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Housing
Bond Issue

Draws Fire

Housing Authority
Deciding Ballot
Measure’s Fate

By Larry Altman

TRI-VALLEY — Thirteen
Bay Area residents opposed to
a $20 billion regional housing
bond measure filed a lawsuit
last week that alleges the ques-
tion to be placed on November
ballots as Regional Measure 4
(RM4) is slanted to prejudice
voters to approve it.

The group contends the
official name of the measure,
“Bay Area Affordable Plan,”
is deceptive and the ballot
question voters will consider
contains a series of phrases
that are not found in the lan-
guage of the measure. The
residents’ group is asking the
court to rename the measure to
“Bay Area Affordable Housing
Bond,” because they contend
it will cost residents more in
property taxes.

(See BOND, page 6)

BOS 0Ks
Greenville
Road Grant

Livermore Gets $2.3
Million for Purchase

By Larry Altman

LIVERMORE — The Ala-
meda County Board of Su-
pervisors last week formally
approved approximately $2.3
million in Altamont Land-
fill Open Space Committee
(ALOSC) grant funding to
help the city of Livermore
buy 207 vacant acres for open
space preservation in unin-
corporated parcels outside its
boundaries.

The board’s 3-0 vote Aug.
8 provided $1.3 million toward
the purchase of 125 acres at 18
Greenville Road, and about $1
million toward the acquisition
of 82 acres known as the
Hartford Hills property, north
of 1-580, near Livermore’s
Springtown neighborhood.
Both properties are located
outside the city and county Ur-
ban Growth Boundary (UGB).

The total purchase price
for both properties is approxi-
mately $4.1 million.

“The City will use these
funds to complete the real
estate transactions and close
escrow, which is anticipated

(See GRANT, page 7)

Kashvi Gupta (left) and Aarya Chawathe were among students welcomed to the first
day of school on Aug. 13 at the newly built Emerald High School.The school has been
under construction since 2020. The final elements are expected to be completed by
the spring of 2025. (Photo — Doug Jorgensen)

A High-Tech Jewel Opens in Dublin

Newly Built Emerald High School Welcomes 900 Students

By Ruth Roberts

The new Emerald High
School welcomed its inau-
gural class to campus this
week, marking the opening
of Alameda County’s first
comprehensive high school
in 50 years.

Approximately 900 fresh-
men and sophomores de-
scended on the $374 million,
23-acre site for the first day of
school on Aug. 13 — mixing
and mingling with friends and

staff who welcomed them to
the new facility.

Emerald High Principal
Francis Rojas stood at the
entrance to the sprawling site,
shouting hellos to arriving
students and faculty.

“It’s the first day of school
and I am so excited,” said
Rojas. “I was here until 8
o’clock last night soaking in
those last few quiet moments,
and I am just so very grateful
to the Dublin community and
the taxpayers that have funded

this school.”

Dublin Unified School
District Superintendent Chris
Funk was also talking to stu-
dents and media on campus
before the first bell.

“It’s a big day,” said Funk.
“This (Emerald High) has
been a promise to the Dublin
community for about a decade
and I think we have delivered
a state-of-the-art, very beau-
tiful campus and we’re so
excited.”

Last year, incoming

(See EMERALD, page 6)

Pleasanton

City Threatened Over Housing Plan

Housing Advocacy Group Says City’s Goals Are Unrealistic

By Ruth Roberts

PLEASANTON — A
pro-housing advocacy
group is threatening lit-
igation against the City
of Pleasanton, saying the
city’s housing element plan
is unrealistic and unlikely
to result in the number of
affordable homes claimed
in its plan.

In a letter to the city
council dated November
27, 2023, the group says it
plans to “bring an action
to attack, review, set aside,
void or annul the adoption
of the Housing Element for
2023-2031.”

The letter from the Hous-
ing Action Coalition (HAC)
recently came to light in
the City Council’s meeting
agenda and was discussed
in a closed session meeting

with the council on Aug. 6.
The council took no public
action following the closed
session.

Attorney Thomas B.
Mayhew with Farella Braun
+ Martell, who is represent-
ing HAC pro bono, said the
purpose of the letter is to
encourage compliance.

“We sent the letter in
order to preserve the right
to file suit, but we have not
filed,” said Mayhew. “We
are looking for compli-
ance ... to make sure that
all cities are making plans
to accommodate their fair
share. We want to make
sure that all cities follow the
rules about having realistic
and available sites for the
much-needed housing in the
Bay Area.”

Mayor Karla Brown,
in an email to The Inde-

pendent, said the state has
approved the city’s Certified
Housing Element plan and
that the council is working
to meet the state-mandated
goal of building 5,965 new
affordable housing units
over the next eight years. To
date, the city has either built
or approved 911 units.

“I think it was a thor-
ough process and we were
careful to only select sites
where owners were moti-
vated to move forward,”
said Brown. “As a council,
we were sincere in our goal
of providing housing for
future and current residents
of Pleasanton.”

But Ali Sapirman, an
organizer with HAC, says
the allocation of 548 homes
near the BART station on
Owens Drive and Stoner-
idge Mall is improbable for

(See HOUSING, page 8)

Dublin Sued Over
Crosby Property
Ballot Measure

Activists Try To Block Future Development
To Protect City’s Urban Limit Line

By Larry Altman

DUBLIN — Two residents
groups filed a lawsuit last Fri-
day to stop Dublin officials
from placing a measure on the
November ballot. The ballot
measure seeks voter support to
begin a process that could lead
to development of a portion of
a 180-acre vacant parcel outside
the city’s urban limit line.

Alameda County Superior
Court records show a hearing
scheduled for Nov. 7 on this
case — two days after the gen-
eral election—but the litigation
filed Aug. 9 asks a judge for
a permanent injunction that
would prevent the measure from
appearing on the ballot.

The lawsuit demands that
Dublin’s City Council set aside
and void its July vote to put the

issue to voters and suspend all
actions related to the measure
until the city complies with state
environmental laws the groups
believe were ignored.

On Tuesday, Rebecca Davis,
attorney for plaintiffs Friends
of Livermore (FOL) and Save
Mount Diablo (SMD), also
asked the court for a temporary
restraining order to prevent the
city from placing the issue on
the ballot before the Nov. 7 court
hearing. The judge may give the
city an opportunity to respond
before issuing a ruling.

“We are seeking to stop this
measure from being put on the
ballot because it hasn't under-
gone any environmental review
under CEQA,” the California
Environmental Quality Act,
Davis said regarding the lawsuit.

“The case law is really clear

(See CROSBY, page 8)
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Zone 7 is exploring various options to secure its fresh
water supply in the Los Vaqueros Reservoir against
threats posed by drought, earthquakes and other hazards.
(File Photo — Doug Jorgensen)

Zone 7 Water Agency

Los Vaqueros Reservoir
May Expand Storage

By David Jen

REGIONAL — Earthquake
and drought risks to the
Tri-Valley’s water supply
may be mitigated in coming
years by increased water
storage at the Los Vaqueros
Reservoir. The expansion
project would also include
obtaining access to a second
source of San Francisco Bay
Delta water through the
Contra Costa Water District
(CCWD).

On Aug. 7, the Zone 7
Water Agency Board of Di-
rectors, which manages the
area’s water supply, discussed
options for participating in
the Los Vaqueros Expansion
project ahead of agreement
negotiations later this month.
The board said more data was
needed before deciding what
form Zone 7’s participation
would take.

“The bottom line is we’re
missing the bottom line,” said
Director Kathy Narum.

(See RESERVOIR, page 7)

The play “Kyoto,” about the global climate protocol, incl
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udes former Livermore lab

scientist Ben Santer as one of the supporting characters. (Photo — Doug Jorgensen)

New Play on Climate Change
Features Retired LLNL Scientist

By Jeff Garberson

LIVERMORE — For the
second time in as many
years, the U.K. has produced
a play featuring an eminent
climate scientist from Law-
rence Livermore National
Laboratory (LLNL).

The play, titled “Kyo-
to” after the Japanese city
where international cli-
mate accords were nego-
tiated in 1997, was staged
this summer by the Royal
Shakespeare Company in
its famous Stratford-on-
Avon theater complex.

The play’s plot springs
in part from the real-life
story of Ben Santer, then
a young climate scientist
at LLNL whose 1990s
research helped prove that
human activities influence
the climate.

That undercut the fossil
fuel lobby’s contention
that humans have no re-
sponsibility for climate
change, so angry industrial
representatives immedi-
ately attacked the young
scientist publicly and pri-
vately, trying to get him
fired or even prosecuted.

Two years ago, the dy-
namic of a scientist being
attacked for his research
motivated a different Brit-
ish play, “Smoking Guns.”
That was broadcast on the
U.K. radio network BBC-
4, focusing on how the
industry attacks affected
Santer’s personal life and
career.

As playwright David
Morley explained in a
2022 interview, “Smoking
Guns” used the drama of
Santer’s life as a spring-
board to present his vital
research to the public.

(See CLIMATE page 8)

Classifieds .......cccoevevennnee.
Editorial......cccooeeemmemncneees
|V F=T1] 7o ) G,
Obituaries ......cccceeeeeereenneee

— VISIT WWW.INDEPENDENTNEWS.COM FOR DAILY ONLINE NEWS

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

11 Dublin City Council Approves Pay Raises
4 Food Bank to Serve As Regional Hub
Man Sentenced For Threatening Swalwell
Looking Forward to Fall, With Nostalgia
----- 9 Leadership Livermore to Welcome New Class
Tri-Valley Teachers of the Year Honored

2 =

PET OF THE WEEK

e - CODY

Cody will fit the bill as a true companion for
someone willing to get to know him! This
handsome young dog is blossoming in foster care.
He’s shy about meeting strangers, but warms up
given alittle time. Stop and smell the flowers with
this gentle fellow — you'll be glad you did! Visit
valleyhumane.org to learn more or email info@
valleyhumane.org to start the adoption application
process. (Photo courtesy of Valley Humane)
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Dublin Council Approves Pay Bump For Next Session

By Ruth Roberts

The Dublin City Council
has given itself a raise.

In a 4-1 vote at its reg-
ular meeting on July 16,
the five-member board
agreed to a salary increase
for the council and mayor
to $1,600 and $2,400 per
month, respectively. That’s
a raise of approximately
$185 a month for coun-
cilmembers, and approxi-
mately $275 for the mayor.

The bump-up will be

effective following the cer-
tification of the November
2024 election. Vice Mayor
Sherry Hu voted against
the increase. Hu has an-
nounced she is running
for mayor in the upcoming
election.

“My decision was driven
by my responsibility to the
taxpayers,” Hu said in an
email to The Independent.
“While the overall pay for
a council member is rela-
tively modest, I believe it
is crucial that we always

seek to provide govern-
ment services in the most
responsible and cost-effec-
tive manner. Ensuring that
taxpayer dollars are used
efficiently is a top priority
for me.”

Hu did not say whether
she would accept or deny
the stipend increase, add-
ing, “Iwill need to carefully
consider the implications
and how it aligns with my
commitment to fiscal re-
sponsibility before making
a decision.”

The council last re-
ceived raises in 2022 with
councilmembers receiv-
ing $1,416.82 per month
and the mayor, $2,124.23
per month. The year-old
state law, SB 329, allows
for increases in salaries
based on a city’s popula-
tion. For cities with pop-
ulations of 50,000-75,000,
which include Dublin and
Pleasanton, the salaries are
capped at $1,600 per month
for councilmembers, and
$2,400 for the mayor.

Dublin had an estimated
population of just under
70,000 in 2023, according
to the U.S. Census Bureau.

According to a staff
report, Dublin’s budgets
through 2026 contain suf-
ficient funds to cover the
increases.

In Pleasanton, coun-
cilmember’s monthly
stipends are $1,321.92,
with the mayor receiving
$1,421.92, according to
city staff. The last increase
for the city council was

New Open

By Ruth Roberts

Open Heart Kitchen
(OHK) is preparing to
roll out its new food bank
program in a matter of
weeks, but for Executive
Director John Bost, the
grand opening can’t come
soon enough.

“It’s been a very ex-
citing time, and we are
looking forward to getting
things moving,” said Bost,

Heart Food

that moves large quantities
of food out to people and
local organizations faster
and more efficiently.

The food bank will
serve as a local distribu-
tion hub for other area food
banks and nonprofit orga-
nizations to better serve
their existing clientele by
allowing these groups to
pick up boxes of fresh
vegetables, produce and
staples and deliver them

Bank Will Serve As Regional Hub

provide in the next three to
five years over 3 million
pounds of food to area
agencies. OHK currently
serves just under a million
pounds of food annually.

Tri-Valley Haven, an
organization that helps
victims of domestic vio-
lence, sexual assault and
homelessness in the area,
will be one of the groups
that benefits from the food
bank.

John Bost, executive director of Open Heart Kitchen, surveys the organization’s new
food bank facility in Livermore. The 19,000-square-foot warehouse will serve as a
conduit for other nonprofit organizations throughout the Tri-Valley area. The facility is
expected to be up and running in the fall. (Photo — Doug Jorgensen)

whose group serves free
nutritious meals to those
in need. “It’s been a long
time coming.”

The 19,000-square-
foot warehouse facility in
Livermore is a collabora-
tion between the Alameda
County Food Bank (ACFB)
and Open Heart; a partner-
ship that began in 2022
when OHK was selected
to become an arm of the
ACFB in Eastern Alameda
County. The idea behind
the program is to create a
redistribution organization

to those in need. The new
Open Heart facility will not
be open to the public
“There are organiza-
tions out there that already
have relationships with
the ACFB and Open Heart
Kitchen will simply ex-
pand that relationship,” said
Bost. “We are a closer cog
in the wheel as far as serv-
ing people out here so that
they don’t have to wait as
long to get what they need.”
Paid for by support from
the ACFB and other donors,
the $3.2 million project will

“The Open Heart Kitch-
en Food Hub will enable
Tri-Valley Haven’s Food
Pantry to receive food
locally, and more efficient-
ly,” said Christine Dill-
man, executive director
of Tri-Valley Haven. “The
new food hub will help
Tri-Valley Haven continue
to support these families
by offering healthy food,
but also providing food
choices that are culturally
appropriate.”

Bost agreed that run-
ning a food bank is about

Drivers Urged to Take Extra Safety
Precautions for Returning Students

The Dublin police are
reminding drivers to ob-
serve the speed limit and
“take extra precautions”
in school zones as chil-
dren head back to classes
following the summer
vacation.

"During Back-to-School
Month, let's prioritize safe-
ty behind the wheel to
protect our children,” said
Dublin Police Services
Chief Nate Schmidt. "We
urge every driver to slow
down, remain alert, and
take extra precautions
when navigating through

school zones. By doing
so, we can create a safer
environment for everyone
and foster a community
where safety is a shared
responsibility.”

Dublin police are also
urging drivers to be aware
of school policies and pro-
cedures for dropping off
and picking up students
and avoid blocking cross-
walks while waiting to
make a right-hand turn.

Parents whose children
walk or ride bikes to school
also need to teach them
basic safety precautions,

according to the police,
such as staying on side-
walks whenever possible,
crossing streets only at
marked crosswalks, and
always looking both ways
before crossing.

Dublin also partners
with Wheels, the Liver-
more-Amador Valley Tran-
sit Authority bus service, to
provide students with rides
to and from school, and is
reminding drivers to use
caution around bus stops
and watch for students who
may be rushing to exit or
catch the bus.

Dr. Chirag Pandya, board certified in Pulmonology,
Critical Care and Sleep Medicine, has moved

to a new location.

hospital.

two new locations!

He has been serving the patients in the Tri-Valley area for the last 15 years
and has held several leadership roles at Stanford Tri-Valley (ValleyCare)

Dr. Pandya specializes in asthma, emphysema/COPD, trouble breathing,
lung infections, lung cancer, interstitial lung disease, snoring, sleep apnea,
trouble sleeping (insomnia), narcolepsy and restless leg syndrome.

Dr. Pandya is happy to help existing and new patients by providing care at

1393 Santa Rita Rd., Ste. A, Pleasanton
87 Fenton St., Suite 210, Livermore
Offering: Lung function testing |
Sleep studies (home andin-lab) | Actigraphy | Video visits

For appointments and questions,
please call 925-434-5144

or visit www.AdvancedSNP.com
Accepting most insurances and Medicare.

more than just making sure
people have food, especial-
ly in a multicultural area
like the Tri-Valley Area.

“Food is housing and
food is health,” said Bost.
“But we are also trying
to be culturally sensitive
to people who want food
that is not only good for
them but is something they
want and that is familiar
and comforting to them.
If someone is asking for
tomatillos, for example, we
want to be able to provide
that for them.”

Items for the food bank
will come from a variety
of sources, said Bost, in-
cluding the ACFB and the
USDA, which is a huge
contributor to food banks
across the nation.

