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On Monday, The Idaho Foodbank’s 

annual Great Idaho Food Drive started 

collecting nonperishable food items at 

the KBOI Channel 2 and Treasure Val-

ley Les Schwab locations.

Donations for the food drive will con-

tinue being collected until Dec. 9.

“It’s the time of year when people 

are giving and they’re thankful for the 

things they have,” Theresa Vawter public 

relations at The Idaho Foodbank said.

According to The Idaho Foodbank 

2022 annual report, 8.7% of Idahoans 

are food 
insecure and 
10.5% of the 
state’s chil-
dren are food 
insecure. A 
$1 donation 
can provide 
enough food 
for four 
meals, the 
website said. 
This fiscal 
year, the IFB 
has received 
a little over 
$58 million 
in donations 
— last year it 
received $73.5 million.

“Our fundraising and food donations 

were at an all-time high during the 

height of the pandemic as we experi-

enced the full generosity of the com-

munity,” The Idaho Foodbank Chief 

Development Officer Morgan Wilson 

said. “We are so grateful for the support 

we continue to receive to address food 

insecurity in our state and we are grate-

ful to Idahoans who remain steadfast in 

their commitment to their neighbors in 

need.”
The food bank’s goal during the holi-

days is to provide for 3.8 million meals 

for families, Wilson said.

Now, donations to the food bank will 

be for fiscal year 2023. 

“We serve pretty much the whole 

state,” Vawter said. “We have a combi-

nation of programs where we provide 

food directly to people in need. We have 

a program where we work with school 

pantries to set up a pantry at the school 

so it’s easily accessible for families who 

need it. We have the backpack program, 

where we work with schools to get a 

backpack of food to kids who need it on 

for weekends during the school year.”

By EMILY WHITE

ewhite@idahopress.com

M
ERIDIAN 
— About 

a hundred 

veterans and their 

families huddled 

together by the Rock 

of Honor that stands 

in Kleiner Park in 

celebration of Veterans 

Day on Nov. 11.

“Today, we are here to 

honor those that have 

served our country and 

given their lives so that we 

may stand here and still live 

in freedom,” Dan Pruett, 

Chaplain AL Post 113, said 

during the event’s opening 

prayer. “Those who have 

gone created a clear path for 

us to continue on. We must 

never waver from the path 

of freedom and democracy.”

Despite the cold weather, 

several people wrapped in 

coats and earmuffs spoke 

about veterans past, present 

and future.
Tammy Clement, VFW 

Post 4000, honored John 

Burns, who co-created 

the Rock of Honor. Burns 

served in the Navy during 

World War II from 1944-

1946 and moved to Merid-

ian in 2004.
“The Rock of Honor is 

the brainchild of John, who 

found no memorials for 

fallen veterans in Meridian,” 

Clement said. “He wrote an 

article in his column called 

One Vet’s View for the lo-

cal newspaper, The Valley 

Times. He collaborated with 

the American Legion and 

formed a joint committee. 

The article was noticed by 

Mayor Tammy de Weerd 

and she helped coordinate 

this site.”
Burns died in the summer 

of 2022.
“He lived a long and ful-

filling life and was honored 

for his community service 

with both the Meridian 

Mayor’s Legacy Award and 

the Governor’s Idaho’s 

Brightest Star award,” Clem-

ent said. “John will be deeply 

missed.” 
Meridian Mayor Robert 

Simison thanked all veterans 

and their families for their 

service.
“We all owe you a great 

debt of gratitude for where 

we are as a country today,” 

Simison said.“I don’t recall 

what happened in Merid-

ian before this was built and 

how we honored our vet-

erans. We created a lasting 

legacy in this location where 

we can always gather on 

Veterans Day and other days 

to recognize our veterans — 

those living, those who’ve 

passed on.”
There are 116,000 veter-

ans in Idaho, Simison said, 

and 66 veterans work in 

Meridian, comprising 12.5% 

of Meridian’s employees.

“Ultimately, our veterans 

that kept our country safe 

and protected our free-

doms in times of peace and 

in times of war,” Simison 

said. “As a community it’s 

important that we come 

together and understand the 

heroic efforts of all those 

who served.”
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Tis the season: 

Idaho Food 
Drive kicks off 

for the holidays

HOW TO DONATE

Donations for The 

Idaho Foodbank’s 

Great Idaho Food 

Drive can be made 

at KBOI Channel 2, 

140 N. 16th St. or at 

Treasure Valley Les 

Schwab locations. Do-

nations can include 

food or cash contri-

butions.
Online donations 

can be made at can 

be made at idaho

foodbank.org/donate.

