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In an eff ort to make space for several teachers and classrooms, the 
Houston School Board approved the purchase of two off -campus build-
ings at its regular meeting on � ursday, Jan. 6. 

Superintendent Mary Morem said Houston does not currently have 
enough instructional space for all teachers on staff , leading some to share 
spaces, and in one case, having three teachers share a room and move 
around the building throughout the day. Morem said that needs to be a 
priority.

St. Mary’s Catholic Church and the ABLE building were both up for 
consideration. Morem said both are very diff erent from each other and 
would serve the district in diff erent ways. 

She said the district needs a strategic plan of what to use it for and be 
purposeful in how to use them. She encouraged the board to get input 
from a committee and constituents. 

� e district does have lease levy authority to purchase the buildings, 
which they have not tapped into in recent years. � is would not place a 
burden on taxpayers. 

� e board moved into closed session at the end of the meeting to 

discuss the purchase. When they came back into open session, the board 
agreed to try and purchase the buildings, Morem told the Argus later.

Discussion items
� e board approved the purchase of a new projector for the high school 

gymnasium, as the current one broke down during in-service at the begin-
ning of the school year. � e new one is a big upgrade, with a laser lens and 
new capabilities, Superintendent Mary Morem relayed.

In preparation to abide by Minnesota OSHA standards, the board 
approved a motion that will implement policy 491. � at policy states any 
employees who are not fully vaccinated for Covid-19 must mask and/or 
do weekly testing. OSHA said employers with over 100 employees need 
to implement a similar policy or require all employees to be vaccinated. 
Because Houston has the Minnesota Virtual Academy, they are required 
to implement a policy.

However, the approval was contingent upon the Supreme Court deci-
sion on Jan. 7 that discussed the OSHA standard adopted on Jan. 3, 2022. 

Other news
� e board elected Tom Stilin as chair, Josh Norlein as vice chair, Mark 

Swenson as clerk and Gene Lundak as treasurer. � ey also approved a 
motion to combine the treasurer and clerk position in the offi  ce of busi-
ness aff airs.

Bremer Bank was designated as the school’s offi  cial depositor, and � e 
Caledonia Argus was designated as the offi  cial newspaper. 

New this year, the board will only meet once a month to conduct board 
business. � ey will schedule second meetings or study sessions as needed. 
Board member Mimi Carlson expressed concern that without a second 
meeting, she did not want to be surprised on “something new and big 
and decide on the spot.” She added she wanted time to talk to people and 
get feedback on topics. Board chair Tom Stilin agreed and asked board 
members to bring the topic up in a study session if they wanted more 
discussion on it. 

Nevertheless, the board approved the new schedule. Regular meetings 
will take place on the fi rst � ursday of each month, barring any holidays. 
If a second meeting is needed, those will likely be scheduled for the third 
� ursday of the month.

� e board also increased its board pay, from $40 to $50 for two 
assigned board meetings in one day, per meeting for any additional meet-
ings beyond the fi rst measure and then $50 for a half-day meeting as well. 

� e board also approved the 2021 audit. 
Next meeting
� e next regular meeting of the Houston School Board is scheduled for 

Feb. 3, at 6 p.m. in the high school library. 
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Stemming from increasing plas-
tic prices and ability to maintain 
current employees, Richard’s Sani-
tation asked the City of Brownsville 
to consider switching to garbage 
and recycling carts in July 2022. 

Many of Richard’s Sanitation’s 
cities have made the switch, with 
more expected to leave bags behind 
in 2022. Owner Greg Skauge said 
he’d like all of the residential areas 
he serves to be on the automat-
ed truck route. A 65-gallon and 
95-gallon heavy-duty plastic tote 
on wheels are placed at the end of 
the driveway, and an arm comes 

down from the truck and dumps 
it over, eliminating the need for a 
second person to pick up the bags. 
Furthermore, residents would be 
allowed to use any garbage bag, not 
just the yellow bags. 

However, council member 
Tim Klug and Mayor Al Whitesitt 
expressed two main concerns with 
the totes. First, the price would be 
$15 more on the city utility bills 
($15 covers the two totes). � ey 
also asked how the totes hold up 
in windy conditions and who is 
responsible for damaged totes. 

Skauge answered that plastic 
bag prices will increase to $1.95 
in March. � e totes are relatively 
heavy and don’t roll too far. � e 

resident is responsible for damages 
unless the damage was caused by 
Richard’s Sanitation. To replace a 
damaged tote is $60. 

Council members Jake Daniel-
son and John Jangula said they 
understood that employment was 
limited and it’s harder to fi nd peo-
ple to work. Jangula added that if 
the city wants Richard’s “to provide 
the service, we have to work with 
him to provide the service. If he 
can’t hire people, he can’t provide 
the service.”

