% of
California's counties. As of
November, schools in 41
counties including Alam-
eda were holding in-person
classes to some extent, ac-
cording to Newsom, while
schools in the remaining 17
were mostly holding classes
online.

"Kids are learning,"
Newsom said in a press
briefing on the proposal
last week. "They're just not
learning all equally, particu-
larly our youngest children."

The proposal pledges
roughly $450 per student
for participating elementary
schools, with up to an ad-
ditional $250 per student,
depending on how many
students considered high-
needs are enrolled.

Newsom and State Su-
perintendent of Public In-
struction Tony Thurmond
said the new plan is intended
to address the disparities
from county to county,
school district to school
district and campus to cam-
pus by ensuring testing and
protective equipment are
readily available to students

and staff.

"We know that many
families — foster families,
homeless families, English
learners, free- and reduced-
lunch families — have been
impacted in different ways,"
Thurmond said. "So we'll
be continuing our work ...

Single story in classic
custom neighborhood
near downtown!

to make sure that kids are
connected to their schools,
that they have access to the
resources that they need to
be successful."

Eli Walsh with Bay City

News Foundation contrib-
uted to this report.
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Missing Kitty

7 Month old Schatzi went missing on
December 25th. She is spayed and chipped
and about 7lbs. Schatzi lives in the Sunset East
area near Genoa and Warsaw in Livermore.
Her family deeply misses her. If you have seen
her please call 650-823-4141.
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Public Notice

The Livermore Amador Valley Transit Authority
(LAVTA) is seeking public input on emergency
service changes that were implemented as a

result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Full details of

LAVTA’s response to the pandemic, including the

emergency service changes and the public
input process are available at
www.wheelsbus.com/covid/.

Comments will be summarized and provided to
the Wheels Board of Directors.
The deadline for submitting input is
January 20, 2021 at 5 pm.

Livermore Amador Valley
TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Gene Morgan Insurance Agency

or email us at:
save@genemorganinsurance.com
fo save over 50% on your premium!

Contact us today for a free quote.

Did your insurance premium with California Earthquake

Authority {CEA) ho Ul 2this year?

a
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Some Tri-Valley farmers observed the New Year by planting their fields on Jan. 1, before the rains came pouring down.

(Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

LLNL Researchers Increase Global Warming Estimate

Enough carbon dioxide
has already entered the atmo-
sphere to cause global warm-
ing in excess of 2 degrees
Celsius regardless of future
efforts to reduce greenhouse-
gas emissions, according
to scientists from the Law-
rence Livermore National
Laboratory and two research
universities.

Researchers from LLNL,
Nanjing University, and Tex-
as A&M University used
observations and climate
model simulations to evalu-
ate how much warming is “in
the pipeline” from past CO2
emissions. Their estimate,

published in Nature Climate
Change, takes into account
changes in the geographic
pattern of surface warming
and is higher than previous
estimates.

“Typically, committed
warming is estimated as-
suming that changes in the
future will pretty much fol-
low changes in the past,” said
LLNL atmospheric scientist
Mark Zelinka. “But we now
know that this is a bad as-
sumption.”

While most of the planet’s
surface has warmed, several
important regions, like the
Southern Ocean, have not,

Zelinka said. The lack of
surface warming in those
regions favors the buildup
of low-level clouds, which
reflect sunlight back to space
and cool the planet. But
eventually those regions will
warm up, and when they do,
the low clouds will decrease,
which will allow more sun-
light to be absorbed by Earth.

Specifically, the team
found that future warming
has a most likely value of
+2.3°C above pre-industrial
levels.

"The bad news is that our
results suggest that we have
most likely already emitted

enough carbon dioxide to ex-
ceed 2°C,” the goal set in the
Paris Agreement, said An-
drew Dessler, Texas A&M
researcher and co-author of
the study.

But Dressler pointed out
that there is good news. Once
net emissions get to near
zero, the rate of continued,
committed warming will be
very slow. “So if we can get
net emissions to near zero
soon, it may take centuries
to exceed 2°C.”

The LLNL portion of the
research was funded by the
Department of Energy’s Of-
fice of Science.

Tracy City Council Member Vargas to Lead Valley Link Board

Tracy City Council
Member Veronica Var-
gas will head the Tri-Val-
ley—San Joaquin Valley
Regional Rail Authority
board of directors through
2021.

The regional authority
is responsible for planning
and implementation of the
Valley Link commuter rail

service that will connect
the Central Valley with the
Dublin/Pleasanton BART
Station. Valley Link is pro-
jected to carry 33,000 pas-
sengers a day by 2040.
Each of the 15 member
agencies is represented on
the board, including Dan-
ville, San Ramon, Dub-
lin, Pleasanton, Livermore,

Tracy, Manteca, Lathrop,
Stockton, the Mountain
House Community Services
District, Alameda and San
Joaquin counties, the Liver-
more Amador Valley Transit
Authority, San Francisco
Bay Area Rapid Transit,
and the Altamont Corridor
Express.

Vargas, who had served

as vice chair since the rail
authority board was created
in 2018, was named by the
board to succeed former
Alameda County Supervisor
Scott Haggerty as chair.
Vargas is also vice chair
of the League of Cities
Transportation, Communi-
cations and Public Works
Policy Committee for 2021.

Two People Wounded
In Pleasanton Shooting

By Larry Altman

Investigators believe
a car-to-car shooting that
wounded two people Jan. 2
in Pleasanton was a targeted
attack, police said.

called the California High-
way Patrol. The victims told
officers they were parked on
the eastbound 580 freeway
at Hacienda Drive, were shot
and needed help.

Anyone with information is
asked to call the Pleasanton Police

Department at 925-931-5100.

The victims, an 18-year-
old Oakland man and an
18-year-old woman from
Richmond, were expected
to recover from their injuries
suffered in the late night
shooting, police said.

The shooting occurred
shortly after 11 p.m. as
the victims drove west on
Stoneridge Drive, just after
they exited the 580 freeway,
Pleasanton police Lt. Bran-
don Stocking said.

Pleasanton police re-
sponded to the area of
Stoneridge and Gibraltar
drives following reports of
gunshots and were searching
the area when the victims

Police found three people
in the car.

"The victims reported
they exited the freeway and
were driving westbound on
Stoneridge Drive when at
least one occupant of anoth-
er vehicle began shooting at
them," Stocking said. "This
is believed to be a targeted
shooting and not a random
act of violence."

Police did not release a
motive for the shooting or
a description of the vehicle
involved.

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call the
Pleasanton Police Depart-
ment at 925-931-5100.
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1.5 +/- acre, Level, Lot
Alameda County, Pleasanton, CA

Shown By Appointment
LindenWayVacantLot.com
Offered at $

1,640,000
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925.784.7979

LeslieFaught.com
SellingEastBayHomes.com
DRE01027778

“I'll find a buyer for your home and a home for you to buy”

EOEN HOUSING CHANGES DOWNTOWN PLAN
A TURN FOR THE WORSE
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X 42% increase in footprint of buildings, 3 & 4 stories high
X 32% decrease in park area between buildings; eastside is hardscaped only

X No promised workforce housing — housing is low income, very low income
and homeless

X Inadequate parking and increased traffic congestion on L Street

THEY NEED A BETTER PLAN WITH MORE WORKFORCE HOUSING AND MORE PARK SPACE!

Email SaveLivermoreDowntown@gmail.com to take action!

PAID FOR BY SAVE LIVERMORE DOWNTOWN
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to this transition of elected officials.

it’s time to reflect on those who served in the years leading up

In Alameda County, our outgoing District 1 Supervisor Scott
Haggerty leaves behind a legacy that began when he first took
the supervisorial seat in 1996. He has tremendously helped to
improve transportation in the region. He led the county in agri-
culture, energy and public safety, among other important issues.

One of his projects particularly will enrich the Tri-Valley for
years to come. Through his work in securing a community impact

fee after a dump was approved in the Altamont, the performing
arts center in Livermore gained its needed funding. The Bank-
head Theater and Bothwell Arts Center enhance the community’s
culture tremendously, pulling in visitors from diverse regions to

-
ED ITO R I AI_ Thank You, Supervisor Scott Haggerty

As new leaders step into office and we say goodbye to 2020,

the city and sparking life in the downtown.

While Haggerty’s contribution to the arts is one of many
achievements, it’s one that has transformed the heart of Liver-

more.

Thank you, Haggerty, for your service to the residents of

Alameda.

~
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MAILBOX

Mailbox Guidelines:
Opinions voiced in letters
published in Mailbox are
those of the author and do
not necessarily reflect the
opinion of The Independent.
Anonymous letters will not
be published. All letters are
required to have the name(s)
of the person(s) submitting
them, city of residence and
phone number, for verifi-
cation purposes. Abusive
letters may be rejected or
edited. Letters are subject
to verification and may be
edited for clarity at the
discretion of the editor. We
reserve the right to decide
whether or not the letter
will be published. Headings
for all letters may be edited
at the discretion of the edi-
tor to properly reflect their
content. A headline will be
added to letters received
without one. Frequent letter
writers may have publica-
tion of their letters delayed.
Letters must be submitted by
someone living in or from
the Tri-Valley; they must
not offer medical advice
from unconfirmed profes-
sional sources or contain
libelous or inappropriate
content. Letters should be
limited to 400 words or
less and should be sent by
email to letters@indepen-
dentnews.com or submitted
using the form below. To be
considered, letters must be
received by 10 a.m. on the
Tuesday before publication.

The Unintended
Consequences Project
Richard Hughes, Livermore

Regarding the East Av-
enue ‘road diet,” here is
another ‘unintended conse-
quence for Councilmember
Patricia Munro to ponder
over, if she cares ... I thought
it was important to re-post
this comment in the main
thread, even though we are
discussing it with Beverly
Bull, in her comment sub-
thread.

If we go with alternative
#2 or #3, there are going
to be ‘flex spaces’ painted
white with hatched lines
across them, warning ev-
erybody that those are ‘no
man's lands.” So, on trash
pickup day, all the folk who
live along East Avenue have
to place their trash cans in
those ‘flex spaces!” Reason
(is) they can't put them in
the bike lane, so where else
can they put them?

So then, along comes a
trash truck to do the pickup,
and guess what, it can't park
in that same ‘flex space,’
because guess what — there
are trash cans in the way. So,
those poor trash truck driv-
ers are going to have to stop
their trucks - you guessed it
- in the only space available,
which is, you guessed it, in
the one and only traffic lane!

So, all the vehicles driv-
ing along East Avenue on
trash pickup day are going
to now have to stop behind
the trash truck! Are you
kidding us? We will have
created bottleneck heaven
guys, plain and simple! As

I said before, this is not just
ridiculous! It is insane!

Here is one more vital
question or issue that throws
yet another wrench into ev-
erything and has me scratch-
ing my head in dismay!

So, for alternative #2
and #3, they are expecting
emergency vehicles to drive
down the two-way center
turn lane, when the one and
only available traffic lane
is gridlocked bumper to
bumper, yes?

Well, at Hillcrest Avenue
and from Mines going east
right until Vasco, the median
strip is raised six inches
above the road surface with
concrete curb border (and)
infilled with concrete or
tiles. So, are we expecting
a fire truck, police SUV or
EMS ambulance to go bar-
reling down East Avenue at
60 mph, rushing to an emer-
gency call, while driving on
a raised median strip?

I wonder how the emer-
gency-response guys feel
about that?! I don't think
city officials or TJKM have
even thought about that!

As I said before, the devil
is in the details, guys! This
is just plain ol' crazy! Insan-
ity on steroids!

Livermore Central Park -
It’s Not Too Late

Gayla and Richard Langlois,
Livermore

What towns do you en-
joying visiting?

We love to visit Sonoma
and Healdsburg because
of their beautiful old cen-
tral city parks. They invite
strolling, photography, wine
tasting, dining and public
events. This is what we want
for our downtown.

A well-planned, family-
friendly central park would
attract locals and tourists to
our numerous wineries, res-
taurants and local events.
We can still accomplish this
if we move the Eden Hous-
ing Project across the street.

Look at what is going
up on the old Groth Broth-
ers property. Do you really
want more of that? Take a
look at downtown Walnut
Creek and Dublin. Let’s not
become another unfriendly
city.

It’s not too late.

Support for Swalwell
Mary Davis, Livermore

Reading the Independent
on Christmas Eve, I was
appalled to read the incred-
ibly vicious attacks on Eric
Swalwell.

None of these attack-
ers offered any real evi-
dence whatsoever. A photo
standing next to a Chinese
woman? Come on!

Having known Eric since
he was first running for Con-
gress in 2012, we respect
his integrity and his desire
to help the nation. Eric
would never succumb to
any attempt to compromise
him. Why would he? He is
happily married to a lovely
young woman.

How many of you ac-
cusers have met Eric? Ever
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listened to him talk about
the important issues facing
the nation? He is known
by his peers for doing a
great job in Congress, often
reaching across the aisle to
form a more productive and
bipartisan Congress. How
many Republicans can you
name who are doing this?

It sounds to me like, for
many of you, Eric’s great-
est crime is that he is a
Democrat.

The Genius Loci of
Livermore
Deborah McQueen, Livermore

The beautiful downtown
Veterans Park, promised to
the citizens of Livermore,
may be sidelined due to an
‘oversight’ by Eden Hous-
ing Inc.

In an apparent miscalcu-
lation of their own building
plans, Eden Housing ap-
peared before the city coun-
cil in a recent Dec. 7, 2020,
workshop to discuss their
need for increasing build-
ing size and capacity of the
Eden Affordable Housing
project, which will result in
a substantial loss of public
park land. These changes
must be implemented if
Eden Housing is to receive
necessary tax credits for
securing their financing.

Eden Housing failed to
notify the citizens of Liver-
more that there were issues
with the original proposed
square footage, in spite of
knowing these limitations
since January 2020 - if not
earlier.

Additionally, Eden
Housing wishes to increase
unit sizes to include larger
two- (and) three-bedroom
units, further increasing the
size of the buildings. Larger
units might be desirable, but
they simply won’t fit into
the original design plans.

The end result includes
the loss of promised park
land, replaced by grass
strips, hardscape, and two
super-sized buildings stand-
ing three (to) four stories,
which include a 58-foot
tunnel through them. The
public was not informed
of these proposed changes
until Dec. 7, 2020.

The proposed new build-
ings are certain to be both
physically imposing and
a permanent eyesore to
the downtown, thereby de-
stroying the festive, com-
munity-oriented nature of
Livermore. The beauty and
character of the downtown
is not a trivial or merely
skin-deep issue. Preserv-
ing the downtown’s Genius
Loci is central to protecting
Livermore’s distinctive at-
mosphere, and the spirit and
importance of community.