Product sourced from
several locations is “how
the sauce gets made,” said
Bost, and is critical to meet-
ing the region’s needs; a
need that continues to grow.

Before the —-COVID
pandemic, the ACFB
served 38 million pounds
of food per year throughout
the county. Post-COVID
numbers, said Bost, have
risen to 50 million pounds
a year.

“Ultimately we are try-
ing to make these moves so
that people no longer need
our services,” Bost said. “If
you are providing food to

'
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a family so that they don’t
have to choose between
paying for childcare or util-
ities, that’s justice, that’s
good. Every investment
we make in a family and
individual can somehow
help break that cycle of
poverty.”

passed in November 2022,
when they voted for a 10%
increase.

The Livermore City
Council and mayor have
not received an increase
since 2010. The mayor
currently receives $1,490
per month, and the coun-
cil receives $1,070 per
month. Livermore has
a population of 84,701,
putting it in the next high-
er salary category of up
to $1,900 per month for
councilmembers.
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Horseback Riding Lessons,
Training, Boarding,
Breeding, Sales
925.337.5375

creekhillfarms.com

This weekend only!

2351 Peregrine Street
5 bedrooms, 4 full bathrooms
~3287 sq ft home, V9375 sq ft lot
Bedroom and bathroom downstairs
Amazing pool and yard. Must see!!

Linda Diaz Futral

Broker/Realtor

925.980.3561
linda@lindafutral.com

www.lindafutral.com
License #01257605

Healtor

925.640.3762

ginahuggins.com
DRE #01243733

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday & Sunday, 1-4 PM

B Don’t miss this beauty!
GINA HUGGINS

homesmginahuggins.com

1935 Evans 5t.
Livermore, CA

Completely remodeled
‘home with a new pool.

51,599,000
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Florida Man Gets 2 Years in Prison for Threatening Swalwell

By Larry Altman

A Florida man was
sentenced last week to
24 months in prison for
threatening to kill Tri-Val-
ley Congressman Eric
Swalwell and his children
in voicemail messages
left at the representative’s
Washington D.C. office.

Michael Shapiro, 73,
of Greenacres was imme-
diately taken into custody
following his Aug. 7 sen-
tencing in U.S. District
Court in Fort Lauderdale,
prosecutors said.

Shapiro’s sentence, im-
posed by Judge David S.
Leibowitz, followed his
May 17 guilty plea to a
charge of transmitting
threatening communica-
tions.

Prosecutors said that on
Dec. 19,2023, Shapiro re-
peatedly called Swalwell’s
office and left five voice-
mail messages. In three of

them, Shapiro threatened
to kill Swalwell and his
children.

According to prosecu-
tors, his messages includ-
ed the statements, “I’m
gonna come after you and
kill you (expletive)” and
“I’m gonna come and kill
your children, you moth-
er(expletive.) I’'m gonna
kill your children.”.

According to the indict-
ment, Shapiro’s threats
included references to
Christine Fang, a sus-
pected Chinese spy who
infiltrated the offices of
American politicians, in-
cluding volunteering for
Swalwell’s 2014 cam-
paign. When FBI officials
notified Swalwell she was
a spy, Swalwell broke off
ties with her and cooperat-
ed with the investigation.

Although no wrongdo-
ing was found and a later
investigation by the Re-
publican-led House Eth-

ics Committee closed the
matter without any find-
ings against Swalwell, the
situation became fodder
for right-wing media and

A
U.S. Rep. Eric Swalwell

television hosts to accuse
him of being a security
risk. At the beginning of
2023, when new House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy

LVO Will Stage Classic Comedic Opera

Livermore Valley Opera
(LVO) will present “Daugh-
ter of the Regiment,” a clas-
sic comedic opera written
by Gaetano Donizetti, at
the Bankhead Theater in
Livermore the last weekend
of September and the first
weekend in October.

The opera, first per-
formed in 1840, is the tale
of a young girl found on a
battlefield and raised by a
French rifle regiment. As she
grows up, Marie falls in love
with a peasant boy, Tonio,

and defies the wishes of her
stepfather, Supine.

Marie will be played by
French American soprano
Véronique Filloux.

Supine will be played by
Romanian baritone Eugene
Brancoveanu, who won a
Tony Award for his por-
trayal of Marcello in Baz
Luhrmann’s production of
Puccini’s “La Bohéme” on
Broadway.

The opera will be sung
in French with English sur-
titles.

“Daughter of the Reg-
iment” will open with an
evening performance at 7:30
p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 28,
followed by matinee perfor-
mances at 2 p.m. on Sunday,
Sept. 29, Saturday, Oct. 5,
and Sunday, Oct. 6.

There will also be a
pre-opera talk in the lobby
of the Bankhead Theater,
2400 First St., one hour be-
fore each performance

Tickets start at $25 and
are available at livermorev-
alleyopera.com.

Dublin to Sponsor Second Trail Challenge

Dublin will sponsor the
second annual Dublin Trail
Challenge from Monday,
Sept. 9, to Friday, Oct. 11.

During the challenge,
runners, or walkers, will be
encouraged to complete 26
miles anywhere within Dub-

lin city limits. Those who
complete the challenge will
receive a commemorative
tee shirt.

In addition, the city is
introducing a new Trail Chal-
lenge Passport.

Participants who follow

recommended routes, and
enter the dates they visited,
can submit their passports
online to be entered in a prize
drawing.

To register, go to tinyurl.
com/26dd5yvv.

Registration closes Oct. 8.

took his position, McCa-
rthy removed Swalwell
from his position on the
House Intelligence Com-
mittee.

In his messages, Sha-
piro called Swalwell
“greaseball” and a “mo-
ron,” and accused him of
a sexual affair with Fang.

In his plea agreement
in May and in documents
filed in court before his
sentencing, Shapiro ad-
mitted to drinking heavily
before calling Swalwell.

Prosecutors sought
a sentence of 24 to 30
months behind bars, citing
a previous conviction for
making threats against two
U.S. Capitol police agents
in 2019.

In attempting to reduce
the term, Shapiro’s at-
torney, Assistant Federal
Public Defender Kristy
Militello, wrote that his
calls were a “spontaneous
reaction to reports about

LIVERMORE VALLEY
arts

MIKE SUPER 2.0OH
Magic & lllusion
FRI AUG 23 | 8 PM

a politician’s suspected
impropriety.”

“Mr. Shapiro remem-
bers reacting to the news
by calling the Congress-
man to confront him about
the alleged impropriety,”
the attorneys wrote. “Mr.
Shapiro does not, howev-
er, remember making any
threats.”

Militello said Shapiro
was drunk and had no
intention of carrying out
his threats.

Prosecutors, however,
said Shapiro’s threats to
kill put Swalwell in fear
for his family’s safety.

“The Congressmen
knew nothing about the
identity of the person who
threatened to kill him,”
Assistant U.S. Attorney
Mark Dispoto wrote in
a sentencing document.
“Thus, he had no idea if
Shapiro knew where he
lived or had any plans to
carry out his threat. By

making an anonymous
threat to kill, Shapiro ac-
complished his intended
goal — to instill fear in
the Congressperson. The
pain and anguish that ac-
companied that fear is
real, regardless of whether
Shapiro actually intended
to carry out his threat.”

Swalwell has served in
Congress since 2012. His
14th District includes Liv-
ermore, Pleasanton, parts
of Dublin, and Sunol.

Reed
Plumbing
Company

Livermore, CA
(925) 371-5671

davidreed@dareedplumbing.com
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THE JAYHAWKS
Rootsy. Inspiring. Alt Country.

SAT SEP 14 | 8PM

GET TICKETS NOW! LivermoreArts.org | 925.373.6800

Dementia Support Group

Second Wednesday of Every Month
5:00 PM to 6:00 PM

35 Fenton Street « Livermore, CA 94550
rosewoodgardens.watermarkcommunities.com

THE WATERMARK

AT ROSEWOOD GARDENS

CRILRI RN RN A0 LY L O

@’A WATERMARK RETIREMENT COMMUNITY ™

RCFE LICENSE #019200708 2406-WRG-8003A (5\ @ -

ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE

Caring for a loved one experiencing memory loss
or dementia can be difficult and emotional. We
invite you to join our monthly support group to talk
about challenges, share experiences, and lend
support to one another in a safe and welcoming
setting. At The Watermark at Rosewood Gardens,
we are committed to providing excellent resources

and support for you and your loved one.

Call 925-488-2203 to RSVP.
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EDITORIAL

Water is the source of life
on this planet. In the Tri-Val-
ley area, our supply of fresh
water for drinking, agriculture
and sanitation faces increasing
threats from aging infrastructure
and climate change.

Zone 7 Water Agency is
considering its options for the
future, which include improve-
ments to Los Vaqueros Res-
ervoir, an important source of
clean water in the region (See
story on p. 1). There are two
options which should be seri-
ously considered: expanding
the pipeline system that delivers

-

water to us and expanding the
storage capacity of Los Vaque-
ros Reservoir.

The Harvey O. Banks pump-
ing station near Mountain
House has been identified as a
possible choke point in our wa-
ter distribution system. Prob-
lems at the station could disrupt
water supplies in the Tri-Valley
area. A new pipeline under
consideration would allow an
alternate route for water in case
the pumping station were to be
taken offline during a disaster,
either natural or human-made.
Increasing the storage capac-

We Need to Secure Our Region’s Water Supply

ity of the reservoir is just as
important.

The investment in upgrades
will not be cheap — if both the
pipeline is upgraded and the
level of the reservoir is raised,
Zone 7 may have to pay up to
$3.1 million per year to ensure
we have access to more water.
That likely will mean higher
water bills in the future. But
our communities will need to
ensure they will have access to
that extra supply, especially if
our region continues to grow.

The challenges facing us from
climate change are myriad, and

~

in many respects, we are playing
catch-up as droughts and wild-
fires become more frequent and
our equipment deteriorates.

Fighting climate change will
take an unprecedented amount
of collective action around the
world. At the same time, we
need to work to mitigate the
effects of a warming planet here
in the Tri-Valley. Protecting our
water supply should be near the
top of the list.

We support Zone 7 taking a
broad look at new water and
funding sources to secure our
supply of water into the future.

J
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Mailbox Guidelines:
Opinions voiced in letters
published in Mailbox are
those of the author and
do not necessarily reflect
the opinion of The Inde-
pendent. Anonymous let-
ters will not be published.
All letters are required to
have the name(s) of the
person(s) submitting them,
city of residence and phone
number, for verification
purposes. Letters may not
contain advertising. Abu-
sive letters and letters con-
taining ad hominem attacks
may be rejected or edited.
Letters are subject to veri-
fication and may be edited
for clarity at the discretion
of the editor. We reserve
the right to decide wheth-
er or not the letter will be
published. Headings for
all letters may be edited
at the discretion of the ed-
itor to properly reflect their
content. A headline will be
added to letters received
without one. Frequent let-
ter writers may have pub-
lication of their letters
delayed. Letters should be
limited to 400 words or
less and should be sent by
email to letters@indepen-
dentnews.com or submit-
ted using the form below.
The letters to the editor
deadline is Monday at 10
a.m. If you wish to submit
a letter pertaining to a spe-
cial event or meeting taking
place on a Monday before
any given Thursday print
edition — and you would
like your letter to run that
week — please contact the
editor  (editor@indepen-
dentnews.com) as soon as
possible on Monday to dis-
cuss the content and publi-
cation options. Otherwise,
all letters submitted after
10 a.m. on Monday must
hold wuntil the following
week.

Invest at the Root Level
Abdul Awwal, Pleasanton

We read a story in "Folk-
tales from Bangladesh" by
a giant in Bengali literature,
poet Jasimuddin. In one
of the stories there are two
brothers. After the death of
their parents, they inherit a
tree and a cow. One of the
clever brothers chooses the
top of the tree, and gives his
brother the bottom half. This
poor brother keeps water-
ing the tree, while the other
brother enjoys the fruit. So
when time came to divide

the cow, the younger broth-
er chose the head of the
cow and the other brother
the back. The poor brother
kept feeding the cow grass
while the older brother hap-
pily milked the cow. One of
the approaches of solving
economic inequality of the
government sometimes im-
plements policy at the fruit
level. For example, instead of
caring for the tree at the root
level, they care by choos-
ing the fruit. In an uncom-
fortable conversation with a
black man, Emmanuel Acho
gives a nice example: you are
competing in a race, but the
black man was held for 200
meters and then released and
said compete? Is that a fair
race? If we see the life cycle
of a kid in a predominantly
African-American neighbor-
hood, they are held back in
every level of their life. There
is far less investment in their
neighborhood and school that
will grow a child. Slavery in
this country built the econ-
omy, but in return they are
not given the benefit of the
country they built. I heard
a lecture by Nazeer Ahmed
in MCC. He mentioned that
the Vikings used to invade
various British Isles countries
and acquire slaves, and sold
those to the Ottoman empire
(https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Swedish_slave trade).
The Ottomans trained these
slaves and made Kings (see
Mamluks) out of them.
Looking at the Western
countries that traded slaves,
after hundreds of years, the
misery of their next genera-
tion has not ended.

[ think countries including
our own United States must
invest in people affected by
years of slavery to give them
a fair chance of success. In-
stead of caring at the fruit
level, we must invest in the
root level in these commu-
nities, in people, in schools,
in the related economy, and
create an environment of
success.

Is America Good?
Owen Brovont, Livermore

Of unproven provenance
is the quotation, often at-
tributed to Alexis de Toc-
queville, “America is great
because America is good.
And if America ever ceases
to be good, she will cease
to be great.” Regardless of
its original source, the judg-
ment was, and remains, a
thoughtful and perceptive
insight.
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It is up to the citizens of
our contemporary society,
if their integrity is intact
and functional, to answer
the question proposed in
the quotation, is America
good? When I was young,
some sixty odd years ago, I
would have argued that of
course America was good,;
retrospectively however,
I must admit that time has
proven that I was fairly ig-
norant and naive. The first
serious doubt arose in my
mind when President Ken-
nedy was assassinated, and
was shortly followed by the
presidencies of Johnson,
Nixon, and Carter. Today,
however, I would not draw
the same pre-Kennedy con-
clusion despite the breather
provided by Ronald Reagan.
Given the events of the last
two or three decades, espe-
cially our political and social
turmoil, America is increas-
ingly suffering from a sick-
ness, growing in intensity,
that is quite likely to be fatal.
Dishonesty and subversion
are rife in this once wonder-
ful nation, much of which is
supported by ignorance and
disinterest, and much of it is
home grown, though exter-
nal sources are contributing
both significantly and in-
creasingly in instigating and
driving its uncivilized and
unlawful behaviors. A sig-
nificant consequence is the
losing of prestige this coun-
try has had in the world for
the previous century.

Serious objective analyses
must be leveled on the sub-
version of our educational
system and its resulting fail-
ures — at all levels — to incul-
cate the ideals that motivated
the founders to create the
United States of America in
1787 — 237 years ago. That
America should parish, ow-
ing to the failure of its citi-
zens to properly protect their
freedoms and fulfill their re-
sponsibilities to their fellow
citizens, would be a unique
and appalling travesty.

The Inspiration and
Counter for the Predation
Greg Scott, Livermore

We in America have in-
credible freedom and we
choose to be like sheep. We
could select a number of
presidential candidates, yet
the insistence is on the can-
didates from two major po-
litical parties who present a
facade and lie incessantly.

The Democrats say they
are the rampart of "democ-
racy." What a joke. No one
voted in the Democratic
Presidential Primaries for
Kamala Harris. Her candi-
dacy is another Democratic
Party sham for the denial of
the fact that the president is,
and has been, less than capa-
ble for years. Power is every-
thing — country be damned.

The Republicans held a
convention where the dele-
gates had no say in the Re-

publican platform, for it was
dictated by the authoritarian
Trump campaign. There
are a considerable number
of right-wing Republicans
wanting language in the
platform to address the Fed-
eral deficit. The Trump cam-
paign put in brief, nebulous
language in the Republican
platform, including on the
Federal deficit. As president,
"Dangerous  Demagogue"
Donald Trump expanded the
Federal deficit by around $8
trillion. President "Genocide
Joe" Biden has grown the
deficit by less than $5 tril-
lion.

Both major political par-
ties agree that the killing by
genocide and ethnic cleans-
ing in Palestine is increas-
ing the safety of the United
States and Israel. Nothing is
further from the truth. The
U.S. is spending enormous
sums of money to protect,
arm, and finance Israel. This
is done by debt, as America's
vulnerable — the sick, elderly,
poor, disabled, minorities —
areexploited. It is the history
of empires, as they borrowed
to pursue military excur-
sions. Great Britain in the
twentieth century is a prime
example. And like Great
Britain, when we no longer
are the world's reserve cur-
rency. this game of delusion
is over.

