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Sixth Judicial District, Bannock County
Jason Dixon, Clerk of the Court
By: Mercedes Williamson, Deputy Clerk

ERIC D. FREDERICKSEN
State Public Defender :

ASHLEY LAVALLEE, 1.S.B. #8496
Managing Attorney, Bannock Office
353 N. 411 Ave., Ste. 210
Pocatello, ID 83201
cynthia.brewer@spd.idaho.gov

:

:

:

:

:::

IN THEDISTRICT COURT OF THE SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE :
:

STATE OF IDAHO, IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF BANNOCK. :

STATE OF IDAHO, )

)
) STIPULATION TO CHANGE
) VENUE

LANCE ROBERT PECK, )
)

Defendant. )

:

) CASENO. CR03-22-07467 :

) CR003-23-10774Plaintiff.
:

:

:

:
:

:

:

COMES NOW the Defendant, Lance Robert Peck, by and through his Attorney

ofRecord, Ashley LaVallee, Attorney, Bannock Office, and the BannockManagin :

County Prosecutor, Ian Johnson, and stipulate to a change ofvenue. Mr. Peck's cases

have garnered significantmedia attention, and a fair and impartial jury camnot be selected

:

:

:

:
:

within Bannock County. Attached are the new articles thatwere pertaining to the :

:

Defendant and his cases. The parties request that jurors be selected from a pool outside
:
:

:

ofwhere the media coverage has occurred on this case to select a fair and impartial jury.



DATED this the 24" day ofFebruary 2026.

2

Ashley LaVallee
Managing Attorney
State Public Defenders

Jan
Bannock County Prosecutor
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https://www.rexburgstandardjournal.com/news/local/attorney-withdraws-from-downard-case-citing-unpaid-legal-fees-emotional-
toll/articlefe2d1 13f-c7ff-4619-a94c-f1097b08b9b2.html

Attorneywithdraws from Downard case citing unpaid legal fees, emotional
toll

Shelbie Harris Idaho State Journal
Dec 4, 2025

iw /

Lance Peck, second from left, walks behind his now-withdrawn Pocatello attorney Richard Blok following a June hearing at the Bannock County
Courthouse in Pocatello.

Shelbie Harris/Idaho State Journal

f ©

"There are additional significant motion practices that were not pursued because of the negotiations that will

need to be pursued," Blok wrote. "A second chair will be necessary because of the level of complication. It will

likely take more than a year to take this matter to trial"

According to Blok's motion, a recent significant felony trial he handled that lasted just five days was held in

another county, required a second chair and cost approximately $150,000 with seven months of preparation.



Notwithstanding the financial and logistical aspects involved with taking a case to trial, the motion also cited
the emotional toll the case has taken on Blok himself.

"This case has been trying, and the court's most recent ruling has been deflating, to say the least," he wrote. "|

do not believe will be able to continue to provide diligent and zealous representation to Mr. Peck as is

required of me"

In addition to the motion to withdraw, a lengthy 145-page sentencing memorandum prepared ahead of the

October hearing says Peck's financial situation has become increasingly dire since the closure of Downard

Funeral Home in September 2021.

The memo says that Peck sold the funeral home property to Pocatello School District 25 for $500,000 in

February 2023 but walked away with only $6,460.74 after paying off the mortgage, settling with prior owners

and covering business expenses and legal fees.

Peck has also settled all 15 civil lawsuits filed against him by families whose loved ones remains were

allegedly mishandled, with each settlement subject to nondisclosure agreements, according to the

sentencing memo. These settlements, combined with mounting legal expenses in his criminal cases, have Left

him financially unable to continue paying for private counsel.

The memo also shed light on Peck's declining physical health, describing him as requiring portable oxygen at

all times due to severe pulmonary hypertension, sleep apnea and reactive airways disease. Medical records

indicate he has been hospitalized multiple times in the past year for health emergencies, including episodes
where he passed out due to dangerously high blood pressure, the memo states.

"His health has been failing, and he suffers from very high blood pressure, breathing issues, digestive tract

issues and skin cancer," the memo states.

Doctors have described Peck's blood pressure levels as being in the "stroke zone"

The withdrawal follows a dramatic hearing in October where dozens of Peck's alleged victims filled Gabiola's

courtroom, anticipating the opportunity to provide impact statements during what they expected to be a

sentencing hearing. Instead, Gabiola rejected the plea agreement that would have bound him to impose no

more than three years of mandatory prison time as part of a 10-year unified sentence.

