
The Elk River Star News is 
proud to be your local news 
leader. Each week we bring you 
unparalleled  coverage of the 
news and events that matter to 
you and your neighbors.

Our award winning journalists 
cover your city council and 
other local government, school 
board and school news, high 
school sports, community 
calendar listings, community 
festivals and events, community 
interest stories and so much 
more.

Thank you for supporting your 
community and your hometown 
newspaper.
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Towns: 
Elk River, Zimmerman, 
Otsego, Orrock Twp, Nowthen
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Looking
to Buy or Sell,

Call Your
Local #1

Real Estat
e Agent

Jon D. J
ondahl

with over 3
600 Succes

sful Closin
gs and 28+

Years of Re
al Estate E

xperience

Everything I touc
h turns to SOLD.

Jon D. Jo
ndahl

763-286
-7573

JonD@Jo
ndahl.co

m

www.Jon
dahl.com “Each Of

fice Inde
pendentl

y Owned
& Operated

.”

Phone: 7
63.441.3

500

Fax: 763
.441.640

1

www.erstarne
ws.com

The delinque
nt tax list is

publishe
d in Section

C of this

issue. Lo
ok for this and other

public notices on pages 7B

and 1C-6C.
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■ The Heine
ns help

transform
smiles aroun

d

the globe
.— 8B

■ The Rogers boys

basketba
ll team bows

out of se
ctions. —

1B

Counties with

highest number of

foreclosures in 2016

1. Henne
pin 1,054

2. Ramsey
562

3. Anoka
395

4. Dakot
a 314

5. Washingto
n 256

6. St. Lou
is 254

7. Stearn
s 158

8. Wright
135

9. Sherbu
rne 134

10. Scott
119

Source
: Minnesot

a

Homeo
wnersh

ip Center

Number of ho
me

foreclosu
res lowest

since the tracking

began in 2006

The number of homes

lost to foreclosu
re in

Minnesota
has fallen to

the lowest level since

tracking
of these num-

bers began in 2006,

accordin
gtoanew

report

from the Minnesota

Homeownership Center.

The report,
titled

“Foreclo
sures

in

Minnesota
,” identifie

d

a total of 5,306 fore-

closures
in Minnesota

in 2016, a decrease
of

26 percent
from 2015.

To put this number in

perspect
ive, ther

e were

more than 26,000 fore-

closures
in Minnesota

in both 2008 and 2010

at the height of the

housing
crisis.

Meanwhile, similar

trends are playing
out

in area counties.

In Sherburn
e County,

there were 134 foreclo-

sures in 2016, a 26 per-

cent drop over a year

earlier. Wright County

saw 135 foreclosu
res

in 2016, a 34 percent

decrease
.

Both counties
, how-

ever, remain in the

top 10 counties
in the

state with the highest

number of foreclosu
res,

accordin
g to the report.

Wright ranks eighth,

and Sherburn
e, ninth.

The report analyzes

sheriff ’s
sale data, the

primary means of iden-

tifying
foreclosu

res,

from all Minnesota

counties.

Ed Nelson
of

the
Minnesot

a

Homeownership
Center

said several
factors

are having
a positive

impact on the number

of foreclo
sures.

“Foreclo
sure preven-

tion efforts across the

state, combined with

improvements in how

banks
and servicers

deal with strugglin
g

homeowners and recent

home value increas-

es are allowing more

homeowners to either

avoid losing th
eir homes

to foreclosu
re or to sell

without ha
ving to bring

addition
al money to the

table,” N
elson said.

While the n
umbers are

positive,
some home-

owners are still strug-

gling. Nelson encour-

ages them to seek help.

To find a free local

foreclosu
re specialis

t,

visit www.hocmn.org

or call the Minnesota

Homeownership
Center

at 866-46
2-6466.

To view a copy of the

2016 Foreclos
ures in

Minnesota
report,

go

to www.hocmn.org /

reports-r
esources

.

