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Tri-Valley Leaders Await 
More Answers Before 
Enforcing Compliance 

In a special meeting held 
last week, July 9, the Dublin 
City Council took a deep 
dive into its police policies 
and initiated a subcommittee 
comprised of two council-
members.

Recognizing a need for 
citizen involvement on the 
issue of potential police re-
form, the council named 
councilmembers Jean Josey 
and Shawn Kumagai to the 
subcommittee. The subcom-
mittee will be responsible for 
setting the goals for any given 
task force, which would work 
to provide recommenda-
tions to the council. As Josey 
pointed out in the meeting 
that designated more than 
two hours of discussion on 
policing, it would be impor-
tant to set a clear vision for 
task force participants.

“The last thing I want to 
do is to empanel a task force 
that is very invested in this 
topic and is very gung ho and 
then comes back to us with a 
bunch of recommendations 
that either we don’t have the 

Livermore Police Chief Michael Harris is seen here 
reading to a class at Marylin Avenue Elementary School. 
After more than 30 years in law enforcement, Harris will 
retire next month.  (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

Dublin City Council 
Names Josey and  
Kumagai to New 
Subcommittee
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A master cuddler, master purrer and master 
meower, this large senior cat will be an artful 
addition to your home. Polite and friendly, 
Maestro is looking for a home in which to spend 
the rest of his nine lives. While Valley Humane 
Society remains closed during shelter-in-place, 
we are coordinating adoptions by appointment 
with approved adopters. If you are interested 
in adopting Maestro, reach us via email at 
info@valleyhumane.org for more information.   
(Photo - Valley Humane Society / K. Caughell)Maestro

PET OF THE WEEK
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By Heather Brewer

Although health officials 
issued a press release July 11 
indicating Alameda County 
will prohibit outdoor dining, 
local leaders in Livermore, 
Pleasanton and Dublin an-
nounced they will wait for 
further details to arrive be-
fore adjusting enforcement.

On July 10, Alameda 
County officials learned the 
state issued updated guid-
ance on July 9, prohibiting 
outdoor dining in non-vari-
ance counties, including Al-
ameda County. According to 
a press release from the Al-
ameda County Public Health 
Department (ACPHD), the 
county’s health officer order 
allowed for outdoor dining, 
but under this stricter state 
guidance, all restaurants, 

wineries and bars in Alameda 
County may only be open for 
drive-through or pickup and 
delivery options.

“Our decision to permit 
outdoor dining was based on 
the health officer’s assess-
ment that outdoor activities, 
with appropriate protective 
measures, carry less risk 
than indoor activities,” said 
Neetu Balram, public in-
formation manager, in the 
release. “At that time, the 
state did not differentiate 
dining guidance by indoor 
(and) outdoor as it now does. 
With the new guidance dated 
yesterday and enforcement 
actions observed last week 
in Santa Clara County, the 
state is demonstrating a new 
approach.”

Livermore Police Chief Harris Retires Melissa Hernandez to Run  
For Open Dublin Mayor Seat

Arrest Made in
Little League
Embezzlement
Investigation 

Equity and Inclusion Plan 
To Move Ahead In Livermore

Denise Arante

The City of Livermore 
announced last week the 
upcoming retirement of its 
police chief.

Livermore Police Depart-
ment (LPD) Chief Michael 
Harris will officially step into 
retirement effective Aug. 14. 
The milestone will mark the 
end of more than 30 years in 
law enforcement — seven 
of which were spent serving 
the LPD.

“As excited as I am about 
the next chapter in my life, 
this was not an easy decision 
to make,” Harris said. “Over 
the past seven years, I have 
come to love this place. I am 
proud of what the Livermore 
Police Department has ac-
complished in partnership 
with the community and 
know that the LPD will con-
tinue to do great things.”

During his time in Liver-
more, Harris led the LPD in 
developing the “six pillars.” 
These pillars included Public 
Safety and Crime Prevention; 
Accountability and Public 
Trust; Community Engage-
ment; Quality Service; In-
novation and Best Practices; 
and Employee Development, 
Wellness and Succession 
Planning. The pillars further 
set out to define “a founda-
tion of values and priorities 
for the organization.”

Harris also developed and 
implemented the Area Com-
mand model to strengthen 
LPD’s relationships with the 
community and expanded 
community engagement pro-
grams, such as the Citizen’s 
Police Academy, Coffee with 
a Cop, and Stuff-A-Cruiser. 
He made it a priority to hire 
community-oriented officers, 
including the 39 LPD staff 
who were hired under his 
leadership.

“While I’m proud of (pro-

grams), what I’m most proud 
of are the things that outlast 
me — the people I’ve hired 
and promoted during my 
time,” he said. “This culture 

has been what I’ve really 
worked on with service at 
the heart of the mission, and 
that’s part of what the pillars 
are about.”

Harris holds a bachelor’s 
degree in criminal justice 
from California State Uni-
versity, Stanislaus, and a 
master's degree in emergency 
services administration from 
California State University, 

Long Beach. He is also a 
graduate of the FBI National 
Academy, as well as the 
International Association of 
Chiefs of Police "Leader-

ship in Police Organizations" 
program.

He began his law enforce-
ment career in 1990 with the 
Oakdale Police Department 
and soon transferred to the 
Modesto Police Department, 
where he rose through the 
ranks from police officer to 
captain.

“I’ve come a long way. 

By Ron McNicoll

Dublin Councilwoman 
Melissa Hernandez is run-
ning for Dublin mayor in the 
Nov. 3 election.

Hernandez, who was the 
city’s vice mayor for two 
years of her four-year term 
on the council, said that 
she has represented the city 
on many boards and com-
missions, and feels well-
qualified to serve as mayor.

Hernandez named as her 
political mentor, the late Don 
Biddle — a councilmember 
who died in office in Feb-
ruary 2018 after serving 
nine years on the council 
and 12 years on the school 
board. She inherited many 
of Biddle’s committee as-
signments, including such 
regionally oriented boards as 
a county waste management 

board, the Valley Link board, 
and LAVTA, which operates 
the Wheels bus service in the 
Valley.

Hernandez finished third 
in the March primary, in a 
four-way race for the District 
1 county supervisor seat, 
barely edged out by cur-
rent Dublin Mayor David 
Haubert, who is a final-
ist for November. Fremont 
City Councilmember Vinnie 
Bacon finished first. Also, a 
chair member on the Dublin 
Human Services Commis-
sion, Hernandez focused on 
her interest and experience 
in human services in her run 
for supervisor.

“Dublin has been part-
nering well with Liver-
more and Pleasanton to 
get services together,” said  

By Tony Kukulich

A months-long investiga-
tion by the Livermore Police 
Department (LPD) led to the 
arrest of 48-year-old Liver-
more resident Denise Arante 
on felony charges of embez-
zlement, forgery and grand 
theft for crimes committed 
while Arante was president of 
the Livermore Little League 
(LLL) board of directors.

According to the LPD, 
Arante is suspected of hav-
ing stolen more than $22,000 
from the league over a two-
year period. She resigned 
from her position in October 

(See PLAN, page 10)(See HARRIS, page 10)

(See HERNANDEZ, page 3)

(See EXPERT, page 10)

(See  SUBCOMMITTEE, page 3)

(See  EMBEZZLEMENT, page 6)
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By David Chircop

The Livermore City Coun-
cil’s anti-racism initiative is 
beginning to take shape; a 
new subcommittee will soon 
begin accepting applications 
from residents interested in 
participating in a diversity 
and inclusion working group.

The council’s Equity and 
Inclusion Subcommittee pre-
sented its first report Monday. 
It introduced a draft frame-
work for next steps in a public 
process that will include a 
review of the police depart-
ment’s use of force policies, 
as well as broader inspection 
of equity and inclusion issues 
across the community.

“This is an opportunity 
for us to step back and think 
deeply about our values,” 
said Vice Mayor Bob Wo-
erner, who serves on the two-
member Equity and Inclusion 

panel with Councilmember 
Trish Munro.

The framework is based 
on hours of conversations 
and input from a number of 
people in the community and 
intends to serve as a work in 
progress, the council mem-
bers said. Woerner stated 
that he envisioned a working 
group composed of 12 to 
18 members with an initial 
term of 12 to 18 months. He 
added the timeframe could be 
extended later.

Spurred by the killing 
of George Floyd and the 
Black Lives Matter move-
ment, Councilmember Robert 
Carling in early June pro-
posed a process for the city 
council and members of the 
community to review the 
police department’s use of 
force policies. Together, they 

Military Expert Sees Rise of Pandemics and Climate Change
By Jeff Garberson

In an online talk sched-
uled for next Wednesday 
evening, nationally known 
defense expert John Arquilla 
will discuss the rise of pan-
demics and climate change 
among issues that now must 
be considered in a rapidly 
evolving U.S. national se-
curity picture.

Arquilla, a distinguished 
professor of defense analysis 
at the Naval Postgraduate 
School in Monterey, will 
give his talk against a back-
drop of increasing military 

challenges to the U.S. from 
China and Russia. The event 
was originally scheduled to 
take place before a live audi-
ence in March as part of the 
Rae Dorough Speaker Series 
at Livermore’s Bankhead 
Theater.

For years, he argued 
that the American military 
should move away from 
large, expensive defense 
platforms, like aircraft car-
riers, to focus on smaller, 
more nimble forces.

That is one of the themes 
he will pursue in his talk next 
week, he said in an interview 

last week. He also believes 
“we have to take a broader 
view of national security” 
given the current impact of 

the coronavirus pandemic 
and long-term changes gen-
erated by a warming climate.

Today’s pandemic is only 
one of several to occur in 
recent decades as “major 

diseases moved from the 
animal world to human be-
ings,” he said.

As examples, he cited 

AIDS and two other coro-
navirus epidemics, MERS 
(middle eastern respiratory 
syndrome) and SARS (se-
vere acquired respiratory 
syndrome.)

“Securing the country 
against pandemic spread 
needs to be taken far more 
seriously,” he said.

As for climate change, 
he indicated the warming of 
the earth is having a signifi-
cant impact on international 
rivalries. Above the Arctic 
Circle, for example, oceans 
whose ice cover has melted 
are now navigable, “creat-
ing a new competition for 
sovereignty and resources. 
That has strategic implica-
tions as well.”

At the same time, his talk 

Set out to pasture near walking trails in the East Bay Regional Park District’s Dublin Hills Park, this cow takes a 
break from chewing to smile for the camera.  (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

California New Restaurant Guidance 

"Securing the country against 
pandemic spread needs to  

be taken far more seriously."
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Valley Link One Step Closer to Fruition  
By Dawnmarie Fehr

Valley Link – a planned 
transportation system be-
tween the San Joaquin Val-
ley and the Dublin-Pleasan-
ton BART station – moved 
one step closer to reality at 
the Tri-Valley–San Joaquin 
Valley Regional Rail Au-
thority (RRA) board meet-
ing on Wednesday, July 8. 

The RRA board unani-
mously voted to support 
placing Valley Link in the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Commission’s (MTC) 
master plan of short- and 
long-term transportation 
projects scheduled to be 
constructed and operated.  

“It’s where Valley Link 
needs to be to keep moving 
forward,” said RRA Execu-
tive Director Michael Tree. 
“They update the plan every 
four years and typically give 
each update a name. We 
are currently in the update 
process Regional Transpor-
tation Plan, and the name of 
this update is Plan Bay Area 
2050.”  

Tree stated that the hur-
dle to the MTC plan is 
Valley Link’s placement in 
the second of two periods. 
The first period is for proj-
ects to be constructed and 
open before 2035. And the 
second period is for proj-
ects to be constructed and 
open after 2035. The MTC 
board’s conservative finan-
cial planning placed Valley 
Link to be built after 2035. 
The RRA Board agreed to 
discuss with MTC moving 
the train to period one. 

The RRA board is com-
prised of stakeholders 
from both Alameda and 
San Joaquin counties, in-
cluding Assemblymember 
Scott Haggerty, Livermore 
Mayor John Marchand, 
Dublin Councilmember 
Melissa Hernandez, as well 
as councilmembers from 
Tracy, Lathrop and Stock-
ton. Board Chair Haggerty 
discussed ways to keep the 
project moving forward 
financially in the towns 
where commuters need it 
most. 

“I think as elected lead-
ers in the San Joaquin area, 
you could get on Zoom and 
let them know, next time 
you do a tax measure, this 
is something you are going 
to look at,” Haggerty said 
during the meeting. “Let 
them know, as a leader in 
San Joaquin Valley, you are 
committed to helping find 
your portion of the funds 
to get this thing going . . . a 
lot of these big businesses, 
their people are commuting 
from your area to the jobs, 
and they need this.”

The RRA was estab-
lished in January of 2018 
by Assembly Bill 758 with 
the purpose of creating a 
cost-effective solution to 
the rush hour issues plagu-
ing many workers as they 
travel the often-clogged 
Altamont Pass. Its solution 
is Valley Link, another com-
muter option between the 
San Joaquin Valley and the 
Tri-Valley, with connections 
to BART and the Altamont 
Corridor Express (ACE). 

The two-phase project, 
formally adopted by the 
RRA in October of last year, 
is currently undergoing de-
sign and environmental re-
view. The first phase allows 
for rail service from the 
existing Dublin-Pleasanton 
BART station to northern 
Lathrop. The second phase 
will extend the rail from 
Lathrop to the existing ACE 
station in Stockton. 

Valley Link differs from 
BART in location, cost and 
carbon footprint. While 
BART primarily serves the 
Bay Area, Valley Link will 
extend to the Central Valley. 
Its trains and rail both cost 
far less to build and oper-
ate than traditional custom 
pieces used by BART. In 
addition, Tree noted Val-
ley Link is ‘greener’ than 
BART. 

“It will either operate 
hybrid battery/diesel or will 
operate zero emissions with 
an electric/battery combina-
tion,” he said. “Catenary 
lines will be in the Altamont 
corridor where trains will 
touch wires and get power 
from electricity to both 
power trains and recharge 
batteries. In the Tri-Valley 
and the San Joaquin Valley, 
the train would operate on 
the batteries. Valley Link 
Board will decide which of 
the two technologies it will 
use during the environmen-
tal process for the project.”

For more information 
on the RRA or Valley Link 
Project, visit https://www.
valleylinkrail.com/. 

Protesters took to the streets of Livermore July 11 after the killing of U.S. Army 
Specialist Vanessa Guillen at Fort Hood, Texas. The demonstrators gathered at 
Livermore City Hall, then marched to First Street.  (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)
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The California Victim 
Compensation Board has 
made it easier for victims of 
human trafficking to qualify 
for up to $20,000 in lost 
income. 

Assembly Bill 629, mak-
ing victims of human traffick-
ing eligible for up to $10,000 
of lost income per year, for 
up to two years, went into ef-
fect on Jan. 1. But the Office 
of Administrative Law only 
recently approved the regula-
tions adopted by CalVCB in 
May that allow the board to 
rely on evidence other than 
official employment records.  

“It’s clear the trauma of 

human trafficking extends far 
beyond the time having been 
trafficked,” said Assembly-
woman Christy Smith (D-38), 
a cosponsor of the bill. She 
said the law removes “a loop-
hole in the victim compensa-
tion system” that required 
survivors to obtain “a note 
from their employer,” who 
may have been their trafficker. 

Prior to the passage of AB 
629, victims could only prove 
income loss with formal em-
ployment records or voluntary 
cooperation from their traf-
fickers, meaning most could 
not qualify. However, even 
before the new regulations 

were approved, the CalVCB 
had approved five human traf-
ficking income-loss claims 
this year, paying survivors 
more than $70,000. 

“By providing financial 
support, along with options 
for medical and mental health 
treatment and other compen-
sation, CalVCB is able to play 
a small part in victims’ recov-
ery,” said CalVCB Executive 
Officer Lynda Gledhill. 

The Office of Administra-
tive Law had until July 1 to 
approve the regulations.  

More information is avail-
able at https://victims.ca.gov/.

New Regulations Help Victims of 
Human Trafficking with Compensation

Members of the local Jose 
Maria Amador Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution recently par-
ticipated in the organization’s 
first-ever virtual convention. 

“I’m loving 21st cen-
tury technology,” said Cindi 
Newbold, regent with the lo-
cal DAR chapter in Pleasan-
ton. “Last week, I [normally] 
would have taken my annual 
trip to Washington, D.C., 
but COVID-19 restrictions 
forced an online event that 
left me amazed.” 

“The emotional and social 
impact of seven days of vir-
tual participation as we con-
ducted business, presented 
awards, enjoyed celebra-
tions and luncheons, renewed 
friendships and made new 
ones [has] prompted me to 
consider adjusting my think-
ing, behavior, and execution 
of business,” she added. “An-
other bonus was the narrow-
ing of the accessibility gap to 
those not able to travel due 
to age, health or economy.” 

The annual week-long 
DAR Continental Congress 
typically draws more than 
4,000 members to the orga-
nization’s headquarters in 
Washington. But this year, 
online “attendees” were 
greeted during opening cer-
emonies with a prerecorded 
keynote address by Lon-
nie Bunch, secretary of the 

Smithsonian Institution, who 
also received the DAR His-
tory Award Medal.  

Membership in the DAR 
is limited to direct lineal de-
scendants of soldiers or oth-

ers of the Revolutionary War 
period who aided in the cause 
of independence. The orga-
nization currently has more 
than a million members. 

Local DAR Members Attend First Virtual Convention 
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Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving and Art Buzz 

Pleasanton will host an 
online painting class at  

6 p.m., Wednesday,  
Aug. 12. 

The cost of “Paint it 
Forward – A Virtual 

Learn to Paint Event” is 
$55 per person, which 
includes all painting 

supplies. According to the 
sponsors, almost 40% of 
the proceeds will go to 

fund the North California 
chapter of MADD  

and its programs to end 
impaired driving. 

To register for the 
fundraising event, go to 
https://bit.ly/2VCqnzU.

MADD to Host 
Virtual Painting 

Fundraiser

Hernandez, citing efforts to 
help the homeless and hungry.

On the education front, 
Hernandez feels the city has 
good relations with the school 
district. She served on Dublin 
High School’s Parent Faculty 
Student Organization, rais-
ing money for activities that 
helped fund a wide variety of 
actions — including schol-
arships for 10 graduating 
seniors, money for the student 
newspaper, and funding the 
Every 15 Minutes Program, 
which helps promote safe and 
sober driving.

“We raised the most mon-
ey, and it went back to stu-
dents and teachers,” she said.

Hernandez and Council-
member Jean Josey represent 
the council on the city-school 
liaison committee along-
side Dublin Unified School 
District board trustees Amy 
Miller and Gabi Blackman.

Looking at municipal is-
sues, Hernandez said the city 

will continue to budget con-
servatively and make certain 
to shore up future years for 
capital projects and for han-
dling future pension costs of 
city employees.