The City of Livermore
stated in their downtown
plan. adopted in January
2018, that their top priorities
“identified by the commu-
nity through an extensive
public engagement process”
rates parking #1, community
character #2, and open space
#3. The community and the
city noted that the “historic
character of Downtown is
a key part of Livermore’s
identity. The city council
shares this perspective and
directed that new develop-
ment reflect Livermore’s
historic character in terms
of design and building ma-
terials.”

Allowing Eden Housing
to change the originally
proposed four buildings into
two structures that conflict
with Livermore’s historic
character, is a violation of

the city’s downtown plan.

The people of Livermore
should think carefully about
allowing this revised plan
to proceed, before ugly
urbanization, congested
traffic, and reduced parking
become the new Genius
Loci of Livermore.

Open Letter to
Congressman Swalwell on

B.1.1.7 SARS-CoV-2 Variant
Greg Scott, Livermore

Congressman Swalwell,
you are probably aware there
is a new mutant variant of
SARS-CoV-2 discovered in
Southeast England.

Its name is SARS-CoV-2
VUI202012/01 (Variant Un-
der Investigation, 2020, Dec./
Dec. Variant #1) or "B.1.1.7."
It was first detected on Sept.
20, 2020, and led to a large
active infection increase
in Kent in early October
through early December
and is continuing to spread
relentlessly in Great Britain.
This variant was reported by
the United Kingdom (U.K.)
to the WHO (World Health
Organization) last Dec. 14.

B.1.1.7 is now found in
California.

The reason we have not
detected this variant here
earlier is our lack of sequenc-
ing. The United Kingdom has
done 125,000 sequences out
of just over 2.1 active infec-
tions - less than what Cali-
fornia now has - and the U.S.
has done 55,000 sequences in
over 18 million active infec-
tions. This is unacceptable
and dangerous.

B.1.1.7 has a40% to 70%
greater transmissivity rate
than previous SARS-CoV-2
variants. B.1.1.7 presents no
evidence of greater hospital-
izations or virus fatalities;
however, please recognize
that transmissivity rates are
exponential and that virus
fatality rates are linear. A
higher transmissivity rate
will lead to more deaths than
would an equivalent higher
virus fatality rate alone.

There are 17 simulta-
neous amino acid residue
mutations - 14 substitutions
and three deletions - that
have occurred in B.1.1.7.
This is extraordinary from a
genetic evolutionary biology
standpoint. Eight of these
mutations have occurred in
the spike (S) protein, which
is the target focus of most all
vaccines.

The S protein is what at-
taches primarily to the host
cell receptor ACE2 (Angio-
tensin Converting Enzyme
2). It does so with greater
'strength' with B.1.1.7 mu-
tation "N501Y". (Aspara-
gine, "N", is replaced with
tyrosine, "Y", at the 501th
position in the amino acid
sequence of the S protein).

We need immediate po-
litical pressure for more vac-
cinations with the Pfizer/Bi-
oNTech and Moderna mRNA
(messenger Ribo Nucleic
Acid with nanoparticle lip-
id technology) vaccines to
expedite the lowering of
the transmission rates. We
also need to prioritize an
emergency use authorization
(EUA) from the FDA (Food
and Drug Administration) for
the AstraZeneca/Oxford Uni-
versity Adenovirus vectored
vaccine that has already been
approved in the U.K.

Though B.1.1.7 is not
a ‘mutant-ninja’ variant,
the danger is that if we do
not make vaccinations and
EUA's a priority imperative,
we may yet get a ‘vaccine
escape variant.’

Eden Housing’s

Bait and Switch
James Hutchins, Livermore

Eden Housing Inc. was
approved by the city council
in November 2018 to build
130 units of studio and one-
bedroom apartments at the
old Lucky site.

However, in the Decem-
ber 2020 workshop, Eden
Housing stated they could
not meet the tax credit stan-
dards’ minimum unit size
unless they increased the
size of the buildings.

Now here we are, two
years later, and Eden Hous-
ing comes back at the last
minute, against the dead-
lines, saying they need to
increase the building sizes
by 42%, and they want to
include apartments of up
to three bedrooms. Another
consequence of this increase
is the reduction of the park
size by 32%, much of which
will be delegated to hard-
scape, thereby reducing the
greenspace by more than
half.

Additionally, Eden
Housing has promised that
workforce housing would
be a part of the project.
Eden Housing used the term
‘workforce housing’ again
in last month’s workshop.
However, we have subse-
quently learned there will
be no workforce housing.
HUD defines workforce
housing as 80 to 120% of
the area’s median income.
However, all the units are
committed to homeless and
low income only.

This leaves no housing
available for teachers, po-
lice officers, or nurses, etc.
Livermore’s citizens were
promised one plan and are
now being handed some-
thing quite different.

Eden Housing failed
to accurately represent the
three-dimensional context
of the four-story buildings
on both sides of L Street,
thus concealing the resultant
‘canyon effect.” Entrance
and egress to the project’s
underground parking garage
is located on L Street, which
will cause traffic jams. The
city council ranked traffic
#4 in their January 2018 list
of priorities.

The project’s parking
does not meet Livermore’s
standards of 1.1 spaces per
unit. Overflow parking will
then, out of necessity, con-
sume nearby spaces needed
for downtown restaurants,
businesses, and special
events. This fails to meet
the city council’s #1 priority
in Livermore — to improve
parking.

The revised Eden Hous-
ing project is no longer
an acceptable plan for our
downtown. They changed
what was promised and
agreed to by the people.
These changes are inher-
ently unfair to the people
of Livermore, who deserve
full clarity and transparency
in all issues that relate to the
downtown planning.

Eden Housing must de-
termine how to achieve their
goals without compromis-
ing the city’s stated values
and priorities. An alternate
location across Railroad
Avenue would alleviate
these problems.

Swalwell is SIP
Tom Murphy, Pleasanton

It appears the Congress-
man Eric Swalwell is shel-
tering in place.

However, it is not due
to the Covid-19 virus, but
the revelation of his alli-

ance with the Chinese spy,
Christine Fang.

Prior to the story being
published, Swalwell was
one of the biggest photo
opportunist in Washington
when it came to investigat-
ing President Trump for
alleged Russian conspiracy
and the impeachment effort,
both failed efforts. Now, it
would appear that he has
possibly been instructed to
‘shut up’ by Nancy Pelosi
and others in the hope that
he does not further implicate
himself with his own pos-
sible Chinese compromise
or conspiracy.

The strategy may very
well be that they hope the
story sinks into the ev-
er-deepening Washington
swamp following the new
administration taking over.
The fact that Swalwell has
not resigned from the House
Intelligence Committee
should be a concern to all
citizens as a matter of na-
tional security. Members of
that committee have unre-
stricted access to the highest
classified information.

In January 2015, Pe-
losi placed Swalwell on the
House intelligence Commit-
tee and later also named him
the ranking Democrat on the
CIA oversight subcommit-
tee, when he had only been
a one-term congressman.
At the very least, we should
question her judgement of
allowing him to remain in
these positions when she
had been briefed by the FBI
in the spring of 2015 on his
being compromised by a
Chinese spy.

Ms. Fang fled the coun-
try in 2015 and returned to
China after Swalwell had
been informed by the FBI
of their investigation of
Ms. Fang. She was likely
tipped off regarding their
investigation by Swalwell.
He reportedly ceased rela-
tions with her, but it is re-
ported his father and brother
remained ‘friends’ with
her on Facebook until two
weeks after the story was
published.

Ms. Fang had influenced
Swalwell to place an intern
on his staff who could have
also been a spy. Swalwell
does not have the integrity
to resign from the intel-
ligence committee himself,
so he should be removed by
Pelosi. It is evident that his
end goal is to be a life-time
member of Congress, and it
appears that he will remain
on the ‘gravy train’ unless
the voters realize that he has
delivered no actual results
that benefit them during
his tenure. He has been
elected on political rhetoric
vs. results, and he is now a
national security risk.

Cast your votes wisely.

Eden Comes to Livermore
Owen Brovont, Livermore

Welcome to the future
— Livermore’s downtown
Eden tenement as depicted
in the Dec. 17 edition of
the Livermore Independent!

Another case of bait and
switch foisted on a milk
toast (sic) public. A clever
attempt to euphemize the
project, evocative of the
biblical ‘Garden of Eden,’
from which a chastened hu-
manity spread into the world
— and here we are, soon to
be graced with a new Eden,
right here in little ole (sic)
Livermore.

At best, it is a superficial
representation of what the
residents made clear they

(See MAILBOX, page 5)
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would settle for, not what
they wanted, but what they
could wrest from the en-
trenched ‘leadership’ and
their behind-the-scenes sup-
port at the time!

The only similarities with
the proposed 2018 design,
which was not popular with
many residents anyway, are
that the residence build-
ings depicted are on the old
Lucky site, and that they are
buildings. Dissimulation
and betrayal seem to be the
current modus operandi of
these pathetic little local
potentate wannabes — it has
become common in many
cities in America today; it
is not what the people want,
but what the bosses say you
will get.

In the Eden Downtown
Plan, they have the chutzpah
to disappear what was to be
a ‘Veteran’s Park.” The area
now will be the backyard
playground for the residents
of the larger, socialistically
branded ‘workforce hous-
ing,” which will doubtlessly
evolve into downtown tene-
ments. The proposed area
(no longer labeled Veteran’s
Park) will offer a path from
Stockman’s Park to L Street,
but who will feel comfort-
able walking through some-
one’s backyard?

These monolithic, three-
and four-story structures
will deny direct sunshine to
the area shortly after noon
in the summer, and practi-
cally all day during the fall,
winter, and into the spring,
owing to the sun’s lower
elevation above the horizon.
They account for the gross
changes in the increase
size of the buildings by
42% and the shrinkage of
what was to be park land
by 32%. Is this not deceit,
betrayal, or something else
behind the scenes?

The “Win-win” Solution
Raquel Holt, Livermore

The scenario: a friend is
visiting his new girlfriend
who lives in Livermore.

It is his first time to
come to Livermore, and
they agreed to meet at the
downtown central park on
L and Railroad.

The visiting friend is
talking to himself, “She said
for us to meet at the central
park downtown, but I don’t
see the park. What I see are
these tall buildings. Hmm,
I’ll drive around. Ah, there it
is! Since she said Livermore
Central Park, I imagined
it to be larger, with more
plants and trees, and easy to
see. Interesting. And now, to
find where to park.”

Ijoin the clamor of many
Livermore residents, and
that is to have a large open-
space park with its lovely
trees and plants, longer
pathways for strolling, and
benches, too. One that is
not hidden, congested, and
hemmed-in by tall, three-
and four-story housing
structures.

I understand that the
Eden plan for 130 dwell-
ings can be located nearby.
Livermore residents desire
and hope that the city lead-
ers seriously consider relo-
cating the housing buildings
which, if done, could even
have the possibility of add-
ing more affordable hous-
ing. Then, we can have the
vision of a central, large,
open-space, easily acces-
sible, delightful, and lovely
park for everyone to enjoy
become a reality.

Let us listen to the many
residents who have convinc-
ingly - because it is a good
idea - suggested that this
planis a ‘win-win’ solution.

Paging Our New
Supervisor David Haubert
Tyler O'Brien, Livermore

We need you to deliver
on your campaign promise
that the county should de-
velop a comprehensive solar
policy for its rural areas
before any individual solar
projects are approved.

This issue is coming to
a head before the Alameda
County Board of Supervi-
sors in February.

North Livermore Valley
is one of the few unspoiled,
scenic corridors and agri-
cultural areas remaining in
Alameda County. The val-
ley has been used for cattle
grazing and the growing of
hay to feed horses, cows and
other animals for centuries.
We should not destroy this
legacy.

That is what is at stake.
If the proposed Aramis and
Sunwalker solar plants are
approved, the northern por-
tion of the valley will be-
come a sea of 320,000 plus
eight-foot-tall solar arrays,
with miles of new internal
access roads, security fenc-
es, and overhead transmis-
sion lines, some on towers
10 stories high.

In the case of the gigan-
tic Aramis facility, it will
truly be an industrial power
plant. On five acres, con-
crete will be poured to serve
as the foundation for a new
electrical subpower plant,
water tanks and scores of
trailer-truck size lithium-ion
battery stations.

Alameda County would
like to see more renewable
energy produced to address
the climate change crisis.
That’s a laudable goal. But
the county must first under-
take a mapping project to
determine suitable locations
for utility scale solar power
plants. This work has been
done in neighboring coun-
ties, but not here in Alameda
County. That is like taking
off on a plane headed to the
mountains without radar.

Alameda County plan-
ners want to authorize util-
ity-scale solar plants in
North Livermore Valley,
where they do not belong.
The Aramis and Sunwalker
solar projects will destroy
agricultural land, open
space, wildlife habitat, and
the scenic corridor of North
Livermore Avenue - all in
violation of Measure D.

We have the power to
prevent this from occurring.
Please email Supervisor
Haubert at David. Haubert @
acgov.org, and ask him to
put a stop to the destruction
of North Livermore Valley.

A Mona Lisa or an Escher?
Vic Avila, Livermore

The Livermore down-
town park being discussed is
being built for the next 100
years ... it's not being built
for the 2020's only, but for
generations to come.

If it's a gem, like the
Mona Lisa, people will ap-
preciate it for a very long
time. Wine tourists will
enjoy it, our visiting friends
and relatives also, and fami-
lies with children who live
in the local apartments, of
course. Spacious and time-
less like Carnegie Park.

If it's an Escher, peo-
ple won't even notice it or
wonder why the area is so
densely developed.

Save Downtown Livermore
Dan Moore, Livermore

As a 48-year resident of
Livermore, I am supporting
the effort to move the 130
housing units to an alterna-
tive site across Railroad Av-
enue. Here are my reasons:

1. The revised plan
leaves too little room for
a central park, which will
ultimately benefit all Liver-
more residents, not just the

few who would reside there.

2. Moving the housing
to a different location will
eliminate the ‘canyon’ that
would be formed with four-
story buildings on both sides
of L Street.

3. If moved, there could
be room for more housing.
The alternative plan is for
up to 194 units, instead
of 130 under the current
proposal.

4. There would be more
room for residents to park.

5. The alternative plan
appears to be affordable,
based on the assessment that
uncommitted Livermore Af-
fordable Housing Fees Fund
totals $6 to $7 million.

Betrayed Again
Nancy Mulligan, Livermore

My experience with our
city council is that they will
say anything to get elected,
and then let their backers
down.

It happened again with
the downtown plan. Bob
Woerner suggested cut-
ting down the size of the
housing in the prime area
and moving it to the other
side of Railroad Avenue,
which would have given us
some additional community
space. It seems he had no
intention of doing so.

In fact, they added more
housing and reduced the
park area. I was parked be-
hind First Street and looked
over to see the veteran’s
statue. The tiny park there is
so small, and the new plan
has no additional space for
community gatherings.

I’m sorry that, again, we
have been let down by our
city council.