By MARGARET CARMEL

BoiseDev

Two different shooting ranges 

have been proposed in Eagle 

over the past year, with one by 

Avimor moving ahead and the 

other near Spring Valley still in 

the planning stages.
The first project proposed 

by the city of Eagle, in March 

would be an 80-acre, shooting 

sports park on Willow Creek 

road north of Beacon Light 

Road. It would be built on a 

300-acre parcel donated to the 

city by the Utah-based develop-

ers The Clyde Companies and 

GWC Capital, which are build-

ing the planned community 

Spring Valley on the land next 

door.
The shooting sports park is 

proposed to include separate 

ranges for archery and 3D ar-

chery, ranges for rifles, shotguns 

and pistols as well as a separate 

locked law enforcement range 

for training.
The other range is planned 

for Pearl Road in Boise County, 

west of Highway 55 near Avi-

mor. This range will be located 

on 40 acres of land owned by 

Avimor and leased to the 

nonprofit Crowfoot Range. The 

area is already frequently used 

for illegal shooting, according to 

KTVB.

Both ranges have been 

divisive. Nearby residents to 

the range sites and equestrian 

groups are concerned about the 

noise from the range interrupt-

ing the peace and quiet of the 

area, impacts the development 

could have on recreation and 

possible fire danger from bullets 

striking rocks. But, supporters 

say these ranges will provide an 

amenity residents want and will 

provide a safe, structured place 

to shoot so people stop using 

these areas for illegal target 

practice.
Boise County approved the 

range near Avimor with several 

conditions in September, while 

the city of Eagle just completed 

a round of studies on the parcel 

and is hoping to bring a full 

proposal to the public for input 

in January.

What is the status of the two shooting ranges in Eagle?

Meridian celebration honors 

vets past, present and future

BRIAN MYRICK / IDAHO PRESS

ABOVE: Veterans salute at the playing of the national anthem dur-

ing a Veterans Day ceremony at the Rock of Honor memorial in 

Kleiner Park on Friday. BELOW: Meridian Mayor Robert Simison 

speaks to those gathered for a Veterans Day ceremony in front of 

the Rock of Honor memorial at Kleiner Park on Friday.
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BY ALEXANDRA DUGGAN
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Editor’s note: This story contains 
graphic sexual content.BOISE — Ex-Republican lawmaker 

Aaron von Ehlinger was found guilty 
of raping a 19-year-old intern by a 
12-person jury on Friday — almost one 
year to the day from when he resigned 
from the House of Representatives 
after an ethics panel voted to suspend 
him for the duration of his term due to 
his conduct.The jury found von Ehlinger guilty 

of the first count of rape and not guilty 
on the second count of forcible pene-
tration by a foreign object.Silence cut the courtroom as the ver-

dict was read. Von Ehlinger’s face was 
stoic as he was led away in handcuffs. 

He was taken to the Ada County Jail 
and will remain there until his sentenc-
ing, according to a spokesperson from 
the Ada County Prosecutor’s Office.

Former Idaho lawmaker found guilty of rape

BY BETSY Z. RUSSELL
BRUSSELL@IDAHOPRESS.COM

BOISE — Idaho’s congressional 
races have been quieter leading up 
to the May 17 primary than the big 
state races, but there are contested races on both sides of the ticket.
Most 

prominent has been the rematch between 2nd District Congressman 
Mike Simpson and his 2014 challeng-
er, Idaho Falls attorney Bryan Smith. 
There also are three lesser-known 
Republicans on the ballot.First-grade teacher Wendy Norman 

of Rigby is unopposed in the Demo-
cratic primary.And while there are no contested 

races in any party primary for the 1st 
District congressional seat held by GOP 
Rep. Russ Fulcher this spring, Idaho’s 
senior U.S. senator, Mike Crapo, faces 
four challengers in the Republican primary, and there’s a two-way race be-

tween Democrats Ben Pursley of Boise 
and David Roth of Idaho Falls to face 
the winner for Senate in November.

