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State Senate

lEGISlATIVE DISTRICT 14

REpUBlICAn pRIMARy 

C Scott Grow, Eagle
208-807-0316

cscottgrowforidaho.com
Facebook: 

C. Scott Grow for State Senate

Ted Hill, Eagle
tedhill4idaho.com   

Facebook page: Edward Hill

InDEpEnDEnT CAnDIDATE 

Ellen B. Spencer 
(will be on November ballot; 

see answers online)

What do you hope to 
accomplish if elected?

C Scott Grow: As Vice Chair 
- Senate Local Government & Taxa-
tion Committee, I plan to:

1. Sponsor a bill to REDUCE 
RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY TAXES.

2. Sponsor a bill to ELIMINATE THE 
SALES TAX ON GROCERIES

As a member of the Senate 
Finance Committee, I will support 
legislation to:

1. Reduce traffi  c congestion by 
WIDENING CHINDEN BLVD. and 
HIGHWAY 44 to the Canyon County 
border; and  EXTEND HIGHWAY 16 
FROM CHINDEN TO THE FREEWAY.

2. PROPERLY FUND PUBLIC 
EDUCATION, TEACHERS’ SALARIES 
and CAREER TECH TRAINING

Ted Hill: The challenges of our 
time will require strong and decisive 
leadership from tested leaders that 
can perform in the most challenging 
of environments.  Idaho needs a 
fi ghter, unwavering in determination 
in protecting our rights, our liberties 
and our Constitution.  I cannot sit idly 
by.  I feel it is my duty to step forward 
and do my part for my State and 

my country and meet these critical 
challenges. 

What experience has prepared 
you for this offi  ce?

C Scott Grow: In the Senate 
I serve as the Vice Chair-Local 
Government & Taxation Commit-
tee; member of the Joint Finance 
& Appropriations Committee; and 
the Judiciary & Rules Committee.  
Experience in Idaho State revenue 
forecasting; budget review and 
fi nalization for all State depart-
ments. 

30 years’ experience as a small 
business owner, CPA and income 
tax expert. National Tax Committee 
of American Institute of CPAs.

West Ada School Board Trustee 
for two terms and a leader in the 
Idaho School Boards Assn.

Ted Hill: LEADERSHIP. I was 
a Navy fi ghter pilot for over 28 
years, deploying in three combat 
deployments. I was a Squad-
ron Commander for 12 F/A-18 
Hornets, leading 230 personnel and 
responsible for over $400 million 
in assets.  I was a Deputy Air Wing 
Commander for 6 squadrons, lead-
ing 1100 personnel and responsible 
for over $2 billion in assets. Worked 
on Special Projects, making vital 
contributions to our military force 
eff ectiveness and infl uencing deci-
sions at the highest levels within 
the military.

What changes, if any, would 
you support related to state 
funding of public education?

C Scott Grow: The Idaho 
Constitution requires the State to 
provide a comparable public school 
education for Idaho students.  
Some school districts receive more 
per student than others.  

The West Ada District receives 
less state funding per student than 
most districts in the State.  It also 
has some of the highest bonded 
indebtedness due to the construc-
tion of new buildings.  This puts a 
BURDEN ON RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY 
TAXES.  
• I will ADVOCATE FOR NEW WAYS 
TO DECREASE COSTS AND PROPERLY 
FUND PUBLIC EDUCATION.

Ted Hill: We need to be more 
innovative in our education 
programs.  We keep spending 
more money and not getting 
results.   With this current crisis, 
the West Ada School District has 
been unable to respond eff ectively 
with an on-line backup school for 
our students.  The balance of the 
school year has been lost and at a 
serious detriment to our students.  
Failures such as these demand new 
leadership.  Time to break the cycle 
and move forward.

What do you see as Idaho’s 
prison system’s most 
important needs and how 
would you address those?  

C Scott Grow: Our prisons are 
at maximum capacity.  We are cur-
rently sending hundreds of Idaho 
prisoners to out-of-state facilities.  
This year alone that cost us more 
than $40 million.  For that annual 
cost, we could build permanent 
facilities for non-violent and white 
collar prisoners and keep our 
prisoners in Idaho.  

Also, more low risk prisoners 
could be involved in work release 
programs, preparing them for re-
entry into society.  

Ted Hill: Fund prisons to keep 
the criminals off  our streets.  No 
early release of violent off enders.  
Rehabilitation and work training 
programs should be available to 
prepare them to return into society, 
be productive citizens and not end 
up as a repeat off ender.  

What do you see as Idaho ‘s 
most important health care 
system needs and how would 
you address those?

C Scott Grow: The COVID-19 
Pandemic has placed an enormous 
burden upon our hospitals and 
health care givers.  We must make 
sure that we are providing all the 
fi nancial and logistical support that 
they need in order to protect our 
health and to avoid a second wave 
of the virus.  

We also need more residency 
positions in Idaho to train interns.  
Idaho cooperates with medical 
schools in Utah and Washington 
to provide openings for Idaho 
students. 

