
Champlin 
resident 
celebrates 
100th birthday 
with parade
By ALICIA MILLER
alicia.miller@apgecm.com

May 11 was a special 
day for one person in 
Champlin. Clara •ClaireŽ 
Murphy, a resident at En-
core in Champlin, cele-
brated her 100th birthday.

Her day included her 
favorite meal for lunch, 
cake and a •visitŽ from 
family and friends in the 
form of a drive-by car pa-
rade.

It was a bright, sunny 
afternoon as Claire sat 
on a bench and waited for 
her parade to begin. 

•I•m getting anxious,Ž 
Claire said. •I just want 
the parade to start.Ž

Her family and friends 
drove by in cars decorated 
with balloons and signs 
wishing her a happy 100th 
birthday. Claire waved 
and thanked everyone as 
they drove by.

A 100th birthday is 
something to celebrate. 

Many things have hap-
pened during Claire•s 
lifetime. Since 1920, she 
has experienced mar-

riage, children, growing 
up during the Great De-
pression, technology ad-
vancements, astronauts in 

space and on the moon, 
to name a few.

She grew up in Marion, 
Ohio, and has also lived 
in Illinois, California and 
Minnesota. But she has 
lived in the Champlin 
area for more than 30 
years. Both she and her 
husband grew up in Ohio.

Claire was married to 
a minister who was in 
charge of several different 
churches throughout the 
years. He quit once and 
went to work in a school 
for a time but returned 
to the church later. They 
have six children.

One of Claire•s favor-
ite memories is summer 
vacations. She said she 
•loved going to a resort 
every summer with her 
kids.Ž She also liked to 
� sh and as she got older 
she enjoyed watching the 
grandkids play. 

When asked how she 
felt turning 100, Claire 
responded, • It doesn•t 
seem possible.Ž

She felt very proud of 
the family she has and 
knows they loving and 
caring individuals. •I•m 
very blessed,Ž she said.
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 MAPLE GROVE:

Man charged in a shooting 
death in Maple Grove.

See page 5
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SCHOOLS:
State bans all in-person 
graduation ceremonies.

See page 6

OSSEO:
Osseo grad starts up food truck 
after pro-wrestling career.

See page 3

PUBLIC NOTICES:
See page 18
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•It doesn•t seem possible•

National Guard salutes essential workers
Two formations of Minnesota National Guard aircraft were seen in area skies on May 6 as part of a series of � yovers saluting essential workers � ghting on the 

front lines of the COVID-19 pandemic. The formations made •toursŽ to hospitals throughout the state: The formation pictured (right) made a wide circle of metro 
hospitals while a second traversed from Duluth to Brainerd before commencing a southeasterly � ight path toward Rochester. Both tours made salutes to Maple 
Grove Hospital; above, a large group of people gathered to watch those � yovers at a nearby parking structure. (Photos by Brad O•Neil)

Osseo accepts 
city planner•s 
resignation

Claire Murphy, of Encore in Champlin, waits for her birthday 
parade on May 11. She turned 100 years old. 

Claire Murphy waves to family as they drive by and wish her a happy 100th birthday. She sits outside on a bench to watch 
her parade near Encore in Champlin, where she lives. (Photos by Alicia Miller)

BIRTHDAY... 
to page 13

Dayton “ ling period begins 
May 19 for fall election

The city of Dayton will be hosting the 2020 General 
Election Tuesday, Nov. 3, for the purpose of electing can-
didates for several city of� ces. Seats up in the fall election 
include: mayor (two-year term) and two council member 
seats (four-year terms).  

The � ling period for these of� ces begins at 7:30 a.m. on 
May 19, and ends at 5 p.m. on June 2.  

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the � ling process 
may occur in one of two ways:

€ In the event that the Governor•s current Executive 
•Stay at HomeŽ Order is extended to cover any portion 
of the � ling period; contact City Clerk Amy Benting at: 
612-357-2750 or via email at: abenting@cityofdaytonmn.
com to schedule an appointment for � ling. Filing does re-
quire a notary signature. Individuals who are � ling  may 
sign in the presence of a notary at Dayton City Hall, or 
obtain a notary signature independently. 

€ In the event that the Governor•s current Executive 
•Stay at HomeŽ Order is no longer in effect during the � l-
ing period; � ling may be done at Dayton City Hall, 12260 
South Diamond Lake Road, during regular of� ce hours. 
The of� ce hours are from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday 
through Thursday and 8 a.m. to noon on Friday. 

For more information, contact City Clerk Amy Bent-
ing at 612-357-2750 or email at abenting@cityofday-
tonmn.com

Abts leaves to 
•spend more 
time with my 
family•
By ALICIA MILLER
alicia.miller@apgecm.com

The Osseo City Council 
accepted the resignation 
of City Planner Nancy 
Abts at its Monday, May 
11, meeting. In a letter she 
stated her last day was May 
11. 

•I appreciate the people 
I met while working for the 
city and the opportunities 
they provided,Ž Abts said 
in her letter. •However, I 
am leaving the position to 
be able to spend more time 
with my family.Ž

City Administrator Riley 
Grams thanked Abts for 
her years of service at the 
city. •She•s got some fam-
ily matters to attend to, so I 
do wish her all the best,Ž he 
said. •She•s been a fantastic 
employee. She started as an 

intern with us and has re-
ally taken on the job and 
done a really good job. We 
will certainly miss her.Ž

The rest of the council 
expressed well wishes for 
Abts, too. 

•We all will feel the void 
with Nancy•s leaving,Ž 
Councilor Juliana Hult-
strom said.

Councilor Larry Stel-
mach added, •Thank you 
again Nancy for every-
thing you did for the city. 
For your passion that you 
brought to the job. For 
your ideas. When you had 
different perspectives, you 
were always respectful in 
how you phrased those.Ž

With the resignation ac-
cepted, the council took 
several steps in working to 
� ll the vacant position.
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The � rst step was for the 
council to approve a de-
scription of the position.

OSSEO... to page 5


