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No contested primaries

REPUblICAn 
Abby lee, Fruitand 

DISTRICT 9, HOUSE SEAT A

DEMOCRAT 
No candidates

REPUblICAn 

Ryan Kerby, New Plymouth
208-739-0190

kerbyforidaho.com
facebook.com/pg/RepRyanKerby

Jim Smith, Fruitland
208-866-1092

jimsmithforidaho.org
facebook.com/jimsmithforidaho

What do you hope to 
accomplish if elected?

Ryan Kerby: I will continue to 
make eff orts to improve K-12 edu-
cation in Idaho.  I have worked with 
other legislators to improve Career 
Technical Education (CTE). We have 
increased programs, reduced barri-
ers for bringing in industry certifi ed 
teachers, and this year I helped 
write, then carried a resolution to 
change HS graduation standards to 
better fi t the needs of our students 
who plan to enter CTE fi elds. CTE 
will continue to be an emphasis.

Jim Smith: I hope to bring back 
conservatism to this seat in our 
district.  Everything in my platform 
focuses on families and improving 
our state government’s impact on 
them.  Better schools, lower taxes, 
improved opportunities for work 
and recreation.  I feel that we are 
getting away from the founding 
principles our country was built 
upon.  I want to work to restore 
those principles.

What experience has prepared 
you for this offi  ce?

Ryan Kerby: I was born and 
raised in Idaho, growing up on a 
dairy. That ag background has been 

very helpful in the legislature. I 
worked in education 21 years as a 
teacher, then 21 years as an admin-
istrator. I’m currently the Vice-Chair 
of the Education Committee, and 
my years in the fi eld are very 
helpful. I’ve been married for 37 
years, and have two grown married 
children, and two grandchildren. 
Family is important to me, and I 
vote for legislation which refl ects 
family values.

Jim Smith: I have a lifetime 
of leadership and management 
experience.  I currently own a small 
chain of fi tness centers in Idaho and 
Oregon.  I have had the experience 
of losing everything in business and 
recovering through hard work and 
commitment.  In a citizen govern-
ment, I am not a politician, I AM 
a citizen.  I live the true American 
Dream and I must earn everything 
I have.  Nothing has been given to 
me.  I want to help future genera-
tions to have the American Dream 
as well and a place they can live it.

What changes, if any, would 
you support related to state 
funding of public education?

Ryan Kerby: K-12 education is 
funded by the state’s general fund, 
and receives about 50% of those 
monies. I think the legislature has 
done a solid job of funding educa-
tion the last fi ve or six years. In 
2015 we started the Career Ladder 
for teachers, and over time that 
increased starting teacher pay to 
$40,000. Last session we increased 
veteran pay signifi cantly.  The 
biggest problem we have in K-12 
funding is the disparity between 
low property value districts and the 
richer ones. 

Jim Smith: I would like to see 
the current funding better man-
aged. I don’t believe we are getting 
the most bang for our buck.  The 
front lines, where our children are 
actually the end-users, are the 
most overlooked.  Great teachers 
are siloed by mandatory objectives 
and a one size fi ts all teaching and 
testing program.  All while we 
protect bad teachers.  This is not 
just an Idaho problem.  Give good 
teachers better pay and the tools 
they need for success and get out of 
their way.

What do you see as Idaho’s 
prison system’s most 
important needs and how 
would you address those?

Ryan Kerby: Overcrowding is 
a big issue for both prisons and 
county jails. I think the approach 
we took this year, which is to 
improve the funding for probation 
and parole, is a good start. We are 
no doubt leaving people incarcer-
ated too long.

Jim Smith: Prisons are big 
business and we need to change 
the way we’re doing business!  Stop 
sending addicts to prison and start 
treating them.  Jail is an excep-
tional place to begin treatment but 
advancing them to prison is a very 
expensive way to treat an addict.  I 
volunteer in the prison in Ontario.  
I personally have over 21 years in 
recovery.  My success came from 
a fi rm but caring judge in Canyon 
County many years ago. Plus a 
great counseling center. My life has 
been changed permanently.