If the city does sign the contract, 
the switch would likely happen in 
July and the city would need to 

By Jordan Gerard
Editor, � e Caledonia Argus

Hard work pays off  for four Caledonia High 
School students, who were recently awarded top 
honors. 

� e Minnesota State High School League 
Triple A award stands for Academics, Arts and 
Athletics. � e award honors seniors who have 
a 3.0 GPA or higher and who participate in 
League-sponsored athletics and fi ne arts activi-
ties. Four statewide award winners will be cho-
sen and receive a $1,000 scholarship. 

To qualify, a senior must: 
• Have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher
• Participate in at least one league-sponsored 

athletic program and one arts/activity program
• Comply with MSHSL’s Student Code of 

Conduct

• Complete the application form and submit 
it by the deadline

From Caledonia, seniors Brady Augedahl 
and Sadie Treptow earned that award.

Brady Augedahl
Current GPA: 3.7
What are your plans a� er high school?
I plan on attending University of Wisconsin 

– La Crosse to get a bachelor’s degree in Com-
puter Engineering, and then attending graduate 
school a� erwards.

What MSHSL activities do you participate in?
I participate in Robotics and Baseball.
What drives you to work hard in academics, 

arts and athletics?
I always have a set of personal academic goals 

to achieve every semester. I’m also a very com-
petitive person which drives me to win in both 
robotics and baseball.

What advice do you have for younger students 
to achieve their goals?

Find ways to stay motivated and hold your-
self to higher standards than those around you.

Why is working hard important to you now 
and later in life?

Working hard has continually led me to suc-
ceed, so I know it will continue in the future.

Sadie Treptow
Current GPA: 4.0
What are your plans a� er high school?
A� er high school, I will attend Viterbo Uni-

versity where I will play volleyball as well as 
major in nursing. A� er undergrad, I plan on 
going to dental school. 

What MSHSL activities do you participate in?
I am currently involved in volleyball, basket-
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Community
SWCD seat open

Open seat on Soil and Water 
Conservation District

See page 5

Lions Club Peace 

Posters
Two students win poster 
contest

See page 7
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Sports
Warriors

Girls basketball claims vic-
tory over D-E, St. Charles

Wrestling takes wins

See page 8

Obituaries
Donella Griffi n
Roy Lietzau
Wilma Meyer
LeRoy DeWall

See page 5

“Brrr!” would be an understatement. Temperatures reached about 
22 degrees below zero on Friday morning, Jan. 7.

Craig Moorhead/The Caledonia Argus

Seniors, juniors earn awards for hard work and dedication
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Citing impacts to electric coop-
eratives and other entities from 
“severe storms, heavy winds, and 
a tornado” on Dec. 15, Houston 
County commissioners declared a 
state of  emergency on Jan. 4.  

Emergency management direc-
tor Mark Olson said the declara-
tion could enable state funds to 
fl ow to help with local damages 
to power distribution systems as 
well as debris cleanup costs for 
the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources. � ose currently 
total $37,307, but could rise. � at 
amount is also closing in on the 

$38,628 level of damages necessary 
for emergency payments to occur, 
he added. 

“We’re expecting both MiEnergy 
and the Minnesota DNR amounts 
to climb yet,” Olson stated. So far, 
preliminary damage estimates from 
Houston County townships have 
not reached the necessary $3,500 
“project threshold,” for reimburse-
ments, the director noted.

Commissioners began their 
fi rst meeting of 2022 by appointing 
District Five representative Greg 
Myhre as chairman for 2022. Dis-
trict One Commissioner Dewey 
Severson will serve as vice chair-
man.

Most of the committee assign-

ments which board members held 
in 2021 were renewed as-is. Some 
key posts include Commissioners 
Dewey Severson and Bob Burns on 
the Community Services Standing 
Committee, Commissioners Teresa 
Walter and Eric Johnson on the 
Land Use/Public Works Standing 
Committee, and Myhre and John-
son on the Personnel/Negotiating 
Committee. Severson and Myhre 
will be serving on the Finance 
Standing Committee. Burns and 
Myhre will serve on the Airport 
Commission. � e Parks Commit-
tee will feature Burns and Severson. 
Myhre will represent the board on 

County declares State of Emergency 
from December storm

Brady Augedahl
Triple A recipient

Sadie Treptow
Triple A recipient

Evan Hawkins
ExCEL recipient

Miranda Schroeder
ExCEL recipient

Brownsville council considers garbage totes
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Bitter cold, Frigid Temps move in 

Houston School Board needs room to grow
Board purchases two new classroom spaces