“I am answering the call to 
take my leadership on reduc-
ing traffic, maintaining Dub-
lin’s parks and open spaces, 
maintaining Dublin’s 9-1-1 
medical response capacity 
and supporting our excellent 
schools to the next level,” 
she said. “In these challeng-
ing times, I’ll ensure Dublin 
is ready for any emergency, 
while maintaining the quality 
of life the people of Dublin 
expect and deserve.”

Hernandez has received 

endorsements from both 
Pleasanton Mayor Jerry 
Thorne and Livermore Mayor 
John Marchand, who served 
with her on the Valley Link 
board.

“Our cities work closely as 
part of the Tri-Valley, and she 
understands the importance of 
our cities working together 
to solve the complex issues 
including traffic and quality 
of life in our region,” said 
Marchand.

Thorne also worked on the 
League of California Cities 
board with Hernandez for 
more than three years.

“I am well aware of her 
leadership role within the 
Tri-Valley,” Thorne said. “It 

is important to me that the 
Tri-Valley continues to elect 
leaders that understand the 
complex needs of our region. 
As a resident of Dublin for 
over 20 years, as well as a 
vice mayor and councilmem-
ber, Melissa's experience 
with traffic reduction, smart 
growth and public safety 
speaks for itself." 

budget for, or we don’t have 
the ability to deliver,” Josey 
said.

The decision came after 
Dublin Police Chief Garrett 
Holmes opened the meeting 
with a presentation on polic-
ing within the city. Contracted 
through the Alameda County 
Sheriff’s Office since 1982, 
Dublin currently spends about 
$20.7 million on police ser-
vices — up from $16 million 
in fiscal year 2015-2016. 
Holmes explained the cost 
hike has largely been due to 
increases in salary, as well as 
workers compensation and 
retirement.

“The majority of our police 
services expense is spent on 
salary,” he said.

Holmes went on to outline 

Dublin’s policies on the use of 
force. Per policy, every inci-
dent of use of force requires 
documentation in a police 
report, and a supervisor has 
to be notified at the time of the 
incident. Each use of force is 
reviewed up the chain of com-
mand and a determination is 
made whether or not the use 
of force was within the Dublin 
Police Station (DPS) policy 
and lawful.

For 2019, Holmes reported 
over 38,500 calls for service, 
1,700 arrests and 51 incidents 
of use of force. He noted the 
majority of the force used 
was a firm grip to apply hand-
cuffs. Around 20% of the use 
of force incidents involved 
people under the influence of 
drugs or alcohol; another 20% 

were experiencing a mental 
health crisis.

For that year, he also 
shared the demographics 
when it came to arrests and use 
of force. For arrests, 42% were 
white, 25% African American, 
25% Hispanic and 8% other. 
For use of force, 40% were 
white, 20% African American 
20% Hispanic and 20% other.

In comparing those figures 
to the demographic makeup 
of Dublin, residents are 42% 
white, 37% Asian, 8% African 
American, 7% two or more 
races and 5% other.

Holmes stated that when 
he receives the breakdown 
each month on arrests, about 
75% of those people arrested 
are not Dublin residents — 
many are recently released 

from the nearby Santa Rita 
Jail or they have traveled into 
the city.

“There is a lot of fear mon-
gering of outsiders and (those 
who ride) BART (into the 
city),” said public speaker 
Hannah Keel, who also asked 
for the presentation to be post-
ed online for public review.

Another public speaker, 
Shirley Lilondowski, spoke 
to commend Holmes and his 
staff for their participation in 
policing discussions in the 
Tri-Valley. She expressed 
hope that he would consider 
re-appropriating some of the 
city’s police services funds 
to crisis teams of plainclothes 
officers that would work to 
address drug abuse and mental 
health crises.

SUBCOMMITTEE
(Continued from first page)

A drone photo of Wente Vineyards, between Sycamore Grove Park and Wetmore 
Road, reveals manicured grapevines, oak trees and the golden hills that surround 
the Livermore Valley.  (Photo - Barry Zupan)



EDITORIAL
Santa Rita jail is unacceptably dangerous for 

both staff and inmates. A chronic and severe staffing 
shortage is implicated in allegations of inhumane 
treatment of inmates struggling with mental illness, 
in-custody suicides and other preventable deaths.

Understaffing is hardly the only problem at the 
embattled Dublin jail. But it is a critical issue, 
brought to the forefront by Babu v. Ahern — a 
December 2018 civil rights class action lawsuit 
against the correctional facility.

Alameda County Supervisors made the right de-
cision on June 26, voting 3-2 to authorize 450 new 
positions at the jail. Four expert reports stemming 
from the federal lawsuit recommend significant 
remedial changes. Chief among them is a call to 
staff up. At an estimated $318 million over the 
next three years, the expansive plan will entail 
107 new hires outside the Sheriff’s direct chain of 
command, including 14 physicians, 50 behavioral 
health clinicians, and 14 mental health specialists.

As a society, we have a responsibility to ensure 
public servants who work at the jail and those 
we place in their care are not exposed to an un-
necessary risk of harm. The staffing boost should 
result in improved mental health care delivery and 
screening, more programs and out-of-cell time, 
closer observation of inmates at risk of suicide, 
and closer supervision of deputies by additional 
sergeants and lieutenants.

It should also put an end to mandatory overtime 
for jail staff, which has been the temporary solution 
to understaffing.

But the lack of trust in Sheriff Gregory Ahern 
punctuates a deeper problem. Many critics of 
Ahern are outraged by the hiring plan, and have 
renewed calls for him to be audited.

The large allocation to the Sheriff warrants our 
close scrutiny.

The Sheriff’s budget has ballooned over the 
last five years, going from around $640 million in 

2015 to roughly $820 million today. In the same 
timeframe, Santa Rita’s inmate population has 
dropped from 3,300 to a pre-pandemic population 
of around 2,200; it continues to fluctuate, but cur-
rently sits at around 2,000.

To improve transparency and accountability 
of the Sheriff’s Office, the Board of Supervisors 
should consider establishing a Civilian Oversight 
Commission and include appointments based on 
recommendations by community groups, such as 
the Ella Baker Center for Human Rights, a civil 
rights group that has hounded Ahern for years over 
alleged abuses at the jails.

Alameda County’s jail system needs extensive 
reforms and civilian oversight. Providing adequate 
staffing is an encouraging first step that will make 
the jail a more humane and safe environment. 
Moving forward, the Sheriff’s Office has an op-
portunity to transform Santa Rita into a model for 
others to follow.

Enhanced Staffing and Oversight 
Would Drive Jail Improvement

Mailbox Guidelines: Opinions 
voiced in letters published in 
Mailbox are those of the author 
and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinion of The Indepen-
dent. Anonymous letters will 
not be published. All letters are 
required to have the name(s) of 
the person(s) submitting them, 
city of residence and phone 
number, for verification pur-
poses. Abusive letters may be 
rejected or edited. Letters are 
subject to verification and may 
be edited for clarity at the dis-
cretion of the editor. We reserve 
the right to decide whether or 
not the letter will be published. 
Headings for all letters may be 
edited at the discretion of the 
editor to properly reflect their 
content. A headline will be 
added to letters received with-
out one. Frequent letter writers 
may have publication of their 
letters delayed. Letters should 
be limited to 400 words or less 
and should be sent by email to 
letters@independentnews.com 
or submitted using the form 
below. To be considered, letters 
must be received by 10 a.m. on 
the Tuesday before publication.

  

Who Would Benefit  
Most from Valley Link? 
Doug Mann, Livermore 

In 2014 Alameda County 
voters approved the Measure 
BB sales-tax increase to ex-
tend BART to Livermore. Now 
the Alameda County Transpor-
tation Commission, with sup-
port from County Supervisor 
Scott Haggerty and Tri-Valley 
Mayors John Marchand, Jerry 
Thorne, and David Haubert, 
is poised to divert $400 mil-
lion of Measure BB funds to 
build the proposed “Valley 
Link” railroad to San Joaquin 
County. The Bay Area Trans-
portation Working Group, of 
which I am a member, opposes 
this action. 

1. The $400 million allo-
cated to Livermore for BART 
to Isabel Avenue – the largest 
single cost item in Measure 
BB – was intended to improve 
Tri-Valley access to and from 
BART. Measure BB promised 
voters, “Under no circum-
stances may the proceeds of 
this transportation sales tax 
be applied to any purpose 
other than for transportation 
improvements benefitting Al-
ameda County.” Valley Link 
would violate Measure BB by 
forcing Alameda County tax-
payers to build an expensive 
new railroad through Altamont 
Pass and subsidize Central 
Valley commuters who don’t 
pay the tax. 

2. Greenville Road and 
Grant Line Road stations could 
induce sprawl and contravene 
the county’s urban growth 
boundary (2000 Measure D). 

3. The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Commission ridicu-
lously has diverted $60 million 
of “toll bridge seismic retrofit” 
dollars to Valley Link. 

4. Senate Bill 916 (2003), 
implemented through voter-
approved 2004 Regional Mea-
sure 2, says that MTC/Bay 
Area Toll Authority “shall 
… fund … rail or High-Oc-
cupancy Vehicle lane direct 
connector to BART and other 
improvements on I-580 in 
Alameda County for use by ex-
press buses.” But the sponsors 
of the Valley Link proposal 
are disregarding this “express 
buses” mandate. 

5. Bus systems are more 
flexible and have much lower 

capital and operating costs. 
The cheapest, fastest and best 
way of connecting Livermore 
with BART would be via an 
express bus network, patterned 
after the popular and well-used 
high-tech buses. The Valley 
Link “alternatives analysis” 
was extremely inadequate in 
this regard. It studied a single 
bus line over the hills to San 
Joaquin County duplicating 
the proposed railroad, which 
offers little benefit to Tri-Val-
ley residents. The potential of 
an efficient network of buses 
to improve travel in the Tri-
Valley and augment access to 
the Dublin/Pleasanton BART 
station was ignored. 

Please contact the Liver-
more, Pleasanton and Dublin 
city councils and tell them to 
vote “no” on diverting any of 
Livermore’s sales-tax funds to 
Valley Link until an objective 
and comprehensive analysis 
of alternatives is completed 
and exposed to public review. 

  

We Must Expand  
Vote-by-Mail Now 
Andrew Turnbull, Sunol 

The impact that the CO-
VID-19 pandemic has had 
on all of our lives is clear. 
Even as some states begin to 
recover or reopen, many of 
us remain properly concerned 
for the health and wellbeing 
of our families, friends, and 
colleagues. 

This crisis will impact our 
elections. It has impacted elec-
tions this year already in places 
like Wisconsin and Georgia, 
and this pandemic will jeopar-
dize Americans’ ability to vote 
in-person in the 2020 general 
election.  

While some states are tak-
ing steps to help people vote 
safely, President Trump and 
his administration are going to 
great lengths to make mail-in 
voting seem like a voter-fraud 
scheme, even though Trump 
himself votes by mail.  

Congress needs to inter-
vene and focus on what’s right 
for the American people in ev-
ery state: expanding vote-by-
mail and other voting options. 

To keep voters safe, we 
need our representatives in the 
House and Senate to provide 
states with emergency fund-
ing to ensure that all eligible 
Americans can safely cast 
their ballots through the mail, 
that they can register to vote 
online, and that any in-person 
polling places are safe for vot-
ers and poll workers. 

For this election, we must 
protect every eligible voter’s 
right to have a say in who is 
in office. The leaders we elect 
in 2020 can take actions that 
improve the health and wellbe-
ing of all Americans, or put us 
at further risk.  

I have complete confidence 
that all three members of Con-
gress that represent us here 
in the 15th District already 
support vote-by-mail (thank 
you Rep. Eric Swalwell, Sen. 
Dianne Feinstein, and Sen. 
Kamala Harris), but we need 
to encourage fellow citizens 
represented by other members 
of Congress to ask for support 
of vote-by-mail as well. 

Nothing less than our de-
mocracy is at stake.  

Reaching Across the Aisle 
Daniella Karo, Pleasanton 
In a recent interview with 

Rep. Eric Swalwell (D-CA) 
published in this newspaper, 
he mentioned his willingness 
to reach across the aisle in 
the future to address the 
issues at stake once Joe 
Biden, the Democratic 
nominee, is elected. I am 
wondering why Swalwell is 
willing to do that only under 
a Democratic president, 
but not under the current 
Republican one. He seems 
to ignore that he was elected 
to represent and work for 
the benefit of all the people, 
regardless of their party 
allegiance. Perhaps it is 
time to elect someone who 
is ready, able and willing 
to reach across the aisle 
regardless of what party is in 
power. 

No Support for Swalwell 
Philip R. La Scola, Livermore 

I read about the online 
interview Rep. Eric Swalwell 
(D-CA) did with the Com-
monwealth Club.  

Swalwell is not a congress-
person I would ever support. I 
consider him to be among the 
most prolific liars ever elected 
to Congress. Rather than go 
into all of his lies, I will just 
mention his biggest, where 
he said he had indisputable 
evidence that the Russians 
had helped President Trump 
win the 2016 election.  If he 
had such evidence, why didn’t 
he give it to Special Counsel 
Robert Mueller? 

Swalwell has accused 
Trump of being a liar many 
times. How about the big lie 
by a president he supported, 
President Obama? You know, 
you can keep your health 
insurance, keep your doctor 
and save $2,500 a year. That 
lie affected more people than 
any misstatement ever made 
by Trump. 

Swalwell supports all vote-
by-mail for California. When 
was the last time voter rolls 
were updated for people who 
have died or who have moved 
within California and have 
duplicate ballots mailed to 
them? Why doesn’t Swalwell 
explain to his constituents how 
voter rolls in California are 
maintained and updated? 

In the interview, Swalwell 
says the president can’t defend 
his performance and cites job 
losses. He never mentions that 
prior to the pandemic, Black, 
Asian and Latino unemploy-
ment were at historic lows; 
more women were employed 
and more had started their 
own businesses. In addition, 
wage increases for middle-
class workers were exceeding 
inflation, something that never 
happened under Obama. 

Swalwell says he is will-
ing to cross the aisle to help 
move the country forward. He 
implies he will work with Re-
publicans, yet I doubt he could 
name, other than the stimulus 
checks, any legislation he sup-
ported that was proposed by 
Republicans. 

He is so tied to House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-
CA) and fearful of her wrath, 
fearful that he will not get 
funding for his re-election, 
that he always votes the party 
line. He doesn’t have the guts 
to cross the aisle. He supports 
leftist extremists, the roving 
mobs who are tearing down 
statues, calling for defunding 
of police and for open borders.  
Has he ever made a statement 
about any of these issues? His 
silence says it all.  

The election this fall is 
not about Trump or Biden; 
it’s about the kind of country 
we want to live in – one that 
Swalwell supports or one that 
respects law and order and our 
proud heritage 

Congress Should  
Fund Vote-by-Mail 
Freyja Pettersen, Pleasanton 

Do you know who's vot-

ing by mail this election? 
President Donald Trump. And 
do you know who's making it 
harder for everyone else in the 
country to vote by mail in the 
middle of a global pandemic? 
That's right: Donald Trump.  

He and other White House 
officials have gone on record 
with false claims about mail-in 
voting, even though it’s one 
of the safest options for us to 
cast our ballots as the country 
recovers from this pandemic. 

In the face of Trump’s hy-
pocrisy, I expect Congress to 
do the right thing and provide 
both economic relief and ex-
panded funding for no-excuse 
absentee voting, early voting, 
and other options to make vot-
ing safer this November. These 
are all commonsense reforms 
that a vast majority of Ameri-
cans support, and changes 
that would help increase voter 
participation during and after 
this crisis. 

Even though Congress 
allocated some funds to help 
states implement these voting 
reforms, without an additional 
$3.6 billion in election-assis-
tance funding, some voters 
may not be able to make their 
voices heard during one of the 
most important elections of 
our lifetime. 

We must prevent a situa-
tion where voters are forced 
to choose between protecting 
their health and casting a bal-
lot, no matter what Trump 
says.  

Congress has the ability to 
act right now, and we need to 
make sure our representatives 
know that anything less than 
immediate action is unac-
ceptable. 

 

Stop New Nuclear 
Warheads 
Patricia Moore, Livermore 

President Trump’s admin-
istration plans to spend $1.4 
billion in 2021 to jump start 
production of new plutonium 
cores, or pits, for nuclear 
weapons. Trump’s plan would 
cost taxpayers more than $43 
billion over three decades and 
involve nine locations, includ-
ing Livermore. 

Presently, 20 plutonium 
pits are authorized for manu-
facture annually at the Los 
Alamos National Laboratory 
in New Mexico. The govern-
ment plans to increase that 
number to more than 30 pits. 
It also plans to repurpose a 
failed nuclear fuel facility at 
the Savannah River Site in 
South Carolina for the produc-
tion of more than 50 pits per 
year. This is a fourfold increase 
overall.  

This would violate the 
law because the government 
refuses to prepare a full pro-
grammatic environmental re-
view before moving forward. 
Instead, only a standalone im-
pact statement for the Savan-
nah River Site is being done, 
leaving out significant risks 
from nuclear transportation, 
disposal, multi-site operations, 
and more. 

Moreover, better alterna-
tives are not being studied. 
Stop the nuclear insanity! 
Contact trivalleycares.org. 

 

If I Were King 
Paul Stone, Dublin  

If I were crowned king 
of California, my first decree 
would be to substitute Califor-
nia's fulltime legislature with a 
part-time legislature along the 
lines of Texas or Idaho. 

Our legislators have every 
day, all day, all year long to 
create volumes of laws and 
regulations, mostly ill-advised, 
that raise the cost of living, re-
strict our liberty, and diminish 
the quality of life in this state. 

According to Ballotpedia, 
California state legislators re-
ceive $201 per diem for every  

day in session. This is in 
addition to their base salaries, 
which are not unsubstantial. 

Not a bad gig. Add to this lay-
ers and layers of paid staffers 
and sundry legislative officers 
and assistants.  

Think of the money that 
could be saved with a part-time 
legislature. Why, we would be 
able to complete the former 
governor's Fresno to Madera 
Express! Whoopee! 

And if I were king of Cali-
fornia, I would not require my 
subjects to bow down and kiss 
my ring as our Sacred Sacra-
mentan who fancies himself 
royalty does.  

 

Legitimate  
Discourse Needed  
Van Rainey, Livermore 

I posted a notice on the 
social-media website Next-
door that caused quite a stir 
before it was pulled. Many 
supported the premise of peti-
tioning to recall Gov. Newsom 
based on his efforts to contain 
the spread of the COVID 19 
virus. In response some also 
sought to lecture me on free 
speech. Some also thanked 
me for making them aware so 
they could go sign the petition. 