Therefore, America's ad-
dressing of the world's and
its own vulnerable is a fa-
cade. The wvulnerable are
being fundamentally preyed
upon. The Palestinian issue
is not solved until all the
Palestinians are extermi-
nated; the homeless are to
be vanquished to some un-
known location; along with
subterfuge on other societal
inequities and inequalities,
like affordable housing and
cost-of-living.

America, like sheep, will
vote for either Trump or
Harris for the most part, and
whomever wins will only in-
crease the power of the pow-
erful and the riches of the
wealthy oligarchs.

"There's a time when the
operation of the machine
becomes so odious--makes
you so sick at heart--that
you can't take part." (Mario
Savio)

Vote Dunbar for City
Council
David Jonas, Livermore

I enthusiastically support
Steven Dunbar for Liver-
more City Council, District
3.

Steven has proven his
readiness for City Council,
commitment to the commu-
nity, and strong analytical
and leadership skills through
his service on the city’s Plan-
ning Commission.

He has served as a Plan-
ning Commissioner since
2020, including one year as
chair and one year as vice
chair. As a commissioner,

he has demonstrated a ca-
pacity for quickly grasping
complex issues and guiding
fraught issues to closure.
His positions on planning
matters always reflect his
commitment to comply with
applicable codes and reg-
ulations, regardless of his
personal views towards a
project.

He has also served four
years on Livermore’s As-
set Management Outreach
Committee.

Steven is  passionate
about mass transit, as re-
flected in his work for Liv-
ermore-based bus manu-
facturer Gillig, where he
has worked since 2016. He
currently supervises a team
of engineers working on Gil-
lig’s diesel, natural gas, hy-
brid, electric, and hydrogen

platforms.
Steven is earnest, artic-
ulate, disarming, gentle,

energetic and extremely up-
beat. He will bring a brainy
and balanced perspective to
City Council. He will fight
aggressively for the qual-
ities that make Livermore
amazing: open space, equity,
smart growth. He possesses
the experience, tempera-
ment, and qualifications to
make a superb city leader.

I urge District 3 voters to
consider Steven Dunbar for
Council. For more informa-
tion, visit dunbarforliver-
more.com.

The Foist
Anthony Beckett, Pleasanton

Foist (v): to force upon or
impose fraudulently or un-
justifiably.

Democrats have seamless-
ly resolved the crisis of an
unwell incumbent by replac-
ing Joe with a truly unquali-
fied candidate, without even
the pretense of a selection
process. None. It was like
"Here you go. We've picked
some random clowns for
you. Now vote for us".

And they all thought Don-
ald Trump was a danger to
democracy.

What I see unfolding is
similar to Joe Biden's base-
ment campaign: incredible
(and puzzling) reversals of
previous positions, canned
speeches, pandering, and the
usual expectation of the feal-
ty of the voters they presum-
ably own. What we need to
remember is that to approve
of this is to approve of the
usurpation of the democrat-
ic process, a vote for four
more years of what we have
already suffered: inflation,
economic and geopolitical
instability, and a complete
disregard for our borders.
And a tacit approval to being
foisted upon.

Jeff’s the Best for
District 3
Cathie Brown, Livermore
(former mayor)

I served on Livermore
City Council for almost 20

years — eight years as a
council member and twelve
years as mayor. I’ve known
many elected officials over
the years and can say, with-
out a doubt, that voters have
a chance to elect an outstand-
ing candidate for city coun-
cil this November: my friend
Jeff Kaskey.

Jeff believes in the im-
portance of preserving our
open space; and if you’re
worried about maintaining
the character of Livermore
as it moves into the future,
Jeff is your guy. He appre-
ciates Livermore’s past as
well as its future. He’s been
curator and president of the
Livermore Heritage Guild
and manages the Hagemann
Ranch for the City. He man-
ages the downtown Carnegie
Building, Duarte Garage and
traveling  HistoryMobile.
Jeff is the one I've turned
to whenever I’ve needed an
historical perspective.

Despite being busy with
additional commitments to
our city, like being a board
member of the Bankhead
Theater or a member of the
Cultural Arts Council or sit-
ting on the downtown steer-
ing committee or volunteer-
ing with 4-H, Eagle Scouts
or homeless services, he’s al-
ways available to find time to
add more. Last year I made
a presentation at the library
about my trips to our sister
city in Russia during my
tenure as mayor. I couldn’t
have done it without Jeff’s
no-drama competence and
technical expertise.

You’ll get the best person
for the job for District 3 if
you vote for Jeff Kaskey.
He’s smart; he’s profession-
al; he’s respectful of every-
one’s opinion; he has a great
sense of humor, but most-
ly — he’s trustworthy.

August 6, 1945

Richard Andrews, Livermore

I know I will get a lot of
push-back on this, but I have
personally done a lot of
reading on the subject: Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki; the
only two atomic bombs ever
dropped in war. The results
were horrifying and hard to
grasp. As were the reasons.
But I feel President Truman
did the right thing.

They were on Aug. 6 and
9 respectively. The verifi-
able carnage was 78,000
and 64,000. And probably
many unaccounted for. A
horrible price for civil-
ians to pay. But it stopped
a war, and probably saved
500,000+ lives if the inva-
sion, Operation Olympic,
had taken place.

That 200,000 were lost
combined in the taking of
Okinawa clearly shows that
the Japanese people were
following the demonic Hiro-
hito to the grave. And that to
conquer without his capitula-
tion would be a blood bath.

(See MAILBOX, page 5)
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The Hurricane Band plays classic rock, R&B, dance tunes and a touch of country from

the past 50 years — Santana to Tom Petty. The Hurricane Band has five happy musicians
who love playing together; singer Joanie Davis, Dave Gamble on vocals and guitar,
Greg Johnston on lead guitar, bassist Corey Norton, and drummer Patrick Alvarez. The
final “Tuesday Tunes” concert of this season, 6:45 pm August 20th, produced by the
Livermore Cultural Arts Council, will be on the Shea Home Stage near the Bankhead
Theater. Shea Homes is the major sponsor with additional funding from Fremont Bank,
Uncle Credit Union, Uncle Yu’s at the Vineyard and The Independent. (Photo courtesy

of The Hurricane Band)
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If further evidence is need-
ed, just look at the kamika-
ze pilots. And don't forget
they had 31,617 POWs that
would have been executed
as soon as we invaded. This
is in addition to the projected
losses!

That the German peo-
ple were still fighting after
the devastation of Cologne
plainly shows that the Axis
powers had warped their
people into a cult following
that only the absolute leader
could stop. And when the
firecbombing of Tokyo on
March 5, 1945, killed 86,000
people (note, MORE than
Hiroshima) and still they
fought, President Truman
had no choice. To save prob-
ably more than 200,000 Al-
lies and over a million Japa-
nese, it was worth the strike.
As horrible a decision as it
was...our President did what
was needed.

As to the people who (jus-

tifiably) want to stop nuclear
war, please note the horror of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki are
the only nuclear bombs ever
dropped in war.

Kristie Wang for City
Council District 4!
Valerie Jonas, Livermore

I am eager to see Kristie
Wang join our City Council.
We have seen her in action
fighting for our children and
community, starting with
taking on big tobacco on the
vaping issue in Livermore.

Her track record in our
community is stellar, from
serving as a volunteer ad-
vocate at Tri-Valley Haven
for 13 years to service on
the LVJUSD school board.
Kristie’s efforts with Asian
Pacific Islander APA and
with the Juneteenth Festival
demonstrate the effective
and positive ways she works
to magnify less-heard voic-
es in our community. She is

thorough at examining is-
sues, is a keen listener, and
has compelling leadership
ability honed during her pro-
fessional and public service
careers.

As I've gotten to know
Kristie at meetings and oth-
er gatherings, it is her abili-
ty to care about people that
has moved me most. She
cares about family, commu-
nity, the underserved, and
the unheard. She has a clear
focus on putting into action
ways to better people’s lives.
Please join me in supporting
Kristie Wang.

Vote for Policy
Jan Brovont, Livermore

Have you heard how some
people are choosing who to
vote for, for President??

Some people are say-
ing things like, “We need a
woman in the White House.”

(Why/what does a per-
son’s gender have to do with

how they can run our coun-
try, and keep us safe with a
good economy?)

Or, I can’t stand his or-
ange hair. (How/what does
the color of the president’s
hair have to do with how
well they keep our country
safe, and with a good econ-
omy)?

If you don’t like some-
one’s hair color, and it both-
ers you, then do not look at
him or her.

If he or she is what you
think is the wrong sex for the
office, then look at their ac-
complishments, safety, econ-
omy and what they have said
in the past several years.

Why are people not fo-
cused on the candidate’s past
accomplishments, what they
have said & done in the past
and not how they look??? It’s
not a beauty pageant folks.
We need a strong intelligent
President, regardless of the
gender, hair color or how
they look.

Bottom line and most
important is to vote for their
policy not how they look.

The USA needs someone
who will keep our country
safe, update our military, and
close the borders. Bottom
line and most important is to
vote for their policy not how
they look.

Before you vote for any-
thing, take some time and do
some good research.

Remember whether it is
City Council, or the Pres-
ident of the United States,
this is going to have an effect
on you. Don’t worry about
what they wear or how they
look. Like I said before, it is
not a beauty pageant. Look
at what they have done, what
they have tried to do, and
what they say they are going
to do.

Steven Dunbar for
Council District 3

Laning Thompson, Livermore

I live in Council District
3 — the southeast corner of
Livermore — and I’'m look-
ing forward to voting for
Steven Dunbar in Novem-
ber. He’s an obvious choice
because his experience serv-

ing on the Asset Manage-
ment outreach committee,
and currently the Planning
Commission, means he thor-
oughly understands how the

the environment, transporta-
tion, traffic, housing, equity
(See MAILBOX, page 6)

City’s staff and advisory |[A R R O Y O
bodies work in conjunction
with the City Council. The |C E L LA R S

Planning Commission con-
siders many aspects of new
development proposals in
order to present recommen-
dations to the Council, so
Steven is well-prepared to

Tasting Room Open:
Saturday: 12 - 5pm,
Sunday: 12 - 5pm,
or by appointment

study and evaluate items that | 2270 Research Drive,
come before the legislative Livermore
body. He cares deeply about (925) 292-9157
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AIR CONDITIONING and HEATING
WE SERVICE ALL MAIOR BRANDS!
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GUILD Estate S;ales

Moving? Downsizing?
Settling a parent’s estate?

Our Guild estate sale team offers over 20
years of experience, professional evaluation
of your items, and unique staging to bring the
best prices. Our contract includes sorting,
pricing, marketing and sale date staffing. Our
sale portion benefits Symphony non-profit
and youth programs. Conducted with respect,
confidentiality, and security — key elements
when bidding goodbye to a well-loved home.

Call for a consultation 925-294-8657
LivermoreAmadorSymphony.org

TRY TRANSIT
TO SCHOOL

Students ride FREE on Wheels

August 8-31, 2024
Learn more at wheelsbus.com
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Newly installed multi-sport use turf expected to hold up for at least a decade. (Photo
courtesy of LARPD)

Artificial Turf Sports Field
Installed at Cayetano Park

The sports fields at Cay-
etano Park in Livermore
have a new artificial turf sur-
face that the Livermore Area
Recreation and Park District
(LARPD) says should last
for at least the next decade.

“This upgrade rep-
resents our commitment
to providing top-notch
facilities for our communi-

ty,” said LARPD Facilities
Manager Fred Haldeman.
“The advanced features of
this turf, particularly the
pad underneath, ensure
a safer and more durable
playing surface for all. We
look forward to seeing our
local athletes enjoy this
field for many years to
come."

The turf field was in-
stalled in June and will be
used for soccer, lacrosse,
field hockey, rugby, and
ultimate frisbee, according
to the LARPD.

The 10-acre park at 698
Portola Ave. also includes
a playground, baseball and
softball fields, basketball
courts, and a dog park.

BOND

(Continued from front page)

“This lawsuit is all about
the 75 words maximum that
will be in the Regional Mea-
sure 4 ballot question,” said
Jason Bezis, an attorney for
the residents, a list of elec-
tors for the Nov. 5 election,
members of county taxpayers’
associations, and a former San
Jose City Council member.

Bezis’ office filed a petition
in Santa Clara Superior Court
on Aug. 8, demanding it be
rewritten. The filing came six
days after sending a “pre-liti-
gation” letter to the Bay Area
Housing Finance Authority
(BAHFA), which placed the
measure on the ballot.The
lawsuit targets BAHFA and
election officials in Alameda,
Santa Clara, Contra Costa,
Marin, Napa, San Mateo,
Solano, and Sonoma counties,
along with the city and county
of San Francisco.

The question may well
become moot. On Tuesday
evening as The Independent
went to press, BAHFA called
a last-minute meeting for
Wednesday morning, the last
day under which ballots may
be changed, to discuss whether
or not to pull Regional Mea-
sure 4 from the ballot.

If the measure remains on
the ballot, residents in the nine
counties will decide whether
to approve a $20 billion gener-
al obligation bond issue that is
estimated to result in property
tax increases of about $19 per
$100,000 of assessed value of
businesses and homes. The
owner of a home assessed at
$600,000, approximately the
median valuation in Alameda
County, would pay an addi-
tional $114 a year.

Under the proposal, $4
billion will be placed into a
regional housing fund, with
the rest dispersed to the coun-
ties. Alameda County would
receive $2.8 billion; San Fran-
cisco County, $2.4 billion; San
Mateo County, $2.1 billion;
Santa Clara County, $4.5
billion; Contra Costa County,
$1.9billion; Sonoma County,e

$795 million; Napa County,
$364 million; Solano Coun-
ty, $489 million; and Marin
County, $699 million. The
cities of San Jose, Oakland,
Santa Rosa and Napa also will
receive a share.

Before last week, the ballot
measure’s language indicat-
ed the bond would generate
$670,000,000 annually, and
that it would provide funds to
address housing affordability
and reducing homelessness;
creating homes near transit, jobs
and stores; converting vacant
lots or blighted properties into
housing; and providing first-
time homebuyer assistance.

Already, Bezis’ letter
achieved an admission from
BAHFA that its estimate was
wrong. At BAHFA’s Aug. 8
meeting, BAHFA’s attorney
Kathleen Kane called that
figure a “mathematical error”
that was brought to BAHFA’s
attention. The committee ap-
proved adopting the higher
figure; about $911 million
would be produced annually.

The board made no other
changes.

In its petition, the residents’
group also wants to strike the
word “reduce” before home-
lessness; amend ‘70,000 units
10 ““90,000” units, which is the
number written in the three-
page ballot measure explana-
tion; change the word “homes”
to “housing units” because
“homes” evokes the image of
a “cozy abode”; and eliminate
references to transit, jobs and
stores, deeming them argumen-
tative and undefined words.

“One motivation for this
lawsuit is the unreasonably
high costs of so-called ‘afford-
able housing’ by Eden, Mid-
Pen and other contractors,”
Bezis said via email. “There
iS no maximum per-unit cost
required by RM4. RM4 will
provide many fewer hous-
ing units than claimed. Note
that the three-page ‘Ballot
Measure’ says ‘up to 90,000
units, which means one unit
or 90,000 units or anywhere

within that range. But the bal-
lot question claims ‘estimated
70,000’ units. You will see
that ‘estimated 70,000’ num-
ber nowhere in the three-page
‘Ballot Measure.”

The lawsuit also asks that
references to “converting
vacant lots/blighted proper-
ties” into houses, and “pro-
viding first-time homebuyer
assistance” be stricken. The
petition suggests phrases
like vacant lots and blighted
properties are prejudicial
and contends counties would
not be required under the
measure to fund first-time
homebuyer plans.

The case was filed in Santa
Clara County because that
county’s registrar’s office is
coordinating the measure.

It was not immediately
clear when a hearing would
be held. Alameda County’s
website says all arguments on
issues for its voter information
guides are to be received by
Aug. 19. The county plans to
mail those to residents on Sept.
26. Ballots will be mailed to
residents on Oct. 7, the same
day early voting begins.

During the BAHFA meet-
ing, Bezis told committee
members his clients were “ap-
preciative of the fact that the
BAHFA board has corrected
the mathematical error, which
was rather sizable, about $240
million a year.”

“At any rate, that's a good
direction, and there will be an
open communication channel,
one hopes, in the coming days,
as this matter advances through
the process,” Bezis said.

The plaintiffs in the case
were identified as Johnny
Khamis, John Low, Thomas
Rubin, Terry Floyd, Marc
Joffe, Sandra Kallander, Susan
Kirsch, Michael Edelstein,
Jack Gray, Gina Tse Louie,
Christopher Robell, Jason
Quintero and Ourania Riddle.

This story contains break-
ing news. Go to https://Inde-
pendentNews.com for updates.

MAILBOX
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and many other vital issues.

