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SAHS Senior athletes receive •honorary letter.Ž Story on page 13
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Legals … Keep up on the latest 
notices in your area.
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INSIDE

SPORTS

May 12, 1920 … The city of Still-
water will spend $100 to purchase 
a half acre of land on Lily Lake to 
build a city bath house. Residents 
of Stillwater will now be able to 
bath and wash clothes in Lily Lake.

History … Brent Peterson writes 
about the life of a well loved city 
attorney.

Page 2

Your Voice … Gazette Columnist 
Margot Rheinberger and Louisa 
Westrup share an update from 
residents about what they are 
looking forward to after the pan-
demic.
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Entertainment … Zephyr Theatre 
and Valley Friendship Club will col-
laborate on silent-film project.
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BY STUART GROSKREUTZ
THE GAZETTE

After waiting through 
winter and a later than nor-
mal opening day, custom-
ers lined up nearly an hour 
before Nelson•s Ice Cream 
opened for the season on 
Saturday, May 2.

When the •OpenŽ sign � -
nally � ickered on at 11 a.m., 
patrons embraced the return 
of a familiar Stillwater es-
tablishment in abnormal 
times due to COVID-19.

•We have to come at least 
a couple times a year,Ž said 
Sarah Germain of Somer-
set, Wis. •It•s our favorite.Ž

The lines were de� nitely 
longer than usual, but that 
is by design.

Nelson•s manager Daved 
Najarian instituted several 
changes to provide social 
distancing for customers 
and employees to limit the 
risk of spreading the coro-
navirus.

Sidewalk markings pro-
vided guidance for custom-
ers as they waited in a line 
that stretched around the 
corner and down the side-
walk north along Greeley 
St.

•Normally 45 minutes is 
to the stop sign,Ž Najarian 
said. •It may look incredibly 
long, but the wait times are 

not anything to be scared 
of.Ž

Customers order imme-
diately after entering the 
building, which limits the 
number of people inside. 
The employees are wear-
ing masks and they•ve also 
stepped up the cleaning 
frequency for common ar-
eas, in addition to provid-
ing hand sanitizer atop the 
ATM and other locations 
in the building. Ropes are 

also used to keep custom-
ers a safe distance from the 
counters.

•We•re food service so we 
already had strong stan-
dards in place,Ž Najarian 
said. •We•re super happy to 
be open and proud of scoo-
pers for adapting to what 
we•re dealing with.Ž

The store is not serving 

See Ice Cream, Page 7
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A Stillwater Eagle 
Scout received a presti-
gious scholarship from the 
Northern Star Council. 
Aidan Lanz 
is a recipi-
ent of the 
Eagle Scout 
S c h o l a r -
ship, a 
p r o g r a m 
re c og n i z -
es Scouts 
who have 
displayed extraordinary 
achievement in academ-
ics, athletics, Scouting, 
and overall service to their 
community.  One hundred 
twenty-one Eagle Scouts 
applied for scholarships, 
and 21 were awarded. 

Lanz is a member of 
Troop 9162, chartered to 
Our Savior•s Lutheran 
Church in Stillwater. A 
senior at St. Paul Acad-
emy and Summit School, 
he conducted his own 
independent research 
project and entered it in 
the regional science fair. 
In scouting, Lanz was a 

Stillwater 
Eagle Scout 
receives top 
scholarship

Lanz

See Scout, Page 7

BY STEVE KARNOWSKI
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Republicans kept up the pressure Monday 
on Democratic Gov. Tim Walz to move faster 
toward allowing more businesses to reopen 
so they can survive the COVID-19 pandemic, 
while the governor said his administration is 
actively making plans for how to accomplish 
that „ but carefully.

Senate Majority Leader Paul Gazelka en-
couraged the governor at a Capitol news con-
ference to lay out a clearer long-range plan so 
that businesses can know what to expect and 
plan for when they can reopen.