My problem is that in this 
time of polarization and iden-
tity encampments, some have 
aligned with fraudulent po-
litical interests, like the group 
seeking signatures on the peti-
tions. They appear organized 
by conservative interests like 
gun shop owners and Central 
Valley farming interests and 
they declare that our governor 
is a dictator for following 
sound epidemiological ad-
vice. My post, though quite 
pointed, was to mirror what the 
kids from Stoneman Douglas 
showed us and call BS on these 
false premises.  

However, after cooling 
down a bit, I realized that 
what I really want is legitimate 
discourse about the extent of 
the problems facing our entire 
society. I feel that we need to 
find our moral center that seeks 
to value everyone in our nation 
and revise the control of our 
institutions in a way that truly 
serves everyone and remove 
the privileges enjoyed by the 
most powerful. 

I hope that a more egali-
tarian liberalism that is better 
understood by our children 
will encourage them to par-
ticipate more fully in our 
civil discourse and in turn our 
democracy. My hope is that 
the mobilization that we have 
witnessed over the last months 
will continue to express it-
self and reveal to everyone 
that change is due and must 
proceed in a moral manner. I 
believe it is no longer an era of 
competing self-interests and is 
time to recognize the duty that 
we owe each other. That free-
dom needs to be defined not 
simply as individual privilege, 
but as a real opportunity for 
all to enjoy without obstacles 
based on differences in race. 
color, creed or heritage. 

The Pursuit 
William Ormond, Livermore 

Back around 1969, a Black 
man calling himself the "Voice 
of Watts," and supposedly 
sponsored by the John Birch 
Society, gave a talk at East Ave 
Middle School in which he ex-
pressed pretty much the same 
concerns as Owen Brovant in 
his June 25 letter to the editor.  

The Voice claimed that 
everything done, and everyone 
working to help Blacks in this 
country, were communist. He 
even alleged that Presidents 
Truman and Eisenhower were 
communist. At that time Rus-
sia was the enemy. 

I would like to believe 
that history is heading to-
ward a better tomorrow for all 
people. But it disheartens me 
that every time Blacks try to 
take a step forward, to attain 
equal footing in pursuit of the 
American dream, and to take 
our place in the American 

history books, this type of 
argument surfaces. 

Brovont's history fails to 
tell how Columbus, guided by 
experienced Black navigators, 
the Nino brothers, discovered 
America. Juan Nino was the 
owner of the Nina, and Pedro 
Alonso Nino was naviga-
tor aboard the Santa Maria. 
These brothers were sailors 
with prestige and experience 
in Atlantic travels before par-
ticipating in Columbus’s first 
and subsequent voyages to the 
New World.  

Brovont’s history also fails 
to recognize where the name 
California comes from and 
that many of the streets in San 
Francisco, Los Angeles and 
other cities are named after 
Black cowboys who led wag-
on trains westward. Around 
179,000 Blacks fought on the 
side of the Union during the 
Civil War with 40,000 deaths, 
and Blacks have fought in 
every war since then to defend 
this country. Yet, articles like 
Brovant's make us suspect. 

We would be naive to not 
recognize that in any move-
ment there will be elements 
that attempt to infiltrate and 
redirect the effort. The govern-
ment plays a role in this regard 
also. And maybe the Voice and 
Brovant were right and the 
new strong leader, President 
Trump, has stepped forward 
to offer a new solution. He has 
achieved control of the country 
and seems to fit the established 
criteria. So, are he and his 
team the agent provocateurs 
of which Brovant speaks and is 
warning us about? Stay tuned. 

 

Privilege by Color 
John Lawrence, Livermore  

In one of his recent let-
ters, a writer described “white 
privilege” as a term used by 
people attempting to describe 
a specific part of American 
culture “for reasons apparently 
not clear to a sizable number 
of American citizens.” I’m not 
sure how sizable that unclear 
group is, but that writer is 
obviously one of them. 

According to the writer, 
obtaining education, putting 
forth the effort, and having a 
competitive spirit is all that 
is needed to achieve one’s 
goals. Amazingly, he is totally 
oblivious to what happens if, 
because of the color of your 
skin, you can’t obtain the 
education, and you aren’t al-
lowed to put forth the effort 
or to compete. This type of 
discrimination is occurring 
in American culture, but not 
if the color of your skin hap-
pens to be white. Being born 
with white skin has been and 
continues to be an unfair ad-
vantage, and this, Mr. Brovont, 
is called “white privilege.” 

 

Schrader Perfect in 
College Role 
Elva Cooper, Pleasanton 

I thoroughly enjoyed the 
article about my friend and 
colleague Barry Schrader. I 
wanted to amplify it a bit.   

He and I were to elected 
to the board of what was 
then Chabot Valley Campus 
in November of 1986. The 
faculty members supported 
us because they were tired of 
all the decisions being made 
by Chabot College in Hay-
ward. They could not even 
choose their own textbooks 
or courses of study. After be-
ing elected, we spent many 
days in Sacramento lobbying 
different politicians and were 
ultimately successful. Chabot 
Valley Campus became Las 
Positas College, and fully ac-
credited. It is now one of the 
finest of the California com-
munity colleges. 

Barry was perfect for the 
job because he was very articu-
late and wrote great letters. I 
am grateful for the opportunity 
to know him. 
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on your list of 
safe places to go

At Stanford Health Care – ValleyCare, we are raising standards 
at all of our locations to create a safe environment for our 
patients and staff.

• Employees are tested for COVID-19 using methods developed 
by Stanford Medicine.

• Every individual entering our facilities is given a mask and 
screened for symptoms of COVID-19. Those with symptoms are 
directed to a separate waiting area.

• Appointment check-in is available through the MyHealth app, 
reducing patient queues and use of shared devices. 

• Medical teams have sufficient personal protective equipment 
(PPE), including gowns, gloves, and masks. 

• Waiting rooms and clinics are arranged for physical distancing.

• A restricted visitor policy and expanded access to video visits 
limit the number of people passing through.

• Patients are tested before all procedures and surgeries and 
when visiting the emergency room.

• Enhanced cleaning measures are in place, utilizing chemicals 
and UV light.

• Specialized filtration systems eliminate the circulation of 
airborne contaminants.

We are prepared to provide healthcare through this crisis,  
with safe in-person care and convenient video visits.

“Stanford Medicine is probably one of the safest places you can be. 
We are taking every precaution.”
—Mary Hawn, MD  |  Chair of the Department of Surgery, Stanford Medicine

To learn more about how we are adapting care, visit: stanfordhealthcare.org/resumingcare

VC_COVID19_RC-SafePlaces_Independent_10x21_AD_v2.indd   1 7/7/2020   12:29:08 PM
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TIRED OF COOKING? THE FOLLOWING RESTAURANTS ARE READY TO SERVE YOU!

Attention Local Restaurants! There is no charge to be added to this list. Please email kim@independnetnews.com

DUBLIN
Amalfi Mediterraneann Fusion
7111 Village Parkway, Dublin
925-833-2715
amalfifusion.com
Takeout & Delivery Available

Casa Orozco Mexican 
Restaurant
7995 Amador Valley Blvd., Dublin
925-828-5464
casaorozco.com 
Takeout & Delivery Available

Coco Cabana
4500 Tassajara Rd. #C, Dublin
925-556-9055
cococabanadublin.com
Takeout & Delivery Available

Frankie Johnnie & Luigi Too!
11891 Dublin Blvd., Dublin
925-828-9380
giorgiosandfjlitalian.com
Takeout & Delivery Available

Hana Japan Steakhouse
7298 San Ramon Rd., Dublin
925-829-7491
habajapan.com
Takeout & Delivery Available

Mountain Mike’s Pizza
8951 San Ramon Rd., Dublin
925-829-1670
mountainmikespizza.com/locations/
dublin-san-ramon.com
Takeout & Delivery Available

Outback Steakhouse
6505 Regional St., Dublin
925-833-9335
outback.com/location/ca/dublin
Takeout & Delivery Available

Rigatoni’s Restaurant
7350 Dublin Blvd., Dublin
925-875-1500
rigatonis.com
Takeout & Delivery Available

Sourdough & Co
2696 Dublin Blvd., Dublin
925-364-7331
sourdoughandco.com
Takeout & Delivery Available

Yafa Hummus Inc
7012 Amador Plaza Rd., Dublin
925-361-5375
yafahummus.com
Open Everyday 10:30am to 9pm
Outdoor Dining, Takeout 
& Delivery Available

LIVERMORE
Americano Livermore 
978 Murrieta  Blvd, Livermore
925-583-5773
americanolivermore.com
Takeout & Delivery Available

Beach Hut Deli
1770 First St., Livermore
925-292-1547
beachhutdeli.com/store/livermore
Takeout, Curbside 
& Delivery Available

Beeb’s Sports Bar & Grill
Los Positas Golf Course
915 Clubhouse Dr., Livermore
beebsatlospositas.com
Takeout Available

Bella Roma Pizzeria
853 E Stanley Blvd., Livermore
(925) 447-4992
bellaromatogo.com
Takeout & Delivery Available

Big Apple Pizza
184 South K St,, Livermore
925-606-1111
livermorebigapplepizza.com
Takeout & Curbside Available

Bruno’s Italian Cuisine
2133 First St., Livermore
925-371-3999
brunositaliancuisine.com
Takeout, Curbside 
& Delivery Available

Campo di Bocce
175 E. Vineyard Ave., Livermore
925-249-9800
campodibocce.com/livermore/
Takeout & Curbside Available

Cake Delight 
147 B North Livermore Ave., Livermore
925-373-7786
cakedelight.com
Takeout, Curbside & Delivery Available

Canton Village Chinese 
Restaurant
1070 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore
925-373-3900
cantonvillage.com
Takeout & Delivery Available

Casa Orozco Mexican 
Restaruant
325 South L St., Livermore
925-449-3045
casaorozco.com
Takeout, Curbside 
& Delivery Available

Cattlemens 
2882 Kitty Hawk Rd., Livermore
925-447-1224
cattlemens.com
Takeout & Curbside Available 
Checkers Catering & 
Special Events
83 Wright Brother Ave., Livermore
925-457-5947
Corporate Delivery Available

China Pavilion Restaurant
1460 N. Vasco Rd., Livermore
925-606-6111
https://www.doordash.com/store/chi-
na-pavilion-livermore-53929/en-US
Takeout & Delivery Available

Cuppa Cafe 
53 Wright Brothers Ave., #A, Livermore
925-447-6844
Cuppa-café-café.business.site
Takeout & Delivery Available

Demitri’s Taverna
2235 First St., Livermore
925-373-0306
demitristavernalivermore.com
Takeout & Delivery Available

Donut Wheel
2017 First St., Livermore
925-447-8190
Takeout Available

El Chaparrito Taqueria
939 Larkspur Dr., Livermore
925-453-6080
Elchaparritotaqueria.com
Takeout & Delivery Available

El Charro Mexican Food 
& Cantina
186 Maple St., Livermore
925-371-8297
elcharrolivermore.com
Takeout, Curbside 
& Delivery Available

Emil Villa’s Hickory Pit
3064 Pacific Ave., Livermore
925-449-1499
emilvillaslivermore.com 
Takeout & Curbside Available
Espresso Rosetta
206 South J. St., Livermore
925-800-5192
espressorosetta.com
Curbside Available

First Street Alehouse
2106 First St., Livermore
925-371-6588
firststreetalehouse.com
Takeout & Delivery Available
Fratello’s Restaurant
2852 Kitty Hawk Rd., Livermore
925-294-9771
Takeout and Delivery Available

French Dips and More
2181 First St, Livermore
925-447-0775
Takeout Available

Garré Vineyard Restaurant
7986 Tesla Rd., Livermore
925-371-8200
garrewinery.com
Takeout & Delivery Available

Hop DeVine
1708 N. Vasco Rd., Livermore
HDV2Go.com
Wed-Sun 12- 8:30
Takeout Available

Jake’s Cafe & Catering
51 Wright Brothers Ave., Livermore
925-292-8088
jakes-cafe.com
Takeout Available

Lemongrass Thai Restaurant
2216 1st St., Livermore
925-606-6496
lemongrasslivermore.com
Takeout Available

Lo’s China Bistro
2059 First St., Livermore
925-455-6878
loschinabistrolivermore.com
Takeout & Delivery Available

Los Caporales Taqueria
1316 Railroad Ave., Livermore
925-455-8226
Open Daily 10am to 8pm
Takeout & Delivery Available

LV Fusion Eatery
174 South K St., Livermore
925-292-4697
lvfusioneatery.com
Takeout Available

Melo’s Pizza and Pasta
4433 First St., Livermore
925-371-4499
melospizzapasta.com
Takeout & Dining Available

Monica’s Livermore
2074 Second St., Livermore
925-292-5568
monicaslivermore.com
Takeout and Delivery Available

Mountain Mike’s Pizza
1472 N. Vasco Rd., Livermore
925-455-8999
mountainmikespizza.com
Takeout & Delivery Available
Mountain Mike’s Pizza
1304 First St., Livermore
925-960-9555
mountainmikespizza.com
Takeout & Delivery Available

Mountain Mike’s Pizza
1304 First St., Livermore
925-960-9555
mountainmikespizza.com
Takeout & Delivery Available

Ofelia’s Kitchen
850 Hillcrest Ave., Livermore
925-449-5162
ofeliaskitchen.com
Takeout/Curbside Available
Panera Bread
4685 1st St., Livermore 
925-606-1456
Panerabread.com
Takeout & Delivery Available
Patxi’s Pizza
2470 1st St., Livermore
925-371-1000
patxispizza.com
Takeout & Delivery Available
Petra Middle Eastern Cuisine 
4524 Las Positas Rd, Livermore
925-371-0412
petra-livermore.com
Takeout & Delivery Available
Posada Restaurant
988 Murrieta Blvd., Livermore
925-606-1004
posadarestaurant.com
Takeout & Curbside Available

Riata Diner & Tavern
190 South J. Street
925-294-9170
theriata.com
Takeout & Curbside Available

Roya Afghan
2020 First St., Livermore
925-447-0576
Royaafghancuisine.com
Takeout, Curbside & 
Delivery Available

Roppongi Sushi
2206 First St., Livermore
925-245-9662
roppongisushilivermore.com
Takeout & Delivery Available

Rusty’s Bar & Grill
2327 1st St., Livermore
925-294-9906
rustys2go.com
Wed-Fri 12-8:30 Sat & Sun 10-8:30
Takeout Available

Sauced BBQ & Sprits
2300 First St.
925-961-1300
saucedbbqandspirits.com
Takeout & Delivery Available

Shadow Puppet Brewing 
Company
4771 Arroyo Vista, Suite B., Livermore
925-453-6498
shadowpuppetbrewing.com
Takeout Available

Simply Fondue
2300 First Street
925-443-6638
s implyfonduelivermore.com
Drive thru Groceries Available
Star Anise
2470 First St. #108, Livermore
925-454-9888
Takeout Available

Strings Italian Café
2205 Las Positas Rd., Livermore
925-373-1044
stringslivermore.com
Takeout Available

Strizzi’s Restaurant
2205 First St., Livermore
925-456-2200
strizzis.com
Takeout, Curbside 
& Delivery Available

Terra Mia Livermore
4040 East Ave., Livermore
925-456-3333
terramialivermore.com
Takeout & Delivery Available

The Color of Fresh
1848 First St., Livermore
thecoloroffresh@gmail.com
Coloroffresh.com
Pickup & Delivery Available
The Original Mel’s Diner
1116 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore
925-371-6357
originalmels.com
Takeout & Delivery Available

Tin Thai Kitchen
235 S. Vasco Rd., Livermore
925-960-1030
tinthaica.com
Takeout Available

Uncle Yu’s At The Vineyard
39 S. Livermore Ave., Livermore
925-449-7000
uncleyusvineyard.com
Takeout, Curbside & 
Delivery Available

Viet Noms Vietnamese Eatery
1100 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore
925-292-5539
Takeout & Delivery Available
vietmonseatery.com

Vitality Bowls
2175 First St., Livermore
925-292-5697
vitalitybowls.com/locations/livermore
Takeout & Delivery Available

Yin Yin
2083 1st. St., Livermore
925-447-1240
yinyinlivermore.com
Takeout & Delivery Available

Zephyr Grill & Bar
1736 First St., Livermore
925-961-1000
zephyrgrill.com
Takeout & Curbside Available

PLEASANTON
Alberto’s Cantina
435 Main St., Pleasanton
925-462-2316
albertoscantinapleasanton.com
Takeout/Curbside Available

Blue Fox Indian Cuisine
5681 Gibraltar Dr., Pleasanton
925-225-9999
bluefoxcuisine.com
Takeout Available

California Pizza Kitchen
1328 Stoneridge Mall Rd., Ste D122, 
Pleasanton
925-251-9771
www.cpk.com
Curbside & Delivery Available

Chianti Reserve
436 Main St., Pleasanton
925-484-3877
chiantireserve.com
Takeout Available       

China Lounge Restaurant & Bar
4220 Rosewood Dr., Pleasanton
925-227-1312
chinaloungetogo.com
Takeout Available

Cocina Mexico
55 W. Angela St., Pleasanton
925-485-3010
mycocinamexico.com
Takeout Available

De La Torre’s
6025 West Las Positas Blvd., 
Pleasanton
925-484-3878
delatorres.net
Takeout & Curbside Available
Dragon City
824 Main St., Pleasanton
925-249-9448
goldendragoncity.net
Takeout & Delivery Available

Eddie Papa’s American Hangout
4889 Hopyard Rd., Pleasnton
925-469 6266
eddiepapas.com
Takeout & Delivery Available

El Molino
5321 Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton
925-463-0428
Takeout Available

Experience Burma 
Restaurant & Bar
221 Division Street, aka 600 Main St, 
Unit G, Pleasanton
Phone: (925) 398-8219
theexperienceburma.com 

Gay Nineties Pizza Co.
288 Main St., Pleasanton
925-846-2520
gayninetiespizza.com
Takeout Available

Hap’s Original Steaks and Seafood
122 West Neal St., Pleasanton
925-600-9200
hapsoriginal.com
Curbside Available

Inklings Coffee & Tea
530 Main St., Pleasanton
925-399-6746
Inklingscoffee.com
Order Online/Walk In/Curbside 

Jim’s Country Style 
Restaurant
5400 Sunol Blvd. #1, Pleasanton
925-426-7019
Takeout & Delivery Available

Main Street Brewery
830 Main St., Pleasanton
925-462-8218
mainstbrewery.com
Takeout Avaiable

Mama’s Pizza Take and Bake 
1991 Santa Rita Rd. #E, Pleasanton 
925 417 751
mamas-pizza-take-bake.business.site
Curbside Pickup & Delivery Available

New Thai Bistro
4301 D Valley Ave., Pleasanton
925-425-7333
newthaibistro.com
Takeout Available

Nonni’s Bistro
425 Main St., Pleasanton
925-600-0411
Nonnisbistro.net
Takeout Available

P.F. Chang’s Pleasanton
1330 Stoneridge Mall Rd., 
Pleasanton
925-224-9916
pfchangs.com
Takeout & Delivery Available

Pasta’s Trattoria
405 Main St., Pleasanton
925-417-2222
pastastrattoriapleasanton.com
Takeout/Curbside Available

Prim Rosebakery
350 Main St., Pleasanton
925-249-1261
primrosebakery.com
Takeout Avaialble

Plucked Chicken & Beer
6762 Bernal Ave. #630, 
Pleasanton
925-425-0795
pluckedchickenandbeer.com
Takeout & Delivery Available

Porky’s Pizza Palace
2911 Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton
925-417-1600
porkyspizzapalace.com 
Takeout & Delivery Available

Rancho Grande Taqueria
2707 Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton
925-600-8620
ranchograndetaqueria.com
Takeout & Delivery Available

Rooster & Rice
3120 Santa Rita Rd., Pleasanton
925-425-7500
roosterandrice.com
Takeout Available

Salt Craft
377 St.Mary’s St., Pleasanton
925-425-9716
saltcraftpleasanton.com
Takeout & Delivery Avaialbe

Strizzi’s
649 Main Street, Pleasanton
925-484-9600
strizzis.com
Takeout & Delivery Avalialbe

Sozo Sushi
2835 Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton
(between Secretariat Dr & Valley Ave)
925-484-5588
sozosushi.com
Pickup & Delivery Available

Stable Cafe
Pleasanton Fairgrounds/Gate 12
4501 Pleasanton Ave., Pleasanton
925-998-2897
Takeout & Curbside Available 

Sultans Kebab
6654 Koll Center Pkwy., 
Pleasanton
925-846-2511
sultanskebabpleasanton.com
Takeout & Delivery Avalialbe

Sunshine Saloon
1807 Santa Rita Rd., Ste K 
Pleasanton
925-846-6108
sunshinesaloon.com
Takeout Available

The Cheesecake Factory
1350 Stoneridge Mall Rd., 
Pleasanton
925-463-1311
thecheesecakefactory.com
Curbside & Delivery Available

The Hopyard
3015 Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton
925-426-9600
hopyard.com
Takeout Available
Two Amigos Taquería
33550 Stanley Blvd., Pleasanton
 925 425 7667
Curbside Pickup & Delivery Available

Vic’s All Star Kitchen
201 A Main St., Pleasanton
925-484-0789
vicsallstar.com
Takeout & Deilvery Available

Wild One
349 Main St., Pleasanton
925-249-9108
wildonegrill.com
Takeout Available

2019 when an internal in-
vestigation into suspected 
improprieties was launched.

