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Public meetings 
returning to 
virtual format
By ANDREW WIG

andrew.wig@apgecm.com

The Edina City Council 
has opted not to impose a 
city-wide mask mandate 
in response to the latest 
COVID-19 surge, but did 
approve a measure aimed 
at helping the public ac-
cess the resources neces-
sary to combat the virus.

The council gathered 
for a special meeting Jan. 
7 to discuss the city’s re-
sponse to the omicron 
variant, which has rock-
eted the COVID-19 posi-
tivity rate to new heights.

Edina has now reached 

a seven-day case rate of 
1,000 per 100,000 people, 
a number that is “un-
like anything we’ve seen 
before,” Blair Harrison, 
assistant public health 
commissioner for Bloom-
ington Public Health, 
told the council.

“We have alarm bells 
going off,” she added 
later. “We’re incredibly 
concerned.”

While the omicron vari-
ant is thought to cause 
less severe disease than 
previous iterations, it is 
more transmissible and 
has become the domi-
nant strain in Minnesota, 
Harrison said. Although 
omicron appears to cause 
less severe infection, 

Edina City Council opts 
against mask mandate
during special meeting

School district to 
begin planning 
for new image

By CAITLIN ANDERSON

caitlin.anderson@apgecm.com

The menacing Hornet 
logo that has symbolized 
Edina Schools since the 
image was fi rst designed 
in 1981 is now being 
grounded.

The move comes after 
the copyright owner of 
the iconic Edina Hornets 
logo, Michael Otto, fi led 
a lawsuit in federal court 
against the district for its 
use of the image last week, 
according to an email sent 
to families by Superinten-
dent Stacie Stanley Jan. 
6. In response, the district 
will begin planning for 
the development of a new 
Hornet image.

“We are sorry that the 
Hornet logo as we know 
it, a symbol of our Edina 
school community, may 
change,” Stanley said in 
the email.

The lawsuit fi ling comes 
after a back-and-forth 
between Otto and the 
district over the use of 
the logo, effectively com-
ing into the public eye in 
mid-2021 when Otto sent 
a cease-and-desist letter 
to the district. The letter 

demanded that the district 
stop all use of the logo.

The reason, Otto said in 
the statement earlier this 
summer, is that the district 
began using his logo with 
an apparel and merchan-
dise company that he had 
not authorized.

Otto told the Sun Cur-
rent he could not com-
ment at this time due to 
the lawsuit.

Otto, who graduated 
from Edina-East High in 
1974, created the logo as 
part of a district contest 
in 1981 to create an image 

for the unifi cation of the 
two Edina high schools. 
Otto’s sketch won.

He soon copyrighted 
the image, which was his 
avenue for “protecting the 

Lawsuit to end use of Edina Hornet logo
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City expected 
to implement 
vaccine-or-
testing policy

Edina City Man-
ager Scott Neal told 

employees Jan. 7 that 
the city will imple-
ment a “Vaccine or 
Test” policy by Feb. 9, 
city spokesperson Jen-
nifer Bennerotte told 
the Sun Current in an 
email. More informa-
tion will be available at 
a later date.
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Edina Community Center walls are decorated with Hornet logos, as seen during an Edina High School 
basketball game against Jefferson High School Jan. 8.


