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New homeowners wanted Experts talk
Habitat seeks family to partner with new renovation

mental health

By KYLIE HAWN
Staff Writer

By NATHAN WOODS
Staff Writer

As it embarks on its next
build in later this month,
Huntingdon Area Habitat for
Humanity is looking for someone to call the project home.
The home is a three-bedroom, one-bath home at 108
18th St., Huntingdon Borough,
and construction is expected to
begin later this month, according to Habitat board members.
Dave Drews with Huntingdon Area Habitat for Humanity discussed what is required
for a family to partner with
Huntingdon Area Habitat for
Humanity for a home.
“There are three basic
requirements to be eligible
to be a Habitat homeowner,”
said Drews. “First, the potential family needs to have a
significant housing problem.
For example, they may not
have enough bedrooms for
their family size, their house is
unsafe, the heat may be inadequate or rental and utility costs
exceed their budgets.”
Monthly income of families
is also needed to see if they
qualify for a Habitat home.
“Families
must
have
enough monthly income to pay
the mortgage, taxes, insurance
and other living expenses,”
said Drews. “Their income
must also be enough to pay
any current debt. In Hunting-

Juniata College hosted the
James E. Van Zandt Mental
Health Summit Friday, which
focused its discussions around
the topics of the suicide and
the opioid crisis.
A panel of experts comprised of officials from the
James E. Van Zandt VA Medical Center in Altoona, as well
as local officials, spoke on the
topic of the opioid crisis to
start off the event.
Dr. Derek Coughenour, the
associate director for operations at the James E. Van
Zandt VA Medical Center,
highlighted the importance of
what today’s event had set out
to do.
“I thought a lot about
today, and first I want to thank
all the veterans in the room
for your service. I think suicide, veteran and non-veteran,
has touched nearly everyone
in this room ... This week is
suicide prevention week, and
this event really gives us an
opportunity to educate and
work together to not just prevent, but eliminate, suicide.
It’s going to take everyone to
battle suicide and the opioid
crisis. There’s only so many
of us at the VA and we need
everyone in the community to
help,” he said.
Juniata College President
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Huntingdon Area Habitat for Humanity is looking for a partner/homeowner for
a new build they’re taking on in late September at 108 18th St., Huntingdon
Borough.
don County, the income limit
for a family of four is between
$31,000 and $50,000, before
taxes are taken out. Minimum income for a family of
two is $25,000, if there is no
current debt. That’s about

$500 income per week before
taxes.”
Sweat equity is also
required for families that wish
to partner with Habitat for a
home.
The third requirement is

that the family is willing to
partner with Habitat to help to
build their house and to participate in a mentoring program,”
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James Troha spoke briefly,
pointing out the shared goals
of the different organizations
to the college’s after thanking
all the veterans present for
their service.
“Mental health concerns
for students who are currently
going to college is probably
one of the top three things that
are facing us on a year to year
basis. Maybe we can connect
with some of the work that all
of you are doing to provide
some support we may need
here,” he said.
Rufus Brenneman, a magisterial district judge for
Huntingdon County, talked
about new measures the courts
are taking to aid those struggling with opioid or other
addictions.
“When someone comes to
me they’ve usually hit rock
bottom, or they’re at the point
where they need help,” he
said. “Something the courts
are doing recently, we’re
doing a pre-diversionary program, where they’re evaluating defendants prior to trial.
Our probation department will
do an interview with them and
if there’s a drug or alcohol or
opioid issue we’re going to try
to get treatment to these people sooner instead of incarcerating them where they’re not
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Campers have PDA official addresses disease concerns
booking options
By KYLIE HAWN
Staff Writer

By KYLIE HAWN
Staff Writer
Those who like to camp
at Raystown Lake, but like to
plan in advance, will now be
able to do so for the fall and
spring seasons in 2020.
Up until this point, campsites at Raystown Lake were
available on a first-come, firstserve basis during the spring
and fall seasons.

“Reservations for campsites at Raystown Lake started near the end of the 1990s,”
said Allen Gwinn, park ranger
with the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers at Raystown Lake.
“At Raystown, we held on to
walk-in seasons being in the
spring and fall. We wanted
it to be convenient for local
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Concerns regarding a swine
CAFO operation and African
swine fever were raised at a
recent meeting of the Todd
Township Supervisors.
Despite those concerns,
the state Department of Agriculture has had no cases of
suspected African swine fever
reported to the agency, and
there have been no cases of
African swine fever reported
in the U.S.
It does, however, remain a

ReInvision Huntingdon’s
Community Garden project
at 505 Moore St. is looking
to grow after some successful
summer months.
“We have a nice team of
three dedicated volunteers this
year, which is enough to keep
the garden going, but we’re
always looking for more volunteers. The more hands the
more we can grow,” said Nick
Miller, the gardener who oversees the project.
This
year’s
harvest
includes: tomatoes, peppers,
kale, cucumbers, zucchini,
chard, cabbage, radishes and
garlic.
A “local revitalization

organization,”
ReInvision
Huntingdon seeks to strengthen the Huntingdon community
by creating opportunities for

huge concern to federal and
state officials, as the disease is

local projects and educational
programming.
“One of our missions is to
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The Community Garden at 505 Moore St.
in Huntingdon has had
a wide-ranging harvest over the past few
months, including tomatoes, peppers, kale, radishes and garlic, among
other
produce.
The
public is encouraged to
attend one of the work
sessions at 5:30 p.m.
each Tuesday. Free
starter kits and gardening expertise are provided.

Orby Lions seek
homecoming help
As the Orbisonia Lions
Club looks ahead to 2020,
members are seeking input on
what would be the 60th annual
Orbisonia-Rockhill
Homecoming celebration.
Next year’s event is scheduled for July 22-25, 2020, at
the Lions Park in Orbisonia.
“A lot of people take vacation and come back home to
visit for the homecoming,”
said Lions Club secretary Don
Peterson. “It’s a good time for
everyone, but we’ve gotten to
the point where we need the
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a highly contagious and deadly diseases among domestic

“It wouldn’t be in the interest of a hog
farmer to fail to report it. African swine
fever is 100% fatal to pigs, so it’s not in
anyone’s interest to fail to report it. It’s in
their best interest to report it because it’s
their livelihood.”

Community Garden growth continues
By NATHAN WOODS
Staff Writer

Shannon Powers
PDA spokesperson

and wild pig populations, and
has spread rapidly in countries like China, Mongolia and
Vietnam as well as countries
in sub-Saharan Africa.
Powers said since it’s a
deadly disease, it gives the
state Department of Agriculture regulatory authority, so
if farms were to suspect pigs
were dying, or there were
symptoms of the disease, they
would have to report it.
For example, at the
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community to pitch in and
help us out.”
In an effort to seek help
and ideas from the community, club members will hold a
meeting at the Lions building
at 7 p.m. Monday, Sept. 16, to
gauge the public’s interest on
keeping the tradition alive and
seek ideas for the anniversary
event.
“The
Lions
basically
inherited the homecoming
and we’ve been doing this
for the past few years and
we really need help from the
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