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Mark Koran

The 2023 Legislature
will convene with a signifi-
cant surplus. How should
the money be used with
respect to spending and/or
tax relief? “My core focus
for spending will be in the
area of critical need. Our
facilities which serve our
children, disabled and the
elderly are in dire condi-
tions.
There
was a
20k loss
of em-
ployees
serving
these
indus-
tries in
the last two years, we must
make investments in train-
ing and wages to strength-
en those industries serving
this vital need. The re-
maining surplus priorities
will be meaningful reduc-
tions of the tax burden
for many segments of our
population. Removing in-
come tax on social security
for senior citizens. Perma-
nent income and property
tax reductions for Individ-
uals and businesses. Each
area of focus is to make
MN the best state to live,
work, start a business and
raise our families.”

The U.S. Supreme
Court has put abortion law
back in the hands of the
state legislatures for now.
Do you support any spe-
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cific changes to state law
regarding abortion? “The
US Supreme Court rul-
ing moved this issue back
to the states where it be-
longs and with the Doe vs.
Gomez ruling by the MN
Supreme Court in 1995,
created a constitutional
right to abortion. With
these rulings, the pro-life
MN Senate Majority sup-
ports policies to ensure
all mothers and babies
have the care they need
throughout every stage of
life. From extended care
for pregnant mothers, ex-
panding post-partum care,
and workplace protec-
tions for nursing mothers,
we’ve supported women
throughout their pregnan-
cy and recovery. We should
look for consensus poli-
cies that reduce unwanted
pregnancies and mothers
facing hardships. Being
pro-life isn’t just about
pregnancy, it’s about pro-
viding safe communities,
supports for families, and
education options that
give children the tools they
need to thrive as adults.
I will continue to sup-
port policies that deliver
for families all across the
state. That means my role
as a legislator, is to build
commonsense agreement
on how we best protect life
at all stages; and continue
to support women, chil-
dren and families.

What, if anything,

would you change with the
state’s election security
process? Why? “There are
a variety of key election
issues which are needed
and supported by a major-
ity of citizens, to ensure
everyone has great trust
in the outcomes of each
election. Voter ID, provi-
sional ballots for same day
registration and making
the statewide voter reg-
istration data (Which is
classified as public data)
available publicly. Since
2008 the detailed voter re-
cord, through policy has
been restricted. By being
restricted, it prohibits citi-
zens from accessing the
very data, which would
allow for the wvalidation
of each election, that only
eligible citizens cast bal-
lots in an election. These
changes must be in a bi-
partisan manner. We must
also stop efforts which
seek to by-pass the legisla-
ture or using the courts to
change election law. At the
end of the day, we want an
election process which is
easy to vote, but hard to
cheat.”
Victoria Ann Bird

The 2023 Legislature
will convene with a signifi-
cant surplus. How should
the money be used with re-
spect to spending and/or tax
relief? “Everyone would
like money in their pocket
me included. But the im-
mediate and long-term
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Berg is my Vote for County Commissioner

| have lived in Cambridge Township for 70 years and out of these years have
known Bill Berg and his family for thirty of them. Ever sense he came to town in
1992 Bill has been serving the community in the schools, active on non-profit
boards, coaching, championing area churches, and involved in local chambers.
My children benefited from Bill’s leadership both in within the school and
church setting. In running for County Commissioner, Bill did not decide to start
serving but has been serving all along. The following are only a few of his many
involvements in our county over the years.

As Rotary President he led the revitalization of the City Park as you are
experiencing it today. Bill has served many years and continues as a volunteer
Isanti County Sheriff Chaplain. He started “Every Meal” backpack program in our
schools serving students with low food resources. It now serves ten schools. Bill
helped start New Pathways, a family homeless shelter that serves five counties
including Isanti. He has served ten years as President of East Central Ministerial
group for area Pastors and is the present chair of the Foundation Board for our

Bill is not seeking to become a public servant but has been since day one in this
county. | have seen it firsthand over and over. Bill's character and consistency
in how he lives makes him a strong candidate for County Commissioner. | hope
you would agree and vote Bill Berg for County Commissioner, District 2. (City of
Cambridge Precinct 2, Cambridge Township and Spring Vale township).

Prepared and paid for by Bruce Mickelson. 34301 Polk Street NE, Cambridge, MN 55008.

relief is what every citi-
zen would like. Question
is, ‘How does government
go about doing that?’ One
way is
money
in your
pocket.
That is
short
term.
Another
way 1s
try -
ing to
save money at the pumps.
Again, that is short-term.
One needs to think what
will  help Minnesotans
in the long-term. What
do they need? I would
say something related to
medical expenses. Every-
one needs to see a doctor
or should. The surplus
could be put into preven-
tive care. Spenddowns are
expensive, for instance
cost of medicine or medi-
cal premiums. If our goal
is universal health care,
then maybe that is where
we need to start.”