“I think the biggest impact 
to the league is the loss of 
trust in its operation,” said 
Eddie Vaca, current president 
of the LLL board of direc-
tors. “It could be the end of 
the league. People could be 
like, ‘We don’t want to as-
sociate with that,’ so they go 
to a different league in town, 
and Livermore Little League 
ceases to exist.”

Arante was arrested July 

3, and according to the LPD, 
she admitted culpability for 
the crimes. No longer in cus-
tody, Arante is scheduled to 
appear in court for an arraign-
ment Sept. 3. She is expected 
to enter a plea at that time.

“It’s saddening for every-
body involved,” said Officer 
Taylor Burruss, LPD public 
information officer. “When 
somebody in a position of 
importance does something 
deceiving like this, it’s sad. 
Then you add the element of 
this being a youth baseball 

association and the steps 
that they’re going to incur to 
recover from this; it’s sad-
dening.”

Suspicions were raised 
when an investigation into 
a missing payment revealed 
a check had been given to 
Arante, but not deposited into 
the league’s account. Further 
internal investigations led 
league officials to present 
their suspicions to the LPD, 
at which point the Criminal 
Investigations Unit assumed 
responsibility for the case. 

With the conclusion of the 
LPD investigation, the case 
was referred to the Alameda 
County District Attorney’s 
Office. A warrant was issued, 
which resulted in Arante’s ar-
rest earlier this month.

“These things happen be-
cause there are not enough 
resources to put protections 
in,” Vaca said.

Vaca, who took over as 
board president following 
Arante’s resignation, indi-
cated his first priority was to 
see that charges were brought 

against Arante. He and the 
rest of the LLL board then 
set about shoring up controls 
over the league’s finances.

An external accounting 
firm was hired to handle 
the league’s bookkeeping, 
accounting and financial au-
dits. Vaca believes the move 
will provide an added layer 
of protection for the league. 
Additionally, the league is 
transitioning its finances to an 
electronic-based system. This 
move will eliminate the need 
for paper checks and nearly 

all cash transactions with the 
limited exception of sales at 
the league’s snack shack.

The $22,000 that was 
stolen, while a significant 
amount, represents only 
about 10% of LLL’s annual 
budget. Vaca doesn’t feel the 
loss will present an insur-
mountable obstacle for the 
league. Efforts are underway 
to recover at least a portion of 
the stolen amount. 

“We’re working with our 
insurance company to see if 

EMBEZZLEMENT
(Continued from first page)

(See EMBEZZLEMENT, page 12)
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1st United Credit Union
5901 Gibraltar Dr., Pleasanton
(800) 649-0193
1stunitedcu.org

1st United Credit Union
4518 Las Positas Rd., Livermore
(800) 649-0193
1stunitedcu.org

99 Ranch Market
4299 Rosewood Dr., Pleasanton
925-463-8899
99ranch.com

99 Ranch Market
2701 Stoneridge Dr., Pleasanton
925-201-8899
99ranch.com

99 Ranch Market
7333 Regional St., Dublin
925-833-3999
99ranch.com

Able To Plumbing
4435 1st St.#443, Livermore
925-606-0990
abletoplumbing.com

Ambient Temperature 
Control (commercial) /
Ambient Heat and Air 
(residential)
403 Research Drive
Livermore, CA 94550
925-606-6673
www.ambientheatandair.com

Bruce’s Tire 
6144 Industrial Way #A, 
Livermore
925-453-0006
brucestire.com
Full Auto Repair & Tire 
Service

Dublin Blvd Shell 
11989 Dublin Blvd, Dublin
925-828-1248
Open 24 hours, Fuel & 
Convenience Store
Delivery Available thru Door Dash 

Ed’s Automotive & 
Light Truck Repair
26 California Ave. Ste E, 
Pleasanton
925-417-0223
edsautorepairpleasanton.com
Open Mon – Fri. 8am to 3pm

Hired Hands Inc. Homecare
240 Spring St. Suite B, 
Pleasanton
925-621-7650
hiredhandshomecare.com
Serving The Tri-Valley

Livermore Auto & Tire
167 So. Livermore Ave., 
Livermore
925-447-7281
livermoreautoandtire.com

Livermore Physical Therapy
1080 Concannon Blvd., 
Livermore
Phone: 925-443-9030
livermorept.com
Open Mon. - Thurs. 8am - 6pm

Machado’s Auto Care
4001 First St. #1, Livermore
925-606-8194
machadosautocare.com
Open Mon. - Fri. 7:30am - 
5:30pm
Auto Service & Repair

Miller’s Air Conditioning 
& Heating
4749 Bennett Dr. #N, Livermore
92-447-3000
millersacandheating.com

My Buddy’s Bike Shop
1601 Railroad Ave #B, 
Livermore
(925) 583-5454
mybuddysbikeshop.com
Open Tues. - Sat. 10am - 6pm

Pet Supplies Plus
4230 Rosewood Dr. Suite B, 
Pleasanton
925-225-0899
petsuppliesplus.com
ORDER ONLINE -Free 2 hour 
Curbside Pick-up Available

Reed Plumbing
1374 Kathy Ct., Livermore
925-371-5671
dareedplumbing.com

Richert Lumber-Ace 
Hardware
5505 Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton
925-846-5040
richertlumber.com
Place order online and pick 
up in store
ONLINE ORDERS acehardware.com

Superfly Wheels 
537 Main St., Pleasanton
925.248.2453
superflywheels.com
Open Porch Side Mon-Fri 11 -5

Tire Mart and Auto 
Express
3511 First St., Livermore
925 373-7111
tiremartandautoexpress.com

Today P.C., Inc.
11750 Dublin Blvd. #102, 
Dublin
925-999-9978
todaypc.com
Remote Computer Repairs 
and IT Help Available

Towne Center Books
555 Main St., Pleasanton
925-846-8826
towncenterbooks.com
Pick-up, Delivery & Shipping 
Available

Tri-Valley Auto Body
3561 First St., Livermore
925-443-8548
trivalleybodyshop.com

 Tri Valley Car Care
1737 First St., Livermore
(925) 443-7474
trivalleycarcare.net

UNCLE Credit Union 
Main Financial Center
2100 Las Positas Ct., Livermore 
925-447-5001
unclecu.org
Open Mon. - Fri. 10am - 2pm

UNCLE Credit Union 
Pleasanton
1987 Santa Rita Rd., # A, 
Pleasanton
925-447-5001
unclecu.org
Open Mon. - Fri. 10am - 2pm

Valley EyeCare Center
5575 W. Las Positas Blvd., 
#240, Livermore
925-460-5000
valleyeyecarecenter.com
Telemedicine Available

Valley Pet Loss Center
189 Contractors Street
Livermore, CA 94551
(925) 344-6135
valleypetloss.com 
Deceased Pet Pickup & 
Cremation Services Available

Van’s Health Foods
2148 First St., Livermore
925-447-2976
vanshealthfoods.com
Takeout, Curbside & 
Delivery Available

Village Pet Shop
3008 Pacific Avenue, 
Livermore
925-443-3015
Mon-Sat, 12pm - 6pm
Store or Curbside Pickup 
Available
Visiting Angels
925-443-1000
visitingangels.com/livermore
Open for in home care for 
seniors in need
Angelcare1000@gamil.com

Western Garden Nursery
2756 Vineyard Ave.,Pleasanton
925-462-1760
westerngardennursery.com
Curbside & Delivery Available

Workbench True Value
652 Main St., Pleasanton
925-846-0727
truevalue.com
Open Mon-Sat 8-7, Sun 9-6

Workbench True Value
1807 Santa Rita Rd., Pleasanton
925-856-0660
truevalue.com
Open Mon - Fri 8-7, Sat 8-6, Sun 9-6

AS WE SHELTER IN PLACE, 
THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES 

ARE OPEN TO SERVE YOU!

LOCAL ESSENTIAL BUSINESS IF YOU WOULD LIKE 
TO BE ADDED TO THIS LIST AT NO CHARGE 

please email kim@independentnews.com

MAILBOX
(Continued from page 4)

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) on advertised Poppy Money Market is accurate as of
March 31, 2020 and is subject to change without notice. APY on Poppy Money Market is
guaranteed for six months from the date of account opening. APY assumes all principal
remains on deposit for 365 days. Interest will be compounded daily and paid monthly. A
minimum daily balance of $10,000 is required. Balances below the minimum daily
balance requirement in Poppy Money Market will incur a monthly service charge of
$10.00 and decrease the APY to Poppy Bank’s standard rate sheet. Withdrawal
transactions or transfers by automatic means, check or electronic transfer are limited to 6
per month. Electronic Statements must be activated to avoid a $2.50 paper statement fee.
Fees, or withdrawals of principal or interest, could reduce earnings. Minimum opening
deposit is $10,000 and must be NEW MONEY ONLY. Offer good only at the Los
Angeles/Westwood, Menlo Park, Milpitas, Orange County/Costa Mesa, Pleasanton, and
Roseville locations. This promotion is subject to change anytime, without notice.

1.00
Open a new account and earn more today!

 

Poppy Money Market

Growing stronger together.

www.poppy.bank  |  (925) 737-0373

%APY*

*Extractions & Bone 
Grafting Are Not Included

SINGLE TOOTH 
REPLACEMENT
SINGLE TOOTH 
REPLACEMENT

2 8 8  M a i n  S t re e t,  P l e a s a n to n  |  ( 9 2 5 )  8 4 6 -2 5 2 0
H o u rs :  S u n –T h u  1 1 a m –7 p m ,  Fr i  &  S a t  1 1 a m – 8 p m

gayninetiespizza.comgayninetiespizza.comgayninetiespizza.com

OPEN FOR TAKE OUT!OPEN FOR TAKE OUT!

DELICIOUS PIZZA 

MADE FRESH FOR YOU!

Homeless Games, Part 
XXXVI - Little Progress 
Greg Scott, Livermore 

She was riding her bike 
by a high-end car dealer-
ship in Livermore with a full 
wraparound helmet when she 
crashed, befallen by another 
frequent epileptic seizure. 

Over five years, she has 
been homeless here; Project 
Roomkey has yet to find her 
or do much of anything for 
her. Following the emergency 
vehicle sirens, her companion 
located her. He has been home-
less over a decade, the local 
family ranch long since lost.  

A man on the nearby bike 
path asked for some "Clear," 
which is crystal methamphet-
amine. There are more hypo-
dermic needles on the ground 
north of the Walmart than be-
fore the March “lockdown” for 

the pandemic, most probably 
used for heroin injections. One 
homeless heroin user recently 
died in the arroyo, not much 
more than a stone's throw 
away from where Livermore's 
namesake – Robert Livermore 
– built his kit house that came 
around Tierra del Fuego.  

Cars are driven past bar-
ricades on the bike path, some 
stolen. One pickup truck was 
lit on fire and burned next to 
the freeway. How exactly is 
this situation improving? 

A hundred homeless in 
Alameda County with CO-
VID-19 as of this writing. With 
no shelter and little sanitation. 
How is this virus not going to 
greatly spread amongst and 
beyond the homeless? Does 
COVID-19 obey some bound-
ary between the unsheltered 
and the comfortably housed? 
Ah, the lepers' colony with 

wanderers. 
As Paul Boden, homeless 

advocate and executive direc-
tor of the Western Regional 
Advocacy Project based in San 
Francisco, said, “There is no 
way the system is set up to deal 
with this. You're going to see 

hundreds of thousands 
more people in the streets. 
Maybe millions." 

Get ready.  
"When the eviction mora-

toriums and increased unem-
ployment benefits time out, 
with the economy everywhere 
in the toilet, it's going to be 
s___ we've never seen before," 
according to Boden. 

Capital is a funny thing 
is it not? $2.2 trillion for the 
CARES Act, the Federal Re-
serve Bank Corporation ex-
panding its “balance” sheet 
since March by over $2.5 
trillion, and billionaires in-

creasing their wealth by over 
$584 billion in the same time 
period. This juxtaposed with 
the existential of the arroyo.  

Chris Hedges summed it up 
in his essay, "The Treason of 
the Ruling Class." Then there 
are “protests” of little intel-
lectual heft at all.  

Perhaps the ruling class 
and the protesters can spend 
a night together in the arroyo. 
Otherwise it is little progress.

COMPLIANCE
(Continued from first page)

As the county seeks fur-
ther clarification, the City of 
Livermore is keeping business 
in line with current standards, 
at least for now.

“While the press release 
has new information, neither 
the county nor the State of 
California has issued new 
legal orders,” the city posted 
in a message on social me-
dia on July 11. “Therefore, 
(the) City of Livermore will 
not be adjusting enforcement 
this weekend (July 11-12), 
and First Street will remain 
closed throughout the week-
end. Downtown businesses 
will be notified should the 
situation change. On Monday, 
the city will reach out to both 
the county and state for further 
clarification.”

On the same day, Liver-
more Downtown Inc., a 
501(c)3 nonprofit dedicated 
to the economic health and vi-
tality of downtown Livermore, 
posted an additional message 
from City Manager Marc 
Roberts regarding Alameda 
County Health Press Release.

“While the press release is 
confusing and unhelpful, it is 
not a new order, nor has the 
State of California issued a 
new order this evening” read 
the post attributed to Roberts. 
“In addition, the guidance 
referred to at the state level is 
not an order. So, at this point 
there is not a valid state or 

county order to shut down 
outdoor dining, and I am not 
going to independently issue 
a local order. The state has 
chosen to issue orders to shut 
down facilities in other coun-
ties and may choose to do so 
for Alameda County in the 
future. However, at this point 
the city will not be making any 
changes to our operations over 
the weekend.”

The Pleasanton Downtown 
Association posted on July 11 
that outdoor dining is still on 
in the downtown area, sharing 
a statement from the City of 
Pleasanton.

“First thing next week, the 
city will work with the county 
and state to clarify if either is 
going to issue a new or revised 
health order as it relates to 
outdoor dining, at which time 
the city will work to make 
necessary modifications,” read 
the statement.

Dublin followed the same 
wait-and-see course over the 
weekend. In a statement issued 
to Dublin businesses July 11, 
the city also noted it would not 
conduct any local enforcement 
until it gains more clarity.

The statement further not-
ed, “The state has developed 
strike teams that may or may 
not conduct enforcement this 
weekend in the county, so 
restaurants should understand 
this information if they hold 
California Department of Al-

coholic Beverage Control 
(ABC) licenses.”

As of press time, July 14, 
the cities were still in a hold-
ing pattern.

Livermore had addressed 
the concern in a regularly 
scheduled city council meet-
ing, held Monday, July 13, 
during which time, City Man-
ger Marc Roberts noted the 
number of cases and positive 
tests within the city.

“It is county staff’s belief 
that currently, based on the fact 
that Alameda County has not 
been approved as a variance 
county … that outdoor dining 
is not currently permitted,” 
Roberts said. “However, the 
county did not issue a new 
order and neither did the state 
… We continue to work with 
both the county and the state 
to get greater clarity on what 
the actual requirements are.”

Pleasanton Councilmem-
ber Julie Testa confirmed that 
her city was also waiting on 
county and state response on 
a variance.

“I prioritize the health and 
safety of our residents,” Testa 
said. “I ask all residents to 
wear masks in public.”

Currently, county officials 
are moving toward obtaining 
a variance from the state – an 
application to the state to move 
ahead with reopening. A letter 
of support for the variance is 
on the agenda for next Tues-

day’s board of supervisors’ 
meeting. Alameda County hit 
pause on reopening on June 
29, due to rising case rates and 
hospitalizations, and delayed 
plans to apply for a variance.

“While the data have not 
become more favorable, ap-
plying for a variance is a 
procedural action that would 
provide us with the flexibility 
to ensure that we can con-
tinue to allow the activities 
that the health officer deter-
mines are lower risk for our 
community,” said Balram. 
Although individual cities in 
the county may not be enforc-
ing any new state guidance 
this weekend, businesses and 
patrons should keep in mind 
that ‘strike teams’ of state in-
spectors contacted thousands 
of California businesses over 
the recent Independence Day 
weekend as an effort to enforce 
coronavirus restrictions in the 
wake of surging case numbers.

Members from 10 agencies 
make up the strike teams, and 
officials say they sent letters 
to every employer, or about 
350,000 businesses, warning 
that they could face fines or 
potential criminal prosecution 
if they failed to implement a 
new statewide requirement to 
wear face coverings.