Steven is an engineer at
Gillig, a Livermore-based
company that designs and
manufactures buses, where
he supervises a team that
works on alternative pow-
er sources such as hydro-
gen fuel cells. A quiet,
thoughtful and modest
young man, he is a high-
est-honors graduate of UC
Davis and can quickly un-
derstand and solve com-
plex problems.

Take a Dive into the City
of Livermore
Patricia Munro, Livermore

How does city govern-
ment work? In a coun-
cil-manager form of govern-
ment — which Livermore
and most cities follow — the
City Council, elected by and
responsible to the whole
community (whether voters
or not), hires the City Man-
ager. The City Manager is, in
effect, the chief administra-
tive officer of the city, hiring
all other employees, with the
exception of the City Attor-
ney and staff.

In Livermore, City Man-
ager Marianna Marisheva
issues a weekly update to
city council, informing them
of the work the city staff has
accomplished. That report is
available to everyone. Here
are three examples of what
you will find:

1. Under “A Safe Commu-
nity That Thrives”

Goodness Village: On Au-
gust 8, City staff signed off
and issued a demolition per-
mit to the Goodness Village
team to demolish the old
dairy building. A new com-
munity center building will
occupy the old dairy build-
ing's former location.

2. Under “Environmental
Stewardship”

Livermore was the first
EECBG Program vouch-
er grantee to receive their
funds from DOE. Repre-
sentatives from DOE are
co-hosting an event with the
City on August 30 from 3
to 5 p.m. at the Civic Cen-
ter Library to celebrate the
milestone. August is also
DOE’s “Resilience Month,”
and their team will highlight
EECBG Program invest-
ments that promote com-
munity resilience. The event
will be open to the public
and promoted through so-
cial media, the City e-news-
letter and website.

3. Under “Inclusive and
Inviting Spaces and Places”

a. Downtown Utility and
Street Work Railroad Ave-
nue is being micro-surfaced
this week between I Street
and K Street. Expect some
traffic control and lane re-
ductions. The brick band
on the southern sidewalk
should also be completed
this week between Liver-
more Avenue and the Bank-
head Theater. Restriping is
scheduled for next week.

b. PG&E is complet-
ing restoration of the gas
main trench on College
between J and G streets.
PG&E is continuing gas
main replacement work
on College between Ries-
ling Court and G Street.
The trench section will
then be restored. Once all
this work is complete, the
entire road will be slurry
sealed between L Street
and Riesling Court.

Three examples of what
our city does: caring for the
vulnerable, caring for the
environment, and improving

EMERALD
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freshmen spent the year on
the campus of Dublin High
School because of delays in
opening Emerald High.

Emerald High Sophomore
Abigail Compton was one of
those students.

“I’m excited about today
because we are the first grad-
uating class and we get to
show the younger kids their
way around,” she said. “It’s
a beautiful campus and very
much a college-type campus.
I feel very lucky to be here.”

Sophomore Tay Stun-
na was milling around the
student union building with
friends, familiarizing himself
with the campus layout.

“This campus is so nice
and the energy is great,” he
said. “I’'m looking forward
today to meeting new people,
seeing old friends and finding
my classes. Everyone seems
very excited, and [ am too.”

Despite all the shiny new
classrooms and state-of-the-
art accoutrements, first-day
missteps happen, as Maly Pra,
the school’s director of child
nutrition can attest.

“Technology failed me this
morning,” laughed Pra. “My
printer broke, so here I am
writing everything out — ev-
erything that’s on the menu.”

A menu that included ba-
gels, cream cheese, fresh fruit,

crumb cake and cereal.

“Something for everyone
we hope,” Pra added.

Emerald High’s layout
centers around two, three-sto-
ry academic towers that will
be developed in three phases.
The recently completed Phase
1 includes the administration
building, student union, visual
and performing arts center, li-
brary, gym and locker rooms.
Classroom Tower 1, a 137-
seat lecture hall, eight tennis
courts, and a sports field and
track were also all in place to
welcome students on the first
day of school.

Phase 2 will feature a sec-
ond academic tower and a

visual and performing arts
extension. This phase is an-
ticipated to be completed in
2025.

The final Phase 3 addi-
tion will include the 600-seat
Catherine Kuo Performing
Arts Center, named after a
school district trustee who
died in 2021. The center is
anticipated to be completed
in August 2026.

Each year, anew incoming
class will be added to the cam-
pus, ending the 2026-2027
school year when all four
full classes will be attending
school on site. The campus is
designed to eventually accom-
modate up to 2,500 students.

transportation routes. Want
to see more? Go to the City
Manager’s page of the City
of Livermore website (www.
livermoreca.gov/depart-
ments/city-manager), then
click “this week’s update.”

Comparing the Platforms
Philip La Scola, Livermore

It’s very interesting to
read the mailbox every week
and read about what readers
think of Donald Trump and
the 2024 election.

The general complaint is,
if elected: Trump will be-
come a dictator, rob us of
our constitutional rights and
only enrich the wealthy. Of
course, they never provide
any evidence of this. It is
said he is only interested in
himself, being the narcissist
that he is; wealth and pow-
er being his only goal. The
people who believe this may
have a bias or are just unin-
formed.

The issue of January 6 is
always brought up. Trump
believes the 2020 election
was stolen. According to the
first amendment, he is en-
titled to his opinion even if
it’s wrong. As for the rally
on January 6, he encouraged
those who believed his opin-
ion was correct to raise their
voices in protest. He said
protest, but be “peaceful and
patriotic.”

It’s on video.

With the Democratic
convention due to come
up later in August, it will
be interesting to read the
Democrat platform and to
compare it with the Repub-
lican platform. After all,
reading and comparing the
platforms should give us
some insight into how we
might be governed in the
next four years.

For example, the Repub-
lican platform says Repub-
licans will work to “seal
the border and stop the mi-
grant invasion.” What will
the Democrat platform say
about immigration? Is immi-
gration a major issue? Will
voters vote on policy issues
or personalities?

VP candidate Walz has
stated that if Trump built
a 20-foot wall, he would
build a 30-foot ladder. Is
that a policy you or I would
support?

Harris and Walz believe
themselves to be progres-
sives. Progressives believe
in DEI as opposed to mer-
itocracy. Alan Dershow-
itz is a celebrated lawyer
who was a full professor in
Harvard Law School and
taught law at Harvard for
more than 20 years. Der-
showitz is a constitutional
scholar. He believes pro-
gressives are the real threat
to democracy. Call him a
liberal but never call him
a progressive; his words.
Dershowitz is the liber-
al who voted for Clinton,
Gore, Obama twice, Hil-
lary and for Biden. He has
some real issues with pro-
gressives such as Bernie
Sanders, Elizabeth Warren
and the squad. If he could,
he would vote them out of

office because of their so-
cialist, almost communist
leanings. He would vote
for a Republican if it meant
getting them out of office.

Misguided and False
Statements
David 0Ott, Pleasanton

Over the last few weeks,
I have read countless mis-
guided and false statements
in this newspaper from
the Biden/Harris support-
ers. Remember this claim?
Biden was a hero for step-
ping down and handing the
baton to Harris. In reality,
Biden was forced out by his
party because they knew he
had no chance of winning
the election.

Another, the Republicans
are a threat to democracy,
when in reality the Repub-
licans expect laws to be
enforced. Conversely, the
Dems break the law and
attempt to overthrow the
constitution with their open
border policy, weapon-
ization of the DOJ against
their political foes, Chris-
tians and parents, and with
their newest one, an attempt
to pack the Supreme Court.

The Dems also claim that
Make America Great Again
is fascist and un-Ameri-
can, when in reality it is
pro-America. Biden/Harris
have weakened our country
at home and abroad with
their pro- Iran, pro-Hamas,
pro-China philosophy and
their anti-Semitic stance
against Israel.

The Dems claim that voter
ID is unfair, but in reality it
has caused the American cit-
izens to doubt all elections.
Other countries require cit-
izens to show ID before
they cast a vote to ensure the
elections are fair and trust-
ed. Why in the world would
anyone be against voter 1D,
unless you wanted to cheat?

Dems claim their policies
are good for America, when
in reality we have seen what
their high taxes, overspend-
ing and high inflation has
done to wreck the economy.
Their open borders have
allowed hundreds of thou-
sands of Americans to die
from Fentanyl, Americans
to be murdered by illegal
aliens that should have nev-
er been allowed to enter, and
worse, once they entered
were never deported like the
law requires.

The Dems foreign policy
is a disaster as evidenced
by the wars in Ukraine and
Israel, and they continue to
allow Iran to fund terrorism
through their proxies.

I realize that that no can-
didate is perfect and every
candidate has flaws, so the
key to America’s success
is to look at the candidate’s
policies. Who in their right
mind would support the
failed policies of the Dems?
Do not be fooled by the
Dems rhetoric and false
statements. A sane person
would want to support the
policies that provided pros-
perity for all, just as they
did before in 2017-2020 and
will do again in 2024!

On Aug. 6, Livermore Police, city leaders and staff, along
with representatives from Livermore Pleasanton-Fire
Department, LARPD, State Parks Police, and Lawrence
Livermore National Laboratory, visited more than 50
registered block parties. A gallery of photos can be found
at police.livermoreca.gov/NNO. (Photo courtesy of the
Livermore Police Department)
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By Christina Cavallaro

It’s at the beginning of August that
you start to hear people refer to summer
as “almost over.” The reality, of course,
is that summer isn’t officially over until
late September — this year the equinox
falls on the 22nd, to be exact.

So even though we technically have
almost two months left of summer, we
start living the days with an anticipatory
nostalgia for something that’s still here.
We experience a mopey longing for a
season we know we’re going to miss,
before it’s even gone.

It would be easy to get bummed out by
all the “last calls” of summer life outdoors
around the valley: The last of Tuesday
Tunes concerts at the Bankhead, the last
Livermore Valley Opera in the Vineyards,
the last in the Pleasanton Concert Series,
last of the Dublin Night Farmers mar-
kets... last, last, last.

When I lived in Japan for a time, I
remember trying to explain this odd feel-
ing of end-of-summer blues to a friend.
He said, matter-of-factly, the Japanese
have a word for it: “Mono-no-aware,”
which means something mildly dramatic
like, “T will give myself up to grief,” and
which points to the sweet-sad moments
of transition.

The great thing about living in the
Tri-Valley, honestly, is that the doldrums
transition period is a blip. There’s literally
no time to dwell. “There’s always stuff
going on,” said Rhonda Wood of Wood
Family Winery. I was talking with her
recently and telling her how much richer
my social life has become in many ways
since moving back to my hometown af-
ter years of living in San Francisco. She
added, “One thing about Livermore, we’re
very unpretentious.” Events of all kinds
are accessible to everyone. “And we have
a TON (of them). We’re drawing from the
Bay Area where people are used to a lot
of things going on.”

Livermore’s Pinot’s Palette certainly
doesn’t appear to be letting any grass
grow under their summer feet. I saw a
video posted last week on Instagram of an
employee of the wine bar/art studio in the

Fall Back, and Look
Forward With Yearning
and Future Nostalgia

middle of her happy dance. The caption
read: “When there’s only 50 days until
pumpkin season.”

Summer who?

And Dublin has managed to effec-
tively and joyfully blur the lines between
summer and fall with the annual Floating
Pumpkin Patch at The Wave in Emerald
Glen Park. Kids swim around and pick
out their pumpkins from the selection
bobbing about in the waterpark’s Olym-
pic-size pool.

The annual Foothill Band Review will
celebrate its 50th year in October featuring
the top marching bands in northern Cali-
fornia who gather to compete. There’s no
shortage of brass — from instruments to
uniform buttons — or teen talent in the
parade that runs through Pleasanton’s
charming downtown. The whole event
could easily be a scene from a Hallmark
movie.

The point is, the list of unique and
quirky things to check out around here as
we head into fall is endless.

In Japan, fall brings the annual Har-
vest Moon Festival. Here, the Livermore
Valley Wine Community has the Blessing
of the Grapes.

The summer-into-fall change happens
in many parts of the world, but how it
changes, and in what ways, is a distinct
reflection of the community that surrounds
it. The nature of the change is specific to
time and place — and in the Tri-Valley,
that means our time and place and the
things we value and reasons we love
living here.

And maybe it's nature’s way of protect-
ing us from seasonal sadness, but around
these parts, once we’re into “sweater
weather,” we seem to only see visions
of pumpkins dancing in our heads. Did
someone say Witches Night Out? And do I
smell a Story Coffee pumpkin spice latte?

Do you have tidbits about the Tri-Val-
ley or know of interesting people, places,
events or unique perspectives that should
be featured in the Heart of the Valley
monthly column? If so, we want to hear
from you. Please email me at christina@
independentnews.com

RESERVOIR

(Continued from front page)

Los Vaqueros, located
about seven miles north of
Livermore’s Springtown
neighborhood, can currently
store about 160,000 acre-feet
of water for Contra Costa
customers. The $1.6 billion
expansion project plans to
raise the Los Vaqueros Dam
and increase the reservoir’s
capacity by an additional
115,000 acre-feet. A joint
powers authority composed
of Bay Area water utility and
agency partners, which may
include Zone 7, would share
rights to the reservoir's new
capacity.

As the Tri-Valley’s water
wholesaler and manager,
Zone 7 currently relies on the
State Water Project (SWP)
for about 70% of its water
supplies. Rain and snow-
melt from the Sierra Nevada
mountains collect and flow
south in the Sacramento Riv-
er to the San Francisco Bay
Delta, from which the SWP’s
Harvey O. Banks pumping
plant near Mountain House
pumps delta water into the
Bethany Reservoir. From
Bethany, another pump sends
water through the South Bay
Aqueduct into Zone 7’s dis-
tribution system.

But Zone 7 staff have de-
scribed Harvey O. Banks as
a possible single point of fail-
ure, because it is vulnerable
to earthquake risks. Damage
to the delta’s aging levee
system would cause flooding
and draw in saltwater from
San Francisco Bay, which
would render delta water
unusable following an earth-
quake.Other scenarios, such
as low river flows during
drought years or regulatory
restrictions around spawn-

ing fish can — and have in
the past — temporarily shut
down Harvey O. Banks.

“Just because there hav-
en't been major outages, it
doesn’t mean there won’t
be,” said Zone 7 General
Manager Valerie Pryor. “As
the system gets older —
not just the Banks pumping
plant, but the levees and as
we have climate change —
there are certainly opportu-
nities for outages.”

Zone 7 engineer Lillian
Xie added that extended
outages at Harvey O. Banks
could lead to Tri-Valley wa-
ter-supply disruptions.

“We currently do not have
another way to get water
across the delta,” said Xie.

Because CCWD operates
its own set of delta pumps
independent from the SWP’s,
participation in the Los Va-
queros expansion offers a
degree of diversification
for Zone 7’s infrastructure.
Regulatory restrictions that
apply to Harvey O. Banks
do not necessarily apply to
CCWD’s pumps. Los Vaque-
ros also sits downstream of
the San Franciso Bay Delta,
meaning water stored there
could remain accessible even
if all the delta pumps failed.

The Zone 7 board is con-
sidering two options, both of
which involve use of a new
transfer pipeline between the
Los Vaqueros and Bethany
reservoirs. That would pro-
vide access to the CCWD
pumps in case Harvey O.
Banks goes offline.

One option to rely on the
new pipeline only would
come at a cost of $300,000
per year. A more robust —
and expensive — option

would earmark 10,000 acre-
feet of Los Vaqueros’ new
storage capacity for Zone 7.
That option would cost Zone
7 approximately $3.1 million
per year. Any added Zone 7
capacity would not affect its
existing water rights.

In past years, Zone 7 has
contributed capital to the
reservoir to explore how the
Tri-Valley might leverage
CCWD facilities. Zone 7
spent $408,000 in 2014 on
a Los Vaqueros pilot stor-
age project and $400,000 in
2016 as part of the reservoir
expansion’s environmental
analysis.

“If we invest 10,000
(acre-feet) of storage capac-
ity, that’s kind of like just
the space to fill,” said Xie.
“It’s not 10,000 acre-feet
of water. It’s sort of like an
empty bucket, and then we
can wheel water in and fill it
and that would count against
our capacity.”

Negotiations later this
month will set terms for
how local agency partners
can use CCWD facilities and
how selling water between
partners might work, said
Pryor. She expected CCWD
to retain priority for use of
Los Vaqueros water.

Other agency boards that
Zone 7 would partner with
are expected to consider
the agreement through May
2025.

Board President Dennis
Gambs said, “Los Vaqueros
is in a unique storage posi-
tion. It’s after the delta, but
it’s before our system. ... We
need at least some quantita-
tive understanding before we
make a final decision on the
contract.”

Asbury Players Company Brings
Shakespearean Farce to Stage

Local community theater
group, Asbury Players, will
present “I Hate Shakespeare,”
a mashup of vignettes from
the Bard’s classic plays from
amodern and often silly point
of view, at Asbury United
Methodist Church, 4743 East
Ave., Livermore, over two
weekends this month.