It's Hard to Fight City Hall
Ben Barrientos, Livermore
Let's see, the folks who
took time to register their
preference on the design of
downtown were ignored.
Then, some of us put
forward a proposition. The
city council folks misled
by minimizing the sizes of
buildings. Now, it seems
that what the citizens of
Livermore are going to get
is a tiny patch of grass that
may creep up through the
cracks of cement that will
cover the area, where some
of us saw a grassy field.
Oh, they need the ce-
ment, so an underground
garage can be built. A nice
park is over the Union
Square garage in San Fran-
cisco.
I guess it's hard to fight
city hall, since they know
what is good for us.

Downtown Priorities
Jean King, Livermore

The city did a very ex-
tensive outreach in 2017 to
Livermore citizens to get
their input on the Livermore
downtown.

One exercise was the
Downtown Prioritization
Worksheet, which asked
the citizens to prioritize
10 downtown issues. More

than 1,332 worksheets were
submitted. You can find the
results at yourlivermore.org.

#1 Priority — Parking -
“Already at capacity,” "New
housing will exacerbate
that."

New proposed Eden plan
for the Lucky site, which is
presently a parking lot, has
less parking than the city’s
standard. Not only does it
take away the present park-
ing, but (it also) increases
the need for parking.

#2 Priority - Community
Character - "Maintain the
small town, small-scale, his-
toric character,” "Buildings
should be low-rise, no more
than two to three stories.’

New proposed Eden plan
has three- and four-story
housing across L Street from
the already under-construc-
tion three- and four-story
housing west of L Street
on the Groth site. Let’s not
‘Dublinize’ our town.

#3 Priority - Open
Space - "Downtown Liver-
more needs a central green
space,” "Open space that
comes along with new de-
velopment should not be
privatized, it should be us-
able by the public.”

New proposed Eden plan
has no real open space, pub-
lic or private. It is a walk-
way between the three- and
four-story housing units.
This is not the kind of public
open space that Livermore
residents value.

And lastly:

#10 Priority - Housing
- "Housing is not appropri-
ate in the center of down-
town and will exacerbate
the parking shortage in
downtown or worsen traf-
fic in downtown,” "Housing
should be limited to make
space for downtown desti-
nations.”

New Proposed Eden plan
adds 130 housing units on
the Lucky site, in addition
to the already 222 hous-
ing units directly across L
Street.

Is the proposed Eden
plan what the citizens want-

ed for the priorities for the
downtown Lucky site?
What we want is parking,
community character and
open space, not housing.

Double-win Proposition
Alan Hindmarsh, Livermore

I have been reading with
dismay about how the Eden
Housing plan for downtown
Livermore has been altered,
out of public view, in size
and appearance.

The size increase would
make the ‘canyon’ effect on
that block even worse. The
resulting reduction in the
size of the central park rep-
resents a retreat on earlier
promises made by the city.
So, I urge the City Council
to consider the alternative
location, north of Railroad
Ave., while keeping the
low-income house mix that
Livermore also badly needs.

Itis indeed a double-win
proposition.

Much Cause for Regret
Jan Daum, Livermore

At present, Livermore
downtown has its own in-
dividual 'personality’ - a

personality that is worth
visitors experiencing and
enjoying when they visit
Livermore for wine, family,
or work.

If the proposals for the
Eden project come to frui-
tion, Livermore will have
a one-size-fits-all, cookie-
cutter downtown. Clearly,
one size does not fit all.

The size of the buildings
will be overbearingly tall
and, may I say, ugly. The
city's parking requirement
will not be met. We will be
left with a postage stamp-
size park.

The land for this project
was assigned many years
ago, and at that time, had it
been redeveloped, it would
have been on a much small-
er scale than is now threat-
ening us. Times change and
needs change. Populations
change. This so-called im-
proved downtown will be a
case of misplaced improve-
ment that does not meet the
needs or aesthetics to which
we aspire.

If it goes ahead, we will
all have much cause for
regret.
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ART & FRAME
SINCE 1968

IFITHAS SPEGIAL MEANING FOR YOU,

WHY NOT FRAMEIT?
WECAN FRAME JUST ABOUT ANYTHING!

PACKAGE DEALS

upTo 11x 14 549.99
uPT0 16 X 20 $64.99
UPT0 18 X24 57499
UPT0 22 X 28 589.99
UPT0 24X 36 599.99

PACKAGES INCLUDE YOUR CHOICE
OF SELECTED FRAMES,
ONE ACID FREE MAT, REGULAR GLASS
AND FITTING.

1912 2nd St. Downtown Livermore
925-443-3388
wayupartandframe.com

Open Mon-Sat 9:30am-5pm
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Hospice & Health Services
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Compassionate Care in the Comfort of Home

Hope Hospice has been a vital community resource since
1980. We are a nonprofit organization committed to providing
exceptional hospice care, as well as grief support and
caregiver education. Connect today to learn more.

HopeComfort.com | (925) 829-8770

LCAC.org/member-groups

Jump stAT the ATS
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YO U can make a difference!

Donate to your favorite
cultural arts group today!

Livermore
CULTURAL#]-
since 1966 COUNCIL
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Livermore School District Hosts
New Student Enroliment Webinar

Community members
whose children will be en-
rolling in the Livermore
Valley Joint Unified School
District (LVJUSD) for the
first time in the fall of 2021
are invited to participate in
an informational webinar on
Thursday, Jan. 14, at 6 p.m.

Director of Student Servic-
es Scott Vernoy will present
information about the district
and the enrollment process.
Participants will be able to
ask questions during the live
webinar. The link is at liver-
moreschools.org. The webinar
will be recorded and translated

into Spanish for those who
prefer to view the presentation
at an alternate time.
Enrolling a new student
begins by completing an
online pre-enrollment form
that will be posted on Friday,
Jan. 15, the day following
the webinar. Attending the
webinar will prepare parents
and guardians for successful
completion of the enrollment
process. Once the online
pre-enrollment process is
completed, families will be
contacted by their child’s
new school to collect re-
quired paperwork. Because

of the current stay at home
regional order, collection of
paperwork will be scheduled
at a later date.

The priority transfer pe-
riod for students requesting
a transfer to a school other
than their designated school
based on home address is
Jan. 15 to March 1. Please
visit livermoreschools.
org/2021enrollment for
complete information about
enrollment and transfers.

For more information
about the Livermore Valley
Joint Unified School District,
visit livermoreschools.org.

Soccer team FC Uyghur played a pick-up game on Sunday, Jan. 3, at the Bernal
Community Park Sports Field. Players come from throughout the Bay Area and are
ethnically Uyghur. (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

Construction recently began on the new Livermore High School gymnasium. The structure
will be two stories, including an auxiliary gym and team rooms. A new swimming pool
will be built, along with a new weight room, wrestling area and dance and exercise room.
The existing small gym will be demolished, creating land area for future use, perhaps for
classrooms. (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

PG&E Pays $32 Million in Property Taxes

Pacific Gas and Electric
paid more than $32 million
in property taxes to Alameda
County for the second half
of 2020.

The $32,404,709 paid to
Alameda was part of more
than $268 million paid in to-
tal to the 50 counties where
the company owns property
as part of its gas and electric
service.

“This year’s payments
reflect the substantial local
investments we continue to
make in our gas and electric

Balance Boxes Provide Goodies To Underserved Youth

Balance Boxes is a youth-
led program that provides
students in low-income
communities with educa-
tional and enjoyable activi-
ties.

Each box is created with
a designated theme. This is
done to ensure the boxes
can be made to the child’s
liking. Boxes always include
books (picture or chapter
books), educational games,
or school supplies. Along
with the educational factors,
each child will receive either
a theme-related toy, art proj-
ect, sports ball, or game.

Each box is also equipped
with an easy-to-make meal
and kid-friendly snacks to
keep the child engaged in the
activity. One of the unique
factors of Balance Boxes is
that each of the families is
provided with information
to register their child for

free, one-to-one virtual tu-
toring. Balance Boxes finds
the perfect balance between
enjoyable and educational
activities and will put a smile
on a child’s face.

Balance Boxes started
during the beginning of
lockdown due to COV-
ID-19, because many kids
are less fortunate and do
not have the available re-
sources at home. In the nine
months of operation, the
organization has delivered
more than 4,750 boxes and
are preparing more in the
Bay Area. Balance Boxes
has expanded to many other
cities in the U.S. and a few
overseas.

The local chapter has
delivered boxes to shelters
such as Shepherd's Gate in
the past and will be deliver-
ing more in late January.
They have three Foothill

Zutshi Earns Rank of Eagle Scout

Kunsh Zutshi, a member
of Boy Scout Troop 905 in
Dublin, has earned the rank
of Eagle.

To achieve the rank of
Eagle, a Scout must earn
at least 21 merit badges
and complete a community
service project.

For his project, Zutshi,
a senior at Dublin High
School, designed and su-
pervised construction of an
agility structure consisting
of jumps, weave poles, and
a horizontal ladder for the
East Bay SPCA.
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Only 4% of all Boy
Scouts earn the rank of
Eagle.

In addition to Scouting,
Zutshi, the son of Swati
Bakshi and Rahul Zutshi,
has been a volunteer for Tri-
Valley Animal Rescue for
the past five years. He also
takes part in martial arts
and 4H speech competi-
tions, and is a long-distance
runner.

Zutshi plans to major
in biology in college with
the goal of working with
animals as a career.

Kunsh Zutsh

Ogawa Captures Two Wrestling Titles

Kekoa Ogawa, repre-
senting the Livermore
Elite Wrestling Club, cap-
tured two tournament titles
last weekend at the “Who's
Bad? National Classic” in
Bullhead, Arizona, and
fell just one win short of
placing in a third.

Ogawa, an eighth
grader at Junction Avenue
School, won three matches

by pins on Friday to take
the title in the 13-and-
under 116-pound division.

On Saturday, he wres-
tled in two 15U tourna-
ments.

He won four matches to
win a 15U division limited
to high school freshmen
and younger and went 2-2
in a 15U division that in-
cluded sophomores.

High School students in-
volved, and have received
more than $6,500 in in-kind
contributions from various

companies, as well as grants.

For more information,
visit www.balanceboxes.
org.

infrastructure to create a saf-
er and more reliable system
and to better mitigate against

wildfires,” said PG&E Chief

Financial Officer David
Thomason.

PG&E serves nearly 16
million customers in North-
ern and Central California.
The property tax payments
cover the period from July

1 to Dec. 31.
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e Estate Wines

OPEN FOR
WINE TASTING &
BOTTLE SALES.

RESERVE YOUR TABLE TODAY!

Please visit our website to reserve.

Retzlaff Vineyards.com

ENJOY A GLASS OF LOCAL WINE

Your favorite wines are available for outside wine tasting, pickup, delivery or shipping!
Call or visit websites for specials, open dates and reservations.

3 Steves Winery

5700 Greenville Rd., Livermore
925-364-4889
Jsteveswinery.com _
Curbside Pickup, Local Delivery,
Shipping & Outdoor Wine
Tasting Reservations Available

Arroyo Cellars

2270 Research Dr., Livermore
925-487-7680
arroyocellars.com

Curbside Pickup & Outdoor Wine
Tasting Reservations Available

Bent Creek Winery

5455 Greenville Rd., Livermore
925-455-6320
bentcreekwinery.com
Curbside Pickup _Shippin_% &
Outdoor Wine Tasting Available

Big White House Winery &
John Evan Cellars

6800 Greenville Rd., Livermore
925-449-1976
bigwhitehouse.com

Pickup & Delivery Available

BoaVentura de Caires
Winery

9309 Tesla Rd., Livermore
925-606-9672
boaventuravineyard.com
Pickup, Delivery & Shipping
Available

Caddis Winery

7878 Cedar Mountain Rd., Livermore
925-380-6219
caddiswine.com

Local Delivery Available

Cedar Mountain Winery

& Port Works

10843 Reuss Rd., Livermore
925-373-6636
cedarmountainwinery.com
Curbside Pickup, Local Delivery &
QOutdoor Wine Tasting Available

Charles R Vineyards & Winery
8195 Crane Ridge Rd.

(5800 Greenville Road), Livermore
925-337-3081
charlesrvineyards.com
Curbside Pickup &

Shipping Available

Crooked Vine & Stony Ridge
Winery

5625 Greenville Rd., Livermore
925-449-0458
Crookedvine.com

Curbside Pickug & Drive
Through Available

Cuda Ridge Wines
2400 Arro&o Rd., Livermore
510-304-0914
cudaridgewines.com
Curbside Pickup & Table
Reservations On Patio

Dante Robere Vineyards
1200 Wetmore Rd., Livermore
925-245-0172
danterobere.com

Local Delivery, Curbside
Pickup and Outdoor Tasting
Reservations Available

Darcie Kent Vineyards
7000 Tesla Rd., Livermore
925-243-9040
darciekentvienyards.com
Curbside Pickup &
Shipping Available

Del Valle Winer

74948 Tesla Road, Livermore
925-464-2557
delvallewinery.com

Curbside Pickup & Outdoor
Wine Tasting Available

Eagle Ridge Vineyard
10017 Tesla Rd., Livermore
925-447-4328
eagleridgevineyard.com
Curbside Pickup, Delivery,
Shipping and Outdoor Tasting
Reservations Available

el Sol Winery

8626 Lupin Way, Livermore
925-606-1827
elsolwine.com

Curbside Pickup & Shipping
Available

Embodied Wines

2271 S.Vasco Rd. #D, Livermore
925-292-8625
embodiedwines.com

Delivery Available

Enoteca Five Tasting
Room & Cellars

2111 Research Drive #6, Livermore
925-852-1861

enotecab.com

Pickup & Complementary
Shipping Available

Entropy Cellars

2720 Marina Ave., Livermore
925-200-0849
entropycellars.com
Curbside Pickup, Delivery &
Shipping Available

Fenestra Winery

83 Vallecitos Rd, Livermore
925-447-5246
fenestrawinery.com
Curbside Pickup, Shipping &
Outdoor Tasting Reservations
Available

Garré Vineyard & Winery
7986 Tesla Rd., Livermore
925-371-8200
garrewmery.com

urbside Pickup &
Shipping Available

Las Positas Vineyards
1828 Wetmore Rd., Livermore
925-449-9463
laspositasvineyards.com
Curbside Pickup, Shipping
and Outdoor Wine Tasting
Reservations Available

Leisure Street Winery
8953 Tesla Rd., Livermore
925-337-5463
leisurestreetwinery.com
Curbside Pickup &
Delivery Available

Longevity Wines

2271 S.Vasco Rd., Livermore
925-443-9463
longevitywines.com

P|pku;[), Shipping & Outdoor
Wine Tasting Reservations
Available

McGrail Vineyards

and Winery

5600 Greenville Rd., Livermore
925-215-0717
mcgrailvineyards.com
Curbside Pickup, Delivery,
Shipping & Outdoor Wine
Tasting Reservations Available

