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POCATELLO — 
The trial for a local man 
accused of stabbing Nori 
Jones to death almost 
two decades ago is once 
again being postponed.

Brad Scott Com-
pher, 48, of Pocatello, was 
back in front of 6th Dis-
trict Judge Javier Gabiola 

in late February as well 
as twice this month to 
address pretrial motions 
ahead of a jury trial that 
was slated to begin on 
April 4. The trial has 
since been rescheduled to 
begin on Oct. 23.

The pretrial motions 
included Bannock 
County Prosecutor 
Steve Herzog and Com-
pher’s court-appointed 

attorney, John Scott 
Andrew of the Bannock 
County Public Defend-
er’s Office, review-
ing proposed jury ques-
tions. Compher was also 
in court for other pretrial 
motions Herzog recently 
filed that requested 
Gabiola to make rulings 
that would limit some of 
what Andrew could say 
during the trial.

One of the more 
intriguing motions Her-
zog filed involved ask-
ing Gabiola to not allow 
Andrew or any other 
member of Compher’s 
defense team to pres-
ent evidence that a con-
victed murderer from 
Pocatello confessed to a 
fellow prison inmate that 
he killed Jones.
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Bingham County Coroner James K. 
“Jimmy” Roberts has been acquitted 
of misdemeanor sexual battery follow-
ing a jury trial in Ada County, court 
records show.

On Wednesday, Rob-
erts, 56, appeared at the 
Ada County Court-
house in Boise for his 
trial, which ended with 
the jury acquitting him 
of the misdemeanor 
charge he faced after 
being accused of touch-
ing a woman’s breasts.

Roberts said he’s “grateful” that 
the jury found him innocent and he 
is “looking forward to continuing to 
serve the people of Bingham County.” 
He said that this entire ordeal has 
been “very stressful” on his friends and 
family and he’s looking forward to 
moving on now that he’s been exon-
erated.
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Three East Idaho farmers recently 
paid $500,000 to settle allegations 
they defrauded a COVID-19 pan-
demic relief program, according to a 
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District 
of Idaho news release.

Merrill Hanny, Roger Burke, and 
Robert Sollis, three East Idaho farm-
ers, paid the money to settle alle-
gations that they violated the False 
Claims Act by submitting fraudulent 
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 
(CFAP) applications, U.S. Attor-
ney Josh Hurwit announced in the 
Wednesday news release.

CFAP was intended to provide 
direct support to farmers and ranchers 
to offset losses caused by the COVID-
19 pandemic.
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CHUBBUCK — Every-
one knows, thanks to Dor-
othy Gale’s mantra in “The 
Wizard of Oz,” that there’s no 
place like home.

Of course, first there need 
to be homes — and in the 
city of Chubbuck, develop-
ers and city officials have been 
working hard over the past 
few years to bring affordable 
homes to the area, whether 
they be single-bedroom 
apartments or two-story 
homes suitable for growing 
families.

For 2023, those perus-
ing Zillow and calling up 
local real estate agents can 
expect to see housing devel-
opments continue to sprout 
up throughout town. Chub-
buck’s Community Services 
Director Devin Hillam indi-
cates the economy may also 
see prices for some apartment 
units slightly dip thanks to 
the increase of homes.

“While I believe the units 

will predominately be market 
rate rental housing, the recent 
economic shift and the con-
struction of several apartment 
complexes in the valley in 
the past few years has helped 
to decrease rental rates from 
their historical highs over the 
past year or two,” Hillam said.

Academy Acres, located 
near Connor Academy, is 
one development that’s pro-
gressing as its infrastruc-
ture improvement construc-
tion wraps up and build-
ing permits are issued. Phase 
one of this development has 
17 buildable lots, with K5 
Construction offering four 
floor plans. Phase two has 19 
buildable lots.

Another housing devel-
opment, Alpine Crossing, is 
also being built near Connor 
Academy.

The 18-acre subdivision 
with lots for affordable sin-
gle-family homes is being 
constructed by the South-
Eastern Idaho Community 
Action Agency southeast 
of the intersection of West 
Chubbuck and Philbin roads.

Another housing develop-
ment is Arbor Court, located 
north of Burley Drive and 
adjacent to Chubbuck City 
Hall. Local mortgage com-
pany owner Daren Crockett 
is spearheading work on the 
subdivision that will include 
seven fourplex housing units, 
with several having recently 
received certificates of occu-
pancy.

While family-sized hous-
ing needs are being addressed 
with these developments, 
Hillam said that for those 
who are seeking low-cost, 
one-bedroom/studio apart-
ments, they’re in luck too.

“We have several apart-
ment complexes underway 
which will offer a variety of 
living choices to tenants, from 
single bedroom to three-bed-
room units,” Hillam said.

These include 52 units at 
Yellowstone Village, located 
at the intersection of Briscoe 
Road and Yellowstone Ave-
nue, 76 units at Pine Ridge 
Landing at 1014 W. Quinn 
Road, and a 200-unit proj-
ect on the corner of Knudsen 

Boulevard and Hawthorne 
Road. 

“Moreover, in the new 
phases of Brookstone Estates, 
located west of Lamar Street, 
the owner (of Brookstone 
Estates) is developing smaller 
lots with the intent to con-
struct affordable housing 
units that are more accessi-
ble to home buyers looking 
for affordable housing,” Hil-
lam said. “Construction of the 
first phase’s public improve-
ments is underway and I sus-
pect that housing construc-
tion will start in the 2023 
building season.”    

Hillam explained that the 
city’s economic development 
process is designed to help 
businesses and developers get 
their tools in the doorway so 
they can build houses sooner 
and meet demand for the 
area. Those seeking to jump 
through all the application 
hoops only have to go to one 
department — the city’s com-
munity services department 
— to get the necessary paper-
work completed.

Police: High school staffer arrested for sexual 
battery of student, destroying evidence. A3
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Prosecutors aim to prohibit mention of Torey 
Adamcik at rescheduled Brad Compher trial
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Brad Scott Compher, left, is set to stand trial in October 2023 for 
allegedly murdering Nori Jones inside her Pocatello home in 2004.

Hundreds of housing units being 
built throughout Chubbuck
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The Arbor Court fourplex development is being built near Chubbuck City Hall and north of Burley Drive.

Bingham County 
coroner acquitted 
of misdemeanor 
sexual battery 
charge following 
jury trial

Local farmers pay 
$500K to resolve 
allegations they 
defrauded COVID-19 
relief program
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