CONGRESSIONAL RACES: Voters face choices going into May 17 election
Contested races in both Dem, GOP primaries
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BY ERIN BANKS RUSBY
ERUSBY@IDAHOPRESS.COM

BOISE — The Hercules C-130 aircraft descended to an altitude of 150 feet, releasing 3,000 gallons of water over a grassy land-scape.
The water drop took place near the Boise Airport’s third runway, south of Gowen Field, and was part of a weeklong training involving four Air Force Reserve units, or wings, and federal agencies that work to support wildfire suppression efforts around the country. When fighting fires, the plane would drop fire retardant.“We conduct this training annually because it gives us an opportunity to work with our military partners and ensure they are ready to be integrated into our fire suppression operations in a safe, effective, and seamless manner should the need arise in 2022,” said Kim Christensen, deputy assis-tant director for operations for the Forest Service at the National Interagency Fire Center, located in Boise.The training is part of a series of events in May to prepare for fire season and is among a growing local and regional effort to miti-gate wildfires. 

MAFFS PLANES DEPLOYED ON AN AS-NEEDED BASISThe training is part of the Modular Airborne Fire-fighting Systems program, or MAFFS. The four Air Force Reserve wings par-ticipating are the California 

Air National Guard’s 146th Airlift Wing, the 302nd Airlift Wing from Petersen Air Force Base, Colorado, the Nevada Air National Guard’s 152nd Airlift Wing, and the Wyoming Air Na-tional Guard’s 153rd Airlift Wing. Each wing has two of the Hercules C-130 planes, for a total of eight aircraft capable of transporting the fire retardant to where it is needed.
The MAFFS planes are only activated when all of the commercial airtankers that are part of the national airtanker fleet are “fully committed or not readily available,” according to a press release about the event.

Last year, all eight of the aircraft were activated during the second-busiest fire season in the program’s 49-year history, said Lt. Gen. Kirk Pierce, commander with the U.S. Air Forces Northern, in the release.The need for MAFFS support tends to arise during peak fire season, Christensen said. This often happens during the second half of July through the first half of September, when there are multiple regions of the country experiencing “elevated fire activity,” she said. At that point, one or more of the MAFFS planes can be activated from a spe-cific location to tamp down fires there.

A MAFFS operation includes one of the Hercules C-130 planes, as well as oth-er support elements, such as a lead plane. It is easiest to base all of the MAFFS oper-ations in the same location, and they can then increase or decrease the number of operations in that location, Christensen said.The lead plane flies over an affected area to confirm the location where ground personnel are requesting the retardant drop, said a spokesperson at the event. Lead planes are smaller and more nimble than the C-130s, allowing them to assess conditions, such as wind speed or air pressure. Afterward, the lead plane and the C-130 plane do what is called a “show me” pass: the lead plane escorts the C-130 plane over the site where the retardant will be dropped. On the next pass, the lead plane leads the C-130 back to the target site to drop the retardant.It is accepted that wild-fires are increasing across the western U.S., said Lt. Col. Jesse Newberry, a pilot in the 302nd Airlift Wing. Many of the people who fight fires live in areas that are also at risk of wildfire, he said. A few years ago, he and others had to fight fires that threatened their own neighborhoods in Colorado Springs, he said.“It’s a big deal,” Newberry said. “I wish it wasn’t so, right? We wish we didn’t have to do it. But yeah, it seems like it’s getting a little more significant.” 

MAFFS training part of local and 
regional wildfire-readiness efforts

BRIAN MYRICK / IDAHO PRESS

TOP: A Beechcraft King Air, operated by a crew with the U.S. Forest Service, leads a C-130 cargo plane from the Wyoming Air National Guard into 

the location of a practice water drop during Modular Airborne Firefighting Systems (MAAFS) training at Gowen Field in Boise on April 27.

