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RYAN KERBY

Incumbent
Party: Republican
Age: 66
Residence: New Plymouth
Education: HS diploma-Lapwai, 

Idaho, BS Math, Biola , Master’s 
from College of Idaho, Ed Specialist 
from University of Idaho

Occupation and relevant 
work experience: Retired educa-
tor, 21 years teaching, 21 years 
administration

Past relevant political expe-
rience: Have been a Representa-
tive in the Idaho Legislature for the 
past four years

Have you ever fi led bank-
ruptcy for yourself or for your 
business? no

Have you been convicted of 
any misdemeanor or felony 
charges? no

Why are you running for this 
offi  ce?

I would like to see Idaho’s quality 
of life improved, and that is going 
to take an improvement in the 
quality of our workforce. We need 
businesses who pay well to be 
able to expand, and high paying 
companies to move to Idaho. We 
have been told many times that 
Idaho doesn’t have enough trained 
workers for this to happen on 
a large scale. My intention is to 
continue improving our education 
system so more of our high school 
graduates are prepared to meet 
the workforce demands to improve 
our economy. We have done a 
good job increasing career techni-
cal certifi cation opportunities in 
K-12 the last four years.

What are your top three 
priorities, if elected?

1) Keep improving our K-12 
education system to where it is 
one of the best and most highly 
respected in the country during 
the next 7-10 years. Do this while 
continuing to make very judicious 
use of available funds. We made 
some good moves with the Idaho 
Reading Indicator this session, 
and expect that will improve 
students reading skills. Also, we 
need to continue increasing the 
percentage of students getting 
CTE certifi cates while in HS, and 
increase the number going on for 
some sort of post-secondary train-
ing or education.

2) Get rid of the sales tax on 
groceries. I have worked on this my 
fi rst four years, and I think there 
are fi nally enough legislators on 
board to pass this.

3) Continue to improve the 
Criminal Justice System, and 
make it more effi  cient. A group of 
legislators I worked this last ses-
sion with got a bill through which 
will reduce county criminal justice 
expenses by over $9 million. It will 
reduce Magistrate Judge time and 
the number of cases counties will 
have to pay for criminal defense 
for indigents, as well as reduce the 
number of jail inmate days.

Why should voters select you 
over your opponent(s)?

I believe I have the passion, 
skills, and personality to help put 
solutions together to improve 
Idaho’s quality of life, and to help 
get these ideas through the legis-
lature. That is what I have done the 
past four years.

Idahoans in the Medicaid 

gap have remained largely 
uninsured for the past six 
years. What action, if any, do 
you think will best address 
the gap?

I have worked hard on this, es-
pecially trying to get primary care 
for these folks. That would reduce 
indigent costs for counties and for 
the Catastrophic Health Fund. We 
will eventually need a combination 
of primary care and hospitaliza-
tion, along with some pharmacy. I 
would like a work requirement, as 
well as drug testing.

Should cities and counties in 
Idaho, not just resort towns, 
be able to bring a local option 
tax before voters to fund 
specifi c needs or projects?

This is a tough question since 
we want local control, but we also 
need some sort of consistency 
around the state. So far I have 
been opposed. I would want to see 
the specifi c legislation. Cities and 
counties can run bond levies, and 
putting additional sales tax on top 
of property tax is where the rub 
lies for me.

Canyon County experi-
ences the highest rate of child 
deaths due to faith healing 
in the state. How will you 
address it?

I have been in the middle on 
this tough question, but am now 
leaning more to the side of the 
children. It would again depend on 
the specifi c legislation. The suff er-
ing I hear about makes me sick. I 
am certainly glad my parents took 
me to the doctor/hospital rather 
than making me suff er and possi-
bly die. I couldn’t possibly have let 
my kids suff er knowing there was 
help available. This whole thing is 
troublesome. This issue joins teen 
suicide and human traffi  cking as 
social issues I would really like to 
see some improvement over the 
next few years.

Idaho lawmakers passed one 
of the biggest tax cuts this ses-
sion. But the grocery tax — 
which a majority of Idahoans 
poll against — stayed intact. 
What tax measures are in your 
sight if you take offi  ce? 

Getting rid of the sales tax on 
groceries is one of my three top 
priorities listed above. Hopefully 
we can get this done in the 2019 
session.