We also must expand telehealth 
eff orts to reach all citizens.  

Ted Hill: We need an effi  cient 
healthcare system that meets the 
needs of all our citizens.  Having 
as many choices as possible in an 
open healthcare exchange is the 
best way to lower costs.  I will not 
support the pursuit of a single 
healthcare system.  That would be 
disaster of all of us.  

What changes to income, 
sales, and property tax 
policies would you support?

C Scott Grow: Idahoans carry 
one of the highest tax burdens in 
the western states.  

Residential property taxes must 
be reduced.  Ada County taxes in-
creased more than 40% in the last 
two years.  Older citizens on fi xed 
incomes are particularly hurt.  I 
have been appointed to a statewide 
legislative committee to fi nd a 
solution.  I will sponsor legislation 
to implement it. 

Sales tax on groceries needs to be 
eliminated.  I will sponsor legisla-
tion to do that.  Personal income 
tax rates also need to be reduced.

Ted Hill: Property taxes are the 
biggest challenge for our com-
munity.  Home values are going up 
beyond the capacity for some to 
pay the new taxes.  We have to pre-
vent this and limit these increases.  
Idaho sales taxes and income taxes 
are relatively high compared to 
some other states. We should strive 
to always lower taxes, but most 
importantly strive to get the most 
out of our tax dollar. 

What measures do you 
support in updating Idaho’s 
voting processes?

C Scott Grow: The Secretary 
of State for Idaho is charged with 
designing and implementing the 
voting process statewide.  The 
county clerks and county election 
offi  cials are responsible to protect 
and count the votes.  I commend 
these offi  cials for the work they do. 

This year, because of the COVID-19 
Pandemic, we are all being asked 
to vote by absentee ballot.  This 
presents new challenges for these 
offi  cials and for the voters.  

If this process works effi  ciently, it 
could become the norm in the future. 

Ted Hill: A mail-in absentee 
vote for this next primary will 
dramatically lower participation. 
People cannot complain about their 
government when barely 1/3 of 
the eligible Republicans normally 
vote.  This mail in election could be 
far, far less. Special interest groups 
can mobilize and dominate the 
outcomes. Fraudulent activities are 
a big risk. Mail in ballots are not a 
good voting solution, but we have 
little choice this time. Maybe we 
should consider voting on Satur-
days to enhance participation.

What are the biggest 
transportation priorities for 
Idaho in the next 20 years and 
how should the state prepare 
now to fund those projects?

C Scott Grow: Traffi  c conges-
tion is a problem, particularly in 
western Ada County.  We need to 
widen Chinden Blvd and Highway 
44 all the way to the Canyon 
County Border.  We also need to 
extend Highway 16 from Chinden 

to the freeway, which will help to 
alleviate traffi  c on Eagle Road.  
I will support legislation to fund 
those projects. 

When possible, we need to have 
major businesses assist with the 
construction of needed infrastruc-
ture.  COSTCO has agreed to do 
that around their new building in 
Meridian.

Ted Hill: Infrastructure, or lack 
of it, is one of the most important 
concerns for people in the Treasure 
Valley. We are now facing severe 
congestion that will only get worse. 
There needs to be a State led 
strategic planning board bringing 
together State, County and City 
government offi  cials and transpor-
tation and infrastructure concerns 
to develop a plan that looks 20 
years into the future and prepares 
for that future. It is essential that 
we provide an effi  cient infrastruc-
ture to entice business to come

Do you support local option 
sales tax authority for all 
cities and counties?

C Scott Grow: Local option sales 
taxes place additional fi nancial 
burdens upon our citizens.  I do 
not support giving that authority 
for all cities and counties.  With 
the high unemployment we are 
experiencing, now is certainly not 
the time to add additional taxes on 
our residents. 

In the future, there may be 
certain instances where such 
authorization might make sense.  I 
would have to carefully evaluate 
any specifi c proposal before I could 
support giving the additional tax-
ing authority in that situation. 

Ted Hill: I do not support a local 
option for sales tax.  This could be-
come quite burdensome to people 
within these communities and in 
the end would be detrimental to 
that local economy. People will just 
go somewhere else.  Keep these 
taxes at the State level.  

DISTRICT 14, HOUSE SEAT A

No contested primary races

Mike Moyle, Republican, Star

Cindy Currie, Independent, Eagle
(see answers online)

DISTRICT 14, HOUSE SEAT B

REpUBlICAn pRIMARy

Gayann DeMordaunt, Eagle 
(no response)

Josh Tanner, Eagle 
(no response)

DEMOCRAT

Shelley Brock, Eagle 
(uncontested primary; 

see answers online)

Idaho Senate

lEGISlATIVE DISTRICT 15

REpUBlICAn pRIMARy
Sarah A Clendenon, Boise 

(no response)

Fred S. Martin, Boise
208-447-9000

Fred4Idaho.com
Facebook: Senator Fred S. Martin

DEMOCRAT 

Rick Just, Boise 
(uncontested primary; 

see answers online)

What do you hope to 
accomplish if elected?