Rather than putting Peck at the mercy of the court with more than 50 years in prison hanging over his head,
Blok withdrew the guilty pleas altogether.



The plea agreement had been reached through extensive mediation between Blok and former Bannock

County Prosecutor Steve Herzog and was facilitated by retired Judge Stephen S. Dunn over two sessions in

August 2023 and May 2024. According to the sentencing memo, the parties had "made significant progress
towards a final agreement" before Gabiola's rejection sent the case back to square one.

Peck faces 22 felony charges and 63 misdemeanor charges stemming from his operation of Downard Funeral

Home between 2017 and 2021. The case began when Pocatello police executed a search warrant in

September 2021 and discovered 12 bodies in various stages of decomposition, approximately 50 fetuses in jars

preserved for Idaho State University and dozens of unidentified cremated remains.

Court documents allege Peck misrepresented remains to at least 25 families while operating Downard. The

charges include seven counts of grand theft by deception, five counts of furnishing false vital statistics

information, four counts of income tax evasion, two counts of offering false records, two counts of computer
fraud and two counts of perjury. The 63 misdemeanor charges include three counts of petit theft and Go

counts related to unprofessional conduct by a mortician.

If convicted of all charges with consecutive sentences, Peck could face more than 250 years in prison and

fines of up to $140,000.

In the 145-page sentencing memorandum filed in July adocument so large it has an extensive table of

contents at the beginning - Blok says Peck's crimes resulted from a "perfect storm" of circumstances rather

than malicious intent. The memo details how Peck's cremation chamber was damaged in February 2021 due to

an explosion caused by a pacemaker that had not been removed from a body.

The memo also talks about Peck's documented mental health struggles, including a diagnosis of Dependent
Personality Disorder that significantly impacted his ability to manage his business effectively, the memo states.

"Lance's story is of someone who got in over their head at work, suffered an apparent mental breakdown, failed

to ask for help and let his problems snowball." the memo states.

Had Peck been sentenced in October, Blok would have recommended a sentence of six months in local jail
followed by 10 years of supervised probation, citing comparable cases nationwide where funeral home

operators received sentences ranging from probation to 18 months for similar conduct.

The rejection prompted one person in the courtroom to shout, "Go to hell, Lance." For victims and their

families, the withdrawal of Peck's attorney represents yet another delay in a case that has now stretched more

than four years since the initial discovery at Downard Funeral Home.

Mary Alice Cantrell, who traveled 2,450 miles from North Carolina for the October hearing, expressed
frustration at the ongoing process. Her son, Anthony Tucker, died in September 2020, and his remains were

allegedly among those mishandled by Peck.



Rhonda D'Amico, whose husband Eric's remains were entrusted to Peck in August 2021, has organized monthly
Zoom meetings with victims to keep everyone informed as the case progresses. She still doesn't know what

happened to her husband's ashes.

Peck is scheduled to appear before Judge Gabiola for a scheduling conference on Jan. 5, where the court will

set dates for a pretrial conference and jury trialwith his newly appointed public defender.

Bannock County Prosecutor lan Johnson has indicated his office is prepared to take the case to trial, telling
victims after the October hearing that officials are committed to seeking justice.

The State Public Defender Bannock Office stated Ashley Lavallee, the managing attorney for that office, will
most likely take over Peck''s representation moving forward.

Blok declined to comment on this article citing a responsibility to respect his former client and the remaining

legal process.

Lisa Dayley-Smith



���������	�
������

�	����
�������������������������������������������� �!����"�����#�������$��%&'()*+,-�./�01234�567�89:,6',;�07�1<1=>������?����@�A���B!���C���D#��
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NEWS

Colorado funeral home owner faces sentencing for abusing 189 bodies
© Published at 9:55 am, February 6, 2026

AP Jesse Bedayn and Matthew Brown, Associated Press
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Chrystina Page, right, holds back Heather De Wolf. as she yells at Jon Hallford. left 'the
owner ofBack to Nature Funeral Home, as he leaves with his lawyers following a
preliminary hearing, Feb. 8, 2024, outside the El Paso County Judicial Building, in
Colorado Springs, Colo. Christian Murdock/The Gazette via AP

>.
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COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. (AP) - A Colorado funeral home owner who stashed 189 decomposing
bodies in a building over four years and gave grieving families fake ashes will be sentenced Friday on
corpse abuse charges.

