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WIC program Looking at alternatives
to see changes Plant-based ‘meat’ not having impacts locally
By JESSE RICE
Staff Writer

By KYLIE HAWN
Staff Writer
For area residents who are a part of the WIC (Women,
Infants, Chldren) program Huntingdon County, as well as
Bedford and Fulton Counties, there will be a new way for
them to shop for WIC food benefits beginning in September.
In September, those who use WIC food benefits will use an
electronic benefits transfer, and there will be no more paper
checks sent to WIC recipients.
As part of this change, WIC participants will save time at
the checkout and can buy WIC foods in as many shopping
trips as they need throughout the month. Those who participate may also have access to a new WICShopper Smart Phone
App, allowing them to scan a food’s bar code to determine if
it is a WIC-allowed food.
This means that paper checks will be a thing of the past,
according to Melissa Mobley, director for the WIC program
in Huntingdon, Bedford and Fulton counties.
“WIC is excited to offer a new, convenient way for our
families to shop,” said Mobley.
Mobley also explained how this will make shopping easier
for those who receive these benefits.
“Shopping can be done on demand for whatever WIC item
is needed,” said Mobley. “With paper checks, customers had
to purchase all the items on a single check at one time. If
someone needs just a half gallon or milk, or a few bananas, eWIC makes that possible. Depending on the store, WIC
items may also be purchased with other grocery items — there
won’t be a need to even separate out WIC foods.”
She also mentioned how the app can be used for those who
download it.
“The PA WIC food list identifies products that are available and allowed by WIC,” said Mobley. “The WIC Shopper
app allows customers to scan a product and see if it’s WIC
allowed. The app does not tell customers if the product is
available in their current WIC prescription.”
WIC provides services at over 250 clinic sites throughout
Pennsylvania, and WIC serves approximately 205,000 pregnant women, infants and children under age 5. These WIC
families shop at more than 1,500 grocery stores in the state.
Total spending from WIC recipients throughout the state
is around $248 million a year with their WIC food benefits.
Kylie can be reached at khawn@huntingdondailynews.
com.

Plant-based meat substitutes seem to be making
headlines recently, with Burger King starting to sell the
Impossible Burger, a burger
that’s meat free, and states
like Arkansas are trying to
require only products from
animals use the words “burger” or “jerky.”
But, how does it affect
farmers in Huntingdon County?
Matt Barnett, president of
the Huntingdon County Farm
Bureau, said the effect so far
has been minimal.
“It is known, but I haven’t
seen or heard of anything that
it is affecting,” he said.
Barnett said the industry
will have to wait to see how it
will truly affect them.
“Right now (non-animal
meat) is in the beginning
stage, so we’ll see how it’s
going to pan out,” he said,
adding, “I think consumers
prefer real beef than something that would be created in
a lab.”
Barnett said he would be
generally in favor of not allowing non-animal meats to use
the terms “burger,” “meat,” or
“jerky,” as is being attempted
in states like Arkansas, Missouri, Mississippi, Montana,
South Dakota and Wyoming.
“I think people need to
know the difference between
what’s made in a lab … and
what’s grown on a farm,” he
said.
Bob Whittaker, farm manager of Separate Peace farm,
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Ivan Whittaker opens the fence for some beef cows at Separate Peace farm
in Huntingdon. Local farmers have not felt the impact of plant-based “meat”
alternatives as of yet.
purely on grass for food and
said some people get confused
by the difference between
grass-fed and grass-finished.
“Grass fed … is a really loose definition,” he said.
Some people may assume
grass-fed means the animals
is raised entirely on grass and
not kept confined to the barn,
but Whittaker said farmers
can raise an animal in a confined space and on grain and
still call their animals grassfed as long as they switch the

outside of Huntingdon, agreed
and compared it to soy milk.
“I definitely think when
people see the word milk or
burger, in their minds, they
relate it to an actual burger,”
he said. “That’s just marketing 101.”
Whittaker said while he
doesn’t think it would impact
him personally, he thinks
labelling can sometimes be
confusing to people who are
not as familiar with the product. He raises his animals

animal to grass before it is
butchered.
“That’s really misleading,” he said. “Grass-finished
animals are on the pasture
their whole life, eating grass
and not getting corn silage or
grain.”
However, Whittaker said
even those definitions are not
universal.
“I don’t think there are

See Alternatives
Page 3

Gordmans to take place of Peebles Tussey board talks
filling SRO post
By NATHAN WOODS
Staff Writer

The department store
Peebles
in
Huntingdon
Plaza will be converted into
a Gordmans store in early
2020.
Both Peebles and Gordmans fall under their parent company, Stage, and its
community of stores.
The decision to make the
change came about because
consumers were responding
so positively to Gordmans
across the country.
“Stage is converting a
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By RON MORGAN
Staff Writer
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The Peebles in Huntingdon Plaza will be closing in early 2020 and will be converted into a Gordmans. Gordmans is an off-price retailer, offering lower prices compared to department stores. Peebles and Gordmans fall under their
parent company, Stage.