Tuition rates at public col-
leges have soared in recent 
years. What are your plans on 
education aff ordability?

Both Health and Welfare and the 
Criminal Justice System have taken 
larger slices of the state budget 
pie the last 20 years, and the loser 
has been higher education support 
from the state. I would like to see 
more effi  ciencies in those two pro-
grams so higher ed could get their 
money back . I worked hard to get 
more scholarship money to these 
students this session, and we need 
to keep that moving upward.

What approach should Idaho 
take to fund infrastructure 
needs as the population 
increases?

We raised the gas tax in 2015, 
and we accepted GARVEE funds in 
2017 particularly to improve the 
freeway from to Caldwell to the 
other side of Nampa. Lets watch to 
see how those work for a couple of 
years. I do believe that providing 
adequate infrastructure is a critical 
component of what the legislature 
should be doing, and we’ve done 
a pretty solid job during my four 
years as a Representative.

LORRIE L. RICHINS

Party: Republican
Residence: Fruitland
Age: 51
Education: I attended BYU 

after graduating from high 
school in Anchorage, Alaska. I 
later received special training to 
become a private school teacher in 
Eugene, Oregon. It was there that 
I was mentored in constitutional 

principles and became involved 
with an organization called The In-
stitute for Constitutional Education 
of which I was director for a year. 
I’m currently a Personal and Family 
Empowerment Coach and continue 
to attend courses to improve and 
magnify my skills.

Occupation and relevant 
work experience: Although 
I have had a variety of work 
responsibilities over the years, 
nothing can compare to the 
knowledge, wisdom, and experi-
ence I’ve gained as a mother of 
seven children. As a Personal and 
Family Empowerment Coach, I 
fortify families by helping facilitate 
productive dialogue, solve prob-
lems, and reach desired goals. I 
can recognize where areas need to 
be improved and develop a plan 
accordingly. I believe these skills 
will be useful and are needed as a 
representative for our district.

Past relevant political expe-
rience: This is my fi rst time run-
ning for political offi  ce, although 
I’ve supported fi nancially or held 
open houses for other conservative 
candidates in the past.

Have you ever fi led bank-
ruptcy for yourself or for your 
business? No

Have you been convicted of 
any misdemeanor or felony 
charges? No

Why are you running for this 
offi  ce?

I love Idaho and feel it a privilege 
to have raised our family here. I’m 
a person of principle, a problem 
solver, and passionate about lib-
erty. I prefer to keep things simple 
and use common sense. I’m not 
a professional politician or after 
power or prestige. Rather, I feel it 
a duty to fi ght for our freedoms, 
for all other pursuits of happiness 
hinges upon it. I’m committed to 
faith, freedom and family and all 
other core conservative values. If 
elected, I will be on record as one 
standing up for the constitution.

What are your top three 
priorities, if elected?

In addition to the conservative 
ideals of limited government, 
lowering of taxes, and reasonable 
regulations, I am an advocate of 
the family and will be focused 
on any legislation that would 
compromise parental rights or the 
integrity of the family unit.

Why should voters select you 
over your opponent(s)?

I’m a candidate that represents 
wise, principled leadership with 
strong conservative values. My 
campaign is supported by an 
extensive grass roots eff ort, and I 
am not beholden to any special in-
terest groups. As a representative, I 
know my duty is to the people.

Idahoans in the Medicaid 
gap have remained largely 
uninsured for the past six 
years. What action, if any, do 

you think will best address 
the gap?

Medicaid expansion would cost 
the state heavily as indicated 
by what has happened to other 
states. The more expansion, the 
greater the long term fi nancial 
burden to the tax payers. This gap 
was created by Obamacare and I 
am an advocate of its repeal. We 
have public health care centers 
around the state to help with 
primary care. Also, we need to 
utilize and support more primary 
care doctors who work outside 
of the insurance system. These 
are private practitioners who are 
on a cash only basis who are not 
inundated with the burdens of 
the insurance processing. Their 
overhead is minimized, the cost 
to the patient is dramatically 
lowered, and the quality of care is 
increased.

Should cities and counties in 
Idaho, not just resort towns, 
be able to bring a local option 
tax before voters to fund 
specifi c needs or projects?

If there is a need that aff ects the 
whole area, the option tax may 
be more acceptable...but most of 
the time it is born on the backs of 
the landowners to pay the tax so a 
select entity can benefi t. As a con-
servative candidate, I would not 
typically advocate for an increase 
in taxation.