Mitchell Katz Winery

New Location

2915 S. Vasco Rd., Livermore
925-454-9463
mitchellkatzwinery.com
Pickup, Curbside, Shipping &
Outdoor Tasting Reservations
Availalbe

Murrieta’s Well

3005 Mines Rd., Livermore
925-456-2395
murrietaswell.com
Shipping Available

Nottingham Cellars

2245 S. Vasco Rd. # C, Livermore
925-294-8647
nottinghamcellars.com
Curbside Pickup, Delivery &
Outdoor Wine Tasting
Reservations Available

Occasio Winery

2245 B. South Vasco Rd.,
Livermore
925-371-1987
occasiowinery.com
Curbside Pickup &
Shipping Available

Omega Road Winery
2127 S Vasco Rd., Livermore
925-290-8616
omegaroadwinery.com
Curbside Pickup, Delivery,
Shipping & Outdoor Tasting
Reservations Available

Page Mill Winery
1960 S. Livermore Ave., Livermore
925-456-7676
a%(emillwinery.com
ickup & Delivery Available

Retzlaff Vineyards and

Estate Winery

1356 S. Livermore Ave., Livermore
925-447-8941
retzlaffvineyards.com

Pickup, Outdoor Tasting
Reservations Available

Rios-Lovell Estate Winery
6500 Tesla Rd., Livermore
925-443-0434
rioslovellwinery.com

Pickup & Shipping Available

Rodrigue Molyneaux
Winery

3053 Marina Ave., Livermore
925-443-1998
rmwinery.com

Parking Lot Pickup Available

Rosa Fierro Cellars

2245 S. Vasco Rd.,
Suite A, Livermore
925-963-1406
rosafierrocellars.com
Curbside Pickup & Outdoor
Wine Tasting Reservations
Available

If you are a local winery and would like to be added to this list at no charge

please email kim@independentnews.com

Rubino Estates Winery
1188 Vineyard Ave., Pleasanton
925-484-1699
rubinoestateswinery.com
Shipping Available

Ruby Hill Winery

400 Vineyard Ave., Pleasanton
925-931-9463
rubyhillwinery.net

Shipping Available

Steven Kent Winery

5443 Tesla Rd., Livermore
925-243-6442
stevenkent.com
Curbside Pickup, Shipping &
Outdoor Wine Tasting
Reservations Available

Tenuta Vineyards

633 Kalthoff Common, Livermore
925-699-4576
Tenutawinery.com

Pickup, Delivery &

Shipping Available

The Singing Winemaker
5143 Tesla Rd., Livermore
925-606-9463
thesingingwinemaker.com
Pickup, Delivery & Outdoor
Tasting Available

The Wine Steward

641 Main St., Pleasanton
925-600-9463
thewinesteward.com

Open with limited customers
in store. Online and Curbside
Pickup Available

Wente Vineyards Estate
Winery & Tasting Room
5565 Tesla Rd., Livermore
925-456-2305
wentevineyards.com
Shipping Available

Wente Vineyards
Tasting Lounge

5050 Arro¥o Rd., Livermore
925-456-2405
wentevineyards.com
Shipping Available

Wood Family Vineyards
2407 Research Dr., Livermore
925-606-7411
woodfamilyvineyards.com
Delivery, Pickup &

Shipping Available
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MISHELOFF

(Continued from first page)

seen Jan. 30, 1989, walking
home alone about 3 p.m. on
Amador Valley Boulevard
near Village Parkway. Her

You just never get away
from it."

A freckle-faced teen who
had recently celebrated her

der charges in the deaths of
two women in Fremont in
1986. Now charged with
Michaela’s death as well,

“I just recognize what's the odds of her being found
after 32 years. It's possible but it's not very likely.”

key fob was found at the
entrance to John Mape Park.

Ilene's father, Michael
Misheloff, remembered the
call from his wife, Maddi
Misheloff, about 6 that eve-
ning. Ilene was not home
when Maddi returned from
work. Maddi learned Ilene
never showed up at the
ice rink where she liked to
practice.

"The words she used are,
'Tlene, she's gone,"" Michael
recalled. "I said, 'What are

you talking about?' She
said, 'She's gone.

As Michael made his way
home from work in Silicon
Valley, his wife called the
police.

"

Bat Mitzvah with her twin
brother, Brian, Ilene loved
to ice skate. After school,
she would hurry over to the
rink, the same place where
champions Brian Boitano
and Kristi Yamaguchi prac-
ticed.

"She was a very de-
termined girl," her father
said. "Once she decided to
do something, she would
pursue it until she did it."

Ilene loved skating, but
knew she did not have the
talent that might take her
to the Olympics. Still, she
worked with her coaches
to become as good as she
could be.

"She really wanted to

he is housed at the Santa
Rita Jail in Dublin await-
ing court proceedings. Al-
though Michaela’s remains
were never found, prosecu-
tors filed a murder charge
with the presumption she
is dead.

Michael said he knew
Dublin police would look at
Misch when he heard about
Michaela’s case.

Schmidt said Dublin
police have never stopped
investigating Ilene's dis-
appearance, investigating
leads whenever they come
to light.

"You see these individu-
als that are vicious monsters
come through every now

Michael and Maddi Mischeloff speak to reporters during the January 2020 candlelight
vigil walk for their daughter, who disappeared in 1989. (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

"l kept thinking there
must be some other thing
that happened," Michael
said. "I drove to the rink and
there was this crowd and
police, and I realized how
serious the situation was ...
After that, the next couple
of days are very confused."

For years, the Misheloffs
and their two sons never
knew if Ilene would mys-
teriously walk in the door,
or if some day her remains
would be found. Maddi died
in April of cancer, never
finding the answer to what
happened to her daughter.
For all of the last three
decades, she kept Ilene's
bedroom just as it was when
she vanished. Michael never
moved and only eliminated
his landline phone in the last
couple of years.

"It's there all the time,"
Michael said. "Something
will remind me of Ilene. It's
so difficult to go through.

have fun and pursue being
a coach when she got older,"
her father said. "She did
very well."

Shortly before Christ-
mas, Michael saw the news
reports that police in Hay-
ward had finally solved
the Michaela Garecht case;
prosecutors had charged
Misch with kidnapping and
murder. Detectives using
advanced fingerprinting
techniques not available in
1989, tied Misch to Michae-
la’s death with a fingerprint
left behind on her scooter.

Michaela and a friend
rode to a neighborhood
market on Nov. 19, 1988, to
buy some snacks. They left
their scooters outside. When
they returned, Michaela's
had been moved behind a
car. When she went to get it,
the driver grabbed her and
forced her inside. She was
never seen again.

Misch also is facing mur-

and then," he said.

Many officers on the
Dublin force knew Maddi,
who served on the Dublin
San Ramon Services Dis-
trict Board of Directors,
including as its president.
Officers on the force, and
many who retired, took
part every year in an annual
candlelight vigil and walk
to mark the Jan. 30 an-
niversary of the date Ilene
was last seen.

Michael said he won't
be holding the event this
year, not because of the
pandemic, but because it
will be too emotional in the
first year without his wife.

"For me to do it," Mi-
chael said, "it will be too
difficult.”

Michael said good-bye
to his wife on the phone. A
month before Maddi died,
Michael and his son, Brian,
took her to the emergency
room at Stanford Health

Livermore Insurance Agency Helps Local Nonprofits

Five local nonprofit orga-
nizations have each received
$2,000 from the Gene Mor-
gan Insurance Agency in
Livermore.

The agency said it was
grateful that it was able to
continue operating during
the COVID-19 pandemic
while so many small busi-
nesses were forced to close,
and it wanted to help those

in need.

The agency asked its cus-
tomers to vote on deserving
local organizations, with the
top 5 receiving donations:

Open Heart Kitchen, Valley
Humane Society, Tri-Valley
Haven, Shepherd’s Gate,
and Livermore Valley Per-
forming Arts Center.

IRRE,E,RE S

AIR CONDITIONING and HEATING

928-447/-8000

www.millersacandheating.com

icense
#253756

Locally owned by Livermore resident,

happily servicing the Tri-Valley since 1982

TIRED OF
NO BURN DAYS?

WE SELL AND INSTALL
FIREPLACE INSERTS* AND FIREPLACES.

SAVE UP TO *400.00 ON SELECT UNITS.

JERS .

FIREPLACES 23585 CONNECTICUT ST # 15, HAYWARD

510.471.5601 www. |errysF|rep|aces .com

|, BurnGreen

*Gas, Wood and Pellet

Michael Misheloff (left) works with a volunteer in 1989 to distribute fliers for his
missing daughter, llene. (File photo)

Care. The pandemic had
already begun and hospital
restrictions were underway.

Michael dropped them
off and parked the car.
His wife had already gone
inside when he walked to
the door. He was not al-
lowed inside and could not
visit her.

"I never saw her again,"
Michael said. "I spoke to her
while she was able to talk
on the phone. She couldn't
talk for very long, because
she was very weak."

He wasn't at her side
when she died. COVID-19
restrictions prevented him
from holding a service.
Having to act quickly, he
cremated his wife's remains
and kept the ashes at home.

Michael said his wife
never gave up hope of find-
ing her daughter. He won-
dered what he would tell
Ilene about her mother if
she ever suddenly appeared.

He doubts Ilene is still
alive and said it's unlikely
her remains can be located.

"I just recognize what's
the odds of her being found
after 32 years," he said. "It's
possible but it's not very
likely."

Schmidt said there's not
much evidence, but Dublin

detectives will work with
counterparts in Hayward
and Fremont to see if they
can connect their cases.
Dublin detectives have not
spoken to Misch, Schmidt
said.

Michael said it is impor-
tant to "close the books"
and know who took his

daughter.

"I won't be totally as
healed as I would be as long
as the case is open and the
perpetrator is still around,"
he said. "I think the most
important thing is to put
him in a place where he can
no longer get out and hurt
somebody."

&) CLEANING
IDE-TAILS'-

SMILES |
by Design

(323) 443-4182

RICHARD D. HOWES, D.D.S.

3‘ Order now through Feb 11, 2021: $65 serves 4
o Drive by pick up service at The Singing Wine Maker
@ on Tues Feb 16 and Weds Feb 17, 9-11:30 am

- 5143 Tesla Ave., Livermore.

« Delicious seafood stew chock-full of shellfish cooked
with tomatoes, wine, spice, and herbs. Each 64 oz
container of cioppino also comes with a Casse Croute

bread round.

———

Order The Singing Wine Maker wines to complete
your dinner for four.
- Proceeds support The Livermore Lions Club.
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ready for spring.

www.lavgc.org.

Livermore Amador Valley
Garden Club Hosts Speaker

Tired of those dull, poor performing garden tools?

Tune in to the Livermore Amador Valley Garden Club
(LAVGC) Zoom meeting, on Thursday, Jan. 14, at 7 p.m.
Guest speaker Phil Stob will tell you everything you need
to know to keep garden tools in tip-top shape.

Stob has been a gardener for 50 years, working as a
landscaper in the summer throughout school years. He is
now an engineer by profession, but uses his spare time
to grow and plant trees all over his community.

He is a ‘gear head’ of kinds, and he likes and collects
tools, picking up many from garage sales and Craigslist.
He has learned that an old sharp tool will outperform
most of the new tools you can buy.

He also is a firm believer that well-maintained garden
tools make a job easier and more enjoyable, with clean
cuts resulting in healthier plants. His talk will focus on tool
sharpening. Now is the time to get those garden tools

The garden club is meeting via Zoom to attend to club
matters and enjoy monthly speakers. Because of the
pandemic, work parties practice social distancing and
wear masks as they service the community gardens,
Sensory Garden in Pleasanton, Hansen Park Rose
Garden and Eden Garden in Livermore.

To attend, email president@lavgc.org for the Zoom
meeting details. For information regarding the club, visit
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“Can I say what a joy
it is when you meet public
servants who are truly ser-
vants,” Madsen said. “A lot
of that has to do with how
they’re serving at home,
even in their own church or
faith community. As David’s
pastor, it’s such an honor to
pray this prayer over him.”

Haubert’s daughter Kate-
lyn shared a letter written
for her father, before outgo-
ing District 1 Supervisor
Scott Haggerty took to the
podium, noting that he was
happy to see Haubert had
support from his family.
Haggerty stated that while
he’s been proud of the things
accomplished in the county
during his tenure, he would
leave Haubert with plenty
of work to do. He pointed
out that COVID-19 and
homelessness would pres-
ent ongoing challenges, but
also noted such projects as
Valley Link to be “teed up”
and ready for Haubert to “hit
it out of the park.”

“I leave you with a lot
of work, David, and I know
you can do it, because I
understand your heart and
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Outgoing District 1 Supervisor Scott Haggerty (left) swears in newly elected Supervisor
David Haubert, standing beside his wife, Michele. (Photo - Marshall Kamena)

your drive,” Haggerty said.
“You’re one of the most
driven men I’ve ever met
in my life. You don’t lose.
You’re a winner.”

Haggerty joked that he
would remain the supervi-
sor until 12 o’clock the next
day, Jan. 4, before leading
Haubert in the oath taken

by the new District 1 leader.

Haubert participated in
his first meeting as a county
supervisor on Tuesday this
week.

HAGGERTY

(Continued from first page)

to support the local arts pro-
grams, Carter called up fond
memories for the long-time
SUpervisor.

“You just (brought up) a
couple memories real quick
that I wasn't even planning
on talking about,” said Hag-
gerty. “I remember as a
young boy going to Madison
Elementary over in Fremont.
I was young Scrooge in the
play ‘Scrooge’ for the school.
The reason I remember that
so much is the newspaper did
a big article about it, and my
picture was there. So, that
was my foray into the arts.”

Besides having an innate
love of the theater, another
reason Haggerty worked
so hard for the LVPAC and
the Bankhead Theater was
his love for his father and a
desire to see his legacy come
to life.

“My father ran for city
council in 1974 in the City
of Fremont and lost,” he said.
“It was a pretty tragic thing
for the family, when you
work so hard and you don't
get something. But one of his
main platforms was to build
a performing arts center, and
he wanted to build it in Fre-
mont. It's kind of funny, be-
cause as I look back at those
articles, there were people
that were actually criticizing
him for wanting to do that,
and I never understood why.
You look around this venue,
you walk around it, and you
see the people on the back
wall that have touched the
stage — their names and
posters — and there's a lot
of enjoyment that comes out
of this building. It probably
reduces a lot of people stress
level on a Friday or Saturday
night.”

Although getting the
LVPAC built was not his
top priority when he ran for
county supervisor, the ac-
complishment is one of his
proudest, and it comes from
surrounding himself with
good people.

