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Light a 

candle for 
DeOrr

A “Light the Night” 

event is planned this 

weekend to bring 

further awareness 

to case of missing 

Idaho Falls child.

Blood 
donation 
shortage
Because of a low 

summer supply, 

the American Red 

Cross has issued an 

emergency call for 

blood and platelets.
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Today: Patchy clouds.
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By CYDNEY MCFARLAND

cmcfarland@journalnet.com

POCATELLO — Local veteran 
Bob Kimber was honored on 
Wednesday at Pocatello’s Senior 
Center for his time as a machin-
ist in the Navy serving in Alaska 
during World War II. Allison 
Everett, an Idaho State University 
alumna and retired Air Force vet-
eran, has made it her mission to 
ensure that the WWII campaign 
in Alaska’s Aleutian Islands is not 
a forgotten part of United States 
history.

Everett refers to the campaign as 

the “Forgotten Front.” The battles 
near Attu and Kiska Islands on 
the tail end of Alaska’s Aleutian 
chain were the second bloodiest in 
the Pacific — second only to Iwo 
Jima — but they are not common 
knowledge.

On June 7, 1942 — six months af-
ter Pearl Harbor — Japanese forces 
invaded the small village communi-
ties on Attu and Kiska. The local 
population of Alaska natives were 
taken as prisoners back to Japan.

According to the Department 
of the Interior and National Park 
Service, the occupation of Attu and 
Kiska, along with the bombing of 
Dutch Harbor in Alaska, was a di-

versionary tactic to draw U.S. Naval 
forces out of Midway. However, 
forces held their position at Midway 
where U.S. forces successfully de-
feated the Japanese Navy.

In Alaska, U.S. and Canadian 
forces teamed up to take back Attu 
and Kiska. They started with bomb-
ing runs on May 11, 1943, but it still 
took 18 days to retake the islands.

“It is our history and the first 
time in recent history that enemy 
forces occupied U.S. soil,” Everett 
said. “I think it was hard for the U.S. 
to swallow that we’d been occupied, 
so we don’t hear much about it.”

By JACKSON ADAMS

Teton Valley News

A Jackson, Wyoming, man was charged 
in a Teton County, Idaho, court Wednes-
day for murdering his 
pregnant girlfriend.

Erik Martin Ohlson, 
39, was picked up early 
Tuesday morning by 
sheriff ’s deputies near 
the intersection of High-
way 33 and 2500 North 
in Driggs, Idaho, where 
he had crashed his truck 
into a power pole.

Ohlson was arrested 
for driving under the influence and for 
possessing an open beverage container. 
He was then transported to the Madison 
County jail in Rexburg.

During the arrest, 
Ohlson told a sheriff ’s 
deputy that he had 
“bigger problems than 
a DUI and crash” to 
worry about.

The next morning, 
at about 11:20 a.m., the 
Teton County Sheriff ’s 
Office 911 Dispatch 
received a call that a 
relative had found the body of Jennifer S. 
Nalley, 39, in front of her cabin north of 
Driggs, which is east of Rexburg near the 
Wyoming border.

By MICHAEL H. O’DONNELL

modonnell@journalnet.com

POCATELLO — After a couple of 
months mitigating the asbestos issues 
at the old Portneuf Medical Center lo-
cated next to the Idaho State University 
campus, full-scale demolition efforts 

on the structure started this 
week.

Construction Services Inc. of Po-
catello is the general contractor for the 
demolition project, which should be 
completed in two months, according 
to Portneuf Health Trust President and 
CEO Shaun Menchaca.

Large Caterpillar backhoes ripped 
portions of the hospital walls down on 
Wednesday as the once-functioning 
structure was reduced to rubble.

“The building really wasn’t useful 
anymore,” Menchaca said.

The project includes not only the 
demolition and removal of the old 
hospital building, which first opened 
in 1950, but establishing independent 

electrical and fire 
suppres-

sion systems for the nearby hospital 
offices complex and parking garage on 
11th Street.

The old hospital also served as a 
base for several cell towers that will be 
moved to a new home on the Idaho 
State University campus, according to 
Menchaca.

One of the icons of the old hospital, 
the large star, has been spared from the 
wrecking ball.

“There are a lot of people who 
talked about saving the Bannock star,” 
Menchaca said.

He said the Health Trust worked 
with Pocatello’s Relight the Night com-
mittee to rescue the star and have it 
refurbished by the Yesco sign company.

Old PMC’s end

Former hospital 
building being 
demolished
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A backhoe pulls down some of the structure of the old Portneuf Medical Center in Pocatello on Wednesday afternoon.

ISU alumna honors veterans, ‘forgotten’ Alaska front
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Local veteran Bob Kimber was honored for his service in World 

War II at the Senior Center in Pocatello on Wednesday.

Man charged 
with killing 
pregnant 
girlfriend
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By KENDRA EVENSEN

kevensen@journalnet.com

Despite sustaining serious burns in 
a boat fire at a Pocatello convenience 
store on June 25, a 
local man was able to 
keep a bad situation 
from potentially be-
coming much worse.

Tyvan Schmitt was 
injured when a boat 
on a trailer caught fire 
after it was filled with 
fuel at the Phillips 66 
at Pocatello Creek and 
Bench roads. While 
a friend pulled him out of the boat, 
Schmitt was actually the one who drove 
the pickup and burning boat in tow 
away from the gas pumps, according to 
family members.

Burn victim drove 
truck, burning boat 
away from gas 
pumps on June 25

Schmitt
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MICHAEL O’DONNELL

Heavy equipment began ripping down 

the walls of Pocatello’s old Portneuf 

Medical Center this week. Demolition 

should be completed in two months.
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ONLINE

View more photos and a video 
at idahostatejournal.com.

Man charged in beating death to 
be given competency evaluation. A4