What do you see as Idaho’s 
most important healthcare 
system needs and how would 
you address those?

Ryan Kerby: As we move 
forward we need more emphasis 
on telehealth. This can be accom-
plished by expanding on the cur-
rent system over time. When this is 
over, and there is no issue at hand, 
we need to develop an emergency 

preparedness plan that includes 
some of the emergency criteria and 
benchmarks similar to what the 
Department of Health and Welfare 
implemented on the fl y early in this 
pandemic. They bypassed some 
of the very involved certifi cation 
criteria for ICU and hospital beds in 
general, etc. 

Jim Smith: Eliminate the ACA 
in Idaho.  

What changes to income, 
sales and property tax policies 
would you support?

Ryan Kerby: I don’t see a large 
need to modify either income or 
sales taxes. I was prepared to sup-
port a cap on the annual increase in 
property taxes this year. We need 
to be careful with the limit we 
choose, however, because property 
taxes pay for much of the road and 
bridge maintenance in some of our 
counties. Diff erences of opinion re-
garding that limit, and going home 
early because of the coronavirus, 
kept us from getting relief through 
the legislature.

Jim Smith: I love seeing the 
Amazon distribution center build-
ing in Nampa.  We need controlled 
growth, and a balance on our tax 
base in each county.  Counties 
cannot sustain being bedroom 
communities to Ada and Canyon 
workers.  We need commercial and 
industrial to balance the base.  The 
sales tax is a fair tax but I would like 
to see groceries added to the tax 
free items like heating oil, electric-
ity and fuel pellets, etc.  We need to 
look at states like Texas and Florida 
for the income tax issue. 

What measures do you 
support in updating Idaho’s 
voting processes?

Ryan Kerby: I like what we 
are doing now, with the option of 
either in person voting on a certain 
day, or a mail in ballot if a person 
so chooses. I’m not a big fan of 
requiring mail in. Many of my con-
stituents like to go to the polls, and 
others don’t trust mail-in because 
of potential fraud.

Jim Smith: We need to keep it 
clean and valid.  Voter ID for every-
one.  I believe that election day is 
one of the most patriotic times in 
our country.  We need to keep our 
current standard.

What are the biggest 
transportation priorities in 
Idaho for the next 20 years, 
and how should the state 
prepare now to fund those 
projects?

Ryan Kerby: Our biggest prob-
lem will be to continue maintaining 
and repairing our present system of 
roads and bridges. I think enough 
people are concerned with the 
freeway system that we will get 
that addressed. What is not getting 
enough attention is our roads 
and bridges in rural, low property 
value counties. The counties, cities, 
and highway districts are hurting 
for maintenance especially of 
bridges, many of which have been 
designated as not being sound 
structurally. 

Jim Smith: In District 9 we need 
to see dramatic improvements on 
Highway 95 between Payette and 
Weiser.  We have at least one fatal-
ity each year on the 12 miles run.  
There is a regular commute from 
Washington and Adams Counties 
that is refl ective of the numbers 
years ago in eastern Idaho between 
Idaho Falls and Ashton.  ITD needs 
to make this Blood Alley are priority 
with current funding.

Do you support local option 
sales tax authority for all 
cities and counties?

Ryan Kerby: I would only vote 
for this if the funds could be used 
exclusively for transportation. We 
can’t add another lane to the free-
way between Caldwell and Boise 
every six to ten years. We have is-
sues with bridges all over the state, 
and something is going to have to 
give to address this issue.

Jim Smith: I think the state 
is already too involved with city 
and county business.  Just like a 
local taxing district, if local voters 
approve and local option tax, the 
state should allow.  If we need to 
change state code in order to do 
that, let’s make it happen.
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DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY
Allen Schmid, Fruitland 

(will be on November ballot; 
no response)

REPUblICAn PRIMARY
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November ballot; no response)
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Jim Rice, Caldwell
208-891-4178

Facebook page: Jim Rice for Idaho

Christopher Trakel
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Trakelforidaho.com
facebook.com/christrakelforidaho

DEMOCRAT

Toni Ferro, Caldwell 
(uncontested primary; 

see answers online)

What do you hope to 
accomplish if elected?