Jon Hallford owned Return to Nature Funeral Home in Colorado Springs with his then-wife Carie. They
pleaded guilty in December to nearly 200 counts of corpse abuse under an agreement with
prosecutors.

Jon Hallford faces between 30 and 50 years in prison. Carie Hallford faces 25 to 35 years in prison at
sentencing on April 24.

The Hallfords stored the bodies in a building in the small town of Penrose, south of Colorado Springs,
from 2019 until 2023, when investigators responding to reports of a stench from the building
discovered the corpses.

Bodies were found throughout the building, some stacked on top of each other, with swarms of bugs
and decomposition fluid covering the floors, investigators said. The remains - including adults,



infants and fetuses - were stored at room temperature. Investigators believe the Hallfords gave
families dry concrete that mimicked ashes.

The bodies were identified over months with fingerprints, DNA and other methods.

Families learned the ashes they had been given, and then spread or kept at home, weren't actually
their loved ones' remains. Many said it undid their grieving process, others had nightmares and
struggled with guilt that they let their relatives down.

The funeral home owners also pleaded guilty to federal fraud charges after prosecutors said they
cheated the government out of nearly $900,000 in pandemic-era small business aid.

Jon Hallford was sentenced to 20 years in prison in that case. He told the judge he opened Return to
Nature to make a positive impact in people's lives, "then everything got completely out of control,
especially me."

still hate myself for what I've done," he said at his sentencing last June.

Carie Hallford's federal sentencing is set for March 16.

Attorneys for the Hallfords did not respond to requests for comment from The Associated Press.

During the years they were stashing bodies, the Hallfords spent lavishly, according to court
documents. That included purchasing a GMC Yukon and an Infiniti worth over $120,000 combined,
along with $31,000 in cryptocurrency, luxury items from stores like Gucci and Tiffany & Co., and laser
body sculpting.

One of the recovered bodies was that of a former Army sergeant first class who was thought to have
been buried at a veterans' cemetery, said FBI agent Andrew Cohen.

When investigators exhumed the wooden casket at the cemetery, they found the remains of a person
of a different gender inside, he said. The veteran, who was not identified in court, was later given a
funeral with full military honors at Pikes Peak National Cemetery, he said.

The corpse abuse revelations spurred changes to Colorado's lax funeral home regulations.

The AP previously reported that the Hallfords missed tax payments, were evicted from one of their
properties and were sued for unpaid bills, according to public records and interviews with people who
worked with them.