BRIAN MYRICK / IDAHO PRESS

A pumping crew works to fill the water tank of a C-130 cargo plane 

with the Nevada Air National Guard’s 152nd Airlift Wing during 

MAAFS training at Gowen Field in Boise on April 27.MORE INFORMATIONAda Fire AdaptedAdaFireAdapated.orgWildfire Home Safety EvaluationAdaFireAdapted.org/Homeowner/Wildfire-Home-Safety-Evaluation/

Evacuation PlanningAdaFireAdapted.org/Homeowner/EvacuationPlanning
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By KATIJA STJEPOVIC
KTVB.COM

For the first time, the Ida-ho State Board of Education sent out a survey to Idaho’s 115 school districts in recent weeks to get a sense of just how short-staffed they are.Seventy-eight of the 115 districts have responded. Combined, the 78 districts are currently unable to fill 894 teaching openings.“I haven’t pulled informa-tion from our charter schools yet, but what I am hearing so far is that they are experienc-ing similar difficulties,” State Board of Education Chief Planning and Policy Officer Tracie Bent said.
Bent said Idaho has not had to conduct a survey like this before, but decided to after hearing districts were struggling to staff up.

“Anecdotally, what I am hearing them saying is that this is a much higher rate of open positions than they have seen in the past,” Bent said. “The pool of applicants, in many cases, they receive none or they are not people who are certified on a stan-dard certificate.”
According to Mike Journee, Director of Com-munications with the Idaho Education Association, the reason behind teachers leav-ing is multifaceted.

“Given the kinds of salaries that we see in other countries, even other states nearby, paying teachers and after the long road of COVID-19,” Journee said. “It’s a very taxing thing for educators.”
Journee said that right now, more than half of Idaho educators are considering leaving the industry.
“We have a long way to go, especially here in Idaho given the current situation and so it’s understandable, but it’s also kind of scary,” Journee said. “The best indicator for strong education outcome for any particular student is hav-ing a veteran, well-respected teacher in the classroom.”

School 
districts 
struggling 
to fill 
teaching 
positions

More TEACHERS  |  A4

By ERIN BANKS RUSBY
Idaho Press

CALDWELL — Agriculture is important in Canyon County — but how important? And how should the government best sup-port the protection of agricul-tural lands while refraining from telling landowners what to do?To address these questions, David Anderson, the Idaho pro-gram manager for the American Farmland Trust and a fifth-gen-eration Idahoan from a ranching family, presented his research on the importance of agriculture in the area to the Canyon County Board of Commissioners on Tuesday, with many county plan-ning staff in attendance.These are just some of the questions that county planners and elected officials are grappling with as they develop Canyon 

County’s new comprehensive plan, the document that will guide development and regula-tion of development there for the next 10 years. The process of 

developing the document, which began in 2019, is still underway, with public hearings on the most recent draft expected to be sched-uled in late June or possibly early 

July, as previously reported.The American Farmland Trust saw a need to describe the signif-icance of agriculture to Canyon County’s economy because the conversion rate of farmland to developed land in the Treasure Valley is “among the highest in the country,” Anderson said.Yet agriculture is a “significant driver” of Canyon County’s econ-omy, Anderson said. The current value of the agricultural economy in Canyon County is just under $620 million, he said. In 20 years, if no cropland were converted, that value would be over $1 bil-lion, he said. He wanted to create a best-case estimate of how much agricultural land could be lost if the county adopts its current comprehensive plan, and what that would do to the value of the agricultural economy.

‘MY RIGHT TO FARM’ Leaders weigh protecting agriculture amid rapid development

BRIAN MYRICK / IDAHO PRESS
A variety of crops cover the orchards and fields of the Sunnyslope Wine region near Caldwell on Wednesday.
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By DEL GRAY 
newsroom@messenger-index.com

A fter a one-year absence 
and a second year 
modification, fans of the annual Cherry Festival in Emmett are about to see most of their favorite features return when the 87th edition returns next week.

The 2022 Festival officially kicked off on Saturday, June 4 with about 100 people showing up at D & B Supply for a launch of a series of events that will precede the four action packed days in Emmett City Park. That included the drawing of a hand-ful of all-day carnival tickets, t-shirts and banners and the giveaway of 500 Cherry Festival D & B 5-gallon buckets.Throughout this week there will be a series of events for certain aspects of the Cherry Festival, with most of them being directed at preparing for the expected crowds coming to Emmett, June 15-19. 