For updated state guid-
ance for restaurants providing 
takeout, drive-through, and 
delivery, visit www.acphd.org.
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ENJOY A GLASS OF LOCAL WINE
Your favorite wines are available for pickup, delivery or shipping! 

Call or visit websites for specials.

       If you are a local winery and would like to be added to this list at no charge 
     please email kim@independentnews.com

3 Steves Winery
5700 Greenville Rd., Livermore
925-364-4889
3steveswinery.com
Curbside Pickup, Local 
Delivery & Shipping Available 

Arroyo Cellars
2270 Research Dr., Livermore
925-487-7680
arroyocellars.com
Curbside Pickup & Delivery 
Available

Bent Creek Winery
5455 Greenville Rd., Livermore
 925-455-6320
bentcreekwinery.com
Curbside Pickup 
& Shipping Available

Big White House Winery
6800 Greenville Rd., Livermore
925-449-1976
bigwhitehouse.com
Pickup & Delivery Available

BoaVentura de Caires 
Winery
9309 Tesla Rd., Livermore
925-606-9672
boaventuravineyard.com
Pickup, Delivery & 
Shipping Available

Caddis Winery
7878 Cedar Mountain Rd., Livermore
925-380-6219
caddiswine.com
Local Delivery Available

Cedar Mountain Winery 
& Port Works
10843 Reuss Rd., Livermore
925-373-6636
cedarmountainwinery.com
Curbside Pickup Available

Charles R Vineyards & Winery
8195 Crane Ridge Rd. 
(5800 Greenville Road), Livermore
925-337-3081
charlesrvineyards.com    
Curbside Pickup & 
Shipping Available

Cuda Ridge Wines
2400 Arroyo Rd., Livermore
510-304-0914
cudaridgewines.com
Curbside Pickup & Table
Reservations On Patio

Dante Robere Vineyards
1200 Wetmore Rd., Livermore
925-245-0172
danterobere.com
Local Delivery & 
Curbside Pickup Available
Darcie Kent Vineyards
7000 Tesla Rd., Livermore
925-243-9040
darciekentvienyards.com
Curbside Pickup & 
Shipping Available

Eagle Ridge Vineyard
10017 Tesla Rd., Livermore
925-447-4328
eagleridgevineyard.com
Curbside Pickup, Delivery 
& Shipping
el Sol Winery
8626 Lupin Way, Livermore
925-606-1827
elsolwine.com
Curbside Pickup & Shipping 
Available
Embodied Wines
2271 S. Vasco Rd. #D, Livermore
925-292-8625
embodiedwines.com
Delivery Available
Enoteca Five Tasting 
Room & Cellars
2111 Research Drive #6, Livermore
925-852-1861
enoteca5.com
Pickup & Complementary 
Shipping Available
Entropy Cellars
2720 Marina Ave., Livermore
925-200-0849
entropycellars.com
Curbside Pickup, Delivery & 
Shipping Available
Fenestra Winery
83 Vallecitos Rd, Livermore
925-447-5246
fenestrawinery.com
Curbside Pickup & 
Shipping Available
Garré Vineyard & Winery
7986 Tesla Rd., Livermore
925-371-8200
garrewinery.com
Curbside Pickup & 
Shipping Available
Las Positas Vineyards
1828 Wetmore Rd., Livermore
925-449-9463
laspositasvineyards.com
Curbside Shipping & 
Delivery Available
Leisure Street Winery
8953 Tesla Rd., Livermore
925-337-5463
leisurestreetwinery.com
Curbside Pickup & 
Delivery Available
Longevity Wines
2271 S.Vasco Rd., Livermore
925-443-9463
longevitywines.com
Pickup, Delivery & 
Shipping Available
McGrail Vineyards 
and Winery
5600 Greenville Rd., Livermore
925-215-0717
mcgrailvineyards.com
Curbside Pickup, Delivery & 
Shipping Available

McKahn Family Cellars
2245–A South Vasco Rd., Livermore
925-453-1823
mckahnfamilycellars.com
Pickup Available
Mitchell Katz Winery
New Location
2915 S. Vasco Rd., Livermore
925-454-9463
mitchellkatzwinery.com
Pickup, Curbside & 
Shipping Available
Murrieta’s Well
3005 Mines Rd., Livermore
 925-456-2395
murrietaswell.com
Shipping Available

Nottingham Cellars
2245 S. Vasco Rd. # C, Livermore
925-294-8647
nottinghamcellars.com
Curbside Pickup & 
Delivery Available

Occasio Winery
2245 B. South Vasco Rd., 
Livermore
925-371-1987
occasiowinery.com
Curbside Pickup & 
Shipping Available

Omega Road Winery
2127 S Vasco Rd., Livermore
925-290-8616
omegaroadwinery.com
Curbside Pickup, Delivery 
& Shipping Available

Page Mill Winery
1960 S. Livermore Ave., Livermore
925-456-7676
pagemillwinery.com
Pickup & Delivery Available

Retzlaff Vineyards and 
Estate Winery
1356 S. Livermore Ave., Livermore
 925-447-8941
retzlaffvineyards.com
Curbside Pickup & 
Shipping Available

Rios-Lovell Estate Winery
6500 Tesla Rd., Livermore
925-443-0434
rioslovellwinery.com
Pickup & Shipping Available

Rodrigue Molyneaux 
Winery
3053 Marina Ave., Livermore
925-443-1998
rmwinery.com
Parking Lot Pickup Available

Rosa Fierro Cellars
346 Earhart Way, Livermore
925-963-1406
rosafierrocellars.com
Curbside Pickup Available

Rubino Estates Winery
1188 Vineyard Ave., Pleasanton 
 925-484-1699
rubinoestateswinery.com
Shipping Available

Ruby Hill Winery
400 Vineyard Ave., Pleasanton
925-931-9463
rubyhillwinery.net
Shipping Available

Steven Kent Winery
5443 Tesla Rd., Livermore 
925-243-6442
stevenkent.com
Curbside Pickup & 
Shipping Available

Tenuta Vineyards
633 Kalthoff Common, Livermore
925-699-4576
Tenutawinery.com
Pickup, Delivery & 
Shipping Available

The Singing Winemaker
5143 Tesla Rd., Livermore
 925-606-9463
thesingingwinemaker.com
Pickup & Delivery Available

Wente Vineyards Estate 
Winery & Tasting Room
5565 Tesla Rd., Livermore
925-456-2305
wentevineyards.com
Shipping Available

Wente Vineyards 
Tasting Lounge
5050 Arroyo Rd., Livermore
925-456-2405
wentevineyards.com
Shipping Available

White Crane Winery
5405 Greenville Rd., Livermore
925-321-5463
whitecranewinery.com
Shipping Available

Wood Family Vineyards
2407 Research Dr., Livermore
925-606-7411
woodfamilyvineyards.com
Delivery, Pickup & 
Shipping Available

WE MAY NOT BE POURING...
BUT THANKS TO YOU, 
WE ARE STILL OPEN.

THANK YOU AND STAY WELL
THE TAYLOR FAMILY & RETZLAFF VINEYARDS

JOIN OUR  WINE CLUB TODAY.
Drive Thru Open for Sales and Pick Up

Fine Wines made from own Organically Certified Grapes

RetzlaffVineyards.com

Castro Receives Scholarship for Semester in Germany 
Livermore High School student Brian Castro will spend a 

semester next year living with a host family in Germany as part 
of the ASSE International Student Exchange Program. Castro 
has been awarded a Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange 
Scholarship, sponsored by the U.S. and German governments, 
to cover the costs of the exchange program. He will be one 
of 50 American high school students traveling to Germany in 
January 2021. 

  
Alabama Honors Tri-Valley Students 

Melissa Madera, from Dublin, was named to the Presidents 
List at the University of Alabama, in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, for 
the spring semester with a 4.0 grade point average. Four other 
students from the Tri-Valley area were named to the Dean’s 
List, with a GPA of 3.5 or higher, including Trevor Ibanez, from 
Pleasanton, and Deema Afana, Sean Haggerty, and Jarrett 
Powell, all from Livermore. 

Education News

A Dublin High School 
senior-to-be has created a 
podcast to address the im-
pact that the COVID-19 
pandemic has had on stu-
dents, especially their mental 
health, as they deal with the 
pressures of closed schools, 
distance learning, college 
applications, cancellation of 
standardized testing, limited 
volunteer opportunities and 
grades. 

“At first, [schools being 
closed] was a dream come 
true,” said TeenTalks podcast 
creator and host Yashvardhan 
Khaitan. “I didn’t need to 
get up early to go to school. 
I could take my classes and 
do my school assignments 
in bed.  

“But I realized that I was 
waking up late and missing 
my [online] classes over 
time,” he added. “I was los-
ing the grip on my daily 
tasks. I created this podcast 
to address my own situation 
dealing with the pandemic's 
fallout, later realizing it was 
bringing me closer to other 
people in the community 
who are going through this.” 

The weekly podcasts, 

which debuted June 12 with 
another Dublin High School 
senior-to-be, Ibraheem Syed, 
as Khaitan’s guest, are aimed 
at both students and their par-
ents. They cover topics such 
how to cope with stress and 
maintain an active routine 
during the pandemic, how 
will colleges decide who to 
admit without SAT scores, 
why enroll at an out-of-state 
school if classes will be held 
online, and how the pan-
demic might affect a future 
career.   

“This podcast is a great 
listen,” said Pratham Dalal, 
another Dublin High School 
senior-to-be. “It offers a fresh 
perspective from students 
who were directly affected 
by COVID-19. Everyone 
needs to listen…to under-
stand how young people are 
dealing with this monumen-
tal change. As a student, lis-
tening to this podcast makes 
me realize I am not the only 
one; other students face the 
same problem.” 

Episodes of TeenTalks 
are available on platforms 
such as Apple Podcasts and 
Spotify.

Weekly Podcasts Address 
Pandemic Impact on Students 

Five young Alameda County authors, including one from 
Pleasanton, received top awards this year in the Alameda 
County Fair creative writing competition.  

Kelly Feng, from Pleasanton, took first in Best Creative 
Writing, Grades 6-8, for the story “Many Kind Hands.” 

Other first place winners were:  
Rachel Hernandez, from San Leandro, Best Open Youth 

Creative Writing, Ages 9-12, for “Carla’s New Job.” 
Jeshua Wickham, from Martinez, Best Open Youth Cre-

ative Writing, Ages 13-17, for “The American Revolution.”  
Alyssa Liu, from Freemont, Best Education Poem, Grades 

K-5, for “Corona Virus Poem.” 
Siya Singh, from Freemont, Best Education Short Story, 

Grades K-5, for “The Lemonade Escape.” 
The Tri-Valley branch of the California Writers Club 

sponsored cash awards of $20-$25 dollars for the winner.

Five Alameda Youth Win Writing Awards  

By Heather Brewer

This August, Girls Math 
Association (GMA) at Dub-
lin High School will host the 
2020 GMA Math Contest, an 
online math competition for 
girls in grades 5 to 8.

The GMA believes par-
ticipating in competitions at 
earlier ages will give girls a 
chance to step out of gender 
stereotypes and gain more 
confidence in their STEM 
skills. The group is dedicated 
to providing all girls who are 
interested in mathematics the 
opportunity to develop their 
skills through both competi-
tion resources and school 
support.

To improve the current 
gender ratio in high-tech 
industries, club members 
are encouraging more girls 
to expand their interests in 
math. By creating a dedicated 
math environment, they will 
collaborate, develop and 
improve together.

“I’ve been involved in 
computer science since I was 
young, and it is very obvious 
there is a gender gap in that 
field,” said Grace Liu, a club 

member who is helping craft 
problems for the competition. 
“It is really important to en-
courage girls to explore their 
interest in math and other 
STEM fields when they are 
young, so that they are ready 
to participate when they get 
to high school and college.”

According to their web-
site at girlsmathassociation.
weebly.com, the GMA is a 
100% student-run club that 
aims to provide support to 
girls interested in mathemat-
ics and STEM. The club 
strives to create an environ-
ment where girls can pursue 
their interests in mathematics 
through a variety of resources 
including competitions, tu-
toring, and interactive ac-
tivities. Since mathematics 
is intricately connected to 
science and engineering, it is 
critical for those who plan to 
pursue a STEM career path to 
have a sufficient background.

“I saw the flier for this 
competition, and I was very 
excited to test my math skills 
and gain more knowledge,” 
said contest participant Tan-
mayi Tarepalli, a fifth-grad-

er at Amador Elementary 
School in Dublin. “It’s nice 
to have this for girls, because 
lots of girls my age don’t re-
ally like math. This will be 
a good way for them to see 
that it’s fun. I love math and 
coding.”

The contest period begins 
on Aug. 1 and ends on Aug. 
3, at 11:59 p.m. This will give 
the students the flexibility to 
choose when they will take 
the exam. The exam will 
be timed at 50 minutes and 
contains 30 multiple-choice, 
intensive math problems, 
covering algebra, geometry, 
number theory, counting 
and probability. Top scorers 
of the exam in the grades 5 
to 6 category and the grades 
7 to 8 category will be given 
monetary awards as prizes.

To register or for more 
information about the Girls 
Math Association or the 2020 
GMA Math Contest, visit 
girlsmathassociation.weebly.
com.

High School Hosts Online Math Contest for Girls

By Ruth Roberts

A group of Tri-Valley 
students committed to help-
ing those most financially 
impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic has launched a 
nonprofit organization de-
signed to get the unem-
ployed back to work – and 
back on their feet.

Called the Genuine 
Global Foundation, the or-
ganization is the brainchild 
of Foothill High School 
freshman Yash Kaushik. 
It’s comprised of students 
from Foothill, Amador and 
California high schools 
and other Bay Area high 
schools, who are working 
with LinkedIn to secure 
free premium packages for 
those in need. The packages, 
which are the equivalent 
of a three-month subscrip-
tion, offer jobseekers more 
reach to potential employers 
among other tools to secure 
employment.

“We have joined hands to 
help people that are affected 
financially by COVID-19,” 
said Yash. “As you already 
know, many businesses are 
being shut down, and lots 
of people are losing their 
jobs. I wanted to find a way 
to help out my local com-
munity and get people back 
to work.”

The group is also spread-
ing the word about their 
organization via Nextdoor, 
Reddit, local Patch sites, 
Instagram, GoFundMe and 
the development of their 
own app.

“We felt like LinkedIn 
was an easy site for peo-
ple to access and use, and 
(LinkedIn) has also given 
us a few accounts to get us 
going, so we are very appre-
ciative,” said Yash. “Things 
are going very well.”

The LinkedIn project is 
divided into teams that run 

the program, which includes 
an interview process where 
individuals provide proof 
of their educational back-
ground, work history and 
current circumstances.

“We talk to them, deter-
mine their needs and walk 
them through the process,” 
said Yash.

While anyone who is 
unemployed is welcome 
and encouraged to apply, 
foundation co-founder Ab-
hyudaya Srivastava, a soph-
omore at California High 
School in San Ramon, said 
the immediate focus is on 
those most in need.

“We are targeting people 
who are not earning enough 
to provide for their families 
or put food on the table and 
a roof over their heads,” said 
Abhyudaya. “A lot of people 
have the requirements and 
degrees and experience, 
but it is hard right now for 
them to go out and get jobs, 
so that is where we want to 
help.”

Since officially launch-
ing the project two weeks 
ago, the group has raised 
over $1,200 and garnered a 
waiting list of prospective 
clients.

Now the foundation is 
looking for help on the 

backside of the project.
“We are recruiting for 

donors and volunteers to 
assist with the project,” said 
Abhyudaya. “We are look-
ing for a lot of additional 
help.”

The LinkedIn project is 
the group’s first foray into 
the nonprofit sector, but it 
certainly won’t be their last. 
As the foundation grows, so 
will their scope. Plans are 
already in the works for a 
new project called Delivery 
Slot, a Chrome web exten-
sion and accompanying app 
that will allow customers to 
filter through all the local 
delivery apps and websites 
and choose an open slot that 
best fits their needs. Yash 
and Abhyudaya’s team of 
programmers will work 
behind the scenes to ensure 
an easy, user-friendly ex-
perience.

“It feels great helping 
people, and it is amazing to 
see that a thought that we 
had has turned into a real 
thing,” said Abhyudaya. 
“We’re hoping to make a 
real difference to a lot of 
people.” For more infor-
mation or to donate to the 
Genuine Global Foundation, 
visit www.projectgenuine.
com.

Students Develop Nonprofit to Help Unemployed

At Dublin’s Emerald Glen Park, families enjoyed warm weather and exercise while 
flying kites.  (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)



OBITUARIES

Jack R. Merideth 
Oct. 21, 1945 – June 28, 2020 

On June 12, 2020, Steve Hel-
geson, Mr. Moonstone, lost his 
two-year battle with cancer two 
weeks after his 70th birthday.  

Steve was born in Rich-
land, Washington, to Lew and 
Carolyn Helgeson. Lew was a 
nuclear physicist and Carolyn 
an artist and musician. They 
moved to Pleasanton, Califor-
nia, in 1956, where Steve spent 
his childhood running through 
and exploring the local fields 
and hills with his brother, Peter, 
and sister, Julie.  He displayed 
an exceptional ability to design 
and construct at an early age, 
building a three-story treehouse 
and more than a few go-karts. 
Among his favorite childhood 
hobbies was making rockets 
with his brother and conducting 
various experiments, many of 
which resulted in an explosion 
of some sort.  

In his teens, Steve was a 
falconer, raising sparrow hawks 
and his red-tailed hawk, Ike. 
Steve adored Ike. He would let 
Ike fly the neighborhood dur-
ing the day and, with the help 
of liver treats, had trained him 
to return home in the evening.  

Steve graduated from Ama-
dor High School in 1968, after 
which he worked for several 
years at the GM Plant in Fre-
mont. He also traveled exten-
sively with his family and was 
able to see much of the world.  
In 1970, he bought his first gui-

tar in Japan, which he learned to 
play as he traveled throughout 
Europe. Upon his return from 
Europe, he moved to Humboldt 
County and attended College 
of the Redwoods, where, with 
a continued interest in falconry 
and birds of prey, he pursued a 
degree in wildlife management.  

It was while taking a wood-
working class at College of the 
Redwoods that Steve decided 
to build an acoustic bass. His 
inspiration came from hanging 
out in a meadow in Yosemite 
with a bunch of guitar players. 
They were lacking an acoustic 
bass, so Steve built one, and 
the seed was planted. Through 
self-teaching and a considerable 
amount of trial and error, Steve 
would move on to build electric 
guitars, leading to the birth 
of Moonstone Guitars. Under 
the Moonstone moniker, Steve 

enjoyed great success, building 
unbelievable guitars for numer-
ous high-profile clients. He 
was a highly gifted artist and a 
master who was considered by 
many to be one of the greatest 
luthiers of his time.  