“When I was running for
office, a very large issue was
that the county had approved

this huge dump out in the
Altamont,” said Haggerty.
“When I got elected, I de-
cided that's not what I wanted
for Livermore, even though it
was in in the unincorporated
area. One of the things we
negotiated was a community
impact fee ... (and I met
with some people about)
this grand idea to build this
performing arts center in
Livermore, and I thought,
‘Wow, that's really cool. 1
want to be a part of that.””

Due to his belief that the
City of Livermore was going
to be severely impacted by
the landfill, those involved
were able to require a fee that
would be paid to the City of
Livermore for community
benefit projects. As it turned
out, the community wanted
to support local arts.

“There was a lot of push-
ing and a lot of arm twisting,
but when it got down to the
end, the Livermore City
Council graciously accepted
the money coming in and
continued to put money to-
ward the Bankhead Theater,”
said Haggerty.

At the time, additional
money for the project was
slated to come through the
redevelopment agencies. But
then that money went away,
and the Bankhead Theater
found itself in a bit of trouble.

“Again, I had to go to
my board and ask them to
put some money toward this
project, which we happily
did,” said Haggerty. “I think
in government, when you
can do something like build
the Bankhead, that's really
something to celebrate. It's
really not something you
run from — it's providing
for the community. That's
how I've always viewed my
job. I mean, there are some
pretty unpopular things I
have to do, but any time you
can do something like this,
it's a good day. You walk out
of the building a little taller,
with your chest out a little
bit further.”

Looking back over the
years since he first became

involved with the LVPAC
and the Bankhead Theater,
Haggerty said that having
community support for the
project is what really got it
off the ground. He named
LVPAC’s Chair Phil Wente,

child or your grandchild
performing a play or playing
the flute, or the trumpet, or
the drums; or whether you're
going to get to see some
show that you've been dy-
ing to see in a very intimate

run the theater hope that this
part of Haggerty’s legacy
will continue forever.

“I certainly didn't do this
alone,” said Haggerty. “If
you're going to have a politi-
cal legacy, the fact that you

“I certainly didn't do this alone. If you're going to have a
political legacy, the fact that you worked with the city
and helped build a performing arts center that satisfies

the inner being of half a million people...
It makes me feel good. I'll take this as a legacy.”

President Joan Seppala, Trea-
surer/Secretary Phil Dean
and the nonprofit’s attorney
Ed Willig as prominent fig-
ures who helped make the
funding a reality.

“(The Bankhead has) fine
donors that donate anything
from money to equipment,
and those people are the heart
of the community — those
are the people that get it,” he
said. “I think when you look
at why you should support
this, (it’s because) you never
know when you're going to
wind up in this seat, looking
up here and watching your

— Scott Haggerty

setting. This is why you sup-
port the arts. It allows you to
recreate your mind. People
want to become a part of the
Bankhead, and it's so very
easy to do.”

According to Carter, an
average of about 60,000
people come through the
doors of the Bankhead The-
ater every year. Thanks to
everyone who had a part in
the building of the theater,
over the last 12 years, more
than half a million individu-
als have been able to experi-
ence the arts in an intimate
way. As such, those who help

worked with the city and
helped build a performing
arts center that satisfies the
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inner being of half a mil-
lion people ... It makes me
feel good. T'll take this as a
legacy.”

For more information
about the LVPAC and the
Bankhead Theater, visit
livermorearts.org.
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Livermore, CA
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Come see our large collection of
new & used Grandfather clocks!
Largest selection of antique clocks in the Tri-Valley.

- 1082 East Stanley Blvd, Livermore
(925) 449-2127
Hours: Tues.-Sat. 10am-6pm

Thursday, Jan.7
Oneness Devotional

Your Daily
Online Local

independentnews.com

Follow us on n g

Join the Dublin Diversity and
Inclusion Alliance for a virtual New
Year Oneness Devotional Inspira-
tion, from 7 to 8 p.m. Attendees
will be welcome to pray, hear poetic
expressions, and share spiritual
inspirations to welcome 2021. For
more information, visit facebook.
com/DIAdublin.

Now Through
Thursday, Feb. 11
Lions Club
Seafood Fundraiser

Livermore Lions Club is now
taking orders for its annual seafood
fundraiser. This year’s event will
feature cioppino, a delicious Italian
stew, brimming with shellfish,
tomatoes, wine, spices and herbs.
Each 64-ounce container of ciop-
pino serves four and comes with a
casse croute bread round. The cost
is $65 per order. Deadline to place
orders is Thursday, Feb. 11. Take
out service will be Tuesday and
Wednesday, Feb. 16 and 17, from
9 to 11:30 a.m., at The Singing
Wine Maker, 5143 Tesla Ave., in
Livermore. To order, contact Ben
at ben_barrientos1121@att.net
or call 805-405-8743.

Now Until Saturday, March 6
Give the Gift of Swim
American Swim Academy is
offering its 2021 Winter Camps for
age 6 months to 15 years. Camps
run weekly for 30 minutes with
class ratios as low as 2:1. Gift
certificates are now available. The
academy is also hiring for positions
in Dublin, Livermore and Walnut
Creek. For more information, visit
americanswimacademy.com.

Enter events online at www.independentnews.com/calendar or

email calendar@independentnews.com for print.

Wednesday, Jan. 13 to
Wednesday, May 19
Coffee Hour for Seniors

Zoom “Coffee Hour for Seniors”
will resume once a month, on
Wednesday mornings, beginning
inJanuary. The Zoom get-togethers
will take place from 10:00 a.m. to
11:00 a.m. on Jan. 13, Feb. 17,
March 17, April 14 and May 19.
For more information, visit dublin.
ca.gov/380/Special-Events.

ONGOING WEEKLY EVENTS

Livermore Downtown
Farmers Market Open for
the Season

Open Sundays, from 9:00 a.m.
to 1 p.m., at Carnegie Town Square
(South K Street between Third and
Fourth St.) 2155 Third St.

Pleasanton Farmers Market
Open for the Season

Open Saturdays, from 10 to
1 p.m., at Main Street and West
Angela Street. Seniors 60 and
over are welcome for specialized
shopping from 9 to 10 a.m.

Six Feet Apart Productions
Shares Art From a Distance
Sunday Night Stories is an on-
line show with people sharing true
stories, poetry, comedy, music
and more, featuring an eclectic mix
of entertainment to feel connected
in times of social distancing and
self-isolation, live every week,
on Sundays, at 7:30 p.m. For
more information, visit facebook.
com/pg/Six-Feet-Apart-Produc-
tions or eventbrite.com/e/sun-
day-night-stories.

TRI-VALLEY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Stress Relief Recovery
International

A confidential, peer-led, self-
help group for stress relief will take
place Sundays, at 2 p.m., via con-
ference call. Get guidance on
practicing a method developed 80
years ago by psychiatrist Abraham
A. Low to replace the ‘defeatist
babble of the brain, with secure
thinking to help cope with the
stressful events in our everyday
lives. Call 925-515-604-9094, ID
192451547 #.

VIRTUAL ONLINE EVENTS
-AVAILABLE ANYTIME

Register for Virtual and
Outdoor Activities

Do you want to learn a new
skill, dabble in a new art form, get
into shape, or finally take up that
new hobby you've pushed back for
so long? The Pleasanton Library
and Recreation Department is now
offering a wide variety of virtual
and outdoor in-person courses
this fall. Registration is open for
everything from coding, web design
and engineering courses to art,
public speaking, and outdoor group
exercise. There are even courses on
LEGO and Minecraft. Sign up now
at https://bit.ly/33BNAoU.

EBRPD Brings “Parks to
People”

East Bay Regional Park Dis-
trict is committed to the idea
of lifelong learning and helping
people make their own discov-
eries about local parks. The re-
sources they have complied are
designed to be used at home, in

a classroom or part of any online
learning. For more information, vis-
it www.ebparks.org/activities/
digital_learning/default.htm.

LARPD Now on YouTube

ELivermore Area Recreation &
Park District is featuring videos for
all ages with virtual activities, in-
cluding Basketball Academy, Mys-
tery Craft Making Activities and
many more to come. Visit www.
larpd.org to subscribe and receive
notifications as new videos are
available.

Music Together Tri-Valley
Supports Early Childhood
Development

This international, award-win-
ning, early-childhood music pro-
gram supports parents with songs
and musical activities to enjoy with
their children through play-based
learning curriculum, designed to
help everyone learn to sing in tune
and keep a beat. For more informa-
tion, visit www.musictogether.com.

Pacific Chamber Orchestra
Offers Musical Podcast

During this time of challenge,
PCO continues to bring every-
one beautiful music made in-
sightful. Conductor Lawrence
Kohl is pleased to announce the
launch of a series of podcasts of
musician interviews and conver-
sations about the music. Subscribe
to listen at www.pacificchamber-
orchestra.org.
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Virginia E. McFann, wife
and mother, passed away on
Saturday, Dec. 26, 2020, at
the age of 88, due to compli-
cations from a fall at home.

Virginia was born on
April 16, 1932, in Seattle,
Washington, to Otis and
Elizabeth (McCuaig) Las-
siter. She graduated high
school from Venice High in
1949, received an AA from
Santa Monica college and a
BA in history from UCLA.
After receiving her BA, she
returned to UCLA to earn a
teaching credential.

She taught for a few
years in the Los Angeles
School system before leav-
ing to start a family. On June
26, 1955, Virginia married
Charles B. McFann, Jr. They
raised four sons, Gregory,
Brian, Garret, and Kent.
They settled in Livermore
in 1962 and were active in
the community.

After raising her sons,
Virginia returned to educa-
tion, becoming a special

Virginia McFann
April 16, 1932 - Dec. 26, 2020

education paraprofessional
for Livermore Valley Joint
Unified School District,
where she served for 20
years.

A violinist, Virginia was
a founding member of the
Livermore-Amador Sym-
phony. For 52 years, her pas-
sion for supporting music in
the Livermore Valley was
demonstrated through hold-
ing almost every leadership
position within the Sym-
phony Guild. After retiring
LVJUSD, she helped young
musicians by volunteering
with the Junction Avenue

Middle School string pro-
gram. She also played in
the orchestra for hundreds
of community theater pro-
ductions and was proud of
her part in helping students
obtain scholarships to study
music.

Virginia is survived by
her husband, Charlesl her
four sons and their wives,
Gregory and Josephine,
Brian, Garret and Julie-
Ann, and Kent and April; as
well as five grandchildren,
Steven, Caitlin, Donovan,
Aidan, and Mark; and her
long-time caregiver and
friend, Zakia Hazrati.

Due to concerns about
Covid-19, the memorial
service has been postponed
until it is safe to gather
again. A virtual service is
pending. Donations may be
made in Virginia’s honor
to the Livermore-Amador
Symphony Association at
livermoreamadorsymphony.
org/donations.html.

Virgina Agapay Abaya Advincula
May 17, 1936 - Sept. 2, 2020

Virginia A. Advincula,
former resident of Liver-
more, passed away Sept. 2,
2020, in Corona, California.
She was 84 years old.

Born in Moncada, Tar-
lac, Philippines, on May
17, 1936, she was one of
12 children. She married
her husband, Dr. Ricardo
Advincula, in 1955 and had
five children. They moved
to the U.S. in 1985.

Ricardo preceded her
in death on July 13, 2013.
Virginia loved her Lord and
her conversations professed
that love and witness. She
enjoyed spending time with
family, reminiscing about
growing up in the Philip-

pines, and reading her Bible.

Virginia spent the last
few years traveling between
the homes of her children.
Wherever she was visiting,
it was a great treat to enjoy
authentic Filipino food!
Many stories and laughs
were exchanged over adobo,

pancit, lumpia and bibinka.

She is survived by her
five children, Richard
(Emerlita) Advincula, Tom
Joshua (Ruth) Advincula,
Joel (Jennifer) Advincula,
Nettie-Ann (Arthur) Lee
and Joseph Advincula. She
leaves behind eight grand-
children, Joshua, Jacob,
Daniel, Noah, Evangelynne,
Natalie, Gabriel and Chris-
topher.

Services were held at
Holy Cross Catholic Cem-
etery and Funeral Home in
Avondale, Arizona, on Sept.
19, 2020. Burial followed at
Holy Cross Catholic Cem-
etery (Avondale) where she
was laid beside her husband.

Barbara Cecelia Kaifer,
90, passed away on Dec. 21,
2020, in Pleasanton.

Barbara was born in
Alameda, on Sept. 9, 1930,
the only child of Joseph Ar-
thur Ghiselli and Dominica
Angela Bianco. Barbara
graduated from Alameda
High School in 1948 and re-
ceived an Associate of Arts
degree from the University
of California, Berkeley, in
1950.

Barbara married Robert
Kaifer of San Leandro, on
April 12, 1953. Barbara and
Bob settled in Livermore,
where they raised their
three daughters. While rais-
ing her children, Barbara
volunteered at St. Michael
School, serving on the St.
Michael School Board and
managing the school li-
brary.

Barbara also volunteered
for 40 years at the Valley-

Barbara Cecelia Kaifer
Sept. 9, 1930 - Dec. 21, 2020

Care hospital thrift shop.
She cherished the friends
she made at the thrift shop
over the years.

Family was everything
to Barbara. She enjoyed
getting together with her
aunts, uncles, and cousins
for holidays and parties,
and she particularly loved
having her children and
grandchildren visit. Bar-
bara was an accomplished
seamstress and sewed and
knitted beautiful sweaters
and clothes for her family.

Barbara was also an avid
football fan, and she and
Robert were longtime Cal
Bear football season ticket
holders through good sea-
sons and less good seasons.

Barbara’s beloved hus-
band, Robert, died four
weeks prior to Barbara’s
passing. Barbara is survived
by her three daughters and
their husbands, Roberta
Bandy (Tom) of Livermore,
Margo Miller (Bradley) of
Woodland, California, and
Alison Peterson (Steven) of
Arlington, Massachusetts;
and eight grandchildren,
Joe Bandy (Michelle), Me-
lissa Bandy, Amy Bandy,
Brandon Miller (Maritza),
Holly Miller, Heidi Miller,
Lauren Peterson and An-
drew Peterson.

Donations in her memo-
ry may be made to Valley-
Care Charitable Foundation
or to your favorite charity.

Ellen Powers Gully
passed away peacefully
on Dec. 11, 2020, after a
decade-long battle with Par-
kinson’s Disease.

Ellen was born in Tuc-
son, Arizona, on Nov. 24,
1932, to Maurice and Ev-
elyn Powers. She was the
third of four children, with
brother Don and sisters Di-
ana and Marion. The family
moved to Richmond during
World War II and then to
Fort Bragg in 1945. Ellen
went to Fort Bragg High
School and graduated in
1950.

She also met her sweet-
heart, Art, at Fort Bragg
High, and they married
on Jan. 5, 1951. Shortly
thereafter, Art joined the
Air Force and served for
four years in Germany and
stateside during the Korean
War. Daughter Stephanie
was born in 1954, followed
by sons Brian in 1956 and
Kelly in 1958.