Written by Steph DeFerie,
the play features zombies,
talking cows, and a pie in
the face.

“I chose this play because

I felt we all need more laugh-
ter in our lives,” said director
Martie Muldoon.

“We have a top-notch
Shakespeare company in
Livermore with SPARC, so
we don’t dare do an actual
Shakespearean play,” Mul-
doon added. “But Asbury
Players is known for farces
and comedies, so a Shake-
spearean farce seemed to be
a perfect choice.”

The theater group has
scheduled 7:30 p.m. perfor-

mances on Saturday, Aug.
17, Sunday, Aug. 18, Friday,
Aug. 23, and Saturday, Aug.
24, Matinee performances
are set for 2 p.m. on Sun-
day, Aug. 18, and Sunday,
Aug. 25.

Tickets are $15 and are
available at the door or by
calling 925-447-1950.

The church will also hold
a bake sale during the in-
termissions to benefit the
music and youth programs
at Asbury United Methodist.

GRANT

(Continued from front page)

to be completed this fall,”
the city said in a statement.
“Once escrow closes and the
city owns the properties, the
community should not notice
any substantial changes to the
properties. The intent of the
City’s Open Space Conserva-
tion program is to protect open
space for recreational oppor-
tunities, scenic values, and
biodiversity in perpetuity.”

Supervisor David Haubert,
whose district includes both
parcels, voted in favor of the
grants, as did Elisa Marquez
and Lena Tam. Supervisors
Nate Miley and Keith Carson
were not in attendance at the
meeting,

Livermore had been in ne-
gotiations with the landown-
ers for months, and agreed to
deals to buy the Greenville
address for $2.14 million, and
Hartford Hills for $1.96 mil-
lion. Livermore City Council
members approved those
deals in July and August, after
the city successfully obtained
the ALOSC grants toward the
purchases.

ALOSC allocates funding
collected from a 75-cents-per-
ton fee at the Altamont Land-
fill. The grants are used for
open space preservation in the
eastern portion of Alameda
County. Livermore applied to
the ALOSC committee, which
includes City Councilmember
Bob Carling and Pleasanton

City Councilmember Jeff
Nibert, for the funding.

According to a county staff
report to the supervisors, the
Hartford Hills site has “sig-
nificant value for preservation
of native biological diversity
and/or wildlife habitat.” The
site's grassland and cotton-
wood trees provide nesting
grounds for birds including
red-tailed hawks, white-tailed
kits, northern harriers, Ameri-
can kestrels, short-eared owls,
and Cooper's hawks.

The Greenville property is
also home to birds and other
species, including the Califor-
nia tiger salamander. Its grass-
es support species including
amphibians, burrowing owls,
American badgers, and San
Joaquin kit foxes.

Once the county transfers
the funds to the city, officials

will complete the real estate
transaction.

“The city has indicated
that it intends to preserve the
(properties) as open spaces
in perpetuity to reinforce
the UGB, permanently pre-
clude suburban expansion,
and preserve natural lands
in these areas,” the county
report said.
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*? Estate Wines
NOW OPEN FOR WINE TASTING AND
PICNIC TABLE RESERVATIONS.

FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS AND
MONDAYS 12-4:30 SUMMER HOURS.

WINE DOWN FRIDAYS 5-8
FOOD TRUCKS & MUSIC

LIVE MUSIC MOST WEEKENDS.
CATERER ON SITE MOST WEEKENDS.
Make your online reservation at

Retzlaff Vineyards.com
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BANKHEAD
A ala Fundraiser for Livermore Valley Arts

EXPERIENCE AN EVENING OF
UNPARALLELED BRILLIANCE AT THE BANKHEAD STARRING

Fetoorine PN Plce

with the Livermore-Amador Symphony

Saturday, September 7

Join us for our most spectacular
fundraiser of the year, featuring the
incomparable Katharine McPhee
live on stage! Star of Broadway's

Waitress, TV's Smash,

and runner-

up on the fifth season of American
Idol, Katharine McPhee is a singer,
actress, and songwriter who will
delight the Tri-Valley with her

enchanting

and soulful vocal

talents, alongside the Livermore-
Amador Symphony.

ecure your tickets now and be part
of this extraordinary celebration.
Let's make a difference together,
one sensational performance at a

time!

ON SALE NOW!
LivermoreArts.org |
925.373.6800

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Jean King, Denise Watkins, Joan & Lynn Seppala, Jean Shuler,
David Haubert, Alameda County Supervisor, First District, and
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CLIMATE
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In contrast to the radio
drama, “Kyoto,” writ-
ten by Joe Murphy and
Joe Robertson, was per-
formed live and in the
round to emphasize an im-
mersive process affecting
people around the world:
international climate ne-
gotiations.

Grindingly detailed ne-
gotiations seem an unlike-
ly basis for a successful
play, but reviews from the
New York Times and oth-
ers were highly positive.

The British science
journal Nature called it
“a fabulously engaging
evening of theater.”

“Kyoto” is set most-
ly in the 1990s. In it,
wealthy nations, especial-
ly the U.S., benefit from
burning the fossil fuels
that warm the planet, and
they have every inten-
tion of continuing to do
so to maintain their rich
lifestyle.

The poor, represented
by island nations like
Kiribati in the Pacific
Ocean, beg for action
and help as rising oceans
threaten their very exis-
tence.

Negotiators situated in
the audience give viewers
a sense that they are part
of the process.

The Ben Santer part is
brief but powerful. In the
chaos of conflicting nego-
tiating demands, Santer’s
character appears sud-
denly to reveal the simple
but profound truth that
science can now prove
that human activities con-
tribute to global warming.

When fossil fuel rep-
resentatives understand
his testimony, they are
shocked into the sudden
realization that they can
no longer claim uncer-
tainty as a defense.

Remarkably, the most
perceptive observer is the
play’s narrator, a cynical
American attorney named
Don Pearlman who rep-
resents Big Oil.

When he learns of
Santer’s testimony, he
responds with angry pro-
fanity.

He is the enemy of
Santer and all those who
want science to inform the
climate discussions, and
he has the clearest view
of the power of Santer’s
devastating message: It
destroys the fossil fuel
lobby’s claim that humans
have no responsibility for
a warming planet.

‘No clue’ at the time

In real life, Santer him-
self did not realize how
far-reaching his testimony
would become.

“I had no clue at the
time,” he said recently
in an interview with The
Independent.

He was a young hus-
band and father, and
preparations for the cli-
mate conference had con-
sumed 18 months of his
life. “I was just glad it
was all over. I could get
back to being a husband
and being a father and
not traveling... I could

get back to my day job at
Livermore.”

However, in the
months that followed, he
would be attacked in the
pages of the Wall Street
Journal, denounced in
climate skeptic blogs and
find his career threatened
by powerful politicians.

After receiving death
threats, he was forced to
check under his car for
bombs before leaving for
work in the morning.

In the play, he com-
plains to Pearlman about
the death threats. “Take
it as a compliment,” the
attorney replies cynically.

Santer then describes
other attacks: Hostile
groups in Germany pub-
lished falsified interviews
making him out to be a
monster, and publicly re-
vealed his home address.
Climate skeptic critics
have called for him to be
fired, to be investigated
by Congress, and to be
prosecuted at the Hague.

“All I’ve ever wanted
is to see this crazy, beau-
tiful world that little bit
clearer,” he tells Pearl-
man. “You just want to
fill it with smoke.”

Right side of history

If that time was ex-
tremely difficult for
Santer in real life, the
years since then have
been more rewarding. He
has had the satisfaction
of seeing his research
validated and extended,
both at LLNL and at labo-
ratories around the world.

He has received nu-
merous scientific awards
and was elected by his
peers to the National
Academy of Sciences, a
singular honor.

He is clearly on the
right side of history, as ev-
idence for human-caused
warming is overwhelming
today.

He retired from LLNL
in 2021 and now lives
in Oregon, where he en-
joys outdoor activities
like hiking, climbing and
kayaking.

He continues cli-
mate research, mainly
through association with
the Woods Hole Ocean-
ographic Institution in
Massachusetts.

In a recent opinion
piece for Scientific Amer-
ican, Santer expressed
what he sees as the central
theme of “Kyoto”: that
in the face of industri-
al and political opposi-
tion, thoughtful people
of goodwill can come
together to protect the
planet.

He is also grateful that
“Kyoto” has the potential
to reach much wider audi-
ences than his technical
publications alone.

Kyoto” ran through
mid-July at the Royal
Shakespeare’s Swan The-
ater at Stratford-on-Avon
and is not currently play-
ing anywhere else. But
discussions are underway
about possible staging
next year in London and
on the U.S. east coast.

iPhone  Android

DOWNLOAD OUR APP FROM THE
APP STORE AND NEVER MISS A STORY

IndyNewsCA

independentnews.com

Follow us on ﬁ r@r

LVJUSD Welcomes New Administrators
To the 2024-2025 Upcoming School Year

Jennifer Burkholder, for-
mer vice principal at Chris-
tensen Middle School, has
been appointed principal at
Croce Elementary School
for the new school year.

Janine Mains, former
director of the Advancement
Via Individual Determina-
tion program for the Liver-
more Valley Joint Unified
School District (LVIUSD),
was named to succeed Bur-
kholder as vice principal at
Christensen Middle School.

“Leadership changes
provide opportunities for
new perspectives and en-
ergy that are important for
the growth and continuous
improvement of an organi-
zation,” said newly hired
LVJUSD Superintendent
Torie Gibson in a news
release announcing the ad-
ministrative changes. “We
are excited for our new ad-
ministrators to join us in our
efforts to serve Livermore
students best.”

Gibson, former Ama-
dor County Unified School
District superintendent,

was selected by the LV-
JUSD Board of Education
in June to succeed Chris Van
Schaack, who retired after
30 years with the school dis-
trict as a teacher, principal,
and administrator, including
the last two years as super-
intendent.

Burkholder is no stranger
to Croce Elementary, having
started her career with LV-
JUSD as the school’s lead
behavior analyst in 2014.

“I am thrilled to return to
Croce and apply my diverse
experience as a special edu-
cation teacher, behaviorist,
and vice principal to the
strong foundation of student
success that exists,” Burk-
holder said. “My teaching
experience has taught me
the importance of individ-
ualized learning, inclusive
practices, and working as
a team to meet the unique
needs of our students.”

The school district also
announced two new mem-
bers of the LVJUSD admin-
istrative staff.

Ashley Sprader, former
behavior analyst and student
services coordinator for the
Pleasanton Unified School Dis-
trict, has been named STEAM
Magnet Program coordina-
tor for the Marylin Avenue
STEAM Academy. Spader is
also a graduate of Livermore’s
Granada High School.

Pictured above from left to right; Jennifer Burkholder, principal of Croce Elementary
School; Janine Mains, vice principal of Christensen Middle School; Ashley Sprader,
STEAM magnet program coordinator, Marilyn Avenue STEAM Academy and Kayla
Wasley, assistant superintendent of business services, District Office. (Photo courtesy

of LVIUSD)

Dublin Launches Climate Challenge Webpage

Dublin has launched a Cli-
mate Challenge webpage de-
signed to help residents reduce
their environmental footprints.

To join the challenge, res-
idents are asked to create a

profile that will calculate their
current environmental impact
in the community, including
greenhouse gas emissions. The
webpage will then presenta list
of actions that could reduce

emissions and save money.
The webpage will also
show the cumulative impact
that participants joining the
challenge are making.
In 2020, Dublin adopted a

climate action plan establishing
aroadmap for the city to reach
carbon neutrality by 2045.

To join the Climate Chal-
lenge, go to dublinclimatechal-
lenge.org.

CROSBY

(Continued from front page)

that when a council-approved
measure is put on the ballot,
that requires CEQA review,”
Davis added. “Both the city
council members who approved
it and the voters should have
had access to it. “What are the
implications of doing this? What
are the harms that are going to
occur to turn 80 acres of open
space into likely warehouses?”’

Astaffreport presented to the
Dublin City Council on July 16
states the opposite of one of the
assertions in last week’s lawsuit:
“The City Council’s approval
of the resolution is not a project
under the California Environ-
mental Quality Act.”

The measure, the report
read, merely authorizes the city
to designate certain open space
lands for future development.
“As such, it will not cause a
direct physical change in the en-
vironment or cause a reasonably
foreseeable indirect physical
change in the environment,” the
report said.

Pushing The Limit

Seth Adams, conservation
director of Save Mount Diablo,
explained that the Open Space
act approved in 2014 said only
that the city could study devel-
opment and make a proposal.

“They're trying to break the
urban limit line we created 10
years ago,” Adams said. “We
agreed to allow Dublin Boule-
vard to be extended, but not to
allow commercial development
along it.”

The controversy is related to
undeveloped parcels in unincor-
porated Alameda County called
the Crosby properties. The
land also lies outside the urban
growth boundary of Livermore,
serving as an open space buffer
between the two cities.

Dublin’s leadership has pro-
posed building industrial proj-
ects on 80 of those acres to help
pay for the proposed $110 mil-
lion Dublin Boulevard exten-

sion to North Canyons Parkway.
Advocates for the project have
stated the project will improve
traffic along 1-580, reduce car-
bon emissions, provide better
access to Las Positas College,
and provide a faster route for
911 emergency vehicles.

However, Livermore offi-
cials have suggested annexing
the land and keeping it unde-
veloped, and a survey of that
city’s residents strongly supports
that action.

Ballot Measure A First Step

The measure on the No-
vember ballot is a step in the
process that asks Dublin voters
to allow the city council to
extend the city’s urban limit
line to encompass the Crosby
properties. If voters give the
council that authority, and the
council approves expanding
the urban limit line, then the
city would have to apply to the
Alameda County Local Agency
Formation Commission (LAF-
CO) to approve the annexation
of the Crosby property. Under
California law, only LAFCO
has jurisdiction to approve local
government annexation plans.

Dublin spokeswoman Shari
Jackman said via email that the
city council can designate areas
outside of its boundaries for
development in its general plan.
“So, what the ballot measure
does is give it the authority to
do that. If the City Council did
that, the City or the property
owner could apply to LAFCO
for annexation.” Jackman said
that the property would have
to be annexed before it could
be physically developed. She
added that the annexation could
go before the voters as a future
ballot measure.

She said the city would not
comment on the substance of
the suit.

LAFCO Executive Director
Rachel Jones said via email that
it was not necessarily the case

that an annexation would have
to goto a vote. Ifall the property
owners in the annexation area
provided a written agreement
agreeing to the annexation,
then a public vote would not be
required.

A spokesman for Crosby
property owner Livbor-Man-
ning LLC, who was identified as
amember of the Crosby family,
testified in favor of Dublin’s
development plans at the July
16 City Council meeting.

Both cities have talked of
annexing the unincorporated
land in the future, while in the
meantime attempting to negoti-
ate a compromise.

If approved, the November
measure would begin a process
that could take years to com-
plete. Last month, Dublin City
Council members approved
a resolution to place the issue
before voters, but only with a
3-2 vote. Vice Mayor Sherry
Hu and Councilmembers Jean
Josey and Janine Thalblum
voted in favor; Mayor Mi-
chael McCorriston and City
Councilmember Kashef Qaadri
opposed the idea.

Amending the Open Space
Initiative

The measure would amend
the city’s General Plan and Open
Space Initiative of 2014, which
has prevented development
of more than 3,800 acres of
unincorporated land in Doolan
and Collier canyons north of
1-580. The initiative, which was
supported by SMD at the time,
allows the city to revisit the par-
cels along Dublin Boulevard for
possible development.

According to the provision,
in 2024, the City Council “shall
study commercial development
along the extension of Dublin
Boulevard to North Canyons
Parkway (within) up to 1,200
feet of 1-580.” The provisions
specifically states that the com-
mercial development is needed

to fund the roadway extension
and that the council “may put
a measure on the ballot to au-
thorize development in the
designated area.”

Under Dublin’s plan, the city
would focus on 80 of the 180
acres, leaving 100 acres vacant.

In their petition to the court,
SMD and FOL contend the City
Council’s resolution violates
CEQA. CEQA, the groups say,
requires Dublin to prepare an en-
vironmental impact report (EIR)
to “characterize and mitigate the
resolution’s potentially signif-
icant environmental impacts,
including air pollution, wildlife
impacts, cumulative impacts,
growth inducing impacts, or
land use impacts” before placing
anything on a ballot.

“Without CEQA review,
petitioners and the public were
deprived of their rights to in-
formed decision-making, and
the voters are being kept in the
dark about the environmental
implications of their votes,” the
lawsuit states.

Unless a judge steps in, the
lawsuit said, the groups will
“suffer irreparable harm due to
the city’s failure to take steps
required by CEQA to protect
the environment.” The lawsuit
contends that if voters approve
the November measure, com-
mercial development will occur
in the “near future.”