Canyon County experi-

ences the highest rate of child 
deaths due to faith healing 
in the state. How will you 
address it?

I understand that this is a most 
unfortunate situation and has 
complex variables to consider. 
Freedom of religion, however, 
is a fundamental right written 
into our constitution and should 
be honored as such. Legislation 
regarding this matter could poten-
tially compromise parental rights 
beyond just this particular issue as 
many laws have unintended con-
sequences. Nevertheless, I consider 
all life of great value and would, of 
course, take very seriously any bill 
that could appropriately address 
this problem.

Idaho lawmakers passed one 
of the biggest tax cuts this ses-
sion. But the grocery tax — 
which a majority of Idahoans 
poll against — stayed intact. 
What tax measures are in your 
sight if you take offi  ce? 

I expect that a repeal of the 
grocery tax bill will present itself 
during the next legislative session 
and if elected, I will add my vote 
in its favor.

Tuition rates at public col-
leges have soared in recent 
years. What are your plans on 
education aff ordability?

It has been determined that 
government subsidies inadver-
tently actually contribute to raising 
college costs rather than making 
the cost more aff ordable for more 
students. As a conservative candi-
date, I advocate less intervention 
from the government.

What approach should Idaho 
take to fund infrastructure 
needs as the population 
increases?

It is importance to prioritze 
the highest need regarding the 
bridges and roads and to focus 
on proper maintenance to avoid 
when possible the added expense 
of replacement fees. I support the 
surplus eliminator being renewed 
and an increase in the percent-
age as both state and local roads 
receive this money.

Editor’s note: Democratic can-
didates Harold F. ‘Ric’ Coles Jr. and 
Edward Savala did not complete a 
survey.

ZACH BROOKS

Party: Republican
Residence: Caldwell
Age: 37
Education: BS in Business 

Administration, emphasis in 
Accounting from Lewis-Clark State 
College.

Occupation and relevant 
work experience: At one time, I 
was an owner/operator of a Papa 
Murphy’s franchise in Boise for 8.5 
years. After selling it, I became an 
investor in real estate, mining, and 
other investment vehicles, both 
short and long term.

Past relevant political expe-
rience: I ran for the Senate 2 years 
ago and lost by 263 votes.

Have you ever fi led bank-
ruptcy for yourself or for your 
business? No.

Have you been convicted of 
any misdemeanor or felony 
charges? No.

Why are you running for this 
offi  ce?

My opponent and I have very dif-
ferent views on the proper role of 
government and how those views 
translate into policy that should be 
supported or not supported. I do 
not believe that it is my responsi-
bility as an elected offi  cial to pro-
tect you from yourself or fi gure out 
how to collect and spend more of 
your hard earned income. Rather, 
my job is to protect your rights to 
life, liberty, and property and that 
includes promoting a responsible, 
fi scally sound state budget that 

GOVERNOR
The gubernatorial race was fl ooded with candidates 

after long-serving Gov. Butch Otter announced he 
would not seek re-election.

The Republican candidates are Tommy Ahlquist, 
Raúl Labrador, Brad Little, Harley Brown, Dalton Can-
nady, Lisa Marie and Steve Pankey.

The Democratic candidates are A.J. Balukoff , Pau-
lette Jordan and Peter Dill.

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
The race for lieutenant governor, a position that acts 

as head of the state Senate and acts as governor while 
the chief executive is out of state, is also crowded.

The fi ve Republican candidates are Marv Hagedorn, 
Janice McGeachin, Bob Nonini, Kelley Packer and 
Steve Yates.

The two Democratic candidates are Kristin Collum 
and Jim Fabe.

SECRETARY OF STATE
The race for the secretary of state, which oversees 

the election process and assists business activity, 
among other roles includes: 

Idaho Secretary of State Lawerence Denney, a 
Republican, faces no primary challengers.

The two Democratic candidates are Joseph J.P. 
Chastain and Jill Humble. 

STATE TREASURER
The state treasurer race only drew three candidates 

this year and all are Republican. So, barring a write-in 
candidate, whichever candidate wins the primary is 
likely to be the state’s next chief fi nancial offi  cer.

The three Republican candidates are Julie Ellsworth, 
Tom Kealey and Vicky McIntyre.