In a rare decision, state District Judge Eric Bentley last year rejected previous plea agreements
between the Hallfords and prosecutors that called for up to 20 years in prison. Family members of the
deceased said the agreements were too lenient.
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��������	
�	����
�
����	
	����������	��
�������������
��	�������	����������
��������	�����	�
������	� !�	������
	����
���	���	�����"���	�
	�#����������
���	����������������
 ����$������
�������
������%�	���#���������$
��������������
���$��!������%�����%	�
	�����
�������
!!������	�����
	���������
����	���������%�	���� �	��	
	��&#������������������!�����'%�����%�
���	���#���������$
���������!�����(%�����%�"��	������������$���
	����$���������
��)���
���* ���
��+����	�
	�#��������,�����
������ �����	�������
	���	��
���� 	�)���
���	�������������	�
	��	
	����	�
���
���	���������� ���������
	���	��	��� �������	�%�	���� �	��	
	��&�����	����!�����������$�#��������,�����
��������!�����(%�����%�
���
������$������	���$
�����	�
	������ ���������
������	�������
���	�
	����	�����������)���
���* ���
��+����-�����	
�����
���
�	�����	�
	��� ���!�����	�.#��������,�/����
����$������������
	���	��
��&01 	���
	��
!!�����	��#��������,���������2	����
����	���&-.�����
���)���
���* ���
��+���/�����������������.#��������,�/����
����	��
��%0�	���� �	��	
	��&�-
����
�������������$�	�����
����������
��������������������	��
��&�3��������
�� 	��
��� �	��
	�����!���	�����$�.#��������,�/����
����
��� ������&03���1
������4� �	�������5,��67��������!	&�(%�����%����"�����	�
	�#��������,�������������
���������!
�	��$��	���������������
�������	��
	������	�������
���)���
���* ���
��+���%�	���� �	��	
	��&3�����
�������� �������	���#���������$
����,���
�� �	�
�����	��	���
����8��	�����$����	���
�����	����%���������	���8��	�����$���	���
�����	����%�$�
 ��
���	��	�� ����	��$���������	��
���
������&3���� �	�
�����������	��!���$��
�!
�	�� �
��
�� �	��$��
�
����	���#���������$
������
�������	�	����	�%�� 	��	������
���	�
	��$���
�	��������	������	��$��
������
���
		������$����$���	���!�
��	�5��
���
����
����$���
�9 ���	��
�&4� �	��������������
	����	��:
���������
���)���
���* ���
��+������������������	����!�����$�	����������
�� �	�����*��&��;&3���� �	��
��"����������
�$��$�	���#���������$
��������
�
���*
����
		������<����=&�������	%������
����	�
�
��
����$��������	�$���	����
�	����&��	�� ���������
��������	���
		���������$��������������	����������
���%�	���<� ��
�����	
�	���
��
�
����
��"������������	������!�����	��������� 	�������	���������
����!����&3��������	��
	������	�������"��	����
��������7��
�����	��	���
�
���)���������$�6�� !
	���
��
������$������
��:�������%���������������	����	
	�,��1�
����$�=��	���
��%�����	���)���
��������!	�����������
�����!��	�������������������	�����	�
	������������
	�����$�	�����
��,���
���
���� ���&�3���
�
���)���������$�6�� !
	���
��
������$������
��:��������	�������	
�	���	�����
	������������)�!
�	���	�	����!��	�)���
��&3�������������
����������������
�����!�
��	��
�� 	������
���)���
�����$��������	����	���$ ���
������&�!�����
�����$����	���
�
���)���������$�6�� !
	���
��
������$������
��:��������
�� 	�)���
��������!	����������%����
	����!�������2�� 	���
���
�����
��
�	�
	�	���$ ���
�������
���$� �����������������
��� ���	
�����$������!���	���%�
!!��2��
	���'��$�	 �������9
���
�����>�����$� �����	�"�������
	������
���&��������
�������"��
	���	�� �
�����$�����	
��
���!
!����������$����)���
��&



���������	

���
���������������������������
��
���������������������� !��
��������������"��������������������������
������
�
#�������������
������
���
��������
"�����$����������
��$�����
�%���
�&�����$��������������������
�'
�������
�����������
�(�)�����������������������
���*��
���������(



��������	
�	�
�
	�����	��

���	��
����	�����	��
��	����	�
�	
�����	
����
	���	���� 		!"#$%&'()	*+	,-..	*/0	1(2+(/#(3	40	5.556�����	��
���	7���8����9�
�:���
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Story byDanielV.Ramirez* 1mo* 3 min read

L Lance Peck, wearing an oxygen tank backpack, appearing for his sentencing on Oct. 30.
Daniel V. Ramirez, EastldahoNews.com
© East Idaho News



POCATELLO na a filled courtroom in Pocatello, families of victims
whose remains were allegedly lost, neglected, or partially delivered
will wait longer for justice after Lance Peck's plea agreement was
thrown out.

Peck, the former owner of Downard Funeral Home, accepted a plea

agreement in August.

Top 10

Consolidation...

| |

bestmoney.com

RELATED
|
Former owner of Downard Funeral Home officially

pleads guilty after taking plea agreement

He agreed to plead guilty to five felonies and four misdemeanors

involving falsifying records, unprofessional conduct by a funeral

director, and unlawful control of the disposition of remains of a
deceased person. He was initially charged with 22 felonies and 63

misdemeanors.

Peck appeared before District Judge Javier Gabiola on Thursday.
During the hearing, Gabiola informed the court that, after reviewing
the documents, he would not accept the plea agreement. He did not

give a reason for his decision.

The initial plea agreement was binding to the court and
recommended a sentence for Peck of three to 10 years in prison.

As a result, Peck withdrew his guilty plea, and the court scheduled a

status conference for Dec. 1. The case now heads toward a potential
trial.

Q. Search the web &
Discover News Science Technology Crime Pc

cadavers that families had donated for scientific research hadn't been
delivered to the university by the funeral home, and that at least one

body hadn't been returned to its family after it was used.

RELATED
|
Downard Funeral Home owner signs plea agreement,

admits to sending fake remains to families

RELATED Extensive decay, thousands of flies, atrocious smell:
What newly unsealed documents reveal about Downard Funeral
Home

During a police raid of the funeral home, police found several bodies,
one of which was decaying on the floor of the garage.