Ellen and Art moved the
family to San Luis Obispo
in the fall of 1958, while Art
attended school at Cal Poly.
After receiving her PHT
(Pushing Hubby Through)
award at Cal Poly in 1961,
Ellen and family moved to

Ellen Powers Gully
Nov. 24, 1932 - Dec. 11, 2020

the Campbell and Saratoga
area. In 1968, the family
moved to Pleasanton and
remained there for 44 years,
where Ellen made many
friends.

Ellen truly enjoyed cook-
ing and entertaining friends
and family. Throughout
her life, she continuously
worked as a bookkeeper,
receptionist, and retail man-
ager, while meticulously
maintaining a household and
being active in her children’s
lives. Ellen attended the
First Presbyterian Church
for many years and was
active in a local chapter of
Beta Sigma Phi for over
50 years, as well as volun-
teering for the Open Heart
Kitchen.

She enjoyed crafting of
all kinds, including scrap-
booking, needlework, and

making greeting cards for
everyone for all occasions.
She even learned calligraphy
to master her card-making
skills. She was known for
never forgetting a birthday,
anniversary or holiday, and
prided herself on being the
first Christmas card that her
friends and family received
after Thanksgiving.

Ellen had many friends
across the U.S. that she
stayed in contact with
throughout her life. Once
she was your friend, she
stayed your friend for life.
Ellen enjoyed traveling and
traveled to Alaska, Hawaii,
many national parks, and
visited friends all across the
country.

Ellen is survived by her
husband, Arthur; sister,
Diana Fuentes; daughter,
Stephanie Osbrink; and
sons, Brian and Kelly. El-
len treasured visiting her
seven grandkids and four
great grandkids.

She was a thoughtful,
kind, loving wife, mother,
friend, and grandmother,
and all were blessed to have
her in their lives. She was
loved and respected deeply
and will forever live on in
our hearts.

Mary Fotos, a life-long
resident of Livermore, died
on Dec. 27, 2020, at the age
of 93.

Born on Aug. 20, 1927,
to the late Christopher and
Matina (Rovatsos) Chakires,
Mary was a 1946 graduate of
Livermore High School and
married Frank Fotos of San
Francisco on Sept. 11, 1955.

Mary Fotos
Aug. 20, 1927 - Dec. 27, 2020

Mary is lovingly remem-
bered by her son, Perry Fo-
tos; daughter-in-law, Annette
(Paradiso) Fotos; grand-
children, Courtney (Fotos)
Zinke-Zagarella, Frank
Fotos, and Nicholas Fotos
great grandsons, Jaxon and
Brayden Zinke-Zagarella;
and her brother, Sam Cha-
kires. She was preceded in

death by her husband, Frank;
brother, Kyriakos Chakires;
and sister, Julia (Chakires)
Lembesis.

Mary was a beautiful
person, devoted daughter,
loving wife, caring mother,
doting grandmother and one
of the kindest people you
could ever meet. She will be
deeply missed.

Gail Stuart Preston
passed away peacefully in
Woodland, California, on
Nov. 21, 2020, at the age
of 92.

Gail was born on July
3, 1928, in Taft, California.
His parents, Harold Melville
Preston and Lolita Blanche
Pemberton Preston, were
happy to have a son, Gail,
and a daughter, the late
Nancy Lolita Preston. Gail
was a third-generation Cali-
fornian on his mother’s side
and fourth generation on his
father’s.

Gail served in the U.S.
Army at the close of WWII
in the Philippines as a cor-
poral and later in the Korean
conflict as a 1st Lt. Good in
school, Gail graduated with
adegree in civil engineering
from UC Berkeley in 1954.

His early career was
at US Steel Corporation,
where he was a senior en-
gineer for the American
Bridge Division and later
with the State of California
as a staff engineer. Hold-
ing three licenses with the
State of California — civil,
structural, and mechanical,
he was a lifelong member
of the American Society of

Gail Stuart Preston
July 3, 1928 - Nov. 21, 2020

Civil Engineers.

Gail had one son, Joseph,
with his first wife, Joy Scott
Preston, both of whom pre-
deceased him. His daughter-
in-law survives him, June
Jeanette Heichman Preston.
He has three stepsons with
his second wife, Ada Hol-
loway Preston — William
Martz Holloway (Patricia),
his namesake, Jeffrey Gail
Holloway (Randie) and
James Carl Holloway. His
niece, Kathleen Ann Wil-
hoyte Hanson, and nephews,
William Cave Wilhoyte and
John Welch Wilhoyte, also
survive him.

Gail’s later years were
spent first in Sacramento and
then in Dixon, California.
Along with his wife Ada, he

spearheaded the special elec-
tion blocking the construc-
tion of a new racetrack ca-
sino in the town of Dixon in
2007 and 2008. The “Dump
the Downs” campaign suc-
ceeded in preserving the rural
farming character of Dixon
— something that made Gail
very proud.

Gail was grateful of his
good fortune and donated
to over 50 charities. An avid
bridge player, Gail enjoyed
weekly games and kept up
with periodic bridge classes.
He also square danced, gar-
dened and was an excellent
correspondent to friends,
sending frequent cards and
notes.

Always interested in new
things, he was also a vora-
cious reader, took Spanish
classes and tutored English
as a second language. Al-
though an engineer by trade,
Gail was also sensitive to
the beauty of nature and the
arts. He pursued watercolor
painting, producing numer-
ous beautiful works, as well
as enjoying the guitar.

Gail’s final resting place
is Memory Gardens in Liver-
more.

Mardono was born in
Woodland, California, on
July 17, 1982, and passed
away on Dec. 10, 2020, in
San Francisco, California.

He is survived by his
son, Trey Micheletti; his
father, Mike Micheletti; his
mother, Ophelia D. But-
ler; his sisters, Darcy Wills
(Donald), Landi Micheletti,
Veronica Micheletti, and
Jaymee Micheletti (Jason);
his niece, Andrea Wills; and
his nephews, Derek Wills,
Robert Lignell and Romeo
Lignell.

MJ spent his first four
years in Woodland before

Mardono Micheletti
July 17, 1982 - Dec. 10, 2020

moving to San Ramon in
1986. In 1990, he moved
to Danville and attended
Greenbrook Elementary
School, Charlotte Wood
Middle School and San
Ramon Valley High School.

MJ spent most of his
time working as an electri-
cian with his father and
joined the Army in 2005
before returning to his trade.
MJ’s passion for life came
through with his contagious
laugh, love for Mustangs
whether they were old or
new and care for others. He
had an uncanny ability to try
to calm those around him

and bring joy in the middle
of a storm.

MJ spent his life living
with the simple pleasures;
drinking coffee with too
much sugar, dancing like no
one was watching, and try-
ing to make his sisters laugh.
MJ is loved dearly and is
the link that will forever be
missed.

In lieu of flowers, the
family has requested that
remembrances be made in
the form of contributions
to Glide Memorial Church
in San Francisco. A private
service was held at Queen
of Heaven.

Viktor Erwin Hampel
passed away on Dec. 26,
2020, at the age of 90.

He was born in Vilnius,
Lithuania, to Richard and
Edith Hampel of German
descent. His only sister,
Gisela, was seven years
older. The family faithfully
attended the German Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church and
school.

In 1940, at the age of
10, Viktor’s life changed
dramatically with the start
of WWII. His family was
forced to flee twice in the
middle of the night, mov-
ing westward as refugees
toward safety. As a young
boy of 14 years of age,
he experienced the Nazi
propaganda and witnessed
firsthand the destruction of
Dresden. These experiences
affected him deeply and he
spoke of them often in his
later years with a fuller un-
derstanding of the incredible
tragedies experienced by
him and others.

In spite of these events,
he held onto his dream of
becoming a scientist and in-
ventor. He had a workshop,
in which he would take
things apart to see how they
worked and run his experi-
ments. This led to side jobs
with which he earned money
to help the family.

In 1950, at the age of 20,
he received a one-year, full
scholarship to study at the
University of Mississippi.
In America, he found hope
and peace, and in 1952, im-
migrated as a refugee. His
first job was at Sciaky Bros.
in Chicago as a research
technician in their develop-
ment laboratory.

In Oak Park, Chicago, he
met his lifelong love, An-

Viktor Erwin Hampel
May 20, 1930 - Dec. 26, 2020

nelies, who also had recently
immigrated from Germany.
They were married in 1954,
and shortly thereafter, Vik-
tor was drafted into the
Army during the Korean
war. They were stationed at
Dugway Proving Grounds,
Utah. Through the GI bill,
Viktor was able to continue
his education at UCLA and
graduated with a B.S. in
physics.

Soon after, he read in
Reader’s Digest of the work
being done at Lawrence
Radiation Laboratory (now
LLNL). He applied and was
hired as a physicist, and
in 1960, the young family
moved up to Livermore.

Viktor’s career at the
LLNL was filled with
creation, innovation and
achievements. Through the
lab, he continued his educa-
tion and received his mas-
ter's degree in nuclear engi-
neering from UC Berkeley.

In the early 1960s, Vic
worked as group leader for
the PLUTO Nuclear Propul-
sion Program for nuclear
cruise missiles. Later, he
founded the Technology
Information Systems Pro-
gram, which developed and
commercialized software to
connect computers and al-
low dissimilar computers to
talk to each other worldwide
and in networks.

In 1987, he began a two-

year assignment to the Pen-
tagon, establishing a pro-
gram for the protection of
sensitive data using public
key cryptology. After retir-
ing from the lab in 1990,
he continued consulting
in Washington D.C with
USAID and private firms
in computer security before
retiring in San Ramon.

Viktor’s faith in Jesus
Christ became the corner-
stone of his life, and his
greatest joy was helping
his family and friends live
out their faith. He did this
through encouraging let-
ters, long conversations and
financial support. He always
had a heart to help the down
trodden, as he remembered
those who had helped him
when he was in need.

In his later years, he en-
joyed spending time with
his grandchildren, teaching
them to think creatively and
pursue their dreams.

Viktor is survived by his
loving wife of 66 years, An-
nelies; his three daughters
and their spouses, Angelica
and George Gonzalez of
Fresno, California, Karine
and Andy Villeggiante of
Santa Rosa, California, and
Tania and Darryl Smith of
Pleasanton, California; and
by his seven grandchildren,
David, Vanessa, Daniel,
Michael, Bradley, Davis and
Marcus; and great-grand-
daughter, Cecily.

We will always carry his
loving memory in our hearts
and will celebrate his life at
a future date when COV-
ID-19 restrictions are lifted.
Memorial donations may be
made in Viktor Hampel’s
name to Kaiser Martinez
Hospice, 200 Muir Road,
Martinez, CA, 94553.
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Firefighters walked from Livermore to the City of Alameda on Jan. 3 to honor firefighters
who lost their lives to suicide. (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

ACE

(Continued from first page)

Authority Board noted a
number of reasons why
the Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) with
SJIRRC was advantageous
for the Valley Link proj-
ect. One of them includes
ACE’s exemplary safety
record in managing the
operations of both the ACE
commuter rail service for
over 20 years and the Am-
trak San Joaquins for over

Link service and is respon-
sible for all governance and
project funding, policies,
planning, development,
implementation and service
decisions.

The Tri-Valley-San Joa-
quin Valley Regional Rail
Authority was created by
the California Legislature
in 2017 with the passage
of Assembly Bill 758, co-
authored by Assembly-

The San Joaquin Regional Rail Commission was selected
to manage the operation of the future Valley Link commuter
rail service. (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

seven years.

“Akey Valley Link goal
is project implementation
that is fast, cost-effective
and responsive to the goals
and objectives of the com-
munities it will serve,” said
Veronica Vargas, current
Rail Authority vice chair.
“Valley Link is essential
to our post-pandemic eco-
nomic recovery, and I be-
lieve this partnership with
ACE will help us to meet
our goals and support our
communities and struggling
workforce.”

Under the terms of the
MOU, the Regional Rail
Authority Board remains
the owner of the Valley

woman Catharine Baker,
R-San Ramon and Assem-
blywoman Susan Eggman,
D-Stockton. The authority’s
primary purpose is to plan,
develop and deliver cost-
effective transit connectiv-
ity between the San Joaquin
Valley and the Bay Area.
The Authority is gov-
erned by a Board of Di-
rectors appointed by its
15-member agencies, in-
cluding: the Town of Dan-
ville; the cities of San Ra-
mon, Dublin, Pleasanton,
Livermore, Tracy, Manteca,
Lathrop and Stockton; the
Mountain House Commu-
nity Services District; the
counties of Alameda and

San Joaquin; the Livermore
Amador Valley Transit Au-
thority (LAVTA); the San
Francisco Bay Area Rapid
Transit (BART); and ACE.

The Valley Link proj-
ect would include seven
stations along 42 miles
of track, connecting the
existing Dublin/Pleasanton
BART Station to the pro-
posed ACE North Lathrop
Station. Trains would be
scheduled to allow for con-
venient transfers to BART.
The first Valley Link trains
could be placed into service
in 2028.

The total cost of the
Tri-Valley portion of Valley
Link is estimated at $1.2
billion. Of that, about $708
million in funding for the
project has been secured,
including an allocation
of $400 million in Mea-
sure BB funds. The Alam-
eda County Transportation
Commission (ACTC) in
September voted to reallo-
cate those funds originally
earmarked for the proposed
BART to Livermore exten-
sion.

When built, Valley Link
will carry 33,000 passen-
gers a day in 2040, reducing
vehicle miles traveled by
99.3 million each year and
eliminating between 33,000
to 42,000 metric tons of
greenhouse gas emissions
(GHG) per year, depend-
ing on the vehicle technol-
ogy selected. Currently, the
Regional Rail Authority is
considering three technolo-
gies that include two zero-
emission technologies: bat-
tery/electric and hydrogen.

A recent Economic Im-
pact Study performed by
PGH Wong found that dur-
ing construction, Valley
Link will create 22,000 jobs
with an economic impact on
the region of $3.5 billion.
During service, Valley Link
will create 400 jobs and an
economic impact of $69
million per year.

For more information,
visit www.valleylinkrail.
com.

for Change Tri-Valley
RoverntyjAlleviation Program

During COVID-19 restrictions - PFCTV is hosting
ZOOM weekly meetings! Send a text,

call or email 650-474-9962, director@pfctv.org
and you will get sent the Zoom Link

Are you or someone you know facing
continuous financial hardship, and feel like
the constant cycle of poverty is endless?

Looking for a long-term solution to lift you out of
your current situation so that you and your family
can be less stressed? Partner for Change is a
long-term effort to create community, support,
encouragement, empowerment, and most
importantly, education around poverty. We are
committed to helping every individual and family
we work with a wraparound support system that
improved lives, income and stability.

