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Kids Summer Camp Program • Riding Lessons • Birthday Parties • Barrel Racing/4-H/WSCA Game Clinics
• Pasture & Boxstall Boarding • Public Trail Riding by Appt. & Much More

We offer a variety of activities for anyone who has
a love for horses and animals! We help all experience

levels from beginners to advanced riders.

651.226.2027
www.sunnysidestables.org

We offe ariety of activities for anyone who has

Sunnyside Stables Camp Registration NOW OPEN!S

On 75 rolling Acres in Beautiful Rosemount, MN

Farmington Tiger spirit roars in 
support for Ben Dapper and family 

Young man ready to fight cancer for second time

  by Kara Hildreth
SUN THISWEEK

DAKOTA COUNTY TRIBUNE

 Second-grader Ben 
Dapper smiled wide 
and rode atop his fa-
ther’s shoulders while 
skating across the ice 
Sunday, Jan. 9, at the 
Schmitz-Maki Arena 
in Farmington, as 
hundreds roared with 
cheers of  support to 
prop up this young 
man who just received 
the news he will need 
to tackle cancer for 
the second time.
 Ben is the son of 
Farmington natives, 
Nathan and Brigitte 
Dapper and is the 
younger brother of 
Matthew and Isaac. 
Nathan works as 
an assistant hockey 
coach for the Farm-
ington High School. 
 Hundreds of  hock-
ey families and the 
community showed 
up early on the frigid 
Minnesota morning 
to express goodwill 
with hugs, words of 
encouragement, and 
private prayers. 
 Farmington High 
Tiger spirit roared 
with cheers from var-
sity hockey teams and 
the  cheerleaders who 
were dancing to the 
drum beat of  sup-

port from the award-
winning Farmington 
High bands. 
 The rally served 
as the last time this 
season Ben will prac-
tice with fellow team-
mates. 
 Ben headed to the 

hospital Monday to 
begin four to six weeks 
of  intensive biopsies 
and chemotherapy. 
This will be Ben’s sec-
ond battle with cancer 
since he fought off  
leukemia in 2018. His 
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TOP: Hundreds of community members yelled 
out Ben’s name and cheered loudly to support him 

and his family who stood together in the arena 
surrounded by Farmington hockey players. 

RIGHT: This rally served as the last time this 
season Ben Dapper could practice hockey with 

his fellow teammates while having fun on the ice 
skating with friends. 

Rosemount band 
rises to the top

Successful year capped 
with 2023 Tournament 

of Roses Parade 
selection

by Tad Johnson
SUN THISWEEK

DAKOTA COUNTY TRIBUNE

 The Rosemount High School march-
ing band had a very eventful 2021, which 
went a long way toward making up for the 
lost 2020 competition season. 
 The band won the Youth in Music 
state championship, placed in the top 10 
of the Bands of America Super Regional 
Competition, advanced to its first Bands 
of America Grand Nationals Champi-
onships where it was a semifinalist, and 
capped it with announcement of its selec-
tion to perform in the 2023 Tournament 
of Roses Parade in Pasadena, California. 
 The Rose Bowl announcement was 
made during the band’s annual banquet 
on Nov. 22, which generated plenty of ex-
citement for the 250-member crew.
 Rosemount is the first high school to 
be selected to perform for a second time at 
the parade that’s typically has a television 
viewing audience of 47 million in the U.S. 
and more than 300 million in over 220 
countries worldwide. 
 The Marching Irish also made the cut 
in a more rigorous selection process than 
usual.
 Because the international bands who 
were selected for 2022 were carried over to 
2023 due to COVID-19 travel restrictions, 
there were fewer spots available for high 
school bands.  
 Out of the 300 bands that applied to 
perform, only four high school bands 
were accepted. When Rosemount was se-
lected for the 2014 parade, it was among 
16 high school bands selected from among 
50 applicants. 
 “That was pretty spectacular to us,” 
Sieve said. 

See Ben,23A See Band, 23A