Among its legal arguments,
the groups’ attorneys — Oak-
land-based Lozeau Drury
LLP—cite other legal decisions
that state “a decision by a pub-
lic agency to submit an agen-
cy-sponsored ballot measure
to the voters is a discretionary
action that is not exempt from
CEQA.”

The attorneys sent a letter
to McCorriston on Aug. 9,
informing the city of SMD and
FOL’s intent to file court action.
The letter also was sent to Tim
Dupuis, Alameda County’s
Registrar of Voters.

HOUSING

(Continued from front page)

the current housing cycle.
Pleasanton’s plan for hous-
ing estimates likely projects
and locations eight years
into the future.

“BART has said we have
lots and lots of parking lots
and cities shouldn’t plan
on building on them all,”
said Sapirman. “BART is
interested, and we (HAC)
support it, but BART has
said they won’t go out for an
RFP before 2029 or later.”

Vice Mayor Julie Testa
said that she understood that
BART did release a work
plan outline after the state
certified Pleasanton’s pro-

posed housing element, with
an estimated timeline for
BART’s various locations.
Pleasanton has also recently
received a state planning
grant that provides a source
of funds for the city’s project,
a point that Testa believes
demonstrates progress on the
BART site. She added that
there will be some plans that
fall off the housing list and
others that will come on as
the cycle plays out.

“Every city across the
state needs to understand that
as hard as we all have worked
to establish a housing ele-
ment, we are still not protect-

ed,” said Testa. “Pleasanton
achieved that very hard-won
certification from the state,
but it’s not enough, we are
still under attack.”

According to the HAC's
website, the San Francisco
Housing Action Coalition
is a nonprofit organization
that advocates for building
more affordable housing in
cities across the Bay Area
to provide relief for the
state’s housing shortage,
displacement and afford-
ability crisis.

California’s Housing El-
ement law states that local
governments must adopt

plans to address the housing
needs of all residents at all
income levels, and must
include those elements in
their general plans. State law
also mandates that cities can
only list those sites in their
plans that are realistic for
development.

To date, Pleasanton is the
only Tri-Valley city that has
been approached by HAC.
However, the city of San
Mateo was recently sued
by the HAC for its housing
element plan by a group
that said that the city’s plans
for affordable housing are
inadequate.
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Weekend Wine Festival Coming in October

Livermore Valley Wine
Community will host its
annual weekend food-and-
wine festival from Thurs-
day, Oct. 17, through Sun-
day, Oct. 20.

“We are thrilled to an-
nounce this year’s “TASTE:
The Livermore Valley Wine
Experience’ following such
a fantastic weekend last
year filled with educational,
celebratory, and sold-out
events,” said Heather Mc-
Grail, festival chair and
president of McGrail Vine-
yards and Winery. “We are

looking forward to welcom-
ing guests from the Bay
Area and beyond to this
unforgettable weekend in
Livermore Valley.”

The festival will lead
off with the annual “Taste
Our Terroir” food and wine
competition pairing Liver-
more Valley wineries and
restaurants.

The 15 winery/restau-
rant teams will compete for
Best Classic Pairing, Most
Innovative Pairing, Overall
Best Pairing, and People’s
Choice Awards for best

white and red wine pairings.

Judging this year’s en-
tries will be Tonya Pitts,
a writer with Wine Enthu-
siast Magazine, Jonathan
Cristaldi, Napa Valley cor-
respondent for Decanter
and editor of The SOMM
Journal, and Reem Assil,
chef and founder of Reem’s
California.

The weekend festivities
will also include sommeli-
er-led tasting experiences,
vertical tastings with mul-
tiple wineries, gourmet
pairings and cooking class-

es, and outdoor activities
among the vines.

For tickets and a com-
plete list of activities, go to
lvwine.org.

Livermore Valley Wine
Community, previously
known as the Livermore
Valley Winegrowers As-
sociation, is a nonprofit
organization that supports
wineries, growers, and re-
lated businesses in the Liv-
ermore Valley American
Viticultural Area through
educational and marketing
programs.

Deadline Nears for LLNS
Community Gifts

The deadline for nonprofit organizations applying
for a Lawrence Livermore National Security (LLNS)
Community Gift for 2024 is Monday, Aug. 19.

Established in 2008, the LLNS Community Gift pro-
gram awards grants to nonprofits involved in commu-
nity service, philanthropy, or science, technology, en-
gineering, arts, and mathematics (STEAM) education.

This year, LLNS said it has allocated $220,000 for
nonprofit educational institutions in Alameda, Contra
Costa and San Joaquin counties.

Grants will range from $500 to $5,000.

LLNS is the consortium contracted by the De-
partment of Energy to manage Lawrence Livermore

National Laboratory.

For more information, or to apply for a grant, go to
llnsllc.com and click on “community giving.”

OBITUARIES

Martha "Marty' Jeanne (Strickland) DuBoce
April 17,1947 - July 8, 2024
Resident of Livermore

Marty was born in Tucum-
cari, New Mexico, on April 17,
1947. She moved to Livermore
in 1957 and graduated from
Livermore High in 1965. She
later attended Chabot College.

Marty worked as a teach-
er's aide from 1977 to 1980 at
Jackson Ave. School. In 1984,
she went to work at Lawrence
Livermore Laboratory in Z
Division. She retired from the
Lab in 2004.

She was a long-time mem-
ber of the First Presbyterian
Church and was a Sunday
school teacher there for 27
years. She also served as a
Deacon.

Marty felt she lived a bless-
ed life. She said God gave her
so much, especially a won-
derful husband. She worked
with children, and she found
and traveled to her father's
ancestral village in Italy with
her husband, realizing both her

Marty was passionate about
genealogy. She loved sharing
information. She was a mem-
ber of the Mayflower Society
and DAR (Daughters of the
American Revolution). Her
other interests included: trav-
eling, history, gardening, bird
watching, nature, star gazing,
hiking and reading.

traveled to many countries,
including Switzerland, Spain,
Monaco, Greece, Turkey, Ja-
pan, China and Hong Kong, to
name a few.

She was preceded in death
by her father, Donald E. Strick-
land, in 1955, and her mother,
Mary E. Strickland Crowley,
in 2002.

Survivors include her hus-
band of 59 years (since 1965)
Bill R. DuBoce of Livermore,
her daughter April S. DuBoce
of Tucson, Arizona, her sister
Donna S. VanArkel of Liver-
more, and many uncles, aunts,
nephews and cousins.

Marty will be laid to rest
at Memory Gardens Cemetery
on East Ave. in Livermore,
California.

In lieu of flowers, contri-
butions can be made to the
First Presbyterian Church,
2020 Fifth St., Livermore, CA
94550 or The American Cancer

childhood dreams. With her husband Bill, she  Society.
CELEBRATION OF LIFE
Dorothy Marie Santucci
Nov. 1, 1929 - Aug. 3, 2024
Dorothy Marie Santucci, tiful garments for her loved

a loving friend, sister, wife,
mother, aunt, grandmother,
and great-grandmother,
passed away peacefully on
Aug. 3,2024, in Livermore.
The daughter of the late
William and Marie Ralph,
Dorothy, Dottie or Dot as
many called her, was born
on Nov. 1, 1929, in Liver-
more. She graduated from
Livermore High School in
1947 and was married to
Louis Santucci in 1948. To-
gether they built a life filled
with love and happiness in
Livermore.

As a little girl, Dorothy
loved nothing more than
spending time outside with
her father on their ranch

United States, abroad, and

memories together.

walks and had a penchant

helping him and riding horses. Her cheer-
ful and adventurous spirit made a lasting
impression on those who knew her. She
found joy in many hobbies as an avid
reader, golfer, swimmer, and passionate
gardener of geraniums. She and Lou loved
exploring new destinations throughout the

addition, she treasured the company of
her monthly “ladies luncheon” which
included time spent with her best friends
Nancy Sachau, Jean Beyer,
Tarte. Together, they created countless

She was dedicated to daily leisurely
vanilla. She was known for her creative

talents as a seamstress and knitter and
found great satisfaction in creating beau-

on cruises. In
express their

and Dorothy

for all things

memory as “Aunt Dottie”.

Dorothy Santucci will be deeply
missed by all who had the privilege of
knowing her.
ture, unwavering love, and welcoming
home to all will forever remain in the
hearts of her family and friends. May she
rest in eternal peace alongside Lou.

The Santucci family would like to

Karen, Maria,
Phoebe for the loving and compassionate
care they provided for many years.

A Celebration of Life will be held in
honor of Dottie at the Clubhouse at Las
Positas “Beebs” (915 Clubhouse Drive,
Livermore, CA 94551) on Sunday, Aug.
25 at 1:30 pm. Please text or call 925-337-
0613 if you plan to attend.

ones. Her craftsmanship was
admired by all who knew
her. Professionally, Dorothy
served as a bookkeeper for
DePaoli and Ralph Proper-
ties. Alongside her career,
she found fulfillment in her
role as a beloved wife and
mother of three boys — Brad,
Greg and Paul.

Dorothy leaves behind
a beautiful legacy through
her children: Brad (Shel-
ley), Greg (Susan), and
Paul (Susan). She was bless-
ed with six grandchildren:
Doug, Carly, Jill, Lindsey,
Levi, and Sean, thirteen
great-grandchildren, and nu-
merous nieces and nephews
who will forever cherish her

Her kind heart, gentle na-

heartfelt gratitude to Emy,
Diana, Olivia, Aiyleen, and

Frederick Norman Fritsch

March 12, 1939 — May 22, 2024

Fred was born in Portland,
Oregon on March 12, 1939, to
Robert and Dorothy Fritsch. He
grew up in Portland, attending
grade school and high school
before moving on to Oregon
State University.

At Oregon State he majored
in forestry until he decided he
didn’t care how many board
feet of lumber were in a tree.
He changed his major to chem-
istry and added a second major,
mathematics, graduating in
1961 with two B.S. degrees.

Fred married his wife, Nan-
cy, and they moved to Berkeley,
California, where he graduated
from the University of Califor-
nia with a PhD in mathematics
in 1969. As a numerical analyst,

he specialized in computer sci-
ence. He went to work at LLNL
where he remained until his of-
ficial retirement in 2001. After
his retirement, he stayed on at
“the lab” as a visiting scientist
for several years.

Fred and Nancy traveled
extensively in their retirement
years, visiting most of Europe
and South America.

Fred was happiest when
he was working in his yard;
digging, planting and enjoying
the fruits of his labor. His or-
ganic garden provided family
and friends with many years
of delicious fruits, vegetables
and herbs.

Fred was diagnosed with
dementia in 2020 and moved

to memory care in 2023. He
will be remembered as a quiet
man with a great smile. His dry,
witty sense of humor has been
passed down to his children,
so the groans and moans will
live on.

At his request, a small fam-
ily gathering was held where
his ashes were scattered over
San Francisco Bay. Anyone
wishing to make a donation in
Fred’s memory may contribute
to the Southern Poverty Law
Center or the Yosemite Con-
servancy.

He is survived by his wife,
Nancy, three children, Michael,
Eric and Lisa Grigg (Paul), two
granddaughters and several
nieces and nephews.

Matthew Kusske, 72, of
Livermore, California, passed
away Thursday, Aug. 1, sur-
rounded by loved ones.

Matthew was born in Rent-
on, Washington, to Francis Dale
and Catherine Elizabeth Kuss-
ke. He was a loving, generous,
hardworking, passionate, and
caring husband, father, broth-
er, grandfather, and uncle. He
enjoyed a successful career as
a machinist and held a strong
interest and curiosity in all
things science, history, cars,
culture, and the arts. He also
loved his dogs throughout his
life and cherished their com-

Matthew Leo Kusske
May 24, 1952 — Aug. 1, 2024

panionship. Matt was known
as a world traveler and enjoyed
many wonderful and unforget-

table vacation adventures with
his family.

He is survived by his wife,
Roxanne Kusske; children,
Andrew Kusske, Joseph Miner,
Hannah Kusske, and daughter-
in-law Nelly Kusske; three
grandchildren, Nathaniel Kuss-
ke, Nolan Kusske, and Ava
Kusske; three sisters, Theresa
Kusske Scharlemann, Elizabeth
Kusske, and Margaret Kusske;
and two brothers, Victor Kuss-
ke and Pat Kusske.

Matt was preceded in death
by his parents, Francis and
Catherine, and brother Chris-
topher Kusske.

A long-time resident of
Pleasanton, Nicholas Corege
passed away on July 26, 2024.
His father, Joseph, and mother
Angeline Corege, settled in
Sunol, California. Their fam-
ily of eight with six children;
Joseph, Nicholas, Theresa,
Maryann, Kathrine and Mi-
chael, soon grew to ten after
becoming established in Sunol,
and they welcomed children
seven and eight, Joann and
Antionette (Nettie).

After graduating from
Amador, Nicholas joined the
US Navy in 1955 and complet-
ed his enlistment in 1957. He
served on the USS Salisbury
Sound in Seattle, Washington.

Nicholas started his career
working for GE Nuclear Ener-
gy in 1957 and was the seventh
person to be badged at Valleci-

Nicholas Corege
April 1936 — July 26, 2024

tos Nuclear Center. He was one
of'the original instructors in San
Jose at the Boiling Water Reac-
tor (BWR) Training Center to
teach the servicing of the newly
constructed BWR fleet across
the world. With GE, he did an
extensive amount of traveling
across the globe, servicing nu-
clear reactors while shut down

for refueling. Nicholas was also
involved in many specialized
modification projects at the
sites and retired after 37 years
with GE Nuclear Energy.

He is survived by his daugh-
ter Joni Marie Armstrong
and her husband Michael,
three grandchildren; Mason
Reichmuth and daughter-in-
law Brittany, Yambhill, Ore-
gon (father, Fred Reichmuth,
Pleasanton), Jacqueline Marie,
Nashville, Tennessee, and
Nicholas James, Rocklin, Cal-
ifornia. He is also survived by
six great grandchildren; Tatem
Jackson, Lucy Jane, Daisy
Lousie, Mabel Rose, Millie
MacKenzie and Annie Joy
Evangline Reichmuth.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to Hospice
of Placer County.

Mary Ann Bullis Dante
was born on June 24, 1936,
in Salem, Oregon, along with
her twin sister, Clara Jane, to
Ann and William Bullis. The
two girls dressed alike through
middle school, and each would
say they always had a special
playmate nearby. The family
moved to Salinas, Califor-
nia, where both parents found
teaching positions.

Mary Ann graduated from
Salinas High in 1954, and at-
tended Hartnell Junior College
in Salinas, where she met a
handsome young man named
Edward who had been one of
her father‘s engineering stu-
dents. They dated for a year,
became engaged on Easter Sun-
day 1956, and married that June
on Mary Ann’s 20th birthday.

They moved to Livermore,
where Ed held a job at Law-
rence Radiation Laboratory.
During the next six years, they
welcomed Sheri Ann, Edward
111, and Diana into the family.

With her children all in
school, Mary Ann started vol-
unteering at East Avenue Junior
High School library and was
subsequently offered a job at the
Granada High School library in

Mary Ann (Bullis) Dante
June 24, 1936 — Aug. 4, 2024

. JrL.T

1973. She worked at Granada
High for many years and was
popular with the students.

Mary Ann started taking
evening classes at Cal State
Hayward, earning a BA degree
in Human Development in
1983. This was quite an ac-
complishment with a full-time
job and kids in high school!
She was then hired by the
Lawrence Livermore National
Lab to work in the Technical
Information library. She en-
joyed working at the Lab and
the friends she made there until
her retirement in 1993.

After retirement, Ed and
Mary Ann cruised through the
Panama Canal twice, went on

cruises to Hawaii and Alaska,
and took their children on
a cruise to Mexico in 2017.
They enjoyed visiting their
vacation house on Clear Lake,
and spending time with family,
including a special vacation
in Hawaii with their son and
family. Mary Ann also traveled
with her daughters to China,
Egypt, Jordan, France and the
British Isles.

In 2000, Mary Ann and Ed-
ward moved to a large ranch in
Placerville, surrounded by oak
trees and rolling hills, where
they lived until her passing on
Aug. 4, 2024. Her final mo-
ments were spent in the arms of
her husband of 68 years.

Mary Ann will be remem-
bered lovingly and mourned
deeply by her husband Edward,
sister Clara Jane Huckleberry,
brother Richard Bullis, her
children Sheri Ann, Ed (April)
Dante, and Diana Lavezzo,
and her grandchildren Bryant
(Darien) Dante, Scarlett (Chris)
Hernandez, Jayson Dante Mill-
er, Jordan (Nicole) Lavezzo,
and Lucas (Sarai) Lavezzo.

The family held a private
memorial service for Mary Ann
on Aug. 8, 2024.