•We want to make sure people are safe,Ž the 
East Gull Lake Republican said. •We know 
that is absolutely critical, that Minnesotans 
feel safe as we move forward. But the fact is 
that we have to � gure out how to move for-
ward.Ž

But Walz and Economic Development 
Commissioner Steve Grove said there have 
been frequent consultations with representa-
tives of key economic sectors across Minne-
sota to do just that. At their own news confer-
ence from the state•s Emergency Operations 
Center, they highlighted the hospitality in-
dustry, and their efforts were endorsed by the 
head of a major trade group.

The governor also said he plans on Tuesday 
to ease his order banning elective surgeries. 
He said the change will also apply to dental 
care.

Both sides highlighted the need to restart 
the economy on a day when of� cials said the 
number of Minnesotans hospitalized in in-
tensive care with COVID-19 has jumped for 
three straight days to the highest levels yet. 

Pressure builds to 
allow more Minnesota 
businesses to reopen

See AP, Page 7

Hanna Quist of Somerset, Wis., savors a treat from 
Nelson•s Ice Cream on Saturday, May 2. It was opening 
day for the popular Stillwater shop. (Gazette staff photo 
by Stuart Groskreutz)

Refashioning refreshment 
at Nelson•s Ice Cream

BY ALICIA LEBENS
THE GAZETTE

From the national to 
local level, governments 
are bracing for the un-
known � nancial impact of 
the coronavirus. During 
the May 5 Stillwater city 
council meeting, city staff  
presented options to the 
council on ways the city 
can shore up its budgets 
in preparation for a rocky 
2021. 

At the time of the meet-
ing, the state of Minne-
sota announced an ex-
pected $2.4 billion de� cit 
and Stillwater city staff  
said that the shortfall will 
likely affect local govern-
ments through a loss in 
state aid funds.

City administrator Tom 
McCarty had previously 
approached the coun-
cil in April with a broad 
overview of some of the 
potential impacts the re-

sponse to the COVID-19 
pandemic, and presented 
a report listing some op-
tions the staff  has found 
to reduce operating ex-
penses and to reduce some 
of the city•s liability from 
borrowing. 

Currently, the city has 
in its capital improve-
ment plan (CIP) to spend 
around $15.9 million on 
street and other improve-
ment projects. These 
projects are planned in a 

multi-year schedule. For 
these projects, the city is 
planning on purchasing 
$2.9 million in govern-
ment obligation bonds 
and spending $500,000 in 
enterprise funds from the 
city•s utility funds. While 
these projects are a future 
necessity, McCarty told 
the council that they could 
push some of the project 
off  until the future. 

McCarty showed the 
council a proposed $6 

million reduction in CIP 
spending and reducing 
borrowing to $1.2 million.

•There is some volatil-
ity in the municipal bond 
market,Ž McCarty said. 

By reducing the spend-
ing, the city would have a 
$400,000 levy capacity for 
next year.

•We will likely need ca-
pacity moving forward,Ž 
McCarty said.

City braces for unknown pandemic “ nancial impact

See City, Page 7

Honoring the frontline

In honor of frontline medical staff combat-
ing COVID-19, the Minnesota Air National 
Guard included a ” yover of hospitals and 
medical facilities as part of a scheduled 
training ” ight around 11:30 a.m. May 6. 
The aircraft ” ying in formation were two 
F-16 Fighting Falcon aircraft from the 
148th Fighter Wing out of Duluth, and 
were joined by a C-130 Hercules aircraft 
from the 133rd Air Wing out of Fort Snel-
ling in Saint Paul. Lakeview Hospital in 
Stillwater was the last location included 
in the ” ight, and as the group crossed 
into Wisconsin the formation broke as 
the two jets turned north to Duluth and 
the C-130 turned west back to St. Paul. 
(Photos by Stuart Groskreutz)

The budget impact of spring 
sports cancellation allows pur-
chases that benefit SAHS sports 
programs. 
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Signed copies of Jessie•s Diggins• 
book •Brave Enough• still available 
at Valley Bookseller. 
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Hudson Carpenter, Sammi Reiter, 
Luke Hunter, Eric King and Reid 
Ballantyne are among Stillwater-
area atletes making news 10 
years ago. 
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