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Explore out-of-this- 
world scenery at  

Craters of the Moon
Craters of the Moon, a national monument and preserve, formed during eight 

major eruptive periods between 2,000 and 15,000. Lava erupted from the Great 
Rift, a series of deep cracks that start near the visitor center and stretch 52 miles to 
the southeast, according to the National Park Service. Craters of the Moon offers a 
range of options from a scenic drive around a 7-mile loop to a an hour-long hike, 
exploration of it’s five caves or an overnight adventure in the wilderness. Visitor 
center hours are 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., daily. Entrance to the park by vehicle is $15, $10 
by motorcycle and $7 by foot or bicycle. Individuals 15 and under are free. 
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Seek out Shoshone Falls
Shoshone Falls, also known as the Niagara of the West, is 212 

feet tall and 900 feet wide. They are best viewed during the spring until July, 
when water flows are highest. Enjoy views at the scenic overlook, or spend the 
day there hiking some of the trails and enjoying a picnic. There is vehicle access 
at the Shoshone Falls Park of $3 per car from March through September. A season 
pass to the state park is $25. 
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Teeter on the edge  
at Balanced Rock

World-famous Balanced Rock stands on a pedestal only 3 feet by 17 inches. 
It’s more than 48-feet tall and weighs 40 tons. The rock is located south of Buhl 
in the Salmon Falls Creek Canyon. Nearby Balanced Rock Park is a great spot for a 
picnic, camping or fishing. There are no RV hookups and no camping fees.
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Bask in the beauty  
of Hells Canyon

Nestled near the borders of northeastern Oregon and western Idaho, this 
national recreation area holds 652,488 acres of beauty and adventure in the 
deepest river gorge in North America. The location boasts scenic vistas that rival 
any on the continent and world-class whitewater boating. Spectacular mountain 
peaks and vast reaches of remote wilderness provide many trails for hiking or 
horseback riding. Learn more about the area, download a pocket guide or view a 
map at www.fs.usda.gov.