Jim Rice: I will continue to 
defend private property rights, 
support excellence and choice in 
our educational system, defend 
life, provide for our transportation 
needs, protect individual liberty, 
and make Idaho an even better 
place to live, do business, and raise 
a family.

Christopher T. Trakel: I hope to 
reduce the current high prop-
erty tax that continues to rise on 
residents.  Proper funding for our 
schools and eliminating depen-
dence on supplemental levies, the 
state should be supporting our 
educational system.  Protection 
of property and personal rights. 
Limited government regulations on 
none government issues.  Due to 
the recent situation and the loss of 
jobs and impact on residents I want 
to look at possible tax breaks to 
help those aff ected.

What experience has prepared 
you for this offi  ce?

Jim Rice: I am the second of my 
parents 15 children. Growing up 
in Kuna and Melba, I raised and 
showed livestock through 4-H. 
History, economics, the Constitu-
tion, and government were regular 
topics of conversation at the dinner 
table with my parents and family. 
I became a lawyer in my mid-30s, 
Before that I worked in a variety of 
career fi elds. That helps me under-
stand the needs of people of many 
backgrounds and circumstances. As 
a Senator I have worked to protect 
our liberty and Idaho way of life.

Christopher T. Trakel: My 
Career in the military has taught 
me the importance of strong 
leadership and being able to 
implement eff ective solutions for 
problems.  I have been in situations 

that required delicate negotia-
tion to create mutually benefi cial 
relationships for a greater good.  I 
understand the value of teamwork 
and seeking out input from those 
around me, along with available 
information, to make an informa-
tive decision.  I have a strong 
commitment to my community and 
to make their well being my main 
concern.

What changes, if any, would 
you support related to state 
funding of public education?

Jim Rice: Action needs to be 
taken to reduce the reliance on 
property taxes to fund public 
education. Impact fees could be 
put in place to pay down school 
construction bonds and facili-
ties bonds. School supplemental 
levies should be replaced with 
other funds and be permanently 
eliminated. These measures would 
provide real property tax relief for 
Idahoans while providing funding 
for public education.

Christopher T. Trakel: Today 
schools in Idaho have become 
overwhelmingly dependent on 
supplemental levies.  The state has 
a responsibility to ensure public 
education is properly funded and 
should not be placing that duty 
on property owners.  It is time to 
re-evaluate the state budget and to 
reduce programs that are not vital, 
or can be done better in the private 
sector.  Reducing elected offi  cials 
annual salaries to refl ect salaries of 
Idaho residents could also greatly 
help with the revenue needed to 
fund education.

What do you see as Idaho’s 
prison system’s most 
important needs and how 
would you address those?  

Jim Rice: Recidivism is at least in 
part driven by a shortage of treat-
ment and probation and parole 
supervision. Improving these areas 
will slow down growth of prison 
populations which are driving the 
need for additional prison construc-
tion. Improving access to mental 
health and drug treatment options 
is another area that can help reduce 
crime and help with our correc-
tional system by reducing the need 
for incarceration.

Christopher T. Trakel: Over 
crowding.  It is time to re-consider 
removing mandatory minimums 
for non violent crime.  Possibly us-
ing more community service hours 
as punishment.  A program inmates 
could utilize while in prison that 
would teach a trade or craft that 
after completing would grant them 
a license in that fi eld.  Possibly 
working with businesses that 
could off er jobs as they prepare for 
release.  This way the individual 
would have a set of skills and a job 
upon release allowing for them to 
support themselves.

What do you see as Idaho ‘s 
most important health care 
system needs and how would 
you address those?

Jim Rice: During my service in 
the Senate I have been involved 
in legislative actions that helped 
prepare the way for the medical 
school (ICOM) we now have in 
Meridian. We need to work on 
creation of residencies for when 
new doctors begin graduating. This 
will help us address the need for 
more doctors. Mental health care 
is a major challenge for individuals 
and it has an impact on all aspects 
of our communities. I will continue 
to support ideas that make mental 
health care more available to our 
citizens.

