
Elks speech 
team talks 
its way into 
Top 20 in 
nation
ERHS has �rst �nalist, 
and a top 10 semi�nalist 
as team earns team of 
excellence distinction
by Jim Boyle
Editor

The Elk River High 
School speech team has 
made another splash at 
the National Speech and 
Debate Tournament. 

Olivia Kramer became 
Elk River’s �rst �nalist in 
the competition. She �n -
ished �fth in the nation in 
the oratory competitions. 

Sam Peterson was a 
semi�nalist, and she �n -
ished 10th in the nation 
in the informative compe -
tition. 

The team as a whole 
earned the distinction of 
being a team of excellence 
by �nishing in the top 20 
in the nation. 

“I felt just so proud and 
honored to represent my 
team at the level I did, 
because I couldn’t have 
gotten there without ev -
ery one of my teammates 
supporting me along the 
way as well as (teacher 
and coach Allision Harm -
er),” Kramer said.

Members of the nation -
als team included Kram -
er, Peterson, Andrew 
Christopherson, Regan 
VanAvery, Alyson Misko -
wic, Lucy Leither, Emma 
Loretz and Pablo Alek -
sandrowicz.

The national tourna -
ment is part of the Na -
tional Speech and Debate 
Association, an honor soci -
ety for high school speech 

Ordinance change will 
give Zimmerman ability 
to �ne those who fail 
to follow watering 
rules; cost of irrigation 
also increased by 2nd 
city council resolution
by Jim Boyle
Editor

The city of Zimmerman’s 
efforts to get its residents 
conserve water during 
a drought have been ig -
nored one too many times, 
so the council on June 
21 adopted an ordinance 
amendment giving its 
staff some teeth to enforce 
water regulations.

The city allows even-odd 
day watering between 8 
p.m. and 8 a.m. to conserve 
water during a drought. 
So residences with 
even-numbered addresses 
water during those time 
frames on even-num -
bered days, while those 
with odd-numbered ad -
dresses water during 
the odd-numbered days 
during the prescribed 
times. 

As drought conditions 
have intensi�ed, the city’s 
public works department 
has been making house 
calls to talk to residents 
and placing door hangers 
on door handles asking 
for compliance. Most were 
receptive, and even wel -
comed help adjusting the 
timers on their sprinkler 
systems. Some were not, 
and suggested city staff 
take a hike or worse. Noth -
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by Jim Boyle
Editor

Road construction sea -
son is hot and heavy in 
Elk River, and contrac -
tors won’t be lifting their 
foot off the gas for sever -
al seasons to come.

City Engineer and Pub -
lic Works Director Justin 
Femrite gave status up -
dates on June 21 to the 
Elk River City Council, 
and he spoke about how 
the Highway 169 free -
way project is shaping 
up. Work will likely begin 
on the state’s $157 mil -
lion project at the begin -
ning of next year’s road 
construction season.

Things have been 
pushed up to get ready 
for the earlier than ex -
pected start. For exam -
ple, utility work is going 
on at Main Street be -

tween Highway 169 and 
Zane/Line Avenue.  

“We’re getting our sani -
tary sewer line out of the 
way for the 169 project. 
We have a crossing there 
at Main Street that we’re 
going to redirect and 
send to a different lift 
station over by Walmart,” 
Femrite said.

There’s also manhole 
work and pavement 
patches in that area, he  
said.

Femrite noted that 
Sherburne County is 
also working on a couple 
of contracts this summer 
involving the east side of 
Elk River, including the 
County Road 12 project, 
which is still under con -
struction with detours on 
the east end and mainte -
nance of single lane traf -
�c between Twin Lakes 

Road and Zane. That 
project will be substan -
tially complete around 
July 4th, and will include 
a new signal light in op -
eration at Twin Lakes 
Road and County Road 
12. 

“Their contract does al -
low for them to go beyond 
July 4, but that has been 
the date they are shoot -
ing for to be out of that 
project,” Femrite said. 

The next county project 
will be CSAH 13 later 
this summer, provided 
they can get through 
all plan approvals and 
get beyond a potential 
government shutdown, 
which would bog down 
plan approvals and con -
tract approvals in the 

Traffic snarls of 2021 to be continued
MnDOT looks to keep foot on gas in 2022 with Highway 169 Redefine

Photo by Jim Boyle

Elk River motorists have been navigating a summer of road closures 
and lane reductions as work is done on Highway 10, Jackson Avenue and 
elsewhere. Some of the work is to get ready for the Highway 169 project 
that will start in 2022.Road construction     
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Star News file photo of Elk RiverFest

Elk River residents and families will have chances to ride shuttle buses, dunk a legislator for 
Community Aid Elk River and ride a pony at the third Elk RiverFest on July 3 in downtown Elk River.

Elk RiverFest returns for its third 
installment in downtown Elk River
by Jim Boyle
Editor

Elk RiverFest will 
make its third appear -
ance in downtown Elk 
River in four years on 
July 3 after taking a 
year off during the pan -
demic.

The free community 
festival that brings peo -
ple together will also be 
moving them around 
with its �rst shuttle 
service that will run 
from 2 to 10 p.m. from 
Elk River High School 
to downtown Elk River 

and back. The free ser -
vice will drop people off 
at the corner of King Av -
enue and Main Street. 
In addition to taking 
the question of where to 
park when going to the 
festival out of the equa -
tion, it will also provide 
convenience to take in 
both the festival and 
the �reworks show that 
caps it all off.

“People will be able to 
park at the high school 
for free, and they will al -
ready have their spot for 
the �reworks,” said Kar -

en Wingard, Elk River’s 
farmer’s market and spe -
cial events coordinator.

Excitement is already 
building, Wingard told 
the Star News on June 
22.

“It’s hard to believe 
this will be only the 
third one,” Wingard said 
of the festival.

Another new feature 
at the event will be pony 
rides. 

With the help of First 
Bank Elk River, the 
event’s signature spon -
sor, there will be 200 

free rides given away 
at First Bank Elk Riv -
er’s downtown Elk Riv -
er of�ce at 812 Main 
St. starting on Monday, 
June 28.

Tickets for rides will be 
also be sold at the event 
for $5 a ride. Pets and 
Parties, a local vendor, 
will be offering the pony 
rides by the Mississippi 
River in the shaded low -
er parking lot. 

One additional new 
twist is Community Aid 
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Ignoring 
watering 
bans to 
become 
costly  


