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A roaming bear has
caused authorities
to shut down some
East Idaho trails and
campgrounds.

Neighbor’s quickthinking and actions
help prevent
possible tragedy
in East Idaho.
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Pocatello man dies in pedestrian-vehicle collision
Police said a woman driving a Jeep Wrangler did not
see McGonigal and fatally
struck him around 1 a.m.
The name of the Jeep’s
driver was not released, but
police said she is from the
Pocatello area. Police said
Monday that the incident
appears to be an accident
but an investigation is being
conducted and won’t be finished until later in the week.
Drugs and/or alcohol are
not believed to be a factor in
the collision, police said.

By DEBBIE BRYCE

For the Journal

POCATELLO — A Pocatello man was killed in a
pedestrian-vehicle collision
early Monday morning.
Michael Joshua McGonigal, 21, of Pocatello, died at
the scene after being struck
by a Jeep while crossing
Fourth Avenue by the Jack
In The Box eatery near
Center Street, authorities
said.

Witness GR Rodriguez
was about a block behind
the Jeep when it struck
McGonigal.
“McGonigal was in the
crosswalk, I saw the Jeep
hit its brakes and then the
car next to (the Jeep) hit
the brakes,” Rodriguez said.
“She carried him on the
hood of the car for about
30 to 40 feet. When she
stopped, he fell off the passenger side of the Jeep.”
More COLLISION | A5
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Pocatello police
investigate a fatal
accident between
a vehicle and a
pedestrian that
left the pedestrian, Michael
Joshua
McGonigal, dead
on Fourth
Avenue by the
Jack In The Box
eatery early
Monday morning.

‘CHiPs’ star now
E. Idaho police
Portneuf complex attendees back tax hike for facility reserve officer

UPPING THE ANTE

By LISA DAYLEYSMITH
Standard Journal
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People cooled off in the lake at the Portneuf Wellness Complex
Monday afternoon during events for the Biggest Show in Idaho
Music Festival and Extravaganza in Pocatello.

ST. ANTHONY — The man famous
for his many years as a motorcycle cop
on the hit ‘80s TV series “CHiPs” is
now a St. Anthony police reserve officer.
Mayor Neils Thueson swore Erik
Estrada into office on Saturday at City
Hall in this town of 3,500 people northeast of Rexburg. Estrada plans to work
with the police department in protecting children from internet predators.
Estrada arrived on Saturday where he
spent the afternoon with police officers
and their families at the city park. After
Thueson swore Estrada in as a reserve
police officer, Estrada spent the rest of
the afternoon at the high school at a
meet and greet where he had his picture
taken with residents of all ages.
More ESTRADA | A5

By MICHAEL H. O’DONNELL
modonnell@journalnet.com

P

OCATELLO — Hundreds of
people were enjoying the beach,
taking advantage of inflatable
toys or hiking the trails at the Portneuf
Wellness Complex Monday as the site
served as the staging area for Fourth of
July fireworks and other activities associated with the Biggest Show in Idaho
Music Festival and Extravaganza.

Many of those enjoying the venue
said they would be more than willing to pay some additional taxes
to see the complex and its facilities
properly maintained.
Last year, the Portneuf Health
Care Foundation donated the $12.5
million complex to Bannock County
and gave the county an additional
$1.9 million to fund maintenance
and operations. However, the
maintenance and operation fund has
been depleted to about $400,000.

And Bannock County Clerk Robert
Polecki said the county may have to
look to taxpayers to fund complex
operations in the future.
More TAX | A5

POLL
Would you support the use of tax dollars
for the upkeep of the Portneuf Wellness
Complex in Pocatello? Take the poll at
idahostatejournal.com.
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Erik Estrada, famous for his starring role in the
‘80s hit TV series “CHiPs,” is sworn in as a police
reserve officer at St. Anthony City Hall.

Online fundraiser helping businessman hurt in boat fire
By KENDRA EVENSEN
kevensen@journalnet.com

For more than two decades
Tyvan Schmitt has been helping
businesses to attract new customers and local families to save
money through his Pocket Passport Coupon Books for Pocatello
and Idaho Falls.
Now those who’ve benefited
from his business over the years
have a chance to do something to
help him in return.
Schmitt was seriously burned in
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help him during this difficult
time.
“We are extremely grateful and
overwhelmed by the support and
love being shown,” said Erika
Garza, Schmitt’s stepdaughter.
Garza calls her self-employed
stepfather hard working and
creative.
“Tyvan is an extremely giving
and lovable man,” she said. “He is
everybody’s best friend.”
Garza describes Schmitt’s
condition as critical but stable.
She said he is expected to be at
the Burn Center for at least three

Today: A thunder storm
High 84 | Low 51 | More weather A5

months.
In the meantime, the GoFundMe campaign is trying to
raise $10,000 to help Schmitt and
his family. Those who would like
to contribute can do so at www.
gofundme.com/2bmmskc.
Garza appreciates all the support they’ve received so far.
“We are extremely grateful to
live in such a giving and caring
community,” she said.
INSIDE
Pocatello’s baseball community rallies
around Schmitt family. Sports B1

$1.00

DO YOU KNOW AN OUTSTANDING
PROFESSIONAL?
N O M IN AT IO N S DU E B Y J U LY 1 S T

Idaho State