Fred S. Martin: Continue to 
work on: Education, Healthcare, 
Transportation, and access to public 
lands. I have and will continue 
to work especially on: Medicaid 
expansion, suicide prevention, 
mental health programs, access to 
health care for all, funding for all 
levels of education (especially for 
higher education and vocational 
programs), “Primacy” (control over 
clean air, water and land), Immuni-
zation programs, keep the “Indigent 
and Catastrophic” program properly 
funded, and access to public lands.

What experience has prepared 
you for this offi  ce?

Fred S. Martin: Former: Teacher, 
educator, Aide & Boise Bureau Chief 
to a U.S. Congressman, Business 
owner, CEO, Father, Grandfather, 
Army Medic, Executive Director of 
the Citizen’s for Local Government 
Committee. Co-Chairman of the 
Economic Outlook and Revenue 
Assessment Committee, Chairman 
of the Senate Health and Welfare 
Committee. Member: Health and 
Welfare Board, Idaho Immunization 
Assessment Board, Idaho Council 
on Suicide Prevention Board, 
Idahoans for Healthcare and Early 
Childhood Coordination Council.

What changes, if any, would 
you support related to state 
funding of public education?

Fred S. Martin: We have great 
schools, teachers and administra-
tors now. We need to tell our teach-
ers that they are doing great job. 
We have worked hard to increase 
the funding for K-12. We have 
increased teacher pay for beginning 
teachers and this last session for 
master teachers. We have not 
done as will for our Colleges and 
Universities.  We need to continue 
to emphasize and fund Vocational 
Education programs.   

What do you see as Idaho’s 
prison system’s most 
important needs and how 
would you address those?  

Fred S. Martin: Work to return 
all inmates that are out of State. 
Use the saving from Medicaid 
expansion to increase funding 
for the Corrections Department. 
Sentencing reform. 

What do you see as Idaho ‘s 
most important health care 
system needs and how would 
you address those?

Fred S. Martin: I was the author 
and Senate fl oor sponsor of the 
“Idaho Medicaid Expansion Act”.  
This bill made sure that the will of 
the electorate was fulfi lled by fully 
implementing Medicaid Expan-
sion in Idaho without using any 
new Idaho tax dollars. I was the 
co-author and Senate fl oor sponsor 
of the “Idaho TeleHealth Access Act”, 
being used by 1000’s of health care 
providers to lower costs and im-
prove accessibility to quality health. 
I setup “211” a three digit number to 
get to the Idaho Suicide Hotline.

What changes to income, 
sales, and property tax 
policies would you support?

Fred S. Martin: I was the co-
sponsor of the Property Tax Relief 
Act”. I have worked for and will 
continue to work for eliminating 
the Sales Tax on groceries.

I voted to lower the personal in-
come tax rate from 7.3 to 6.9%. We 
need to: keep taxes as low as pos-
sible, provide the best education 
for our children and grandchildren, 
adequately fund essential services 
and make Idaho a people-friendly 
and business-friendly place.

What measures do you 
support in updating Idaho’s 
voting processes?

Fred S. Martin: Encourage vote 
by mail, voting by absentee ballot.

What are the biggest 
transportation priorities for 
Idaho in the next 20 years and 
how should the state prepare 
now to fund those projects?

Fred S. Martin: Find additional 
funding sources for transportation 
other than the gas tax. This last session 
we passed (the Governor vetoed) 
H325 “The Transportation Expansion 
and Congestion Mitigation Act”.  This 
bill would have increased the transfer 
from the general fund from 1% to 2%, 
an estimated increase of $18 million 
to go to road and bridges. With the 
Chinden Blvd project from Eagle Road 
to Star Road, work with private and 
public money to get the job done.  

Do you support local option 
sales tax authority for all 
cities and counties?

Fred S. Martin: Yes, if written 
properly 

DISTRICT 15, HOUSE SEAT A

No contested primaries

DEMOCRAT 

Steve Berch, Boise 
(see answers online)

COnSTITUTIOn pARTy 

David W.  Hartigan, Boise 
(will be on November ballot)

REpUBlICAn 

patrick E McDonald, Boise 

DISTRICT 15, HOUSE SEAT B

No contested primaries

DEMOCRAT 

Jake Ellis, Boise 
(see answers online)

REpUBlICAn 

Codi Galloway, Boise 
(see answers online)

Editor’s note

The Idaho Press partnered with 
the League of Women Voters to 
present this voter guide. 

This is our guide for Ada County 
voters, and our guide for Canyon 
County voters will run Sunday. 

You can also fi nd candidates’ 
survey responses online at 
www.vote411.org. 

Due to space restrictions, the 
printed guide only includes 
answers from candidates 
in contested primary races. 
Candidates were given a limit of 
500 character for their responses 
and were responsible for spelling 
and grammar.

C M

Y K