Christopher T. Trakel: Health 
care costs.  We need more info of 
all medical and prescription costs 
made available to the patient up-
front.  Take costs out of the system 
i.e. charging $60 for ibuprofen 
when you can buy 200 pills for $4 
from a store.  Cost of medication.  
Many pharmaceutical companies 
renew patents on drugs and thus 
remove competition.  This needs 
to be stopped so other companies 
can produce these medications 
and create a competitive market. 
Also Health ins. costs and care 
availability.

What changes to income, 
sales, and property tax 
policies would you support?

Jim Rice: The sales tax on food 
should be eliminated. If the tax is 
eliminated people can buy more 
food or pay for prescriptions any 

time instead of paying the tax and 
getting a refund in March or April. 
Property taxes can be reduced by 
reducing overlapping responsi-
bilities between multiple local 
taxing entities, eliminating state 
mandates that require ineffi  cient 
actions by local governments, 
addressing school supplemental 
levies, impact fees to help pay 
school construction bonds and 
facilities levies.

Christopher T. Trakel: My main 
focus is reducing or eliminating 
taxes on residents.  Property tax, 
and income tax need to be reduced.  
I would like to see your property 
tax remain the same from when 
you purchase your home, and 
when sold the property would be 
assessed for the new owner.  Sales 
tax does not need to be increased 
and we need to look at the pos-
sibility of reducing it from where 
it is now.  I will never support a tax 
policy that would be an increase on 
the residents.

What measures do you 
support in updating Idaho’s 
voting processes?

Jim Rice: Idaho’s voting process 
is handled well by our county clerks 
and Secretary of State. We should 
continue to make sure that our 
vote counts are accurate, that votes 
are held at times that the voters 
expect them, and that voting is 
done by citizens. Any changes that 
are made must continue to require 
identifi cation of people who seek to 
vote in our elections so that we can 
ensure that our elections are fair, 
transparent and only include the 
votes of citizens.

Christopher T. Trakel: I current-
ly do not see and I am not aware of 
any problems with our present vot-
ing processes.  I do not see a reason 
for updating the processes unless it 
is to make the whole process more 
available to people.

What are the biggest 
transportation priorities for 
Idaho in the next 20 years and 
how should the state prepare 
now to fund those projects?

Jim Rice: Maintenance and 
repair will always be priorities. In 
addition, we can expect to continue 
growing due to sound economic 
policies, which will result in needs 
for expansion of traffi  c capacity on 
our highways and roads. We need 
to continue reducing regulation 
and waste, and be frugal with 
taxpayer funds. This will allow us to 
use growth in revenues to pay for 
more of the expansion of capacity 
in our transportation system.

Christopher T. Trakel: Traffi  c, 
Idaho is rapidly growing and we are 
having more and more congestion 
on roads.  The Highway Dept. needs 
to identify all the areas that are 
currently congested and the roads 
at future risk.  Those projects need 
to begin now as small projects 
done over time so funding can be 
continuous as the work is done and 
it does not become a massive bill 
for a large project all at once  Look-
ing for more competition among 
contractors, and fi ning construction 
companies when they go over 
deadline.

Do you support local option 
sales tax authority for all 
cities and counties?

Jim Rice: I oppose local option 
sales tax authority for cities and 
counties. History demonstrates that 
adding additional taxing methods 
for local units of government 
results in higher taxes for citizens. 
Idahoans do not need another tax, 
especially right now.

Christopher T. Trakel: I do not 
support local option sales tax for 
any city or county.  I feel this would 
hurt the economies of those areas 
that do as people would shop in 
other areas where costs can be kept 
down.  Again, I am against and do 
not support any tax increase on the 
residents of Idaho.

Editor’s note

The Idaho Press partnered with
the League of Women Voters to
present this voter guide.
This is our guide for Canyon 
County voters, and our guide for 
Ada County voters ran Friday. 
You can also fi nd candidates’ 
survey responses online at 
vote411.org.
Due to space restrictions, the
printed guide only includes
answers from candidates
in contested primary races.
Candidates were given a limit of
500 character for their responses
and were responsible for spelling
and grammar.

C M

Y K