Juniata makes list
for alcohol usage
By NATHAN WOODS
Staff Writer
Juniata College was featured in Princeton Review’s
yearly survey of college students, coming in at number
13 in the category of “Lots
of Hard Liquor.”
The rankings cover 62
categories, and there are
140,000 student participants
in the survey across 385 colleges and universities.
“It’s a concern that the
college takes seriously,” said

Tussey Mountain School
Board reviewed a tentative agenda for next week’s
regular board session that
includes a motion to contract with Saxton Borough
Council for the position of
a school resource officer
(SRO) Monday evening.
The position, along with
a job description for the
SRO, will be among several back-to-school motions
the board is expected to act
on next Monday evening,

Matthew Damschroder, vice
president for student life and
dean of students. “Part of
educational process is developing qualities of character
in our students. That involves
looking at how they interact
with each other, and we’re
always working to help students make better choices
and to reduce risks while still
giving them opportunities to
have fun,” he said.
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Vacant posts filled in Alexandria Borough
By NATHAN WOODS
Staff Writer
The Alexandria Borough Council
unanimously approved a motion to
accept the applications of three borough residents to become members of
Alexandria Borough Council last night.
Mary Jane Walker, Tori Wilt and
Jane Pilch will be joining the council,
following a motion to accept the resignation of council member Adrian Lane.
The three new council members will
be sworn in at the Magisterial District
Justice office in the near future, bringing the council to its full capacity of
seven council members.
Regarding the proposed tree removals in the borough pertaining to the
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noted board president James
L. Hodge who opened last
night’s workshop with a
30-minute executive session
called for personnel matters.
The SRO position which
expired the end of last school
year, has been discussed at
length by both Saxton Borough Council and the school
district administration, with
the full school board slated to act on the position
next week. Details of the
proposed contract will be
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shade tree ordinance, Mr. James Savage, a professor of horticulture at Penn
State University and a certified arborist of over 25 years of experience, at
the invitation of council member Judy
Scott, spoke before the council.
“I’ve been on international committees dealing with trees in urban areas
all of my life, so I have a pretty good
background. As far as the 12 trees I
was shown in the borough, one tree had
some issues that are correctable. None
of the trees I was shown were removable. You have several on the street here
that are hazardous and should be dealt
with. How I think you need to deal with
this is to have an inventory done,” he
said.
Council President Mike Smith noted
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that this was what he had suggested to
Mark Troutman, an arborist hired by
the council to inspect the trees.
However, Troutman, present at the
meeting, had just previously resigned
his services to the council as he said the
whole issue was “a hornet’s nest,” and
did not wish to be involved.
“Penn State (Cooperative) Extension
can help you with this. We have programs that help you with this and can
teach your people how to correct this.
I have the contacts and we can do this,”
said Savage.
Savage provided his information to
borough secretary John Casas.
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DON’T MISS OUR SUMMER SALE Thurs., Aug. 8 - Wed., Aug. 14
80% Lean Ground Beef USDA Value Pack ......................... $2.49 lb.
Boneless & Skinless Chicken Breast Tenders Value Pack . $2.49 lb.
18851 Sandy Ridge Station
Orbisonia, PA 17243
447-3270
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 8 a.m. - 9 p.m.;
Sun. 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Orbisonia (Inside Sandy Ridge Market)
814-447-3020

California Strawberries Sweet, Juicy, 1 lb. cont. ....................... 2/$5
Provolone or Swiss Cheese ................................................ $3.99 lb.

Bananas
29¢ lb.

Juniata Wieners 1 lb. pkg.a........................................................ 2/$3

Pepsi, Diet Pepsi, Dr. Pepper
or Mt Dew
6 pk./16-16.9 oz. bottles

4/$

Turkey Hill Iced Teas all varieties, gal. jug ...............................$1.88
Best Yet K-Cup Coffee 36 ct. box ............................................ $6.99

814-447-3507
Open 7 Days A Week 5 a.m. - 11 p.m.

9

All Varieties. No limit

These are just a few items, many more specials! While Supplies Last - No Rainchecks. Not Responsible for Typographical Errors.
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Restaurant

814-447-3500
Open 7 Days A Week 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.