Event organizers estimate that about 50,000 visitors will likely converge on City Park during the four day event.Special traffic patterns and parking re-

strictions, including a free shuttle from the Gem County Fairgrounds, will be in play June 15-19. See further details on page A3 of this edition of the Messenger Index.One element of the Cherry Festival that was thought to be missing this year, may yet make an appearance. That is local grown cherries. Weather conditions this year have played havoc with the normal maturing process of the fruit that the festi-val gets its inspiration from. Traditionally the festival has marked the start of harvest season in the Valley of Plenty, with cherries being the normal first fruit of the year.More than 3,500 pounds of cherries are normally consumed during the festival. More than once during the 87 years of the event, local cherries weren’t quite ready and regional substitutes were provided. With the development of some earlier maturing varieties that has been less of a problem in recent years — though this year looked to be an unfortunate excep-tion a month ago. Reports this week show that some of the early Burlatt variety are showing color and with a few extra heat unit days between now and next Wednes-day, there may still be a local supply of the sweet treats.

Cherry Festival is On!
87th annual event officially kicks off

PHOTOS BY DEL GRAY / MESSENGER INDEX  With a little more heat and sunshine this week, these Burlatt cherries just might be ready for con-sumption during the Cherry Festival next week.

More FESTIVAL  |  A8
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By BETSY Z. RUSSELL

brussell@idahopress.com

BOISE — Over the opposition 

of county clerks, election work-

ers, high school 
students looking 
ahead to their first 
chance to vote, 
and more, a House 
committee on 
Wednesday voted 
9-2 along party 
lines to advance a 
sweeping 20-page 
emergency over-
haul of Idaho’s vot-
ing laws proposed 
by Rep. Dorothy 
Moon, R-Stanley.

Moon’s bill, HB 
692, was just intro-
duced on Monday.

It includes mul-
tiple changes from 
an earlier version 
she had introduced 
that also sought 
to do away with 
election-day voter 
registration; Moon 
said she decided 
not to include that 
after learning that 
would cause the 
state to be subject 
to numerous fed-
eral requirements 
under the 1993 
National Voter 
Registration Act.

By BETSY Z. RUSSELL

brussell@idahopress.com

BOISE — Legislation that lays 

the groundwork for ending all 

requirements for vehicle emission 

testing in the Treasure Valley on 

July 1, 2023, passed the Idaho Sen-

ate on Wednesday and now heads 

to the House.
“This is not a 

fly-by-night effort 
to remove the 
program, but it really is a thought-

ful piece of legislation to reduce 

regulation, and recognizes the 

strides that we’ve made here in 

Ada County to maintain the air 

quality that we all expect and en-

joy,” Senate Transportation Chair 

Lori Den Hartog, R-Meridian, 

told the Senate. 

By ALEXANDRA DUGGAN

aduggan@idahopress.com

A massive rally in response to CO-

VID-19 mandates and other orders 

encapsulated the Treasure Valley and 

extended upon highway overpasses, with 

those in attendance publicly supporting 

truckers who are refusing to receive the 

COVID-19 vaccine.
The People’s Convoy, 

an organization that 

aims to lift mandates 

and emergency or-
ders, made its way through the val-

ley on Wednesday. The protest comes 

shortly after truckers in Ottawa, Canada, 

recently shut down border crossings 

temporarily for a demonstration oppos-

ing COVID-19 vaccine requirements.

People waited to cheer on truckers 

Wednesday as they passed by en route 

to Washington, D.C., as part of their 

nationwide anti-vaccine convoy.

The demonstration took place at the 

TA Travel Center truck stop on Broad-

way Avenue in Boise. The overpass was 

riddled with adults and children holding 

anti-mask signs, wearing anti-liberal-

ism shirts, and waving American and 

Confederate flags. It drew a few hun-

dred people, including Lt. Gov. Janice 

McGeachin, who spoke at the event 

organized by Health Freedom Idaho.

By NICK DANLAG

Boise Weekly

BOISE — For the 28th Annual Buy 

Idaho Capitol Show, over 70 busi-

nesses — from online stamp sellers 

to the Idaho Lottery to food vendors 

— filled the first three levels 

of the Capitol building and 

handed out bags of free mer-

chandise on Wednesday.

The show was organized by 

Buy Idaho, an independent business 

alliance that promotes companies 

statewide. The show was from 9 a.m. 

to 3 p.m., with 150 people touring 

tables on three floors of the rotunda 

from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. The first floor 

was mainly for food and beverage 

companies. Arno Chocolate’s table 

was headed by co-owner Pauline Da-

vis, and, like all the businesses at the 

show, is a member of Buy Idaho.

“We mainly came here to get out 

and socialize with vendors,” Davis 

said. “We’ve noticed a lot of busi-

nesses have gotten back on their feet 

recently with COVID going down.”