Pocatello 37°F 833
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There were also 11 bodies associated with altered documents, and
one body had no documentation whatsoever.

A significant number of other irregularities were found related to the

disposal of remains.

Apple iPhone
17 Pro Max...
Verizon Wireless

"This nightmare is continuing"
After the hearing was adjourned, EastIdahoNews.com spoke with

family members whose loved ones were taken to Downard Funeral

Home.

Some of the individuals who attended the hearing came from as far

away as North Carolina, hoping to put this dark moment behind
them.

Driving a friend from Oregon, Judy Boozer said she had met Rhonda
D'Amico after she had moved there to get away from Pocatello.

"Beyond frustrated... She's been here before to do a victim

statement, and now she's again, not able to do so, and this

nightmare is continuing," Boozer said.

D'Amico's husband was taken to Downard, and she is unsure where
his remains are. She believes they may have been thrown away.

"The hardest part for me is that all of my memories of my husband,

Eric, are now punctuated with a memory of what (Peck) did at the
end of (Eric's) life," D'Amico said.

RELATED
|
Woman wonders where her husband's body is 7

months into Downard Funeral Home investigation

Her husband, Eric Paul D'Amico, was a teacher in the Pocatello area

and taught at Pocatello-Chubbuck School District 25 for 33 years.



L Rhonda D'Amico holding a folder of photos of her late husband, Eric DAmico, and her
victim mpact statement. Daniel V. Ramirez, EastidahoNews.com
© East Idaho News

Eric died of cancer. At the end of his ife, Rhonda and he would go to
Texas to learn to two-step and renew their vows.

Rhonda said Peck was a family friend and believes he does not care
and that this is another way for him to delay taking accountability.

"The prosecutor has told us that he intends to work hard and quickly
to bring us to some kind of accountability for Peck," Rhonda said. "I

am deeply disappointed that Lance has another day where he's

walking free, and am still in the chains that am in from what he did

to us."

Kathy Packard, whose father's remains have not been located, was
still struggling to come to terms with the revelation from Gabiola

following the hearing.

Packard showed EastidahoNews.com a locket on her neck, which was

meant to hold part of her father's ashes, but couldn't, because she

didn't have them. She said her father died on Nov. 13, 2020, and she

has been struggling with this issue for nearly five years.

"| was hoping that he would be handcuffed and walked out of the
court... that's what everybody's waiting for," Packard said. "He gets to

walk free and do whatever, and I'm still stuck."

The post 'This nightmare is continuing:
'
Judge rejects Lance Peck plea

agreement. Case heads to potential trial appeared first on East Idaho

News.
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Mark Kelly says this 'exciting'
scientific find raises questions of
life beyond Earth

383

Story by Ben Blanchet» 16h* 2 minread

Pipe Bomb Suspect Captured

Retired astronaut and current Sen. Mark Kelly (D-Ariz.)
celebrated NASA's "pretty exciting" announcement on Thursday after

the space agency highlighted how scientists found sugars essential

for life on samples of a near-Earth asteroid.

While the discovery of the sugars glucose and ribose which
NASA's OSIRIS-REx spacecraft gathered from the asteroid Bennu

did not indicate "evidence of life," the findings show that "building
blocks of biological molecules were widespread throughout the solar

system," according to NASA.

Ad

50 Holiday
Inspired...

Fred Meyer®

News: Here's Why Trump Officials Are Targeting The Hepatitis B

Shot

The space agency noted that the sugars deoxyribose which wasn't
found in the samples and ribose are key building blocks of DNA
and RNA on Earth.

Continue reading
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Story by Emlyn Travis * 3h » 2 min read

A GoFundMe established for Spodicks family noted that his death

was "sudden and heartbreaking."

we
:

L Barry King/Wirelmage Chad Spodick in 2010
© Barry King/Wirelmage

Chad Spodick, a contestant on the reality dating series Finding Prince

Charming, has died. He was 42, per PEOPLE.

His death was confirmed by a GoFundMe page set up by his loved

ones on Thursday.

"Our hearts are shattered as we share the devastating news of the
loss of our beautiful, kind, and generous son, brother and friend

Chad," a statement on the page read. "His passing was sudden and

heartbreaking, and we are still struggling to comprehend a world
without his light."
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