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A public meeting will 
be held at 6 p.m., Thurs-

day, Feb. 22 at the Emmett 
Public Library to discuss 
mitigation fund usage. 
Idaho Department of Fish 
and Game Biologist Joe 
Kozfkay will be avail-
able to answer questions 
and concerns about how 
IDFG mitigation funds 
will be used, restocking 
schedules, improvements 
and future plans for the 
Payette River and Black 
Canyon Reservoir.

This meeting is a 
follow-up meeting orga-
nized by Tim Buchta of 
the Payette River Recov-
ery Mission. The public is 

encouraged to attend. The 
Emmett Public Library is 
at 275 S. Hayes St.
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MITIGATION MONEY 
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In November 2016, the 

IDFG received funds from 
the 2013 mitigation with 
the BOR. The mitigation 
was the result of a prob-
lem that occurred in 2013 
when the BOR drew water 
levels down in the Black 
Canyon Diversion Dam as 
part of the scheduled con-
struction plan of a third 

hydroelectric generating 
unit.

At that time, according 
to a BOR official, freez-
ing weather, ice jams and 
sediment flow during the 
winter draw-down created 
the negative impact. The 
impacted fisheries at the 
Black Canyon Reservoir 
and lower Payette River 
included over 12 different 
species of fish including 
large and small mouth 
bass, black crappie, yellow 
perch and channel catfish.

The sediment flow into 
the Lower Payette River 
also impacted riparian 

habitat to existing Payette 
River Wildlife Manage-
ment Area segment in-
cluding the Emmett Seg-
ment or Birding Island.

Part of the mitigation 
settlement is $360,000 
which continues to sit in a 
trust fund awaiting plans 
and implementation by 
the IDFG. The mitiga-
tion agreement between 
IDFG and BOR has very 
specific categories that the 
received funds may only 
be used for. The funds 
cannot be diverted to 
other projects.

Public meeting to discuss Payette River mitigation fund usage 
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The story of Jay Sisler 
and his dogs ran in the 
Feb. 7, Messenger Index.

The article should have 
read Jay passed away in 
1995. It stated Joy passed 
away in 2017. The Messen-
ger Index incorrectly wrote 
the wrong information.

We apologize for any 
heartache this has caused 
the family or friends. We 
regret this error.

Our intent with the 
article was to honor Jay 
and Joy.

In a conversation with 
Joy, she said, “I am very 
much alive!”
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NAMPA — State and 
local agriculture leaders 
concerned about shrink-
ing farmland discussed 
Tuesday how to lessen the 
loss of acreage.

Hundreds of people met 
for the fifth annual 2018 
Ag Forum hosted by the 
Nampa Chamber of Com-
merce at the Ford Idaho 
Center.

“Decisions made now 
will influence the amount 
of farmland loss,” said 
Jodi Brandt, who teaches 
at Boise State University’s 
College of Innovation and 
Design.

In a presentation, 
Brandt demonstrated how 
projected growth in the 
Treasure Valley would 
dramatically reduce the 
amount of local agricul-
tural land. If the Treasure 
Valley’s population contin-
ues to grow at the current 
rate, the area would lose 
190,000 acres of farmland 
by 2100. A higher growth 
rate could mean the loss of 
220,000 acres.

Brandt said Idaho’s 
rapid growth meant losing 

farmland was inevitable. 
The study estimated the 
Treasure Valley would lose 
anywhere from 31 percent 
to 64 percent agricultural 
land by 2100.

Brandt sat on a panel 
alongside Lemhi Regional 
Land Trust Chairman 
Merrill Beyeler and Ex-
ecutive Director Kristin 
Troy; Canyon County 
Development Services 
Director Patricia Nilsson; 
and Republican state Sen. 
Todd Lakey of Nampa.

Panelists discussed 
ways communities, land 
owners, farmers and lo-

cal governments could 
work together to preserve 
Treasure Valley farmland. 
Suggestions included city 
and county agricultural 
easement programs, more 
land-use restrictions and 
more tax incentives for 
farm owners.