The U.S. Supreme
Court has put abortion law
back in the hands of the
state legislatures for now.
Do you support any spe-
cific changes to state law
regarding abortion? “I be-
lieve the right to choose. |
believe children need to be
loved and wanted. Some-
times there is no choice.
Especially, when it comes
to fatal accidents. A doc-
tor should not be put in
that ‘choice,” but it hap-
pens. Let alone a Mother
or Father. An abortion is
between a Mother, Father,
or protentional caregiv-
ers and their Doctor. Not
Government!”

What, if anything,
would you change with the
state’s election security
process? Why? “Election
security process? We al-
ready have auditors. Most
places are safe to go vote
in. I do believe an iden-
tification of some kind
should be presented. Not
necessarily picture ID. For
example, a social security
card, birth certificate and
utility bill with current ad-
dress. Now days anything
can be counterfeited.
Double checking and re-
checking are the key. That
is another reason the cen-
sus it very important.”

Vitorla Ann Bird ‘

Thursday, October 27, 2022

State Rep.

Brian Johnson

Do you think our elec-
tions are secure and fair?
Why? “I believe we could
strengthen security and
confidence in our elec-
tions by
passing
legisla-
tion re-
quiring
an ID
to vote.
More
than a
dozen
other
states have Voter ID re-
quirements, and it’s ac-
tually shown to increase
overall turnout. You have
to show an ID to pick up a
prescription, buy alcohol,
or check into a hotel —
it’s just common sense you
should have to show an ID
when you go to the polls.
These simple steps will
increase voter confidence
and participation in our
elections.”

How will you help rein
in inflation and what is the
root cause? “Inflation is a
top issue for voters in our
area. We're all paying more
for groceries and being in
a district with a large num-
ber of commuters to Du-
luth and the Twin Cities,
our area is especially hard-
hit by how expensive gas
has been lately under Joe
Biden and Gov. Walz. I'll
work next session to deliv-
er a record-setting tax cut
so families can keep more
of their money, and will
continue voting NO when
Democrats try to raise the
gas tax.”

Legislative gridlock has
become more prevalent.
Specifically, how would you
fix it? “I think there’s op-
portunity for us to work
together on public safety.
Legislators of both parties
are fed up with the rise in
violent crime we’ve seen
across the state over the
past few years, and there’s
opportunity for us to work
together on tougher pen-
alties for carjackings and
fentanyl trafficking, and
to increase funding for law
enforcement. Public safety
should not be a partisan
issue, so I look forward
to working to make that
a priority next session
— finding those areas of
bipartisan agreement is
important to combating
gridlock.”

Brian Johnson
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Do you think our elections are secure
and fair? Why? “Yes. Our elections are se-
cure and fair. We must acknowledge that
baseline of fact. Claims of election fraud
have been categori-
cally  debunked.
Yet, after the 2020
Presidential ~elec-
tion, the losing can-
didate filed and lost
at least 63 lawsuits
contesting  election
processes, vote counting, and certifications,
Election officials are bound to federal and
state election laws. They represent both po-
litical parties and work together to ensure
security and faimess. Reject disinforma-
tion — it stokes dangerous rhetoric that
erodes public confidence and sows division.
Critical points on election security: 1. Elec-
tion fraud lawsuits have been categorically
rejected in courts; 2. Election officials are
bound to federal and state election laws;
3. Election officials represent both political
parties; 4. We must reject disinformation, It
undermines the democratic process when
people only view elections as secure or fair
when they win, or the candidate they sup-
port wins but s illegitimate if they lose.”

How will you help rein in inflation and
what is the root cause? “Price gouging and
corporate greed are driving inflation. The
global climate coming out of the pandemic
while combating inflation set the stage for
rampant price gouging from greedy corpo-
rations. Additionally, it gave corporations
a window to raise prices exponentially in
a way they usually wouldn't. Hardworking
Minnesotans are being taken advantage of
while profits from those same predatory
corporations are at or near record highs.
[mportant information on addressing inffa-
tion: 1. Price gouging and corporate greed
are rampant; 2. Corporations are seeing
fatter margins and record profits; 3. Minne-
sotans are being taken advantage of; 4. Leg-
islation needed to lower gas prices and keep
money in your wallet. Legislation is needed
to lower gas prices and keep your money
in your wallet. This problem requires a bi-
partisan effort in the Minnesota Legislature
that takes swift, decisive action—protecting
our constituents. Count on me to deliver
that.”

Legislative gridlock has become more
prevalent, Specifically, how would you fix
it? “My primary objective is to serve the
constituents of District 28A and deliver
meaningful results — not play political
games. Never forget that your elected rep-
resentatives work for you. Legislative grid-
lock negatively impacts our families and
strains our communities. You can count
on me to negotiate across the aisle in good
faith to find bipartisan solutions. Challeng-
ing solutions require compromise on both
sides. How I will work to avoid legislative
gridlock: 1. Bipartisanship emphasized, 2.
Negotiations in good faith, 3. Establishing
common ground, 4. Willingness to find
challenging solutions, 5. Serving for the
greater good of District 28A & Minnesota.
Electing representatives to the Minnesota
Legislature with this approach will alleviate
gridlock. Serious leaders are needed to de-
liver meaningful change—that's what a vote
for Erik Johnson signifies.”

Erik Johnson