For more information visit: Www.pfctv.org or Call/Text or
Email Annie Corbett, Executive Director, Partners for Change Tri-Valley

650-474-9962 - director@pfctv.org

OUR LOCAL NONPROFITS NEED YOUR
SUPPORT, PLEASE DONATE IF YOU ARE ABLE!

Amador Questers

1089 Geneva Street
Livermore, CA 94550-5661
925-292-8123
www.CalQuest.org
www.questers1944.org

Amador Valley Lions Club
P.O. Box 1764

Pleasanton, CA 94566

(925) 290-7592
Amador.valley.lions@gmail.com

Assistance League Amador Valley
PO. Box 11843

Pleasanton, CA 94588

925-461-6401
Assistanceleague.org/Amador-valley/

Axis Community Health

5925 W. Las Positas Blvd., Suite 100
Pleasanton, CA 94588
925-201-6068

Axishealth.org

Big Bay Ray, Inc.
Bigbayray16@gmail.com
925-523-3133

Bigbayray.com

Blankets For Kids

7580 Driftwood Way

Pleasanton, CA 94588
925-846-6155

Cantabella Children’s Chorus
PO. Box 131

Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-292-2663

Cantabella.org

Cheza Nami

5424 Sunol Blvd. Suite 10-15
Pleasanton, CA 94566
chezanami.org

Christian Youth Theater Tri-Valley
PO. Box 1586

Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-421-1351

cyttrivalley.org

CityServe of Tri-Valley
PO. Box 1613
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-223-6947

cityservetrivalley.org

Community Health
Education Fund
CHEF/TVNF

C/O Maria Mancini
PO. Box is 420
Livermore, CA 94551

Culinary Angels
4435 First St., #142
Livermore, CA 94550
CulinaryAngels.org

Drivers For Survivors
39270 Paseo Padre Pkwy #335
Fremont, CA 94536
510-369-5770
driversforsurvivors.org

Exceptional Needs Network
PO. Box 3149

Livermore, CA 94551
925-215-2281

ennetwork.org

Fertile GroundWorks
4743 East Avenue
Livermore, CA 94550
925-344-9090
Fertilegroundworks.org

Friends of the Livermore Library
P.O. Box 2483

Livermore, CA 94551
www.friendsoflivermorelibrary.org

Friends of Open Space and Vineyards
PO. Box 1191
Livermore, CA 94551

fov.org

Goodness Village

1660 Freisman Rd.
Livermore, Ca 94551
Goodnessvillage.community

Hively

6601 Owens Drive, Suite 100
Pleasanton, CA 94588
925-417-8733

BeHively.org

Hope Hospice

6377 Clark Ave.

Dublin, CA 94568
925-829-8770
HopeHospice.com/donate

Interfaith Sharing Inc.
678 Enos Way

Livermore, CA 94551
925-366-5567

saintbartslivermore.com

Livermore-Amador Symphony Guild
PO. Box 1049

Livermore, CA 94551

925-447-6454
Livermoreamadorsymphony.org/guild

Livermore Area Recreation and
Park District Foundation

P.O. Box 3403

Livermore, CA 94551
925-373-5730
Larpd.org/larpd-foundation

Livermore Art Association
PO. Box 216

Livermore, CA 94551
925-449-9927
Livermoreartassociation.org

Livermore Filipino-American
Organization, Inc.

PO. Box 172

Livermore, CA 94551
Livermorefilam.org

Livermore Heritage Guild
PO. Box 961

Livermore, CA 94551
925-449-9927

Lhg.org

Livermore Homeless Refuge
4743 East Ave.

Livermore, CA 94550
925-895-4167
HomelessRefugeLivermore.com

Livermore Lab Foundation
c/o UC Office of National Labs
1111 Broadway, Suite 2130
Oakland, CA 94607
925-453-9382
Livermorelabfoundation.org
Livermore Lions Club

PO. Box 975

Livermore, CA 94551
805-405-8743

Livermore Pleasanton Fire Fighters
Foundation

4847 Hopyard Road

Suite 4, PMB 303

Pleasanton, CA 94588

Livermore Valley Education
Foundation

849 East Stanley Boulevard

PMB Box 143

Livermore, CA 94550

LVEForg

Livermore Valley Opera
P.O. Box 1002

Livermore, CA 94551
925-321-6964
Livermorevalleyopera.com

Livermore Valley
Performing Arts Center
2400 First St.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-373-6100
LivermoreArts.com
Museum on Main
603 Main Street
Pleasanton, CA 94566
902-462-2766
Museumonmain.org
NAMI Tri-Valley

PO. Box 5563
Pleasanton CA 94566
925-980-5331
www.nami-trivalley.org

Open Heart Kitchen
1141 Catalina Dr. # 137,
Livermore CA 9 4550
(mailing address only)
925-580-1616
OpenHeartKitchen.org

Pacific Locomotive Assoc., Inc.
Ogerators of Niles Canyon Railway
PO. Box 515

Sunol, CA 94586-0515

(510) 996-8420

NCRY.ORG

Partners for Change Tri-Valley
4743 East Ave.

Livermore, CA 94550
650-474-9962

pfctv.org

Paws In Need
Info@Paws-In-Need.org
925-551-1877
Paws-In-Need.org

Pleasanton Art League
PO. Box 23

Pleasanton, CA 94566
Pal-art.com

Pleasanton Community Concert Band
PO. Box 135

Pleasanton, CA 94566
info@pleasantonband.org
PleasantonBand.org

Reins In Motion
Therapeutic Riding Program
P.O. Box 1001

Livermore, CA 94551
reinsinmotionca.com

Rotarian Foundation of Livermore
P.O. Box 2181

Livermore, CA 94551-2181
http://www.rotarianfoundationlivermore.org

Sandra J. Wing Healing
Therapies Foundation

5890 Stoneridge Dr., Suite 104
Pleasanton, CA 94588
866-862-7270
HealingTherapiesFoundation.org

Senior Support Program
of The Tri-Valley

5353 Sunol Blvd.

Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-931-5378

SSPTV.org

Shakespeare’s Associates, dba
Livermore Shakespeare Festival
PO. Box 2616

Livermore, CA 94551

(925) 443-2273
LivermoreShakes.org

Shepherds Gate
1660 Portola Ave.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-443-4283
ShepherdsGate.org

SPECTRUM Community
Services, Inc/Meals on Wheels
2621 Barrington Ct.

Hayward, CA 94545
510-881-0300

SpectrumCS.org

Sunflower Hill
info@sunflowerhill.org
925-800-1042
SunFlowerhill.org

The Taylor Family Foundation
P.O. Box 2450

Livermore CA, 94551
925-455-5118

TTIForg

Tri-Valley Animal Rescue
PO. Box 11143

Pleasanton, CA 94588
TVAR.org

Tri-Valley Conservancy
1457 First St.

Livermore, CA 94550
925-449-8706
Trivalleyconservnacy.org

Tri-Valley Haven
3663 Pacific Ave.
Livermore, CA 94551
925-449-5842
TriValleyHaven.org

Tri-Valley Nonprofit Alliance
PO. Box 2467

Livermore, CA 94550

TVNPA.org

Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre
PO. Box 1445

Pleasanton, CA 94566
info@trivalleyrep.com
Trivalleyrep.org

ValleyCare Charitable
Foundation/Stanford Health
Care-ValleyCare

1111 E. Stanley Blvd.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-373-4560
GiveValleyCare.org

Valley Concert Chorale
P.O. Box 286

Livermore, CA 94551
Valleyconcertchorale.org

Valley Dance Theatre
2247-B Second St.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-243-0925
Valleydancetheatre.com

Valley Humane Society
3670 Nevada St.
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-426-8656

FREE NONPROFIT LISTING FOR LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS.

If you would like to be added please email kim@independentnews.com
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Volunteers Needed at Tri-Valley Haven

Tri-Valley Haven, a non-profit, crisis intervention agency, has been serving
survivors of sexual assault, domestic violence, homelessness and poverty
within the Tri-Valley area for over 40 years. Last year alone, the Haven
answered 2,345 crisis calls, provided 1,274 counseling and support sessions,
and sheltered over 230 individuals and families.

According to data from the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence,
32.9% of California women and 27.3% of California men experience intimate
partner physical violence, intimate partner sexual violence and/or intimate
partner stalking in their lifetimes. 1 in 3 women and 1 in 4 men in the United
States have experienced some form of physical violence by an intimate
partner. Tri-Valley Haven offers a listening and supportive presence, helping
local survivors understand their options and the resources available to them.

The Haven is looking for dedicated, enthusiastic individuals who are interested
in training to be domestic violence, sexual assault, or legal clinic advocates.
The 70-hour training course will begin on Tuesday, Jan. 26. Classes will be
held every Tuesday and Thursday evening, from 6:30 to 10 p.m., over Zoom,
for approximately 10 weeks. Volunteers who successfully complete the training
will be certified to volunteer and assist clients that need help and resources.

Important training topics covered include active listening, domestic violence
and sexual assault overview, cultural competency, legal advocacy and many
more. Volunteers must be 18 years of age or older. Volunteer applications
and role descriptions can be found at trivalleyhaven.org. For more information,

contact Shadab at 925-667-2711 or shadab @trivalleyhaven.org. j
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FOUNDER

(Continued from first page)

“When I first joined
the orchestra in 1975,
Virginia was a violinist
in the orchestra and offi-
cially the orchestra man-
ager,” said Frank. “She
welcomed me into the
orchestra with a big smile
and everyone else, too. At
every dress rehearsal, she
would give instructions
on proper concert dress
and admonish us not to
wear red socks.”

Committed to the
growing City of Liver-
more, McFann was
strong and determined
in her vision for the com-
munity and the future of
its arts culture.

“I can only express
how much I loved spend-

ing time with her; how
important she was to the
formation and growth of
the Livermore Amador
Symphony Orchestra,”
said Lara Webber, music
director and conductor
for LAS. “She was such
a catalyst for good in
our community, beloved
by all.”

She was such a popu-
lar force in the orchestra
that many of her relation-
ships, which began on
the symphony stage, ex-
tended beyond the lime-
light and remained strong
throughout the years.

“Virginia was such
a good friend. To strike
up a friendship, I invited
her out to Chinese lunch

in Dublin, 25 plus years
ago. That was before 1
knew she was terrible
with driving directions,”
longtime friend De-
nise Leddon said, while
laughing. “For years as
night owls, Virginia and
I would meet after or-
chestra rehearsal for ice
cream at the old Butter-
cup Pantry in Livermore.
Virginia would go out
of her way to find me at
my Saturday volunteer
commitment for another
group to help deliver
symphony mail. All my
friends at that volunteer
post got to know Virginia
very well.”

It has been a particu-
larly challenging season

for members of the LAS,
who have suffered the
loss of several colleagues
including Walt Davies,
Marie Ruzicka and most
recently, McFann.

“It has been a difficult
year for the symphony,”
said Frank. “We have
now lost three old-timers
who strongly supported
the symphony from the
earliest days up to their
deaths ... Virginia was
the heart and soul of
this orchestra for most
of the existence of this
symphony. I will miss
her dearly.”

McFann is survived
by her husband Charles
and four sons: Greg, Bri-
an, Gary and Kent.

LEGAL NOTICES

FOR INFORMATION
PLACING
LEGAL NOTICES
Call 925-243-8000

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. RG 20076346

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA COUNTY OF
ALAMEDA

TOALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner:

Senait M. Abraha

1250 Lakeland Dr.

Livermore, CA 94551

(408) 786-4336,

filed a petition with this
court for a decree chang-
ing names as follows:
Present Name:

Senait Mesfin Abraha
Proposed Name:

Senait Mesfin Piccigallo

THE COURT ORDERS

that all persons interested
in this matter appear before
this court at the hearing indi-
cated below to show cause,
if any, why the petition for
change of name should not
be granted. Any person ob-
jecting to the name changes
described above must file
a written objection that in-
cludes the reasons for the
objection at least two court
days before the matter is
scheduled to be heard and
must appear at the hearing
to show cause why the peti-
tion should not be granted. If
no written objection is timely
filed, the court may grant the
petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING

Date: 1/22/2021

Time: 11:00 AM

Dept: 17

The address of the court is:
Alameda County Administra-
tion Building 1221 Oak Street
Oakland, CA 94612

A copy of this Order To Show
Cause shall be published at
least once each week for
four successive weeks prior
to the date set for hearing on
the petition in the following
newspaper of general circu-
latition printed in this county:
The Independent Newspaper
2250 First Street,

Livermore, CA 94550

Dated: September 23, 2020
/s/: Judge Desautels,

The Independent Legal No.
4803 Published December
17, 24, 31, January 7, 2020.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 574355
The following person(s) doing
business as: Elenita’s Coffee,
7054 Dublin Meadows ST.
APT C, Dublin CA 94568, is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Enrique Ro-
jas, 7054 Dublin Meadows ST.
APT C, Dublin CA 94568. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first com-

menced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: N/A.
Signature of Registrant/s/:
Enrique Rojas, Founder/ CEO.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on December 3, 2020.
Expires December 3, 2025.
The Independent Legal No.
4804 Published December
17, 24, 31, January 7, 2020.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 574784
The following person(s) doing
business as: Nguyen Solu-
tions, 3029 Leger CT, Pleas-
anton, CA 94588, is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Ricky Nguyen, 3029
Leger CT, Pleasanton, CA
94588. This business is
conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: 01/01/2020.
Signature of Registrant/s/:
Ricky Nguyen, Owner. This
statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on November 24, 2020.
Expires November 24, 2025.
The Independent Legal No.
4805 Published December
17, 24, 31, January 7, 2020.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 575211
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Little Sugar
Sapes, 360 Quartz Circle,
Livermore, CA 94550, is
hereby registered by the
following owner(s): Shelley
0’Brien and Andrew Miller ,
360 Quartz Circle, Livermore,
CA 94550. This business
is conducted by a Married
Couple. The date on which
the registrant first com-
menced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: N/A.
Signature of Registrant/s/:
Shelley 0’Brien, Owner. This
statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on December 14, 2020.
Expires December 14, 2025.
The Independent Legal No.
4806 Published December
24, 31, January 7, 14, 2020.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 574877
The following person(s) doing
business as: Hodge Podge,
1941 Chestnut St, 1, Oak-
land, CA 94607, is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Jeri Lynn Snyder,
1941 Chestnut St, 1, Oakland
CA 94607. This business is
conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: 11/1/20. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Jeri
Lynn Snyder, Owner. This
statement was filed with

the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on December 1, 2020.
Expires December 1, 2025.
The Independent Legal No.
4807 Published December
24, 31, January 7, 14, 2020.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 575384
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Art’s Heating
& Cooling, 1048 Serpenting
Lane, Suite 314, Pleasan-
ton, CA 94566, is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): David A. Ghah-
ramany, 4500 The Woods
Dr. Apt#2233, San Jose,
CA 95136. This business is
conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: 2/29/16. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: David
A. Ghahramany, Owner. This
statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on December 18, 2020.
Expires December 18, 2025.
The Independent Legal No.
4808 Published December
31, January 7, 14, 21, 2020.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 575027
The following person(s) doing
business as: ASA Communi-
cations, 1515 Third Street,
Livermore, CA 94550, is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Stacey Kenison,
1515 Third Street, Livermore,
CA 94550. This business is
conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: 11/5/20. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Sta-
cey Kenison, Owner. This
statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on December 4, 2020.
Expires December 4, 2025.
The Independent Legal No.
4809 Published December
31, January 7, 14, 21, 2020.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 575467
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: The UPS
Store #3714, 4000 Pimlico
Dr., Pleasanton, CA 94588, is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Kharbanda
Services LLC 5771 Kingsmill
Terrace, Dublin, CA 94588.
This business is conducted
by a Limited Liability Com-
pany. The date on which the
registrant first commenced
to transact business un-
der the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: N/A.
Signature of Registrant/s/:
Kush Kharbanda, President.
This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of
Alameda on December 24,
2020. Expires December
24, 2025. The Independent

Legal No. 4810 Published
January 7, 14, 21, 28, 2020.