When he wasn’t building 
guitars, Steve immensely en-
joyed flying remote planes 
and helicopters with his flying 
buddies.  He enjoyed riding his 
motorcycle with his doggle-clad 
dog, cruising in his Corvette, 
and being the pace car driver 
in stock car races.   

Steve is survived by his 
wife of 24 years, Sandy Helge-
son; his two daughters, Heidi 
Olsen Hessler (Nya) of Fortuna, 
California, and Micah Hel-
geson-McDonald (Michael), 
of Blue Lake, California; his 
grandchildren, Liam, Kai, Pax-
ton, Koa, Phoenix and Penel-
ope; his brother, Peter Helge-
son of Modesto, California; his 
sister, Julie Helgeson-Wilkins 
(Mark); and nephew, Mat-
thew Wilkins, of Soulsbyville, 
California. He will be missed by 
the many great friends he made 
over the years and by the many 
workers who assisted and ap-
prenticed with him. Steve made 
a huge impact on so many lives. 

A celebration of life will 
be held on a future date, when 
attendees can gather in larger 
numbers. 

www.independentnews.com JULY 16, 2020 • The Independent  99

Cynthia "Cindy" Ann Makepeace 
March 5, 1954 – July 4, 2020 

Stephen Andor Helgeson 
May 29, 1950 – June 12, 2020 

Cynthia Ann Makepeace 
passed away on July 4, 2020, 
at the age of 66. 

Cindy was born on March 
5, 1954, in Livermore. She at-
tended St. Michael School and 
Livermore High School. Cindy 
loved her family, especially her 
grandchildren, and she loved 
going to the beach and collect-
ing sea glass. 

She was proceeded in death 
by her mother, Helen Make-
peace. She is survived by her 
father, Robert Makepeace of 
Livermore; her children, Audra 
Fragulia of Tracy, Jess Bouscal 
of Livermore and Sara Bouscal 
of Watsonville; her grandsons, 

Joey Perez, Elijah Leonardo 
and Triston Richardson; her 
granddaughters, Carla Perez 
and Jovianne Bouscal; and great 
grandson Marcus Perez. She 
is also survived by her sisters, 
Linda Makepeace-Androws and 
Monique Makepeace-Doyle, 
both of Livermore, Paula 
Makepeace-Martinez of Mesa, 
Arizona, and Elena Makepeace-
Plute of Oakley; many nieces 
and nephews; and many friends. 

She will be missed every 
day. 

Daughter, Sister, Mom, 
Nana, Aunt and friend.  

Forever in our hearts. 

A long-time resident of 
Pleasanton, Jacque Holder 
loved serving her Lord in 
church and in her community. 

Jacque went home to be with 
her Savior on June 16, after 
battling dementia. She was 84.  

She and her late husband of 
58 years, Carl Holder, lived in 
Pleasanton from the early 1960s 
until her death, except for five 
years spent living abroad. They 
were active members of the 
Presbyterian church throughout 
their time in Pleasanton. Jacque 
led Challenge, the youth group 
at church, for several years. She 
also participated in Bible stud-
ies throughout her life.  

She was born in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma, to Odessa Myrl 
Beard Caudle and Leo Hardin 
Caudle. She graduated from 
Capitol Hill High School and 
married fellow Capitol graduate 
Carl Holder on April 26, 1958. 
They had three daughters that 
she raised in Pleasanton. She 
loved entertaining people in her 
home and was known for her 
homemade hot fudge sauce. Her 
friends and family knew very 
well that she was not a morning 

person. No calls before 10 am. 
Later in Carl’s career as an 

airline pilot, he transferred his 
flying base to Berlin, where he 
and Jacque lived for five years. 
He captained jets for Pan Am, 
and they were there when the 
Berlin Wall came down in 1989. 
All three daughters visited them 
while they were based in Berlin.  

Her daughters have favorite 
memories of the times spent at 
the family’s mountain vacation 
home in Blue Lake Springs, 
near Arnold, that Carl built. 
Another favorite memory was 
the full family of 15 people 
traveling to Kenya for a safari.  

After Carl retired from the 
airlines, they traveled the coun-
try in their fifth-wheel trailer. 
They took advantage of Carl’s 
job to travel widely, and the 
family enjoyed annual trips to 
Hawaii for vacation.  

She is survived by her 
daughters, Karen (Brooke) 
Burton of Highlands Ranch, 
Colorado, Carla (Jeff) Land of 
Diablo, California, Kelly (Da-
vid) Elkins of Portland, Oregon; 
grandchildrenm Kelby (Kurt) 
Ewert of Liberty, Missouri, 
Marley (Alex) Dagner of Port-
land, Oregon, Thatcher Burton 
of Fort Collins, Colorado, Jen-
nifer (Mike) Anderson of Fen-
ton, Missouri, Jessica Land of 
Portland, Oregon, Emily Elkins 
of Portland, Oregon, and Paige 
Elkins of Portland, Oregon; and 
her great-grandchild, Karson 
Carl Ewert of Liberty, Missouri. 

A memorial service will be 
held later in the year. The fam-
ily prefers contributions in her 
memory to GraceWay Church, 
1183 Quarry Lane, Pleasanton, 
CA, 94566 or www.graceway-
life.org. 

Jack passed away with con-
tinuing medical conditions. 

Jack was a Navy Veteran 
and retired from Sandia Nation-
al Laboratories. He was born 
in Missouri and enjoyed fish-
ing and camping with Cookie. 
Jack is preceded in death by 
his parents. 

He was well loved and will 
be missed dearly by Cookie of 
28 year; her daughter, Michelle; 
her granddaughters, Mariah 
and Marissa; and Cookie's 
son-in-law, Octavio - all who 
helped care for Jack. He is also 

survived by his three sisters, 
Liz (California) and her three 

daughters, Marie, Lisa and 
Kathy; Barb (Texas) and her 
two daughters, Katy and Donna; 
and Debbie (Mississippi); as 
well as four brothers, Gary 
(Missouri), Mike (Arkansas), 
Jimmy and Terry (Mississippi) 
and all of their families. Jack 
also had a good friend, Gary 
Flowers, who called and came 
by often to check on Jack, al-
though he was not able to see 
him during COVID-19 times. 

Jack will be laid to rest in 
Lott, Texas. 

 

Longtime Livermore resi-
dent George R. Jensen passed 
away on Saturday morning, 
May 30, 2020, at his property in 
Tehachapi, Kern County, Cali-
fornia. 

He was 85 and passed of 
natural causes – arteriosclerosis 
cardiovascular disease. At the 

time of his death, George was 
building a custom home on 
his ranch located in the Alpine 
Forest Estates in the mountains 
southwest of Tehachapi. 

 George was a business 
graduate of San Jose State 
University, class of 1956. His 
career as a custom homebuilder 
in the Amador Valley spanned 
50 years, with creation of many 
notable residences built by the 
G. R. Jensen Construction Com-
pany. They include many homes 
located along Almond Circle 
and commercial properties in 
downtown Livermore. Perhaps 
George is best known for res-
toration of the landmark water 
tower located on the historic 
Livermore Sanitarium grounds. 
It served as his residence for 
many years. 

His talent for quality con-
struction came naturally as the 

grandson of longtime Liver-
more builders Niels Jensen and 
nephew of Roy N. Jensen. 

 George is survived by his 
sister, Shirley M. Tinsley of 
Livermore; brother Alan J. 
Jensen of Wasco; sister Carol 
A. Jensen of Brentwood; three 
surviving children, Kimberley 
A. Fox of Washington State, 
Galen R. Jensen of Idaho, and 
Courtney Jensen of Stockton; 
and five granddaughters. He is 
predeceased by his parents, Ras-
mus L. Jensen and Dorothy M. 
Jensen, both longtime Amador 
Valley and Brentwood farmers. 

The Jensen family appre-
ciates your kind words and 
thoughtfulness. Funerary ser-
vice by Peter’s Funeral Home, 
in Wasco, California. Remem-
brances to the American Heart 
Association are appreciated. 

Linda Floyd Spears passed 
away on Friday, July 3, at the 
age of 69. 

A spirited, young-hearted 
woman, Linda will be remem-
bered for her passion for fam-
ily, animals, and the nursing 
profession. 

Linda was born Feb. 3, 
1951, in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, to Pauline and Jesse 
Floyd. In 1957, the family 
moved to Livermore, where 
Linda graduated from high 
school, then nursing school 
shortly after. Later, she earned 
certifications in intensive care 
and coronary care nursing. 

She began her nursing career 
at the Valley Memorial Hospi-
tal in Livermore and finished 
as a critical care unit nurse at 
Auburn Faith. For 40 years, 
she advocated for patient rights 
and represented her colleagues 
across the nation in this effort.  

From a very early age, Lin-
da’s heart for animals turned 

into a love for horses. She was 
active in the Nevada County 
Horseman’s Association where 
she earned the distinction of 
‘High Point Champion’ three 
years in a row and served on 
the California State Park Horse 
Trail Patrol for five years. Linda 
loved and respected nature and 
enjoyed trout and almon fish-
ing. She was an avid pheasant 
hunter, along with her beloved 
dog, Elton. 

Linda was an active member 
of Peace Lutheran Church in 
Grass Valley. She served as an 
assisting minister for Sunday 
worship, and she was active in 
the women’s group and a regu-
lar member of the Martha Circle 
Bible study group. Linda’s love 
for God grew through the years, 
and she demonstrated unwaver-
ing faith through her service to 
the Lord and others. 

Linda is survived by her 
husband of 37 years, Jesse Lee 
Spears; her son, Jesse Allan 
Judd, and his wife, Aidge; her 
granddaughter, Ariana; her 
mother, Pauline Floyd; and her 
three sisters, Pat Alexander, 
Ann Gomez and Janie Pyle; 
as well as extended family and 
numerous nieces and nephews. 
She is preceded in death by her 
father Jesse Floyd. 

Information regarding her 
memorial service will be an-
nounced later. 

A longtime resident of Pleas-
anton, California, Richard Lee 
Statham died of lung cancer 
on June 16, 2020 in Alamo, 
California. 

He was the son of Roy Eu-
gene Statham, Sr. and Leatrice 
Virginia (Hopper) Statham. 
Richard was born in St. Louis, 
Missouri, where his father was 
in the U.S. Army Air Corps, 
stationed nearby at Jefferson 
Barracks. After his father’s 
discharge from active duty in 
1945, the family relocated to 
San Leandro, California. 

San Leandro was a nice 
town to grow up in, and Rich-
ard and his brother Roy en-
joyed hunting and fishing the 
area in their youth. On many 
early weekend mornings, they 
could be seen carrying their 
shotguns down Davis Street, 
heading for the bay. Knowing 
the boys were going duck hunt-
ing, the police would honk and 
wave when they recognized the 
young brothers. Rich saw many 
changes in this bayside city 
during the 1950s and ‘60s, as 
the nearby farms were replaced 
by the Nimitz Freeway, and 
his duck hunting and fishing 
spots gave way to golf courses, 
the Oakland Airport, and com-
mercial development at the San 
Leandro Marina.  

After graduating from San 
Leandro High School in 1961, 
Richard worked as a sales-
man at Grodins Men’s Store in 
downtown Oakland, California. 
It was a perfect fit, as he was 
always impeccably dressed. He 
later was employed by United 
Glass Company in Oakland as 
an outside salesperson, and he 

finished his career in the glass 
industry as a supervisor for 
International Window Company 
in Hayward, California.  

In his youth, he was a cham-
pion junior bowler, and he 
excelled at shooting pool. He 
played at the San Leandro Bowl 
and at The Boomerang, a small 
billiards venue primarily popu-
lated by local teenagers. 

Rich had to give up bowl-
ing after being injured in an 
industrial accident, but con-
tinued playing pool, becom-
ing a regular at tournaments 
throughout Northern California 
and Nevada. He once played 
Willie Mosconi, a United States 
National Pool Champion who 

represented Brunswick Pool 
Tables. Richard lost that match 
with Mosconi, but – instead of 
being discouraged – he was 
inspired. He continued to love 
the game, training tirelessly to 
improve his skills and eventu-
ally tutoring other players. 

He had always wanted to 
be the proprietor of an upscale 
pool room and, in 1995, real-
ized that dream by purchasing 
Felts Billiard Club (now Crown 
Billiards) in San Ramon, Cali-
fornia. Richard retired and sold 
the business in 2001, but he 
continued to play in tourna-
ments. He represented various 
teams from the Livermore ‘Big 
Win 8 Ball League’ for the past 
24 years. 

In addition to his life-long 
passion for pool, fishing and 
hunting, Richard enjoyed gar-
dening, and was a large collector 
of a variety of musical genres, 
particularly early blues and 
country music. In his spare time, 
he could be found fly-fishing on 
Fall River in Shasta County, or 
hunting for deer and antelope 
from Northern California to the 
Oregon border. He led a full life. 

Richard is survived by his 
wife of 36 years, Florence; 
brother Roy Statham (Lau-
rel) of Pleasanton; sister Janis 
Dice (Michael) of Auburn, 
California; stepdaughters Deb-
bie Phelps (Greg) and Renee 
Pletcher (Ron); and stepsons 
Keith Jeanminette (Mary), Ken-
ny Jeanminette (Debbie) and 
Kevin Jeanminette.  

A memorial service will 
be held after the coronavirus 
subsides. 

Jessenda Helen ”Cinda” 
Swiger, née Valente, passed 
away from natural causes on 
Sunday, June 28, 2020, at the 
age of 80 years old. 

She is preceded in death 
by her loving husband, Roy 
Earl; and her parents, Camillo 
“Charles” and Madeline “Hel-
en” Valente. She is survived by 
her six children; Mary Frances 
(m. Bryce Swartzwelder), Jef-
frey Charles (m. Lynn LeGette), 
Roy Raymond (m. Wendy 
Spengler), Camillo Salvatore 
(m. Amanda Russell), Frank 
Leonard (m. Christy Muhleis-
sen), and Alexander Christian; 
sister, Helen (m. Len Cava-
naugh); two brothers, Charles 
“Chuck” Valente (m. Cathy 
Freitas) and Francis “Buzz” 
Valente (m. Linda Wagner), 
eleven grandchildren, Bryce, 
Jessenda, Camillo, Victoria, 
Michael, Andrew, Katherine, 
Alexandra, Roy Thomas, So-
fia and Olivia; and her great-
grandchild, Reagan. 

Cinda was born on April 8, 
1940, and raised in Frankfort, 
in upstate New York. There, 
she met her husband Roy, a 
classmate from kindergarten 
through high school. They 
married after graduation in 
a double ceremony with her 
sister, Helen. The family’s four 
trailblazers honeymooned in the 
San Francisco Bay Area, where 

they remained. 
She and Roy made their 

home in Livermore. A devout 
Catholic, Cinda taught cat-
echism for years at St. Charles 
and St. Michael Catholic 
churches, typically instructing 
the first communion class. 

Benefitted by a 42-inch ver-
tical leap, intellect, and curios-
ity, Cinda was interested in the 
sciences, politics, and econom-
ics. Always sharing knowledge, 
Cinda leaves behind a legacy of 
weather predictions, geopoliti-
cal assessments, and stock tips. 
Multi-talented, Cinda was a 
fantastic cook. Often, extended 
family and friends gathered at 
the family table. 

She was a world-class 
mother who lived her life dedi-
cated to the Holy Spirit, fam-
ily, friends, and fraternity. She 
regularly posted weekly moti-
vational sayings or short stories 

on the refrigerator for all to see 
and learn. Once her children 
were out of the home, Cinda 
retired her position as House-
hold CEO.  She enjoyed years 
of retirement with Roy, splitting 
time between Livermore in the 
East Bay and Pismo Beach on 
the Central Coast.  When her 
beloved husband passed away, 
Cinda moved to Christwood 
Retirement Community in Cov-
ington, Louisiana.   

Cinda is cherished by all 
who knew her.  Her positive 
disposition, generosity, and 
drive to improve set excellent 
examples for her children, 
nieces, nephews, grandchildren, 
and many others who knew her.  
She is now at peace, surrounded 
by the love of her husband, and 
the many family members and 
friends who have passed before 
her.  She will be greatly missed. 

Services and interment will 
be held at St. Michael Catholic 
Church and Memory Gardens in 
Livermore. The family requests 
any donations to be sent to 
the Christwood Foundation at 
christwoodrc.com/foundation 
or the Alzheimer’s Foundation 
at alzfdn.org/support-us/donate. 

Callaghan Mortuary is hon-
ored to be serving the Swiger 
family. An online guestbook 
is available for condolences at 
www.callaghanmortuary.com. 

Jessenda "Cinda" Helen Swiger 
April 8, 1940 – June 28, 2020

Richard "Rich" Lee Statham 
Dec. 31, 1943 – June 16, 2020

George Rasmus Jensen 
May 24, 1935 – May 30, 2020

Linda Floyd Spears 
Feb. 3, 1951 – July 3, 2020

Jacquelyn "Jacque" Marilyn Caudle Holder 
Oct. 31, 1935 – June 16, 2020



1010    The Independent • JULY 16, 2020   www.independentnews.com

Thursday, July 16, 5 p.m. 
StarsDay Open Mic Returns to 
Livermore Valley Performing 
Arts 

Second annual Dreamcatcher 
competition by performing online 
from your home or studio. Any 
local musician, vocalist or spoken 
word artist can enter for $10, (must 
register by July 13).  Or tune in to 
watch a wealth of talent in our 
community. For more information 
or to sign up, visit www.liver-
morearts.org  

Friday, Saturday, Sunday 
through July 26, 2:45 p.m. 
Watch Live Horse Racing at 
Trackside Terrace Outdoor 
Patio Dining 

Fantastic view of the track. 
Watch live racing while you dine. 
Each guest must purchase a 
meal to enter the Alameda County 
Fairgrounds and Trackside Terrace. 
For more information, visit www. 
alamedacountyfair.com.  

Saturday, July 18, Thursday, 
July 23, Friday, July 24, 8 
p.m. Alameda County 
Fairgrounds Drive-In Movies

“Pop-Up-Drive-In-Movie!” 
Watch a new classic movie at the 
Fairgrounds from your car. “Mean 
Girls” will play Saturday, July 18; 
“The Breakfast Club” is set for 
Thursday, July 23; and “Dirty Danc-
ing” will air Friday, July 24.  Pay to 
park, watch a classic movie and 
receive one general admission to 
the 2021 fair next summer. Corner 
of Valley Avenue, Pleasanton. For 
more information, visit https://
alamedacountyfair.com/.  

Sunday, July 19, 2 p.m. Cool 
Off In The Creek at Sycamore 
Grove Park

What will we find lurking in 
the shallows of the creek? Wear 
clothes and shoes that can get wet 
and join Ranger Amy to explore! 
Our walk to the creek will be less 
than a quarter mile, so adults may 
want to bring a camping chair to 
sit comfortably on the shore while 
the little ones play in the creek. All 
ages welcome. Please RSVP by 
calling 925-960-2400 or emailing 
awolitzer@larpd.org.  

