
Teton Valley Balloon Rally remains a Driggs summer staple
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By SHELBIE HARRIS

For the Journal

Venezuelan police arrested a 
Pocatello native and his newlywed 
wife on Thursday and are holding 
the couple on suspicion that they are 
American spies.

Police allegedly discovered a hand 
grenade an M4 and AK-47 assault 
rifles in the apartment of Joshua 
Holt, 24, and his wife, Thamara 
Belen Caleño Candelo, 25, in Ciu-

dad Caribia, Venezuela.
Joshua’s mother, Laurie Holt, 

received a panicked phone call from 
her daughter on Friday evening say-
ing that Thamara’s mother had sent 
her a Facebook message stating the 
two had been arrested.

“The first thing you think is that 
this is fraud or someone trying to 
get money out of us,” Laurie said. 
“After getting home, I logged into 

my Facebook account, and I had 
multiple message requests from 
Thamara’s mom and aunt who lives 
in North Carolina saying to call 911 
and emergency services.”

Joshua’s family has ties to Po-
catello with relatives, including his 
grandmother, still residing in the 
city. 

By DEBBIE BRYCE 

For the Journal

POCATELLO — A former MK Place 
staff member accused 
of sexual abuse of 
minor clients at the 
adolescent residential 
treatment facility in 
Pocatello is speaking 
out about the charges 
against her.

Julie Ann Gewarges, 
31, is now charged 
with four felony 
counts of sexual 
abuse by solic-
iting a minor 
under 16 to take 
part in a sexual 
act. The charges 
involve two sepa-
rate victims.

By SHELBIE HARRIS

For the Journal

The Idaho State Police Bureau of 
Criminal Identification released its 
annual “Crime In Idaho” report 
for 2015 on Friday.

The report, which includes a 
synopsis of statewide crime sta-
tistics gathered from law enforce-
ment agencies from across the 

state, noted the number of violent 
crimes increased 6.3 percent from 

2014.
“Six percent is huge,” Bannock 

County Sheriff Lorin Nielsen said. 
“What’s going on statewide reflects 
heavily in the Southeast Idaho area.”

Nielsen also said that nationally there 
is a sense of distrust and animosity 
toward police officers, and locally many 
of the violent crimes are fueled by a 
resurgence in heroin use and continued 
methamphetamine use.

By CYDNEY MCFARLAND

cmcfarland@journalnet.com

DRIGGS — The 35th annual Teton Valley 
Balloon Rally kicked off early Friday morning, 
with a handful of balloons floating up from 
the launch site at the Teton Valley Fairgrounds 
in Driggs, Idaho, which is near the Wyoming 
border. While not quite the event it has been in 
the past, the rally is doing its best to continue 
being a staple summer activity in East Idaho.

“It’s becoming more of an entity,” said Mar-
garet Breffeilh, the balloon-meister and one of 
the event organizers. “When I was a kid, it was 
huge, but it was also sponsored by Budweiser.”

After being passed around by a few differ-
ent organizers and sponsors, the festival lost a 
lot of steam. However, the current organizers 
— known as the Hot Team — have added a 
balloon camp scholarship and fundraising as-
pects to the event to make it more engrained 
in the local community.

“It used to be just a big balloon event, but 
now it’s more holistic,” Breffeilh said.

The balloon rally now sponsors 
a scholarship for one kid to go 
to the Balloonist Federation 
of America’s Junior Balloon-
ist Summer Camp. This 
year’s only scholarship ap-
plicant, Shamus, helped on 
one of the balloon crews 
for the media flights Fri-
day morning to fulfill one 
of the scholarship require-
ments.

Breffeilh and the Hot Crew 
have also brought ballooning 
into local schools in an effort 
to get local kids excited. Breffeilh 
taught elementary school kids the 
science behind hot air balloons and 
gave out pieces of balloon fabric that 
students could hang on their homes as a 
signal to balloon pilots that the property was 
a safe place to land.

Pocatello native arrested in Venezuela; accused of being spy
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Joshua Holt stands with his wife Thamara Belen Caleño Candelo. The pair were recently 

arrested in Venezuela after police allegedly found weapons in their apartment.
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Abi (left) and Leanne Domingue (right) of Victor help balloon pilot Dale Justice inflate his balloon, also seen below, Friday.
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