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Six amazing figures from myth and legend

Illustrations by Brian Williamson

Cyclops
A one-eyed giant
from Greek
mythology

Famous for: The
ancient Greeks
believed in
monstrous giants
called cyclopes
who each had a
single eye in the
middle of their
head. According
to one legend,
there were

three cyclopes
who made the
lightning bolts
thrown by

Zeus, the king

of the gods.

Itzpapalotl
An Aztec warrior
goddess who
could appear

in many forms

Famous for: A
powerful goddess
from ancient
Aztec mythology,
ltzpapalotl would
guard over
women during
childbirth. She
could appear

in many forms,
including as a
beautiful woman
and as a skeleton
with the wings of
a giant butterfly.
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Medusa
Mythical Greek

monster with hair
made of snakes

Famous for:
Medusa had
writhing snakes
for hair, and her

gaze would make

anyone who
looked at her
turn to stone.
She was killed
by the Greek
hero Perseus,
who avoided
Medusa's gaze

by only looking at

her reflection in

his bronze shield.

Maui
Polynesian
trickster demigod
who carried a

giant fishhook

Famous for:
Acunning
demi-god, Maui
could change his
shape and turn
himself into any
type of animal.
His heroic feats
include slowing

down the sunso §

that the days
could last
longer

and

using

his fishhook to
haul up what
would become
the North
Island of

Zealand (which
is known as “the

fish of Maui”)
from the bottom

of the sea.

Golem
A clay figure from
Jewish folklore

who comes to life

Famous for:
Golems start out
as small statues
made from clay
but they can be
brought to life.
Living golems are
supernaturally
strong and will
always obey the
commands of
the person who
created them,
doing good or evil
deeds depending
on their wishes.
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Anubis

An ancient
Egyptian god
of the dead

Famous for:
One of the gods
of ancient Egypt,
Anubis either
takes the form

of a jackal or of
amanwitha
jackal's head. He
is the Egyptian
god of burial
and, according
to legend, the
inventor of
embalming, the
process by which
mummies are
made. Anubis
also guides souls
of the dead to the
ancient Egyptian
underworld.
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