Tuesday, July 21, 7 p.m. 
CounterPoint – Faith-Based 
Support Group 

For families or individuals who 
are impacted by their loved ones’ 
addiction or alcoholism. Meetings 
during COVID-19 are through Zoom. 
Call Rachael at 510-501-1411, 
leave your email address and you 
will be invited to the meeting.  

Thursday, July 23, to Sunday, 
July 26 Livermore Valley Wine 
Foundation Auction  

Benefiting Livermore Schools 
Lunch Program, the auction will run 
concurrently with virtual events in 
place of traditional Taste of Terroir. 
For more information, visit www. 
lvwf.org . 

Saturday, July 25, 8:45 p.m. 
Blake Shelton, Gwen Stefani 
& Trace Adkins Encore Drive-
In Nights

The all new, one-night-only 
concert feature was filmed exclu-
sively for drive-in theaters across 
North America. From the safety of 
your vehicle, you get a night out to 
enjoy a cinematic concert expe-
rience under the summer sky at 
Alameda County Firegrounds. For 
tickets, visit https://www.ticket-
master.com/encore-blakeshelton.  

Wednesday, July 28, 8:30 to 
9:30 a.m. How to Eliminate 
Fossil Fuels from your Home, 
Webinar

The next frontier in energy and 
home performance is electrifica-
tion. Appliances that run on all 
electric technologies have been 
popular in other parts of the world 
for decades and are now becoming 
widely available in California and 
there are huge incentives available 
for early adopters. Join this webinar 
hosted by Stop Waste and the Bay 
Area Regional Energy Network 
to learn about what sets these 
products apart, whether or not they 
are right for your home and how to 
take advantage of various rebate 
and incentive programs. Webinar 
link provided upon registration. 
For more information, visit https://
dublin.ca.gov/Calendar.  

ONGOING WEEKLY EVENTS
Dublin Farmers Market 
Open for the Season

Open Thursdays, noon to 4 
p.m., at Emerald Glen Community
Park, 4201 Central Parkway.

Livermore Downtown 
Farmers Market Open for 
the Season

Open Sundays, 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m., at Carnegie Park, 2152
Second St. Open Thursdays, 4
p.m. to 8 p.m., at Carnegie Park in 
Downtown Livermore.

 Pleasanton Farmers Market 
Open for the Season

Open Saturdays, at Main Street 
and West Angela Street. Hours are 
9 to 10 a.m. for seniors 60 and 
over, and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. for the 
general public.

Family Storytime 
Family storytime is designed 

for toddlers, preschoolers and 
their parents/caregivers, but all 
are welcome to join in singing 
catchy songs, reading fun picture 
books and fostering a love for 
learning. Join Pleasanton Library 
and Recreation Department each 
Friday during the month of July, 
11 to 11:15 a.m. on facebook 
at https://www.facebook.com/
PleasantonLibraryandRecreation/.

Livermore Valley Opera Airs 
Friday Episodes

Need a dose of opera while on 
lock-down? Check out LV Opera 
on YouTube. New releases every 
Friday at 7 p.m. Pacific Time. 
To subscribe, visit https://www.
livermorevalleyopera.com/.

Six Feet Apart Productions 
Shares Art From a Distance

Sunday Night Stories is an 
online show with people telling 
true stories, poetry, comedy, mu-
sic and more.  An eclectic mix of 
entertainment to feel connected 
in times of social distancing and 
self-isolation, live every week. 
Sundays, 7:30 p.m. Visit facebook.
com/pg/Six-Feet-Apart-Produc-
tions   eventbrite.com/e/sun-
day-night-stories.       

Stress Relief Recovery 
International 

A confidential peer-led self-
help group for stress relief will 
take place Sundays, at 2 p.m. 
via conference call.  Practicing a 
method developed 80 years ago 
by psychiatrist Abraham A. Low 
to replace the “defeatist babble of 
the brain” with secure thinking that 
helps us cope with the stressful 
events in our everyday lives. Call 
515-604-9094 ID 192451547#.

VIRTUAL ONLINE EVENTS 
-AVAILABLE ANYTIME

Bringing Back the Natives 
Garden Virtual Tour     

Looking to break away from 
traditional “mow and blow” yards? 
For beautiful ideas on how to create 
a sustainable yard, visit https://
bit.ly/Indy_Native_Gardens. Or 
visit https://www.bringingbackth-
enatives.net/.

EBRPD Brings “Parks to 
People”

East Bay Regional Park District 
(EBRPD) is committed to the idea 
of lifelong learning and helping 
people make their own discoveries 
about local parks. These resources 
are designed to be used at home, 
in a classroom or part of any online 
learning. For more information visit 
https://www.ebparks.org/activi-
ties/digital_learning/default.htm.

LARPD Features Stay & Play
Livermore Area Recreation 

& Park District virtual recreation 
program “Stay & Play” is loaded 
with opportunities for learning, 
exploration and fun while you 
shelter-at-home. This site will be 
updated weekly with new educa-
tional, activities to do at home, 
social media challenges and spe-
cial events, check in often for new 
activities visit https://www.larpd.
org/Stay-n-Play.

LARPD Now on YouTube
Livermore Area Recreation & 

Park District is featuring videos 
for all ages with virtual activities; 
Basketball Academy, Mystery Craft 
Making Activities and many more 
to come. Visit https://www.larpd.
org/ to subscribe and receive 
notifications as new videos are 
available.  

 Livermore Public Library 
Summer Reading

2020 Summer reading program 
has four program levels all free of 
charge. From June 1 to Aug. 12, 
pre-readers, independent readers, 
teens and adults may register for 

their summer reading game boards 
on the library’s website at www.
LivermoreLibrary.net. For more 
information, call 925-373-5500.

Livermore Shakespeare 
Festival Launches Video 
Series

Explore Shakespeare’s “A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream” Video Se-
ries for second to fourth grade. New 
lessons added weekly. Visit http://
livermoreshakes.org/educates/.

Music Together Tri-Valley 
Supports Early Childhood 
Development

This international award-win-
ning early childhood music pro-
gram supports parents with songs 
and musical activities to enjoy with 
their children through play-based 
learning curriculum, designed 
to help everyone learn to sing in 
tune and keep a beat. For more 
information, visit https://www.
musictogether.com/. 

Online Yoga with Lakshmi 
Sajith 

Find free online yoga live ses-
sions or recorded on Lakshmi 
Sajith’s blog. Specifically designed 
for those who are going through 
stress and anxiety, yoga practice 
creates a sense of well-being. For 
more information, email laksh-
mi2sajith@gmail.com.  

Pacific Chamber Orchestra 
Offers Musical Podcast

During this time of challenge, 
PCO continues to bring you beau-
tiful music made insightful. Con-
ductor Lawrence Kohl is pleased to 
announce the launch of a series of 
podcast of musician interview and 
talks about the music. Subscribe to 
listen at https://www.pacificcham-
berorchestra.org/

Sandra J Wing Healing 
Therapies Foundation Hosts 
Virtual Meditation

During these unprecedented 
times, SJWHTF continues to look to 
therapies for hope and healing.  Ira 
Stein offers 30-minute meditation, 
entitled: Concentric Circles. Visit 
https://www.healingtherapies-
foundation.org/concentric-circles/.

Valley Children’s Museum 
Online Programming 

VCM has put together some 
fun, self-led, open-ended STEAM 
learning projects for kids. Check 
out the do-it-yourself science 
videos created and presented by 
local high school students of the 
Teen Leadership Council. Subscribe 
to the mailing list, the Valley 
Children’s Museum YouTube chan-
nel and follow on facebook.com/
ValleyChildrensMuseum,  https://
www.valleychildrensmuseum.org/
programs, https://www.valleychil-
drensmuseum.org/teen-council.  

TRI-VALLEY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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will also consider “traditional 
issues” of national security.

“We are spending $2 bil-
lion every day on Ameri-
can defense,” Arquilla said. 
“How do we know we are 
spending it well?”

He questions the value 
of investing $1 trillion on 
development and operation 
of a new, piloted fighter 
plane at a time when it can 
be outperformed by robotic 
and remotely piloted aircraft.

Similarly, he has been 
critical of spending tens of 
billions of dollars on new 
aircraft carriers when “hy-
personic missiles are holding 
aircraft carriers at tremen-
dous risk.”

He notes Dwight Eisen-
hower’s 1961 caution about 
a “military-industrial com-
plex,” an informal alliance 
between the military and 
its industrial suppliers that 
Eisenhower foresaw as a 
vested interest influencing 
public policy.

Arquilla worries that mili-
tary spending today may be 
directed toward “a small 
number of defense contrac-
tors who are highly depen-
dent on these old systems that 
they want to keep making … 
fighter aircraft for pilots and 
aircraft carriers (and) main 
battle tanks at a time when 
these systems may be becom-
ing obsolete.”

At the strategic level, he 
questions some of the U.S. 
decisions to intervene in 
other countries.

“That has proved over the 
past two decades to be excep-
tionally costly and largely 
ruinous for the countries in 
which we have intervened,” 
he continued.

He cites Iraq, Afghani-
stan, Libya and Yemen as 
examples.

In Yemen, he said, “We 

supported Saudi interven-
tion … which has turned that 
very sad land into the world’s 
charnel house.”

He further stated that the 
U.S. needs to exercise “much 
greater prudence” in overseas 
commitments.

“We need to take a stra-
tegic appetite suppressant 
when it comes to interven-
tions,” Arquilla said.

Arquilla is the author 
of several books including 
“From Troy to Entebbe: Spe-
cial Operations in Ancient 
and Modern Times”; “Worst 
Enemy”; and “Insurgents, 
Raiders, and Bandits.” His 
latest book is “Why the Axis 
Lost; An Analysis of Strate-
gic Errors.

He was a consultant to 
senior military command-
ers during Operation Desert 
Storm and the Kosovo War. 
In 2011, he served on a small 
team working directly for 
President Obama whose task 
was to find “new directions 
for American defense.”

He is the author of more 
than 100 articles dealing with 
a wide range of topics in mili-
tary and security affairs, ap-
pearing in academic journals 
and in general publications 
like The New York Times, 
Foreign Policy Magazine and 
Atlantic Monthly.

His talk is scheduled 
to begin at 7:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, July 22. It is 
sponsored by Quest Science 
Center 2.0, Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory 
and Sandia National Labora-
tories, Towne Center Books 
and other local organizations.

The Rae Dorough Speak-
er Series is requesting a $10 
donation from participants. 
Sign up at https://liver-
morearts.org/events/list/ or 
call the Bankhead Theater 
box office at 925-373-6800.
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I remember my very first 
day with the Oakdale Po-
lice Department; I was so 
green, they handed me my 
equipment and uniform, and 
I didn’t know how to put 
them on right,” he said with a 
laugh. “I almost didn’t make 
it at first — it was so new 
to me, but (Oakdale) was a 
great place to start.”

He was hired as the Liver-
more Chief of Police in 2013 
and moved to the city with 
his family.

“In addition to the police 
department, the community, 
as a whole, has been wonder-
ful and welcoming,” Harris 
said. “We love it here.”

Harris noted the chal-
lenges of his career to be 
addressing societal issues, 
such as crime and homeless-
ness, alongside constantly 
changing legislation. But he 
also reported that policy evo-
lution is a welcomed asset 
when it comes to improving 
law enforcement and making 
sure police departments fos-
ter a community-first culture 
— something he takes pride 
in at the LPD.

“With the George Floyd 
incident bringing so much 
attention and effort toward 
policing, this is a moment 

in history where there can 
be some real change imple-
mented,” he said. “Anything 
that promotes a feeling of 
safety and security among 
residents in our community 
is what we’re about.”

Livermore Mayor John 
Marchand named public 
safety as the city’s top prior-
ity, further adding it has been 
an honor to work with Harris.

“I have appreciated his 
leadership and profession-
alism as he has built and 
maintained an outstanding 
police department of which 
our community is rightfully 
proud,” Marchand said. “I 
wish him and his family all 
of the best for a long and 
healthy retirement.”

The City of Livermore 
launched the recruitment 
process for a new chief of 
police. It will begin accepting 
applications in the coming 
weeks.

As for Harris, he said his 
plans for retirement will in-
clude more time with family, 
possibly some travel and rest.

“It’s been an honor and 
privilege to serve the com-
munities and work with the 
people I’ve worked with,” 
Harris concluded. “They’re 
so committed and dedicated; 

just the best people I know. 
I’m proud of them and happy 
to have served alongside 
them.” 

would work to address struc-
tural racism and its impact on 
people of color in Livermore.

“This is going to be part 
of a long conversation,” said 
Mayor John Marchand. “We 
hear people say, ‘We want 
something done.’ Now, on 
the other hand, we’ve heard 
this should be a very deep 
conversation … I think the 
direction you’re going — to 
get those deep community 
conversations and experi-
ences — I think that is going 
to help frame the direction 
that we go.”

During the public com-
ment period, Andrew Barker 
indicated disappointment 
with the subcommittee’s 
broad objective and recom-
mended a more specific focus 
with measurable goals fo-
cused on policing and civilian 
oversight.

While the sample size was 
admittedly small, Munro not-
ed that the white people with 
whom she spoke tended to be 
more concerned with police 
use of force, whereas African 
Americans she reached were 
more concerned about inclu-
sion and equity.

“This started with the idea 
that this was about public 
safety, and this is about mak-

ing sure that the relationships 
between the police depart-
ment and the community are 
good,” Munro said. “But as 
we talked, it became clear 
that it was broader than that.”

Woerner agreed, calling 
the conversations “eye-open-
ers” that revealed examples 
of discrimination that are 
different than the police use 
of force issues that have been 
a rallying point for police 
reform activists.

He shared an example 
of a black resident who was 
showing someone around 
his Homeowner Associa-
tion common area. A person 
came out and accused him of 
trespassing, and told him to 
get out or he was going to call 
the police.

Woerner said it would be 
inappropriate to narrowly 
focus on policing issues with-
out looking at the broader 
picture. For the example 
above, he said a solution in 
the short term could be for 
the city council to pass an 
anti-harassment ordinance 
that would make it a crime to 
call 9-1-1 to harass someone 
based on race.

Carling also addressed 
more than the policing issue.
While the framework identi-

fies access to housing as a 
long-term objective, Carling 
said the City Council would 
continue to push forward on 
affordable housing develop-
ment on other fronts in the 
interim.

COVID-19 Infection Rate 
Spike in Livermore

City Manager Marc Rob-
erts, the city’s director of 
emergency services, gave an 
update on the city’s response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
including a few areas of par-
ticular concern.

First, data published daily 
by the Alameda County Pub-
lic Health Department indi-
cate a tenfold increase in the 
rate of spread in Livermore. 
Roberts said the city is now 
seeing between 10 to 15 
new cases per day. For the 
first three months of the pan-
demic, the average rate in   or 
less. At press time, there have 
been 318 total positive cases 
reported in Livermore.

Secondly, Roberts said 
the prevalence of people fol-
lowing face covering require-
ments downtown are low, 
with about 50% compliance 
in areas downtown closed 
to traffic and fewer outside 
that area.

While a series of press 
releases issued by Alam-
eda County have created 
uncertainty about whether 
Livermore restaurants will be 
allowed to continue outdoor 
dining, Roberts said the city 
will not take any independent 
enforcement action against 
businesses that were in com-
pliance with the rules in place 
July 10.

C o u n c i l  A u t h o r i z e s  
Negotiations for Mixed  
Use Project

In other news, the city 
council unanimously voted 

to allow city staff to begin 
negotiating a development 
agreement with PGM Com-
munities LLC, also known 
as SunCal, to develop a 45-
acre mixed-use development 
on now-vacant land north of 
I-580 west of Isabel Avenue.

The developer seeks to 
build a project with residen-
tial, office, commercial and 
ground floor retail space. A 
neighborhood park is also 
planned.

The city council is ex-
pected to adopt the recently 
revived transit-oriented Isa-
bel Neighborhood Specific 

Plan this fall, along with an 
updated environmental im-
pact review. At build-out, the 
neighborhood in northwest 
Livermore could accom-
modate more than 4,000 
new townhomes, condos and 
apartments clustered around 
a future Valley Link station 
at Isabel Avenue in the I-580 
median.

A negotiated proposed 
development agreement on 
the mixed-use development 
would come back for a vote 
of the council after adoption 
of the Isabel Neighborhood 
Plan. 

PLAN
(Continued from first page)
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Deluxe Computer Corp., Comput-
er Hardware Co. in Pleasanton, 
CA has opngs for Sales Engineer: 
New prod. dev. & analyze tech. 
spec. Oversee testing of comp. 
memory, drives & CPUs. Plan & 
modify prod. Solve problems with 
equip. install. & determine sys. 
reqs. Enq. cust. reqs. & sales sup. 
Secure POs, wrk on lead time, ar-
range delivery & wrk with vendors 
to procure prod. Analyze, dev., 
maintain., upgrade e-commerce 
website. Dev. program & update 
RAM/CPU. Req. BS or forgn ac-
ademic equiv. + 5 yrs exp. Email 
Resume: hr@deluxecomp.com.

Sales Engineer
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LEGAL NOTICES 
 Call 925-243-8000

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 570688
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Passion-
4Skin Esthetics, 1550 Cielo 
CT., Livermore, CA 94550, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Road Intelli-
gence, Inc. 1970 Chalon Glen 
CT., Livermore, CA 94550. 
This business is conducted 
by an Individual. The date on 
which the registrant first com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above: N/A. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Jennifer Martinez, Owner. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on 
June 11, 2020. Expires June 
11, 2025. The Independent, 
Legal No. 4717. Published 
June 25, July, 2, 9, 16, 2020.