“The best way to 
preserve agriculture is to 
make sure that farmers 
make money,” Nilsson 
with Canyon County said.

Troy with the land trust 
said each community 
should identify key ranch 
and farm land their local 
economy could not afford 

to lose.
The Lemhi Regional 

Land Trust — a conser-
vation organization that 
offers ranch owners incen-
tives and options to keep 
their ranches intact — has 
protected a total of 14,000 
acres of ranch land in 
Lemhi and Custer coun-
ties, Troy said.

“You — as a community 
— need to decide if your 
ag land is worth making 
that choice,” she said.

Nampa Mayor Deb-
bie Kling moderated the 
panel with Doug Lamm 
from Nichols Accounting 
Group. Kling said it was 
important for cities like 

Nampa to not only be cau-
tious when expanding city 
limits, but also consider 
implementing things such 
as agricultural easements 
for long-term protection.

“For now, the city can be 
strategic in our growth,” 
Kling said.

Meridian High School 
senior Ashton Shaul won 
the FFA student competi-
tion to present the forum’s 
keynote speech. Shaul 
spoke passionately about 
the potential benefits of 
biotechnology in Idaho’s 
agricultural industry.

“In the next 30 years, 
the world population will 
reach close to 10 billion 

people, meaning farmers 
will have to produce 70 
percent more food than 
they do today, on less land 
than before,” Shaul said.

Shaul, who will at-
tend University of Idaho 
this fall, challenged the 
community leaders in the 
audience to use urbaniza-
tion as an opportunity 
to revolutionize farming 
practices in Idaho. Pre-
serving Idaho’s agricul-
tural industry would have 
to include more than just 
land conservation efforts, 
Shaul said.

“Unless we make signifi-
cant changes in the next 
few years, we risk losing 
our status as an agricul-
tural powerhouse,” Shaul 
said. “The growth in our 
state and the reduction in 
our farmland is inevitable. 
But what we do in our re-
sponse will determine our 
success for generations to 
come. Urbanization does 
not have to be death of the 
agricultural industry.”

Nicole Foy covers Can-
yon County and Hispanic 
affairs. You can reach her 
at 208-465-8107 and 
follow her on Twitter @
nicoleMfoy

Annual Ag Forum calls for active preservation of agricultural land

Idaho Gov. Butch Otter greets Nampa Mayor Debbie Kling 

before the start of the Nampa Chamber of Commerce Ag 

Forum at the Ford Idaho Center in Nampa Tuesday.
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Nampa Mayor Debbie Kling begins the panel discussion at 

the 2018 Ag Forum at the Ford Idaho Center Tuesday.
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The Gem County Fire District #1 recently in-
creased by 11 new firefighters - Gene Dunham, Steve 
Nebeker, Jody Harlin, Skyler Hein, Joanna Taylor, 
Don Jones, Ken Sheldon, Tawnya Stallions, Bob Snow, 
Jordan McKie, Jared Heikes and Walker Halone.

To earn this position, they were required to 
complete 120 hours of class time. This was done 
with weekly work of 8-10 hours weekdays and seven, 
8-hour Sundays. There were also weekly reading 
assignments, quizzes, tests and discussion board 
discussions.

They worked on a total of 158 skills. Sunday offered 
a change of pace from books by practicing hands-on 
skills.

They needed to pass the final exam with a mini-
mum score of 75 percent and pass 10 skills.

The classes were conducted with instructors Kyle 
Welch and Mike Welch.

The district commissioners are pleased to have 
the increase in personnel, which also mean better 
response to any incident.

11 firefighters 
earn helmets

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Gem County Fire District No. 1 has 11 new firefighters. They recently completed the firefighter 1 training class. Front row from the 

right are, Steve Nebeker, Jody Harlin, Skyler Hein, Joanna Taylor and Don Jones. Back row, Ken Sheldon, Tawnya Stallions, Bob 

Snow, Jordan McKie, Jared Heikes and Walker Halone. Gene Dunham is not pictured.


