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NAMPA — Nine veterans were 
honored this month with Quilts of Valor 
at the Fleet Reserve Association’s local 
annual holiday dinner in Nampa.

“It’s a thank you and a hug from a 
grateful nation,” said Terri Devine, who 
made all of the quilts.

The dinner, on Dec. 14, marked the 
first time the Fleet Reserve Association’s 
Gem State Branch 382 teamed up with 
the Quilts of Valor Foundation to salute 
members of the military who served in 
the U.S. Navy or Marines.

That evening, patriotic red, white and 
blue quilts were awarded to veterans 
impacted by war and other conflict.

“You don’t have to actually be in 
combat, but you have to be impacted 
by conflict,” said Danny Hunt, a retired 
Navy veteran who lives in Meridian 
and is president of the FRA’s Gem State 
Branch 382.

The nine vets who were honored 
served during the Vietnam and Desert 
Storm eras. One had been on a ship 
during the Cuban Missile Crisis, Hunt 
said. Some were listed as “retired,” 
which means they had at least 20 years 
of service in the military.

The honorees included:
■ Hazel Bettencourt of Nampa, a 

Navy vet
■ John Camp of Boise, a Marine 

Corps vet
■ Chuck Crooks of Meridian, Navy 

retired
■ Tom Flanik of Caldwell, Marine 

Corps retired
■ Don Franklin of Nampa, a Navy vet
■ Bill Hall of Meridian, Navy retired
■ Dave Sayles of Star, a Navy vet
■ Frank Schmitt of Nampa, a Navy 

vet
■ and Bill Sutherland of Middleton, 

Navy retired.
Other veterans and their families also 

joined the celebration at the annual hol-
iday dinner hosted by the Fleet Reserve 
Association’s Gem State Branch 382.

Veterans 

honored with 

Quilts of Valor

Quilts given to nine 
vets at holiday dinner 

KARI HUDSON/FOR THE IDAHO PRESS

Hazel Bettencourt (left), a Navy Telex 

Operator during the Korean and Vietnam 

war, was presented a quilt by Quilts of Valor 

for her service Saturday in Nampa
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Kuna City Council will 
continue to hear public 
testimony concerning an 
ordinance that would re-
quire developers to include 
more open space in future 
projects.

Advocates argue that 
open space, which can 
include anything from 
parks and walking paths 
to swimming pools and 
tennis courts, promotes an 
active lifestyle, preserves the 
environment and beauti-
fies the city. Critics worry 
that the new requirements 
will be too burdensome 
for developers, costing not 
only them but passing on 
expenses to the homeown-
ers who buy their lots.

The proposed require-
ments call for 3% open 
space in subdivisions with 
fewer than 100 homes. But 
the code as proposed would 
mean projects with over 
1,950 dwellings would need 
at least 24% to meet the 
new requirements, spurring 
opposition from developers.

Requiring a subdivision 
to have a quarter of open 
space would also burden 
homeowners associations 
and property owners who 
are tasked with maintain-

ing the space, Kuna City 
Councilman Richard 

Cardoza told the 
Kuna Melba 
News in an 

email
“I think the city is recon-

sidering and will bring back 
a open space requirement 
that will benefit the city 
and the developers, and the 
citizens of Kuna,” he said.

Council will hold another 
public hearing on the mat-
ter on Jan. 7.

Why update require-
ments?

In the city’s comprehen-
sive plan, Kuna set out to 
have one acre of open space 
for every 80 residents. This   
goal was set after years of 
expressed interest in more 
open space being built.

“City Council, Planning 
and Zoning Commission, 
schools and youth groups 
have all expressed a need 
for more open space in the 
community,” said Bobby 
Withrow, director of Parks 
and Recreation.

However, limited require-
ments have been established 
to meet this goal. City code 
currently states that for 
every 50 dwellings, 5% of 
land must be open space. 
City officials who deal with 

zoning generally realize this 
law doesn’t make sense, ac-
cording to Withrow. The or-
dinance, when read literally, 
would force developers to 
add another 5% to the por-
tion of open space they have 
for every 50 dwellings. That 
means that a development 
with 100 homes would 
need 10% open space, and 
a development with 1,000 
homes would need to be 
100% open space.

As a result, city council 
has defaulted to its own 
judgement, determining 
whether developers plan 
to include enough open 
space on a case-by-case 
basis when developers apply 
to build. New require-
ments would establish an 
open-space standard that 
developers must meet to 
have their future projects 
approved.

Planned urban develop-
ments, which are mixed-use 
communities, are required 
to provide 10% open space 
in Kuna, but these develop-
ments are a small minority 
of those being proposed. 

For most new develop-
ments, no formalized open 
space requirements are 
being enforced.

A primary reason for 
creating more open space is 
to improve the livelihoods 
of Kuna children. With the 
highest number of Kuna 
residents in their late 20s 
and early 30s in the city’s 
history, young families seek 
to benefit from more parks 
and paths in the communi-
ty. Withrow emphasized the 
interest that local schools 
have in creating more safe 
spaces for kids to play. The 
office of Kuna School Dis-
trict Superintendent Wendy 
Johnson was unavailable for 
comment before publica-
tion.

Proposed open space rules for 
subdivision stir dissent in Kuna
Council 
to hear more 
testimony 
Jan. 7
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An estimated 2,600 new homes are in the development process in Kuna as of September 2019.
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Approximately 2,322 new residences, and 

some commercial developments, were 

approved in 2018 to be constructed 

around Falcon Crest Golf Club in Kuna.
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