SUPT. OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
The superintendent of public instruction race drew 

two Republicans and two Democrats.
The two Republican candidates are current Supt. 

Sherri Ybarra and her challenger, Jeff  Dillon.
The two Democratic candidates are Allen Humble 

and Cindy Wilson.

ATTORNEY GENERAL
The two candidates in this race are both from 

separate parties.
The only Republican candidate is current attorney 

general Lawrence Wasden
The only Democratic candidate is Bruce Bistline

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 1
In perhaps the most wide-open race this year, 10 

candidates are in the race for the U.S. congressional 
district 1 seat left open by gubernatorial hopeful Raúl 
Labrador.

The seven Republican candidates include Russ 
Fulcher, Alex Gallegos, Nick Henderson, David Leroy, 
Luke Malek, Christy Perry and Michael Snyder.

The three Democratic candidates are Cristina McNeil, 
Michael Smith and James Vandermaas.

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 2
The race for Idaho’s second U.S. congressional 

district includes three candidates: the Republican 
incumbent and two Democratic challengers.

U.S. Rep. Mike Simpson faces no primary challenger.
The two Democratic candidates are Peter Rickards 

and Aaron Swisher.

UNCONTESTED STATE LEGISLATIVE PRIMARIES

LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 9
State Senate: Abby Lee, Republican
State Representative Position A: Allen Schmid, 

Democrat
State Representative Position B: Judy Boyle, 

Republican
State Representative Position B: Chase Van 

Weerdhuizen, Democrat

LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 10
State Senator: Evangeline Beechler, Democrat
State Senator: Jim Rice, Republican
State Representative Position A: Sead Murad-

begovic, Democrat
State Representative Position A: Jarom Wag-

oner, Republican
State Representative Position B: Greg Chaney, 

Republican
State Representative Position B: Chelsea 

Gaona-Lincoln, Democrat

LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 11
State Representative Position B: Brian A. Ertz, 

Democrat

LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 12
State Senator: Chelle Gluch, Democrat
State Senator: Todd Lakey, Republican
State Representative Position A: Robert 

Anderst, Republican
State Representative Position A: Pat Day 

Hartwell, Democrat
State Representative Position B: Rick D. Young-

blood, Republican

LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 13
State Senator: Jeff  C. Agenbroad, Republican
State Representative Position A: Brent J. Crane, 

Republican
State Representative Position B: Chris Ho, 

Democrat

JUDICIAL OFFICES (NONPARTISAN)
Supreme Court Justice: G. Richard Bevan
Appellate Court Judge: David W. Gratton
Appellate Court Judge: Jessica M. Lorello
District Judge — District 3: Bradley S. Ford
District Judge — District 3: Christopher S. Nye
District Judge — District 3: Gene A. Petty
District Judge — District 3: George A. South-

worth
District Judge — District 3: Davis F. VanderVelde
District Judge — District 3: Susan E. Wiebe
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newsroom@idahopress.com

Nampa residents will vote on whether they will 
allow the city to take up to $165 million in debt 
funding to pay for federally mandated wastewater 
upgrades in a bond election May 15.

The revenue bond will impact the city’s sewer rates, 
but will not change the actual upgrades implement-
ed at Nampa’s wastewater treatment plant. The bond 
needs a simple majority to pass. 

If residents pass the bond, it will allow the city to 

pay for the upgrades through a mixture of cash and 
debt funding, which will increase average sewer rates 
about 17 percent steadily over the next several years. 

If residents reject the bond, the city will pay for 
the upgrades with cash only, which will cause sewer 
rates to spike 93 percent in one year, and continue to 
increase until fi scal year 2025, after which rates are 
expected to drop off . 

The ballot question, to be voted on only by Nampa 
residents, will ask voters if they are in favor of issuing 
revenue bonds or against issuing revenue bonds.

Editor’s Note

Candidates were given up to 
250 words for their responses. An-
swers were not edited for spelling 
or grammar. Answers in excess of 
250 words can be found online at 
idahopress.com/elections.

The surveys are arranged by 
seat and candidate responses are 
in alphabetical order.

All candidates in local contested 
primary races were invited to 
complete a survey.

STATEWIDE OFFICE RACE RUN-DOWN

NAMPA WASTEWATER BOND ELECTION

DISTRICT 9 HOUSE SEAT A

DISTRICT 11 STATE SENATE