Christine left this world
and went back on July 18 after
a year-and-a-half brave battle
with cancer. She never gave
up. Christine has the kindest
heart of anyone I have ever
met. Always putting others first
and being the ever-positive,
optimistic and smiling person
that she is. She lived life to the
fullest and was a friend to so
many. Professionally, she was

Christine Hearn
July 4, 1958 — July 18, 2024

an interpreter to the hearing
impaired, helping so many
along the way. To those of you
who knew her, she asked me to
convey the thought of always
keeping her in your heart and
to remember her ever-present
smile. We lost a shining light.
She was my love and my best
friend. To her...baby, this is
not good-bye, this is...I'll see
you later.
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Leadership Livermore Offers Insider Look at What Makes the City Run

By Christina Cavallaro

Leadership Livermore
is set to begin its 2024-°25
program on Oct. 15. The
long-running program,
hosted by the Livermore
Valley Chamber of Com-
merce, helps current and
future leaders learn about
community resources and
issues and build connec-
tions throughout the valley.

Leadership Livermore
has been around for so
long even its organizer for
the past 27 years, Martha
Espinoza, vice president
of the chamber, isn’t ex-
actly sure when it started.

“It’s a program that has
been going on for many,
many years, prior to me
even getting here,” Espi-
noza said of the program
that is set to begin its
2024-2025 session on Oc-
tober 15. “It was revamped
ten years ago and some of
the sessions were updated
to be more relevant to the
times,” she added.

The nine-month long
program is also a good way
for new or returning resi-
dents who simply want to
know what’s going on in
their city, Espinoza said. The
group meets once a month.

“It’s really thorough,”
she said. “It’s kind of a
behind-the-scenes ticket
to your city.”

The program is struc-
tured into different mod-
ules that cover varying
aspects of Livermore.

Day one of the program
includes a personal wel-
come from the mayor as
a jumping off point into a

follow up session on local
government. Students visit
Livermore City Hall and
see the council chambers,
where they participate in a
role-playing exercise.
“It’s interesting be-
cause then you see what
they [city council] must
deal with; how is the city

Koy

sl [
The 2023/2024 Leadership Livermore class gathered at Concannon Vineyard with

organizer and Livermore chamber vice president, Martha Espinoza (front, far right).
(Photo courtesy of Ron Essex Photography)

budget put together? How
do they come up with deci-
sions as to what to fund?”
Espinoza said.

The course’s gov-
ernment module comes
full-circle in the final class
when participants head
to Sacramento for a full-
day visit that includes an
in-person meeting with

local state Assembly mem-
bers and senators.

The group are also
introduced to more of
the city’s inner workings
through a social services
day, in which they learn
about local nonprofit
agencies, such as Open
Heart Kitchen and the

newly opened Vineyard
Resource Center, referred
to as “Vineyard 2.0”.

“Every year everyone
comes out saying, ‘oh
my gosh, I had no clue
that these agencies were
here or that these services
were available,”” Espino-
za shared.

The program also in-

cludes a viticulture/ag-
riculture day where the
group visits a local winery,
a public safety awareness
day, an education day, a
big business day and a
module that includes a
visit to the two national
laboratories in Livermore.

“You go, wow, we re-

ally need them,” Espinoza
said. “It’s not all about
nuclear bombs. It’s edu-
cation. It’s research. Be-
cause that’s what they are.
They’re two research labs
and we are so fortunate to
have both here.”
Leadership Livermore,
with its focus on learn-
ing about all the differ-

ent aspects of living and
working in the city, has a
little feel of the influential
1968 children’s book by
Richard Scarry, “What Do
People Do All Day?”

The parallels between
Livermore and Scarry’s
“Busytown” were appar-
ent in the students learn-
ing about people’s jobs.
Recent program graduate
Sheila Fagliano, outreach
manager for Livermore
Sanitation, said that aspect
was highly impactful.

Fagliano, whose job
includes educating peo-
ple about the company’s
recycling program and
explaining how residents
can make a difference, was
born and raised in Liver-
more. She’d known about
Leadership Livermore for
many years, but a new
boss who wasn’t from the
area thought it sounded in-
teresting and encouraged
her to enroll.

Fagliano thought the
in-person visits to first-re-
sponder agencies and to
Lawrence Livermore and
Sandia national labora-
tories were particularly
profound.

“To see what these peo-
ple have devoted their
lives to for years ... .to
try and find, a cure or a
way to improve quality of
life—it’s impressive,” she
said of her lab visits.

Fagliano found that
making the community a
better place was a common
thread among all of the
participants with whom
she developed a different
kind of friendship, despite

having known some from
around town for years.

“It was just a whole
different level,” she said.
“These individuals truly
love their community.
And it’s nice to be around
other like-minded people
that want to see the good
in all and learn about how
we’re trying to be the best
we can be.”

Leadership Livermore
has drawn participants
from all aspects of civic
life, Espinoza said. That
includes employees of the
parks and recreation dis-
trict, the laboratories, Cal
Water, Parkwest Casinos,
hotels and wineries. Real
estate agents also like the
program, she said, “be-
cause when someone is
looking into the communi-
ty, they can talk about all
aspects; everything from
education to government
and how it’s run.”

For Fagliano, partici-
pation has meant gaining
a new perspective on her
hometown, which she has
found invaluable.

“There are so many
people out there, and I’ve
probably been one of them
from time to time, who
just take things for grant-
ed, and don’t realize what
goes into all the work.
This (program) kind of
opens your eyes.”

The last day to enroll
in the 2024-2025 session
is Monday, Sept. 16. The
price for chamber mem-
bers is $1,199, and for
non-members $1,299. For
more information visit
livermorechamber.org.

Tri-Valley Teachers of the Year To Be Honored at Fall Awards

By Ruth Roberts

Five Tri-Valley educa-
tors will be recognized at
the 35th annual Teacher of
the Year awards ceremony
on Thursday, Oct. 3 at the
Castro Valley Center for
the Arts.

The honorees were se-
lected by 17 school dis-
tricts and regional occu-
pational programs (ROP)
across the county and cho-
sen for their dedication and
excellence in the class-
room. Two winners will
be announced as County
Teacher of the Year recip-
ients during the October
ceremony and will go on
to compete in the Cali-
fornia Teacher of the Year
program presented by the
California Department of
Education.

“Congratulations to all
of the teachers who were
selected for this award,”
said Alysse Castro, Al-
ameda County superin-
tendent of schools. “I am
excited to recognize and
uplift these teachers’ hard
work and dedication to
their school communi-
ties and their commitment
to cultivating classroom
environments that allow
students to thrive.”

Dayana Albornoz, Lawrence
Elementary School,
Livermore Valley Joint
Unified School District
(LVJUSD):

Albornoz, a fifth-grade
teacher at Lawrence Ele-
mentary School in Liver-
more, is described as an
exceptional and trusted
educator and leader within
the LVJUSD. Her accom-
plishments include men-
toring district colleagues
through her involvement
in committees such as
Lawrence’s Instruction-
al Leadership Team and
the Leader in Me, a stu-

dent-led team.

“l am deeply honored
and humbled to represent
the beautiful communi-
ty of Livermore as their
Teacher of the Year,” wrote
Albornoz in a statement to
The Independent. “Just as
it takes a village to raise
a child, this achievement
reflects the collaborative

for excellence in educa-
tion.”

Lauren Apodaca, Murray
Elementary School, Dublin
Unified School District
(DUSD):

For the past 11 years,
Apodaca has been a spe-
cial day class teacher at
Murray Elementary. Her

what I do for kids, and are
inspired by my dedication
to students through inno-
vative teaching strategies
that support all students,”
said Apodaca in a previous
interview with The Inde-
pendent.

Murray Principal Beth-
annee Witczak said Apoda-
ca was an obvious pick for

Sergio Verbis, history teacher at Middle College High School at Las Positas College,
was one of five Tri-Valley teachers named Teacher of the Year. Verbis, pictured above
with 2023 graduating seniors, will be honored along with all of the teachers at the
Castro Valley Center for the Arts in October. (Photo courtesy of Las Positas College)

efforts and support I have
received from my col-
leagues to be honored at
this level. I did not reach
this milestone alone and
would like to acknowledge
my principal, fellow edu-
cators, and the exceptional
teachers with whom I work
daily. Together, we strive

peers describe her as a
compassionate teacher
with impeccable leader-
ship abilities and a gift for
making and maintaining
positive relationships with
parents and students.

“I feel very valued that
my colleagues have such
high respect for me, for

Teacher of the Year.
“Lauren is an invalu-
able educator who has
made a significant im-
pact on the students at
Murray Elementary,” said
Witczak. “Her unwavering
dedication to her students
and her commitment to
going above and beyond

in supporting their needs
is truly commendable ...
Lauren’s work is truly
invaluable, and she is an
asset to our school com-
munity.”

Sergio Verbis, Tri-Valley
Regional Occupational
Program, Middle College
High School at Las Positas
College (LPC) Livermore:

Verbis taught history
at Middle College on the
campus of Las Positas
for eight years. Middle
College is an early col-
lege-entry program at LPC
that offers students the
opportunity to earn high
school and college credits.
He said being chosen from
such a pool of qualified
educators was a dream
come true.

“When I won Teacher
of the Year I was really
emotional when I learned
I had won the honor,” said
Verbis. “When I calmed
down, I realized what had
happened and I was super
excited. This award is defi-
nitely one of the proudest
accomplishments in my
career. ... I was very sur-
prised.”

Amy Brown, a Middle
College administrator who
works with Verbis, said
his honors are no surprise
at all.

“Students share year
after year that Sergio was
often the first teacher in
their lives to get them
excited about history or
show interest in them per-
sonally,” said Brown. “In
the classroom, Sergio’s
teaching style is engaging.
He is known for effortless-
ly facilitating high-level
discussions. He creates
powerful project-based
learning opportunities
while explicitly teaching
skills our students must
immediately apply in col-
lege courses.”

Ceremony

Paige Saunders, Hearst
Elementary School,
Pleasanton Unified School
District (PUSD)

Saunders has taught
fifth grade at Hearst El-
ementary School for the
past 10 years.

“Paige is an amaz-
ing teacher who devel-
ops hands-on, engaging
lessons that get students
excited about learning,”
Hearst Principal Carla
Henderson said in a dis-
trict announcement. “She
has created a classroom
that is welcoming and
safe for students who can
sometimes feel alienated
and misunderstood in the
school system.”

Huong Giang, Sunol Glen
Elementary School, Sunol
Glen Unified School District
(SGUSD)

Giang has over 20 years
of experience as an educa-
tor, with 10 years teaching
at Sunol Glen. Teaching
kindergarten and first
grade, colleagues describe
Giang as focused, tena-
cious and tireless: thinking
always of her students and
their individual and collec-
tive needs.

“Huong is constantly
seeking out new ideas
and instructional strate-
gies and she engages in a
continuous quest to seek
out information,” said
former Superintendent
Molly Barnes. “For ex-
ample, when we adopt a
new curriculum, she will
reach out to colleagues
in other districts and
glean best practices and
ideas for implementation
from them — which then
furthers our teachers’
abilities to drill down
into the curriculum for
the betterment of our
students’ learning expe-
rience.”
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LEGAL NOTICES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607937

The following person(s) doing
business as: Home + Space
3033 Teagarden ST, San Le-
andro, CA 94577 is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): HSKB Group, Inc,
3033 Teagarden Street, San
Leandro, CA 94577. This busi-

ness is conducted by a Corpo-
ration. The date on which the
registrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 2/18/2020. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Brandon Williams,
President. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on July 12, 2024. Expires
July 11, 2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6038. Published July
25,August 1,8, 15, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607934
The following person(s) doing
business as: Carpet one of
Livermore, 1917 First Street,
Livermore, CA 94550 is hereby
registered by the following own-
er(s): Living Floors, Inc., 281 Via
Lucero, San Lorenzo, CA 94580.
This business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced

to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) list-
ed above: 6/1/2024. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Isai Batista,
President. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on July 12, 2024. Expires
July 11, 2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6039. Published July
25,August 1,8, 15, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607899

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Sands Motel
Livermore, 3787 First Street,
Livermore, CA 94550 is hereby
registered by the following own-
er(s): Bala Tripura Sundari LLC,
3787 First Street, Livermore,
CA 94551. This business is
conducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed

above: N/A. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Bharat Patel, Manager.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
July 11, 2024. Expires July 10,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6040. Published July 25,
August 1, 8, 15, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607943
The following person(s) doing
business as: Warm Springs Pet

Hospital, 45962 Warm Springs
Bivd, Fremont, CA 94539, is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Warm Springs
Pet Corporation, 45962 Warm
Springs Blvd, Fremont, CA
94539. This business is con-
ducted by a Corporation. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
8/9/2016. Signature of Regis-

trant/s/: Mark Doty, President.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
July 12, 2024. Expires July 11,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6041. Published July 25,
August 1,8, 15, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607472
The following person(s) doing
business as: CMIT Solutions
1189, 2101 Marina Blvd, Suite
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2, San Leandro, CA 94577 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):  UltraEdge
Solutions LLC, 2101 Marina
Blvd, Suite 2, San Leandro, CA
94577. This business is con-
ducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 4/10/2024. Signature of
Registrant/s/. Sameer Pandya,
Principal. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on June 25, 2024.
Expires June 24, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6042.
Published July 25, August 1, 8,
15, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607964
The following person(s) doing
business as: Salazar's Tax Ser-
vices, 980 W Jackson, Suite
206, Hayward, CA 94544 is
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Joaquin Salazar,
24237 Soto Rd. Apt 6, Hayward,
CA 94544. This business is
conducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
12/28/23. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Joaquin Salazar. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on July
15, 2024, Expires July 14, 2029.
The Independent, Legal No.
6043. Published July 25, August
1,8,15,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607953

The following person(s) doing
business as: CloudScale Robot-
ics, 2426 Second ST #1, Live-
more, CA 94550 is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s):
CloudScale Robotics, 2426 Sec-
ond ST #1, Livemore, CA 94550.
This business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 5/1/2024. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Sri Thodupunoori,
CEQ. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on July 15, 2024. Expires
July 14, 2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6044. Published July
25,August 1, 8, 15, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607996
The following person(s) doing
business as: People's Cannabis
Company, 2590 Telegraph Ave,
Berkeley, CA 94704 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): 200 MPH Consulting
Inc., 2872 Ygnacio Valley RD #
137, Walnut Creek, CA 94598.
This business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: N/A. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Erik Miller, CEQ. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on July
16 2024. Expires July 15, 2029.
The Independent, Legal No.
6045. Published July 25, August
1,8,15,2024.
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608009

The following person(s) doing
business as: Mission Paradise,
28000 Mission Blvd, Hayward,
CA 94541 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Mis-
sion Paradise, L. P, 28000 Mis-
sion Blvd, Hayward, CA 94541.
This business is conducted by a
Limited Partnership. The date on
which the registrant first com-
menced to fransact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: N/A. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Welton
Jordan, VP. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on July 16, 2024. Expires
July 15, 2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6046. Published July
25,August 1, 8, 15, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607335

The following person(s) doing
business as: Fluidity Post OP
and Massage, 3101 Telegraph,
Berkeley, CA 94705 is hereby
registered by the following own-
er(s): Lise Ramaley, 782 20th
Street, Oakland, CA 94612. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: N/A. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Lise Ramaley, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
June 17, 2024. Expires June 16,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6048. Published July 25,
August 1, 8, 15, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608022
The following person(s) doing
business as: Aunties Drawer,
38416 Mission Bivd, Apt C,
Fremont, CA 94536 is hereby
registered by the following own-
er(s): Christopher Larson, 38416
Mission Blvd, Apt C, Fremont,
CA 94536. This business is
conducted by a Married Couple.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Christopher Larson, Owner. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on July
17,2024. Expires July 16, 2029.
The Independent, Legal No.
6049. Published July 25, August
1,8,15,2024.
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607467

The following person(s) doing
business as: 1. Rubic; 2. Rubic
Arts, 1220 Kilkare Rd, Sunol,
CA 94586 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): David
Adam Ball, 1220 Kilkare Rd, Su-
nol, CA 94586. This business is
conducted by an Individual. The

date on which the registrant first
commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious busi-
ness name(s) listed above: N/A.
Signature of Registrant/s/: David
Adam Ball, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on June 25,
2024. Expires June 24, 2029.
The Independent, Legal No.
6050. Published July 25, August
1,8, 15,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607969
The following person(s) doing
business as: Esencia Gemela
Tequila, 2841 Hoya Common,
Livermore, CA 94551 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Andrew Urista, 2841
Hoya Common, Livermore, CA
945518; Ana Reynoso, 2841
Hoya Common, Livermore, CA
94551. This business is con-
ducted by a Joint Venture. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Andrew Urista, General Partner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
July 15, 2024. Expires July 14,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6052. Published August 1, 8,
15,22, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607787

