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Spreading cheer for Thanksgiving
(SUN POST STAFF PHOTO BY KEVIN MILLER)

Brooklyn Park Mayor Lisa Jacobson hands out a free turkey at the south precinct Brooklyn Park police station Nov. 18. The giveaway was a joint effort 
between the Philando Castile Relief Foundation and Minnesota Acts Now , a nonpro“ t that the city hired this summer for street outreach and violence inter-
ruption. The president of the organization, Spiritual Church of God•s Bis hop Harding Smith, said he was •overjoyedŽ to be able to distribute the 200 turkeys 
as well as gift cards to the community.

By KEVIN MILLER
kevin.miller@apgecm.com

The Brooklyn Center City Council 
considered adjusting its budget Nov. 
15, with representatives from Communi-
ties United Against Police Brutality and 
the American Civil Liberties Union of 
Minnesota arguing that the city would 
realize budget savings by more fully im-
plementing new response models for the 
police department. 

In introducing the presentations, 
Mayor Mike Elliott said he had request-
ed Communities United Against Police 
Brutality to provide numbers re� ecting 
•what it might look like for us to have a 
community response team (and a traf� c 
enforcement unit).Ž 

The discussion was taking place 
within a budget context, he explained. 
The council has already approved a pre-
liminary budget and property tax levy, 
which legally binds the council from 
raising the levy beyond the certi� ed 
maximum limit.

Elliott said he plans to •draft a pro-
posal for how to maybe go about look-
ing at our funding plan for next year as 
it relates to public safety in light of these 
two presentations, and work with staff  
as well. I don•t envision that everybody 
is on the same page right now, quite hon-
estly.Ž

With budget deadlines for 2022 loom-
ing, it•s unclear whether there is an ap-
petite among councilmembers to sub-
stantially change the budget beyond the 
earlier proposal brought forward by the 

BC mulls 
budget 
changes 
for public 
safety plans

See Budget , Page 6