Davis also said customers 

have been buying more at 

Arno Chocolate in the past 

few months and she expects to 

have even more business in the 

near future. Just she and her husband 

have worked at the shop since its open-

ing in 2019, so they haven’t directly felt 

the recent labor shortage. They have 

noticed that a lot of their suppliers 

can’t find staff, which puts pressure on 

the couple’s business, she said.
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Businesses fill Capitol for 28th annual Buy Idaho show

Event returns after being postponed twice due to pandemic

BRIAN MYRICK / IDAHO PRESS

Vendors fill the Capitol rotunda during the 28th Annual 

Buy Idaho Capitol Show event on Wednesday.

Moon

Giddings

Yamamoto

Crowd gathers in Boise to protest 

COVID-19 mandates, support truckers

BRIAN MYRICK / IDAHO PRESS

Supporters wave flags as truckers with The People’s Convoy arrive near the TA Travel Center along Broadway Avenue off Interstate 84 in Boise 

on Wednesday.

BRIAN MYRICK / IDAHO PRESS

Children wave flags on Wednesday in support of truckers who were a part of The People’s 

Convoy, which passed through Boise on Wednesday.
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Senate backs bill to 

end vehicle emission 

testing in 2023
Measure heads to House

JAKE KING/IDAHO PRESS

Louis Antunez runs a vehicle emis-

sions test at Larry’s Chevron in Nampa 

on Tuesday, Feb. 8, 2022.
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School 
districts 
struggling 

strictions, including a free shuttle from the Gem County Fairgrounds, will be in play June 15-19. See further details on page A3 of this edition of the Messenger Index.One element of the Cherry Festival that was thought to be missing this year, may yet make an appearance. That is local grown cherries. Weather conditions this year have played havoc with the normal maturing process of the fruit that the festi-val gets its inspiration from. Traditionally the festival has marked the start of harvest season in the Valley of Plenty, with cherries being the normal first fruit of the year.More than 3,500 pounds of cherries are normally consumed during the festival. More than once during the 87 years of the event, local cherries weren’t quite ready and regional substitutes were provided. With the development of some earlier 

Cherry Festival is On!
87th annual event officially kicks off

especially here in Idaho given the current situation and so it’s understandable, but it’s 

By ERIN BANKS RUSBY
Idaho Press

‘MY RIGHT TO FARM’ Leaders weigh protecting agriculture amid rapid development
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season in the Valley of Plenty, with cherries 

estimates show 

The American Farmland Trust saw a need to describe the signif-icance of agriculture to Canyon County’s economy because the conversion rate of farmland to developed land in the Treasure Valley is “among the highest in the country,” Anderson said. population 
estimates show almost 8% growth 

emergency over-
haul of Idaho’s vot-
ing laws proposed 
by Rep. Dorothy 
Moon, R-Stanley.

McGeachin, who spoke at the event 

organized by Health Freedom Idaho.

Boise Weekly

BOISE — For the 28th Annual Buy 

Idaho Capitol Show, over 70 busi-

nesses — from online stamp sellers 

to the Idaho Lottery to food vendors 

— filled the first three levels 

of the Capitol building and 

handed out bags of free mer-

recently with COVID going down.”

Davis also said customers 

have been buying more at 

Arno Chocolate in the past 

few months and she expects to 

have even more business in the 

near future. Just she and her husband 

have worked at the shop since its open-

ing in 2019, so they haven’t directly felt 

the recent labor shortage. They have 

Businesses fill Capitol for 28th annual Buy Idaho show

Crowd gathers in Boise to protest 

COVID-19 mandates, support truckers

BRIAN MYRICK / IDAHO PRESS

Supporters wave flags as truckers with The People’s Convoy arrive near the TA Travel Center along Broadway Avenue off Interstate 84 in Boise 

Children wave flags on Wednesday in support of truckers who were a part of The People’s 

Convoy, which passed through Boise on Wednesday.

season in the Valley of Plenty, with cherries 
More than 3,500 pounds of cherries are 

More than once during the 87 years of the event, local cherries weren’t quite ready and regional substitutes were provided. 

July, as previously reported.The American Farmland Trust 

‘MY RIGHT TO FARM’ Leaders weigh protecting agriculture amid rapid development

and regional substitutes were provided. With the development of some earlier 
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