CLASSIFIEDS
ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT,

for adoption information con-
tact Valley Humane Society at
(925)426-8656

Tri-Valley
&)

Animal Rescue

Adopt a new best friend
TVAR
Tri-Valley Animal
Rescue

Our current weekly adoption
events include:

Saturdays - Dogs & Puppies
at Farmer’s Market in Pleas-
anton. The location is Deluc-
chi Park, 4501 First St. Hours:
10:00am to 1:00pm.
Saturdays & Sundays - Kit-
tens at Dublin PetSmart, 6960
Amador Plaza Rd. Hours:
11am to 3pm.

Visit our website, WWW.TVAR.
ORG, to see adoptable ani-
mals, volunteer opportunities,
and how to donate.

Follow TRI-VALLEY ANIMAL
RESCUE on Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram.

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION

Cat & kitten adoptions now at
the new Livermore Petco on
Saturdays from 10:00AM to
2:30PM. We have many ador-
able, tame kittens that have
been tested for FiV & FELV,
altered & vaccinated. We also
have adult cats & ranch cats

for adoption.

EMPLOYMENT

65) HELP WANTED
57) SERVICES

BE WARY of out of area com-
panies. Check with the local
Better Business Bureau be-
fore you send money or fees.
Read and understand any
contracts before you sign.
Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE
CLASSIFIED AD
Call (925)243-8000

MERCHANDISE
114) FOR SALE
115)ESTATE/ GARAGE/
YARD SALES
18) FREE SECTION
Free Pine & Oak Wood

You cut & haul it
Lots of Pine cones, too
Please call
(408)897-3156

127) LOST/ FOUND

NOTICES /
ANNOUNCEMENTS

155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: Cali-
fornia law requires that con-
tractors taking jobs that total
$500 or more (labor and/
or materials) be licensed
by the Contractors State Li-
cense Board. State law also

requires that contractors in-
clude their license numbers
on all advertising. Check your
contractor’s status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-CSLB
(2752). Unlicensed persons
taking jobs less than $500
must state in their adver-
tisements that they are not
licensed by the Contractors
State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE

170) LAND FOR RENT

157) OFFICE/HOUSE/CONDO /
DUPLEX/APT RENTAL

165) HOUSE/ROOMS/RENT-

ALS TO SHARE
160) BOAT / RV /
RENTAL SPACE

nTand Valley Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001
Re: Legal Notice for

The Federal Fair Housing Act,
Title VII of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, and state law
prohibit advertisements for
housing and employment
that contain any preference,
limitation or discrimination
based on protected classes,
including race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial status
or national origin. IVPC does
not knowingly accept any
advertisements that are in
violation of the law.

Classified Ads

HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF LIVERMORE
NOTIGE OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
RFP NO. P20003
PROJECT-BASED VOUCHER PROGRAM PARTNERSHIP

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON  D'JON PAUL SCOTT-MILLER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
TELEPHONE: (925)447-3600X208
E-MAIL: DJON@LIVERMOREHA.ORG
3203 LEAHY WAY, LIVERMORE, CA 94550
TDD/TTY: (800)545-1833X917

HHOW TO OBTAIN THE RFP DOCUMENTS ON THE LHA WEBSITE
1. ACCESS WWW.LIVERMOREHA.ORG
2. CLICK “WORKING WITH US” ON TOP RIBBON
3. CLICK “BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES”
4. DOWNLOAD RFP PACKET

PRE-PROPOSAL CONFERENCE NONE SCHEDULED

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT QUESTIONS ' FRIDAY, JANUARY 15, 2021, 3:00 PM PT
PROPOSAL SUBMITTALRETURN ~ EMAIL: DJON@LIVERMOREHA.ORG
PROPOSAL SUBMITTAL DEADLINE  FRIDAY, JANUARY 22, 2021, 3:00 PM PT

[SECTION 3, MINORITY- AND/OR WOMEN-OWNED BUSINESSES
ARE ENCOURAGED TO RESPOND]

Your local news source is delivered free

to readers in the Tri-Valley.

We are asking readers, who are able, to make a voluntary
subscription of $10 a month, or $100 a year.

You can sign up online at www.independentnews.com/contribute/
or mail a check to 2250 First St., Livermore, CA 94550

w indlependent

independentnews.com | 925.243.8000

Follow us on 'i u

Professional’s Choice
Real Estate Directory

Local guide to the Valley’s Leading
Real Estate Professionals & Services

Sandee Utterback
(925) 487-0524

(925) 998-8131 1o =

. CalBRE#00855150
Fracisco Realty WWW.SANDEEU.COM
Residential « Commercial * Property Mgmt Specializing in
MikeFracisco.com BERKSHIRE | Dysisle  Livermore's
m DRE #01378428 REALTOR® HomeServices roperties  Finest Homes
Cindy Greci Dominic Greci [SJ NICOLE SWEENEY
REALTOR®

(925) 784-1243
GRI

(925) 525-0864

@GRI -

vin
{ v =g LEGACY 1686 Second St, Livermore
BRE#01323804 BRE#01707140 T( y A L CalBRE #01965816 e
'\ Wi www.GreciGroup.com , Always There For You

§.d
DENNIS SERRAO

Broker Associate /REALTOR

Serving Livermore & Tri-Valley since 1999

dennis.rebroker@gmail.com

925.518.2142
nicole@nicolesweeneyhomes.com

w1

RPAITOR

THE KRISTY
PEIXOTO TEAM

Luxury homes, Ranches & Land Realtors

0 (925) 621-1210 TriValleyHomeSellers.com
1 u b . . . -
YAl [heKristyPeixotoTeam@gmail.com (925) 876-3756
#01943073 / #01193347 TheKristyPeixotoTeam.com Cal BRE#01251442

&
Nick and Barbara Lymberis " &
www.nickandbarbara.com g ‘

925-495-9832 ¥ "‘i'

40 Years Combined Experience
coLbweLL
BANKEGR O

7%, Gail Henderson | CHASE £y
BROKER ASSOCIATE, MPA
; —N “y\ COMMERCIAL * RESIDENTIAL Miche”e E”IOH‘
»-

Linda Newton
REALTOR®, GRI, SRES

(925) 216-2015
/ Linda@ElationRE.com
Y ElationRE.com
Seniors Specialists
CalBRE 01342934

Broker, CRS, SRES, GREEN® DRE #01312631

REAL ESTATE

Mortgage Banking
Serving Livermore and
Danville areas

h(923) ?}?2‘5648 Senior Home Lending Advisor
omes @gailhenderson.com 1o . 27a.
7y www.gailhenderson.com 92.5 212 6907. | Fax: 866-378-1616
y ! - michelle.d.elliott@chase.com
E ‘“ 7 .{’/frﬂ{(%//
0 s CalBRE #01709171 70

homeloans.chase.com/michelle.d.elliott @
NMLS ID: 694685

Gordon Corsie
Real Estate Broker
Scotsman Realty Group

CA DRE Lic # 0091100

LENDER

TO PLACE YOUR AD,
PLEASE CONTACT:

925.243.8010
kim@independentnews.com

Call/Text:

925.202.5497

& www.thescotsman.com

¥SCOTSMAN
REALTY GROUP
(925)290-8410

To Place Your Ad, Call or Email:

925.243.8010 kim@independentnews.com
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In Livermore Valley Joint Unified (LVJUSD), all children 18 and under can get free meal
pick-up service at East Avenue Middle School, Junction Avenue K-8 School, and Marylin
Avenue Elementary School, from noon to 1 p.m., Mondays through Fridays. Each child
will receive a breakfast and lunch.

(Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

MEALS

(Continued from first page)

meals for students also pro-
vide some relief for parents
juggling day jobs with the
added role of helping to
teach children at home en-
gaged in distance learning.

The program is not with-
out critics, and was de-
scribed this fall in a scathing
Wall Street Journal com-
mentary by Julie Gunlock
as a “welfare loophole”
under the headline “Govern-
ment Cheese for Wealthy
Moms: How to have lunch
at taxpayer expense and feel
virtuous about it.”

Even so, hard-hit school
food programs nationwide,
including those in the Tri-
Valley, are responding by
expanding free meal pro-
grams.

The Livermore Valley
Joint Unified School Dis-
trict (LVJUSD) now offers
to all students under 18
three free meals a day and a
snack at eight school sites.
Pleasanton Unified School
District (PUSD) has made
its drive-thru meal service
at seven locations “free for
all families in need” and
has added weekend meals.
Pleasanton will also waive
its application requirement
for no-cost meals.

Aside from periodic meal
price hikes, the Nutrition
Services Department is sel-

has been to our success. The 2015

dom on the Dublin school
board’s radar because it is
ordinarily a self-sufficient
part of the district’s opera-
tions, Hobbs told the Board
of Trustees at its Dec. 15.

This year is different.

Schools shuttering in
March upended the entire
business model for many
nutrition programs.

For every dollar DUSD
usually receives in reim-
bursement for free or re-
duced-price lunches, cash
sales at its cafeterias tra-
ditionally account for an
additional $4 in revenue,
Hobbs said.

The closure of cafeterias
meant the food program’s
main funding source was
vaporized.

Complicating matters
was an obligation to keep
kitchens open to serve stu-
dents who depend on free
school meals, and an agree-
ment to retain food work-
er positions under a labor
agreement between DUSD
and the California School
Employees Association.

While the number of
meals served steadily in-
creased during the fall se-
mester, the number of meals
served now is just a fraction
of what is normally served
when students are in school.
The gap between expenses

B ANKHEAD

and revenue for the DUSD
nutrition program has con-
tinued to grow. The deficit is
on pace to reach $1.7 million
by October 2021, based on
current numbers.

However, Hobbs said
he remains optimistic that
expanding the free meal pro-
gram will help balance the
budget and avoid the need
to dip into reserves.

The topic came up around
five and a half hours into a
seven and a half hour Board
of Trustees meeting Dec.
15 and appeared to deliver
unexpected news.

“I wanted to make sure
that I was clear. You had
mentioned that any meal that
students pick up now for free
actually helps us to bridge
that gap,” Trustee Catherine
Kuo asked Hobbs, before
adding that she planned
to spread the word to her
friends in the community.

Hobbs confirmed and
said he has also been inform-
ing his neighbors.

Trustee Gabbi Black-
man said she was similarly
surprised.

“We got messages about
‘go pick up some breakfast
or some lunch,’” Blackman
said, “but I actually think
that we really need to do a
big campaign to explain why
it’s so important."

&

Businesses Receive Alameda CARES Grants

More than 1,900 small
local businesses have re-
ceived $5,000 each from
the Alameda County
CARES grant program,
according to the board of
SUpPEervisors.

The board agreed in
November to redirect up
to $8 million in federal

CARES Act funds to small
and emerging businesses
affected by the COVID-19
pandemic. The cities of
Alameda, Berkeley, the
Dublin, Emeryville, Fre-
mont, Hayward, Liver-
more, Newark, Pleasanton,
and San Leandro contrib-
uted another $1.8 million

in grants.

The county said it re-
ceived more than 7,700 ap-
plications for the program,
four times the number of
grants available.

The program was ad-
ministered by the East Bay
Economic Development
Alliance.

Students Organize Virtual Policing Forum

By Ruth Roberts

Community members
interested in the role of stu-
dentresource officers (SRO)
and policing practices

SROs to bring weapons on
campus.”

Organizers said that
Pleasanton police officers
were not invited to the
event in order to encourage

“QOur goal is to have people on all
sides of the issue (call in) so that ev-
eryone can learn from each other and

gain new perspectives.”

in Pleasanton are invited
to participate in an open,
online forum Saturday, Jan.
16, at 3 p.m.

Hosted by the Grass-
roots Law Project — a
student-led Amador Valley
High School club that fo-
cuses on battling systemic
racism in the community
— along with the non-
profit organization Gen-
esis, the Pleasanton Action
Network and Students for
Social Change, the forum
is designed to facilitate
discussions and address law
enforcement concerns.

“The catalyst for creat-
ing this forum was both
the events that occurred
locally and a general view
of the world right now,”
said Nadia Rehman, Ama-
dor student and Grassroots
Law Project president. “We
hope to stimulate conversa-
tion about potential solu-
tions to problems posed
by SROs and want to see
action taken by both ad-
ministrators and commu-
nity members to implement
these solutions. We hope to
also see schools starting to
take action by not allowing

BOTH

a more open and free con-
versation. They did how-
ever, stress that the virtual
discussion is a forum, not
a debate, and participants
will be asked to maintain
a peaceful and respectful

dialog.

“Our goal is to have
people on all sides of the
issue (call in) so that ev-
eryone can learn from each
other and gain new perspec-
tives,” said Rehman. “Our
group will consider this
forum a success if we see
students and community
members concerned about
this issue and wanting to
make change.”

The event will be fa-
cilitated through Zoom,
and community members
wishing to view and/or
speak during the forum
can sign up at http://bit.ly/
Indy_Forum.

For additional questions
or information, contact
Nadia Rehman at avhsglp @
gmail.com.
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Pigza & Pasta Co.
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DPEN FOR TAKE OUT

19.

.uﬂ 288 Main SHEEI Pleasanton | [925] IMB 2320
"' Hours: Sun-Thu Tam-3pm, Fri & Sat 11am-10pm
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As you close out your final term, all of us at
Livermore Valley Performing Arts Center
welcome this opportunity to acknowledge
how instrumental your continued supporT

recipient of our Champion of the Arts
Award, your commitment to the Arts
and your belief in their value to our
community helped make it possible
for us o share the joy of the
Arts with everyone!

2400 First Street

Downtown Livermore

925.373.6800

LivermoreArts.org