The following person(s) doing
business as: Family BBQ Hickory
Pit, 3064 Pacific Ave, Livermore,
CA 94550 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Is-
abela Mia LLC, 3064 Pacific
Ave, Livermore, CA 94550. This
business is conducted by a
Limited Liability Company. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Inocencio Hernandez, Managing
Member. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on July 9, 2024. Expires
July 8, 2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6053. Published Au-
gust 1, 8,15, 22, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608061

The following person(s) doing
business as: Jess Wynn-Grant
Psychotherapy, 5738 Kings-
ley Circle, Oakland, CA 94605
is hereby registered by the
following  owner(s):  Jessica
Wynn-Grant, 5738 Kingsley Cir-
cle, CA 94605. This business is
conducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
6/14/2024. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Jessica Wynn-Grant,
Owner. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on July 18, 2024. Expires
July 17, 2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6054. Published Au-
gust 1, 8,15, 22, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608095
The following person(s) doing
business as: Waxing The City,
6770 Bernal Ave, Ste 440 Pleas-
anton, CA 94566 is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s):
Baywax LLC, 6770 Bernal Ave,
Ste 440, Pleasanton, CA 94566
. This business is conducted by
a Limited Liablity Company. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
7/19/2024. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Pradyot Kar, Principal.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
July 19, 2024. Expires July 18,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6055. Published August 1, 8,
15,22, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607558
The following person(s) doing
business as: 1. Functional Nu-
trition Answers; 2. Functional
Nutrition Library; 2. Nutritionist
Recipes, 3020 Bernal Ave Ste
110 #1004, Pleasanton, CA
94566 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Nutri-
tionist Answers, LLC, 2131 W
Republic Rd #548, Springfiield,
MO 65807. This business is
conducted by a Limited Liabilty
Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: N/A. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Erica Julson, Managing
Member. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on June 27, 2024. Ex-
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pires June 26, 2029. The Inde-
pendent, Legal No. 6057. Pub-
lished August 1, 8, 15, 22, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608125

The following person(s) doing
business as: McG's Photogra-
phy, 6770 Tory Way, Dublin, CA
94568 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Michelle
McGowan, 6770 Tory Way, Dub-
linc, CA 94568. This business is
conducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
7/20/2024. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Michelle McGowan,
Owner. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on July 22, 2024. Expires
July 21, 2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6058. Published Au-
gust 1, 8,15, 22, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608130
The following person(s) doing
business as: City Greens Main-
tenance, LLC, 40550 Chapel
Way #21, Fremont, CA 94538
is hereby registered by the
following owner(s):City Greens
Maintenance, LLC, 40550 Chap-
el Way #21, Fremont, CA 94538.
This business is conducted by a
Limited Liability Company. The
date on which the registrant first
commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious busi-
ness name(s) listed above: N/A.
Signature of Registrant/s/: Guill-
ermo Inguanzo Gurrola, Manag-
er. This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
July 22, 2024. Expires July 21,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6059. Published August 1, 8,
15,22, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608137
The following person(s) doing
business as: Clarity Journals,
3295 Bridle Drive, Hayward, CA
94541 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Alexis
Green, 3295 Bridle Drive, Hay-
ward, CA 94541. This business
is conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
5/23/24. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Alexis Green, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
July 22, 2024. Expires July 21,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6060. Published August 1, 8,
15, 22,2024,

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607528

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: C&C Davis
Consulting, 898 42nd Street,
Oakland, CA 94608 is hereby
registered by the following own-
er(s): Penelope Davis, 898 42nd
Street, oakland, CA 94608. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 5/1/2024. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Penelope Davis,
Owner. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on July 27, 2024. Expires
July 26, 2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6061. Published Au-
gust 1,8, 15,22, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607798
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Russell City
Distillery, 22549 Foothill Bivd,
Hayward, CA 94541 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Russell City Distill-
ery, Inc., 5929 Highwood Rd.,
Castro Valley, CA 94552. This
business is conducted by a
Corporatin. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 12/22/2014. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Geoff Harries,
CEO. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on July 9, 2024. Expires
July 8, 2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6064. Published
August 1, 8, 15, 22, 2024.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 24CV074016

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA COUNTY OF
ALAMEDA

TO ALL INTERESTED
PERSONS:
Petitioner:

Peris Kimani Morrison

4362 Panorama Drive

Dublin, CA 94568

925-226-6937
pariskimani2@gmail.com

filed a petition with this court
for a decree changing names

as follows:

Present Names:

Peris Kimani Morrison

Cara Daurice Morrison
Proposed Name:

Paris Kimani Neal

Cara Amani Kimani

THE COURT ORDERS

that all persons interested in
this matter appear before this
court at the hearing indicated
below to show cause, if any,
why the petition for change of
name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the
name changes described above
must file a written objection that
includes the reasons for the
objection at least two court days
before the matter is scheduled
to be heard and must appear
at the hearing to show cause
why the petition should not be
granted. If no written objection is
timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING

Date: 11/22/2024

Time: 9:30 AM

Dept: 1B

The address of the court is:
Alameda County
Administration Building

1225 Fallon Street

Oakland, CA 94612

A copy of this Order To Show
Cause shall be published at
least once each week for
four successive weeks prior
to the date set for hearing on
the petition in the following
newspaper of general
circulation printed in this county:
The Independent Newspaper
2250 First Street,

Livermore, CA 94550

Dated: 4/8/2024 /s/: Thomas
Nixon, Judge of the Superior
Court.

The Independent, Legal No.
6065. Published August 8, 15,
22,29,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608296
The following person(s) doing
business as: Sunol Aggregates,
11555 Dublin Blvd, Dublin, CA
94568 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): De Silva
Gates Construction LLC, 11555
Dublin Blvd, Dublin, CA 94568.
This business is conducted by
a Limited Liability Company.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
7/29/2024. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/:  Christpher  Hallum,
VicePresident/CFO. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on July 29,
2024. Expires July 28, 2029.The
Independent, Legal No. 6066.
Published August 8, 15, 22, 29,
2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608280
The following person(s) doing
business as: This Little Life,
5436 Ruth Ave, Oakland, CA
94601 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): This Lit-
tle Life LLC, 5436 Ruth Ave, Oak-
land, CA 94601. This business is
conducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious ~ business  name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Kim To, Principal.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
July 29, 2024. Expires July 28,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6067. Published August 8,
15,22, 29, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608212

The following person(s) doing
business as: Otter Construction,
1228 Quarry Lane, suite C,
Pleasanton, CA 94566 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Manito Construction,
Inc., 1228 Quarry Lane, Suite
C, Pleasanton, CA 94566. This
business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: N/A. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Victoroa Morris, Vice
President. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on July 25, 2024. Expires
July 24, 2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6068. Published Au-
gust 8,15, 22, 29, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608027

The following person(s) doing
business as: 3D Remodeling
Inc., Lindgergh Ave, Suite D,
Livermore, CA 94551 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): James Alexander, PO
Box 2812, Livemore, CA 94551.
This business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 4/1/1984. Signature of
Registrant/s/: James Alexander,
Presient. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on July 17, 2024. Expires
July 16, 2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6069. Published Au-
gust 8,15, 22, 29, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607862

The following person(s) doing
business as: SKNWITHKAIT,
4685 Canary Drive, Pleasanton,
CA 94566 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Kait-
lyn White, 4685 Canary Drive,
Pleasanton, CA 94566. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) list-
ed above: 4/16/2024. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Kaitlyn White,
Owner. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on July 11, 2024. Expires
July 10, 2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6070. Published Au-
gust 8, 15, 22, 29, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608341

The following person(s) doing
business as: Eduardo Lin, MD
& Associates, 6155 Stoneridge
Dr., STE 101, Pleasanton, CA
94588 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Eduardo
Lin, 6155 Stoneridge Dr., STE
101, Pleasanton, CA 94588;
Minh Dang, 6155 Stoneridge
Dr., STE 101, Pleasanton, CA
94588; Oasis Pain and Wellness
Center, Inc, 6155 Storeridge Dr,
Ste 101, Pleasanton, CA 94588.
This business is conducted
by a General Partnership. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
7/10/2024. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Eduardo Lin, General
Partner. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on July 31, 2024. Expires
July 30, 2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6071. Published Au-
gust 8,15, 22, 29, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607852

The following person(s) doing
business as: Baba Landscaping,
6700 Goodfellow Ave, Dublin, CA
94568 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): 5 Smar
Movers, Inc., 6700 Goodfellow
Ave, Dublin, CA 94568. This
business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 12/6/2022. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Sanjeev Dhewant,
Secretary. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on July 10, 2024. Expires
July 9, 2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6072. Published Au-
gust 8, 15,22, 29, 2024.

MIKE FRACISCO

925.998.8131
FRACISCO REALTY

Residential + Commercial * Property Mgmt

www.MikeFracisco.com
R DRE #01378428

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607834
The following person(s) doing
business as: GJ Plumbing, 996
Via Honda, San Lorenzo, CA
94580 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Gilmer
Rojas, 996 Via Honda San Lo-
renzo, CA 94580. This business
is conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Gilmer Rojas, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on July 10,
2024. Expires July 9, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6073.
Published August 8, 15, 22, 29,
2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607834
The following person(s) doing
business as: GJ Plumbing, 996
Via Honda, San Lorenzo, CA
94580 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Gilmer
Rojas, 996 Via Honda San Lo-
renzo, CA 94580. This business
is conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Gilmer Rojas, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on July 10,
2024. Expires July 9, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6073.
Published August 8, 15, 22, 29,
2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608404

The following person(s) doing
business as: JALC Enterprises,
3670 Whitworth Drive, Dublin,
CA 94568 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): JALC
Enterprises, LLC, 3670 Whit-
worth Dr., Dublin, CA 94568.
This business is conducted by
a Limited Liability Company.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
9/23/2023. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/:Jeffery Hall, Manager.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
August 2, 2024. Expires August
1,2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6074. Published August 15,
22, 29, September 5, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608134
The following person(s) doing
business as: Seoul Gom Tang I,
3801 Telegraph Ave, Oakland,CA
94609 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): KWM
Invetment Inc., 3801 Telegraph
Ave, Oakland, CA 94609. This
business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 0/0/2004. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Won Young Kim,
Manager. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on July 22, 2024. Expires
July 21, 2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6075. Published Au-
gust 15, 22, 29, September 5,
2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608238

The following person(s) doing
business as: Original Insta Lube,
15526 Hersperian BLVD, San
Lorenzo, CA 94580 is hereby
registered by the following own-
er(s): ECO Lube Center, 15526
Hesperian BLVD, San Lorenzo,
CA 94580. This business is
conducted by a Corporation.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
6/1/2016. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Quang Phan, CEQ. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on July
26, 2024. Expires July 25, 2029.
The Independent, Legal No.
6076. Published August 15, 22,
29, September 5, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607597

The following person(s) doing
business as: 1. Amausaan Uji
Matcha; 2, LAC Coffee, 39658
Cedar Blvd, Newark, CA 94560 is
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): CaffeineHQ LLC,
2050 Lewelling Blvd, San Lean-
dro, CA 94579. This business is
conducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: N/A. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Quoc Nguyen, Member.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
July 1, 2024. Expires June 30,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6077. Published August 15,
22,29, September 5, 2024.

Tri-Vailey

Animal Rescue

Adopt a New Best Friend
TVAR
Tri-Valley Animal
Rescue
Our current weekly adoption
events include:
Saturdays — Dogs & Puppies at:
Dublin Petsmart
6960 Amador Plaza Rd. Hours:
10:00am to 1:00pm.
Visit our website:
WWW.TVAR.ORG, to see adopt-
able animals, volunteer oppor-
tunities, and how to donate.
Follow:
TRI-VALLEY ANIMAL RESCUE on
Facebook, and Instagram

EMPLOYMENT

HELP WANTED
SERVICES

BE WARY of out of area compa-
nies. Check with the local Better
Business Bureau before you
send money or fees. Read and
understand any contracts before
you sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE
GLASSIFIED ADS
goto
bit.ly/Indy-Classifieds
or call
(925)243-8000

MERCHANDISE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608090

The following person(s) doing
business as: Behtesda Home,
22427 Montgomery St., Hay-
ward, CA 94541 is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Christian Retirement
Center of Northern California,
22427 Montgomery St., Hay-
ward, CA 94541. This business
is conducted by a Corporation.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
5/24/1971. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Robin Harvey, President.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
July 19, 2024. Expires July 18,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6078. Published August 15,
22,29, September 5, 2024.

STATEMENT OF
ABANDONMENT OF USE OF
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
ORIGINAL FILE NO. 590828
The person(s) listed below
have abandoned the use of the
following ~fictitious ~ business
name(s). Original Inst Lube,
15526 Hesperian BLVD, San
Lorenzo, CA 94580. Registered
by the following owner(s): Huong
Truong, 251 Perkings ST., Oak-
land, CA 94610. The fictitious
business name statement was
filed on 07/29/2022 in the
County of Alameda. This busi-
ness was conducted by an Indi-
vidual. Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Houng Truong. Owner. This
statement was filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Alameda on July 26,
2024. The Independent, Legal
No. 6079. Published August 15,
22, 29, September 5, 2024..

CLASSIFIEDS

ANIMALS

FOR SALE

ESTATE/ GARAGE/ YARD
SALES

FREE SECTION
LOST/ FOUND

NOTICES /ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: California
law requires that contractors
taking jobs that total $500 or
more (labor and/or materials)
be licensed by the Contractors
State License Board. State law
also requires that contractors
include their license numbers
on all advertising. Check your
contractor's status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-CSLB
(2752).  Unlicensed  persons
taking jobs less than $500 must
state in their advertisements that
they are not licensed by the Con-
tractors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE

LAND FOR RENT
OFFICE/HOUSE/CONDO /
DUPLEX / APT RENTAL

HOUSE/ROOMS/RENTALS
T0 SHARE

BOAT / RV / RENTAL SPACE

Inland Valley Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for

Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing Act,
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, and state law prohibit
advertisements  for  housing
and employment that contain
any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on pro-
tected classes, including race,
color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status or national ori-
gin. IVPC does not knowingly
accept any advertisements
that are in violation of the law.

Professional’s Choice
Real Estate Directory

Local guide to the Valley's Leading

Real Estate Professionals & Services

al -

925.784.1243
DRE #01323804

Dominic Greci

925.525.0864
DRE #01707140 R

PREFERRED BROKERS
Wanda Thompson

925.858.9128

. 411 So L St, Suite E, Livermore
BRE#00983781 / NMLS#244633

Serving Clients and their families
for more than 37 years!

Michelle Elliott

Senior Home Lending Advisor
925.212.6907 | Fax:866.378.1616
Michelle.d.elliott@chase.com
Homeloans.chase.com/michelle.d.elliott
NMLS ID: 694685

CHASE &

MORTGAGE BANKING

é)}e/@%(a

Realtor® | CalRE #01910741

925.548.6702 | Lydia.Vetere@cbnorcal.com

www.lydiavetere.com

“Finding your way Home!”

@

B
COLDWELL BANKER 2R 14 [
REALTY T T

i
= iFAUGHT

REALTOR®, CRS, SRES®

COMPASS

Sandee Utterback
(925) 487-0524

WWW.SANDEEU.COM

ERKSHIRE
HATHAWA
HoneServicr

CalBRE#00855150

Specializing in
Livermore’s
Finest Homes

Dirysdale
Properties

to advertise in this directory!

L

Claire M
925.315.4502 OFFICE %= RE/MAX
510.715.7682 MOBILE

claire.m.meager@gmail.com

Call 925-243-8001 or

email: mitch@independentnews.com

{-&::I;Ef
[
" FETATE

eager, Broker Associate

LEETH
T

CalDRE 01184005

AVR Properties

We Rent Your Homes
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
925.447.2367 | DRE 0096046167

REALTOR®

925.518.2142
nicole@nicolesweeneyhomes.com
Results That Move You

1983 Second Street | Livermore, CA | 94550 LEGACY
CA BRE# 01965816 | CA BRE# 01268085 T

925.784.7979

LeslieFaught.com

SellingEastBayHomes.com
DRE01027778
"I'll find a buyer for your home and a home for you to buy.”

To Place Your Ad, Call or Email:

NICOLE SWEENEY

REAL TE
& ASSOCIATES

925-243-8001 Mitch@independentnews.com




12 The Independent ¢ AUGUST 15, 2024 www.independentnews.com

Ophthalmology care that’s
minutes away.

And light-years ahead.

With the Byers Eye Institute in Livermore, advanced ophthalmological services
are closer than ever. From innovative corneal and eye disease treatments to
vision-saving surgery, our highly skilled team of experts offers world-class
ophthalmology care, all at one convenient Tri-Valley location.

Stanford Health Care

MEDICINE @ Tri-Valley

stanfordhealthcare.org/whatshere