NOTICE OF PETITION
TO ADMINISTER

ESTATE OF:
DARELL RANDY GOTT
Case No. RP20061091

To all heirs, beneficiaries, cred-
itors, contingent creditors and 
persons who may otherwise be 
interested in the will or estate, 
or both, of: DARELL RANDY 
GOTT. A Petition for Probate 
has been filed by: KERRY 
NORMAN GOTT, in the Supe-
rior Court of California, County 
of ALAMEDA. The petition re-
quests authority to administer 
the estate under the Indepen-
dent Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to 
take many actions without ob-
taining court approval. Before 
taking certain very important 
actions, however, the personal 
representative will be required 
to give notice to interested per-
sons unless they have waived 
notice or consented to the pro-
posed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority 
will be granted unless an in-
terested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows 
good cause why the court 
should not grant the authority. 
THE COURT REQUIRES ALL 
PARTIES WHO WISH TO AT-
TEND THE HEARING ON THE 
BELOW DATE AND TIME, IN-
CLUDING THOSE WHO WISH 
TO STATE OBJECTIONS, 
TO APPEAR BY AUDIO OR 
VIDEO TECHNOLOGY. THE 
PARTIES SHOULD CONSULT 
THE COURT’S WEBSITE FOR 
THE SPECIFiC TELEPHONIC 
AND VIDEO APPLICATIONS 
AVAILABLE. THE PARTIES 
MAY ALSO CONTACT THE 
PROBATE CLERK AT pro-
bateclerk2@alameda.courts.
ca.gov. PARTIES MUST BE 
PRESENT AT LEAST FiVE 
(5) MINUTES BEFORE THE 
SCHEDULED HEARING TIME.
A hearing on the petition will 
be held in this court as follows:
Date: August 3, 2020, 
TIME: 2:00 p.m. 
at: SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA, 
Dept. 201
County of Alameda
2120 Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Way Berkeley, CA 94704 
Berkeley BHC.
If you object to the granting 
of the petition, you should ap-
pear at the hearing and state 
your objections or file written 
objections with the court before 
the hearing. Your appearance 
may be in person or by your 
attorney. If you are a creditor 
or a contingent creditor of the 
decedent, you must file your 
claim with the court and mail 
a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the 
court within the later of either 
(1)four months from the date 
of first issuance of letters to a 
general personal representa-
tive, as defined in section 58(b) 
of the California Probate Code, 
or (2) 60 days from the mailing 
or personal delivery to you of a 
notice under section 9052 of 
the California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and 

legal authority may affect your 
rights as a creditor. You may 
want to consult with an attorney 
knowledgeable in California 
Law. You may examine the file 
kept by the court. If you are a 
person interested in the estate, 
you may file with the court a 
Request for Special Notice 
(Form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of 
estate assets or of any petition 
or account as provided in Pro-
bate Code section 1250. A Re-
quest for Special Notice form is 
available from the court clerk.
(X) Petitioner:
KERRY NORMAN GOTT, 
PRO PER
6023 Hellman Ave
ALTA LOMA, CA 91737
(909)-268-5645.
The Independent, Legal No. 
4742 Published July 9, 16, 
23, 2020.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 570976
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Seeds of 
Music Academy, 1620 Arroyo 
Road, Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Christopher 
Ansuini, 1620 Arroyo Road, 
Livermore, CA 94550. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Christopher 
Ansuini, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on June 24, 2020. 
Expires June 24, 2025. The 
Independent, Legal No. 4743. 
Published 9, 16, 23, 30, 2020.

NOTICE OF PETITION
TO ADMINISTER

ESTATE OF:
MARIA FATIMA SILVA
Case No. RP20065143

To all heirs, beneficiaries, cred-
itors, contingent creditors and 
persons who may otherwise be 
interested in the will or estate, 
or both, of MARIA FATIMA 
SILVA. A Petition for Probate 
has been filed by: JOE GUAL-
BERTO SILVA, in the Superior 
Court of California, County of 
ALAMEDA. The petition re-
quests authority to administer 
the estate under the Indepen-
dent Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to 
take many actions without ob-
taining court approval. Before 
taking certain very important 
actions, however, the personal 
representative will be required 
to give notice to interested per-
sons unless they have waived 
notice or consented to the 
proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority 
will be granted unless an in-
terested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows 
good cause why the court 
should not grant the authority. 
THE COURT REQUIRES ALL 
PARTIES WHO WISH TO AT-
TEND THE HEARING ON THE 
BELOW DATE AND TIME, IN-
CLUDING THOSE WHO WISH 
TO STATE OBJECTIONS, 
TO APPEAR BY AUDIO OR 
VIDEO TECHNOLOGY. THE 
PARTIES SHOULD CONSULT 
THE COURTS WEBSITE FOR 
THE SPECIFIC TELEPHONIC 
AND VIDEO APPLICATIONS 
AVAILABLE. THE PARTIES 
MAY ALSO CONTACT THE 
PROBATE CLERK AT pro-
bateclerk2@alameda.courts.
ca.gov. PARTIES MUST BE 
PRESENT AT LEAST FiVE 
(5) MINUTES BEFORE THE 
SCHEDULED HEARING TIME.
A hearing on the petition will 
be held in this court as follows:
Date August 3, 2020, 
TIME: 2:00 p.m. 
at: SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA, 
Dept. 201
County of Alameda
2120 Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Way Berkeley, CA 94704 
Berkeley BHC.
If you object to the granting 
of the petition, you should ap-
pear at the hearing and state 
your objections or file written 
objections with the court before 
the hearing. Your appearance 
may be in person or by your 
attorney. If you are a creditor 

or a contingent creditor of the 
decedent, you must file your 
claim with the court and mail 
a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the 
court within the later of either 
(1)four months from the date 
of first issuance of letters to a 
general personal representa-
tive, as defined in section 58(b) 
of the California Probate Code, 
or (2) 60 days from the mailing 
or personal delivery to you of a 
notice under section 9052 of 
the California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and 
legal authority may affect your 
rights as a creditor. You may 
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in Califor-
nia Law. You may examine the 
file kept by the court. If you are 
a person interested in the es-
tate, you may file with the court 
a Request for Special Notice 
(Form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of 
estate assets or of any petition 
or account as provided in Pro-
bate Code section 1250. A Re-
quest for Special Notice form is 
available from the court clerk.
(X) Petitioner: 
JOE GUALBERTO SILVA
Michelle S. Domingo, At-
torney for Petitioner
1501 N. Broadway, Suite 260
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
925-891-5006 
The Independent, Legal 
No. 4744 Published July 9, 
16, 23, 2020.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 571030
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Tri Valley Taxi, 
4900 Hoyard Rd #100, Pleas-
anton, CA 94588, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Ali Naqi Akbari, 
367 Earhart Way, Livermore, 
CA 94551. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. 
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: October 1, 2013. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Ali Akbari, Owner. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on 
June 29, 2020. Expires June 

29, 2025. The Independent, 
Legal No. 4745. Published 
16, 23, 30, August 6, 2020.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 571141
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Livermore Lovely, 
Livermore, CA 94550, is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): Kristin Hackbarth, 
Livermore, CA 94550. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: June 20, 2020. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Kristin Hackbarth, Owner. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 2, 2020. Expires July 
2, 2025. The Independent, 
Legal No. 4746. Published 
16, 23, 30, August 6, 2020.

CLASSIFiEDS

ANIMALS

2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT,
for adoption information con-
tact Valley Humane Society at 
(925)426-8656

Adopt a new best friend
TVAR 

Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue 

Our current weekly adoption 
events include:

Saturdays - Dogs & Puppies at 
Farmer’s Market in Pleasanton. 
The location is Delucchi Park, 
4501 First St. Hours: 10:00am 
to 1:00pm.
Saturdays & Sundays -  
Kittens at Dublin PetSmart, 

6960 Amador Plaza Rd. 
Hours: 11am to 3pm.
Visit our website, WWW.TVAR.
ORG, to see adoptable ani-
mals, volunteer opportunities, 
and how to donate.

Follow TRI-VALLEY ANIMAL 
RESCUE on Facebook, Twit-
ter, and Instagram.
FERAL CAT FOUNDATION 
Cat & kitten adoptions now at 
the new Livermore Petco on 
Saturdays from 10:00AM to 
2:30PM. We have many ador-
able, tame kittens that have 
been tested for FiV & FELV, 
altered & vaccinated. We also 
have adult cats & ranch cats for 
adoption.

EMPLOYMENT

InPhenix has 2 openings in 
Livermore, CA. Cost Accoun-
tant to analyze data & deter-
mine costs (Ref #: XX). Electri-
cal Engr to design & maintain 
electrical sys (Ref #: QZ). Send 
resume w/ad: 250 N Mines 
Rd, Livermore, CA 94551. 
Attn: HR w/Ref #: XX or QZ

65) HELP WANTED

57) SERVICES

BE WARY of out of area com-
panies. Check with the local 
Better Business Bureau before 
you send money or fees. Read 
and understand any contracts 
before you sign. Shop around 
for rates.

TO PLACE 
CLASSIFiED AD

Call (925)243-8000 

MERCHANDISE

114) FOR SALE

115)ESTATE/ GARAGE/ YARD 
SALES

18) FREE SECTION

Free Pine & Oak Wood
You cut & haul it

Lots of Pine cones, too
Please call 

(408)897-3156

127) LOST/ FOUND

NOTICES / 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: Cali-
fornia law requires that contrac-
tors taking jobs that total $500 
or more (labor and/or materials) 
be licensed by the Contractors 
State License Board. State law 
also requires that contractors 
include their license numbers 
on all advertising. Check your 
contractor’s status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons 
taking jobs less than $500 must 
state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License 
Board.”

REAL ESTATE

170) LAND FOR RENT

157) OFFiCE/HOUSE/CONDO / 
DUPLEX / APT RENTAL

165) HOUSE/ROOMS/RENT-
ALS TO SHARE

Roommate Wanted 
Looking for roommate to 
share a tri-level 2 bedroom 
2.5 bathroom condominium 
in the Montage community 
in Livermore! Includes new 
appliances, community gym; 
pool/hot tub and multi-pur-
pose room. Jr. Master Suite 
includes a private bathroom. 
Rent is $1,275.00 plus utilities. 
Please contact: 
tiyauna.leslie.678@my.csun.edu 

160) BOAT / RV RENTAL 
SPACE

Inland Valley Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001
Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads
The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, and state law prohibit 
advertisements for housing 
and employment that contain 
any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on pro-
tected classes, including race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national ori-
gin. IVPC does not knowingly 
accept any advertisements 
that are in violation of the law.
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OUR LOCAL NONPROFITS NEED YOUR OUR LOCAL NONPROFITS NEED YOUR 
SUPPORT, PLEASE DONATE IF YOU ARE ABLE!SUPPORT, PLEASE DONATE IF YOU ARE ABLE!
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Assistance League Amador Valley
P.O. Box 11843
Pleasanton, CA 94588
925-461-6401
Assistanceleague.org/Amador-valley/
Axis Community Health
5925 W. Las Positas Blvd., Suite 100
Pleasanton, CA 94588
925-201-6068
Axishealth.org
Big Bay Ray, Inc.
Bigbayray16@gmail.com
925-523-3133
Bigbayray.com
Cantabella Children’s Chorus
P.O. Box 131
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-292-2663
Cantabella.org
Community Health 
Education Fund
CHEF/TVNF
C/O Maria Mancini
P.O. Box is 420
Livermore, CA 94551
Christian Youth Theater Tri-Valley
P.O. Box 1586
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-421-1351
cyttrivalley.org
CityServe of Tri-Valley
P.O. Box 1613
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-223-6947
cityservetrivalley.org
Culinary Angels
4435 First St., #142
Livermore, CA 94550
CulinaryAngels.org
Drivers For Survivors
39270 Paseo Padre Pkwy #335
Fremont, CA 94536
510-369-5770
driversforsurvivors.org
Exceptional Needs Network
P.O. Box 3149
Livermore, CA 94551
925-215-2281
ennetwork.org
Fertile GroundWorks
4743 East Avenue
Livermore, CA 94550
925-344-9090
Fertilegroundworks.org
Friends of Open Space and Vineyards
P.O. Box 1191
Livermore, CA 94551
fov.org
Hope Hospice
6377 Clark Ave.
Dublin, CA 94568
925-829-8770
HopeHospice.com/donate
Interfaith Sharing Inc.
678 Enos Way
Livermore, CA 94551
925-366-5567
saintbartslivermore.com

Livermore-Amador Symphony Guild
P.O. Box 1049
Livermore, CA 94551
925-447-6454
Livermoreamadorsymphony.org/guild
Livermore Art Association
P.O. Box 216
Livermore, CA 94551
925-449-9927
Livermoreartassociation.org
Livermore Filipino-American 
Organization, Inc.
P.O. Box 172
Livermore, CA 94551
Livermorefilam.org
Livermore Homeless Refuge
4743 East Ave.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-895-4167
HomelessRefugeLivermore.com
Livermore Lab Foundation
c/o UC Office of National Labs
1111 Broadway, Suite 2130
Oakland, CA 94607
925-453-9382
Livermorelabfoundation.org
Livermore Lions Club
P.O. Box 975
Livermore, CA 94551
805-405-8743
Livermore Valley Opera
P.O. Box 1002
Livermore, CA 94551
925-321-6964
Livermorevalleyopera.com

Livermore Valley
Performing Arts Center
2400 First St.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-373-6100
LivermoreArts.com
NAMI Tri-Valley
P.O. Box 5563
Pleasanton CA 94566
925-980-5331
www.nami-trivalley.org
Open Heart Kitchen
1141 Catalina Dr. # 137,
Livermore CA 94550
(mailing address only)
925-580-1616
OpenHeartKitchen.org
Partners for Change Tri-Valley
4743 East Ave.
Livermore, CA 94550
650-474-9962
pfctv.org
Paws In Need
Info@Paws-In-Need.org
925-551-1877
Paws-In-Need.org
Reins In Motion
Therapeutic Riding Program
P.O. Box 1001
Livermore, CA 94551
reinsinmotionca.com
Sandra J. Wing Healing
Therapies Foundation
5890 Stoneridge Dr., Suite 104
Pleasanton, CA 94588
866-862-7270
HealingTherapiesFoundation.org 
Senior Support Program 
of The Tri-Valley
5353 Sunol Blvd.
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-931-5378
SSPTV.org
Shepherds Gate
1660 Portola Ave.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-443-4283
ShepherdsGate.org
SPECTRUM Community 
Services, Inc
2621 Barrington Ct.      
Hayward, CA 94545
510-881-0300
SpectrumCS.org
Sunflower Hill
info@sunflowerhill.org
925-800-1042
SunFlowerhill.org
The Taylor Family Foundation
P.O. Box 2450
Livermore CA, 94551
925-455-5118
TTIF.org
Tri-Valley Conservancy
1457 First St.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-449-8706
Trivalleyconservnacy.org
Tri-Valley Haven
3663 Pacific Ave.
Livermore, CA 94551
925-449-5842
TriValleyHaven.org
Tri-Valley Nonprofit Alliance
P.O. Box 2467
Livermore, CA 94550
TVNPA.org
Tri-Valley Animal Rescue
P.O. Box 11143
Pleasanton, CA 94588
TVAR.org
ValleyCare Charitable
Foundation/Stanford Health
Care-ValleyCare
1111 E. Stanley Blvd.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-373-4560
GiveValleyCare.org 
Valley Children’s Museum
P.O. Box 2102
Dublin, CA  94568
valleychildrensmuseum.org
GiveValleyCare.org 
Valley Concert Chorale
PO Box 286
Livermore, CA 94551
Valleyconcertchorale.org
Valley Humane Society
3670 Nevada St.
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-426-8656
ValleyHumane.org

D I D  YO U  K N OW
4 of 5 students would encourage 

others to attend Las Positas College.

Invest in 

Register Today www.laspositascollege.edu

To better accommodate outdoor dining, the City of Livermore re-landscaped the 
area near Lizzy’s fountain in the downtown area.  (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

The 2016 Ruby Hill Pe-
tite Sirah, Reserve Col-
lection was judged Best 
in Show by the Tri-Valley 
Conservancy during its 
11th annual Livermore Un-
corked competition. 

Livermore Valley winer-
ies submitted more than 123 
entries, covering a dozen 
categories, in this year’s 
competition. About half 

made it to the final round, 
where they were judged 
by Jim Gordon of Wine 
Enthusiast, Laura Ness of 
Spirited and Wine Industry 
Advisor, and Fred Swan of 
NorCal Wine.

The Ruby Hill Petite 
Sirah was judged Best Red, 
and won in a taste-off for 
Best in Show against the 
Best White, a 2018 Darcie 

Kent Vineyards Pistachio 
Lane Chardonnay, and the 
Best Rosé, a 2019 Occasio 
Winery Rosé of Grenache.

Petite Sirah is a varietal 
long associated with the 
Livermore winegrowing 
region, and was first bottled 
by third-generation vintner 
Jim Concannon in 1963. 

Livermore Uncorked is 
sponsored by Tri-Valley Con-

servancy, a nonprofit organi-
zation that works to promote 
agriculture and protect open 
spaces. The competition is 
open only to wines made 
from grapes grown in the 
Livermore Valley American 
Viticulture Area.

For a complete list of 
winning wines, go to trival-
leyconservancy.org/events/
livermore-valley-uncorked.

Ruby Hill Takes Top Honors at Livermore Uncorked

Vi c e  M a y o r  B o b  
Woerner will  serve as 
chairman of the board for 
the Livermore-Amador  
Valley Transit Authority 
(LAVTA) for the next 12 
months. 

Woerner, who has been on 

the LAVTA board since 2018, 
was vice chairman the past 
year. He was elected chair-
man by the seven-member 
board, which includes two 
members each from Dublin, 
Livermore and Pleasanton 
and one from the Alameda 

County Board of Supervisors.   
Pleasanton Councilmem-

ber Jerry Pentin was elected 
vice chairman for the up-
coming year. 

Woerner is also the tran-
sit agency’s representative 
on the Tri-Valley – San  

Joaquin Valley Regional 
Rail Authority Board. He 
served on the LAVTA board 
of directors from 2012-2014. 

Created in 1985, the LAV-
TA provides bus and para-
transit services for nearly 2 
million riders per years.  

Vice Mayor Woerner Elected Chair of Transit Agency Board

we can recoup some of those 
funds from the embezzle-
ment,” said Vaca. “I don’t 
know if we get to recoup 
all of it, but it does look 
like we’ll recoup some of 
it. There’s protection that 
the league has for this, just 
like any other business. I 
guess this is pretty rampant 
according to Little League 
International, and therefore, 
they require you to have 
insurance, sadly.”

Reaction in the commu-

nity to the news of Arante’s 
arrest was swift. A post on 
the LPD Facebook page drew 
more than 250 comments, 
while a similar post on the 
Livermore Rants and Raves 
page garnered nearly 200 
comments.

“When we put that infor-
mation out to the public (on 
social media), it blew up,” 
Burruss said. “A lot of people 
were making comments. As 
a youth organization, there’s 
an element to it that makes 

it much more harmful or 
hurtful. Our community defi-
nitely was interested in it.”

With the cancellation of 
the spring baseball season, 
and the fall season still in 
jeopardy, LLL will work to 
rebuild trust and get kids back 
on the field when it’s safe to 
do so.

“Our plan for our league 
right now is to continue to 
focus on the community, to 
continue to build and im-
prove the fields and create an 

all-around experience for the 
kids,” Vaca said. “When they 
get older they’ll remember, 
‘Oh, I played for Livermore 
Little League,’ and then in 
turn volunteer at their local 
little leagues; put their kids 
through little league. That’s 
how the wheel gets turned. If 
we continue to do that, I think 
we’re on the right path.”

EMBEZZLEMENT
(Continued from page 6)