Foreclos
ure activity hits low point

Elk River

teacher
awarded

fellowship

With up to $100,000

from Bush Foundatio
n,

National G
uard veteran

and Salk teacher w
ill

pursue doctorate
in

social stu
dies

by Jim Boyle

Editor
Scott Glew, a veteran

of the Minnesota
Army

National
Guard and

social studies
teacher

at Salk Middle School

in Elk River, has been

named a 2017 Bush

Fellow.
The Elk River man

was chosen by the Bush

Foundati
on as one of 24

leaders f
or their r

ecords

of achiev
e-

m e n t

and their

e x t r a o
r -

d i n a r y

potenti
al

to make

significa
nt

contrib
u-

tions
in

M i n n e -

sota, North Dakota,

South Dakota and 23

Native nations
that

share the same geog-

raphy. The foundati
on

announc
ed the winner

on March 21.

Glew’s goal is
to create

a better world and is

motivated
by a belief

that an informed and

engaged
citizenry

is the

way to accomplish it.

He sees educatio
n as

the foundati
onal com-

ponent to making it all

happen.
The Bush Fellowship

provides
people

with

up to $100,000
over 12

to 24 months to pur-

sue learning
experi-

ences that help them

develop
leadersh

ip

skills and attribute
s.

The Fellowship is dis-

tinctive in its flexibilit
y,

allowing each Fellow to

articulat
e what he or

she needs to become a

better le
ader.

Award to page 9

Hein said this year

will be particular
ly

complex with a new

school op
ening,

contract
talks up and

Legislatu
re at work

by Rachel M
inske

Contribu
ting Writer

Executiv
e Director

of Business
for the

Elk River Area School

District Greg Hein is

often asked how he

manages to stay on top

of so many different

financial
items affect-

ing the school di
strict.

Amid an unusual
-

ly challeng
ing budget

season,
Hein cred-

ited support
staff,

more than 20 years

of accounti
ng experi-

ence and several years

spent working for the

Minnesota
Department

of Educatio
n as tools

that help
him do his job

effective
ly.

“I love w
hat I do,”

Hein

said during
a recent

interview
with the Star

News.
While he’s well-verse

d

in budget
prepara-

tions, there are a few

big players
that make

preparin
g the upcom-

ing budget particula
rly

challeng
ing, said Hein.

The school
district

will open the new E-8

school in
Otsego for the

2017-201
8 school year,

posing significa
nt ques-

tions about enrollment

numbers and building

needs. Meanwhile, dis-

trict officials
are keep-

ing an eye on new bills

traveling
down the leg-

islative
pipeline

that

could affect Minnesota

schools.
Wrapping

his mind

around the Legislatu
re

and its possib
le impacts

requires
Hein to always

have a good grasp on

the current
landscap

e.

Communicatin
g with

contacts
at the state

Budget w
ork

a bit of a

juggling
act

Budget to page 9

State champion

Elks share their

celebrati
on with

their No.
1 fan

by Eric Oslund

Sports R
eporter

The Elk River girls

basketba
ll team had a

great sea
son this year,

going 32-0 and coming

away Saturday
, March

18, with the program’s

first state title. All

that success
began

to draw large crowds,

and the support
the

community showed,

especiall
y during the

state tournam
ent, was

unmatched as the Elk

River fan
s dramatical-

ly outnumbered those

of the opposing
teams

until the
state finals.

The team was given

a police,
fire and

ambulance
escort out

Scott Gl
ew

State champs to page 9

Submitted photo

Fae Jacobs,
center, p

oses with the Elk River girls basketb
all team

after its
win in the state championship

.

Photo by Erik Jacobso
n

The five Elk River se
nior star

ters celebrat
e on

the floor after the clock struck 0:00 and they

knew they had clinched
a state title.

Food drive marches

toward the finish

Schools,
churches

,

business
es, civic

groups, S
couts all

help CAER food

shelf feed
the hungry

by Joni Ast
rup

Associat
e Editor

Community Aid Elk

River’s M
arch food drive

is headed into the home

stretch.
So far, the local food

shelf has raised only

about ha
lf of what it did

during
the monthlong

March drive a year ago,

but addition
al efforts

are underway in the

community, acc
ording to

Carmen Pouliot, C
AER’s

executive
director.

“I know that there’s a

lot more coming in,” she

said.

One upcoming effort

involves
Girl Scouts,

who on March 30 will

go shopping
for food for

CAER with money they

earned.
Esmeralda Langbeh

n,

leader for Troop 13952

and one of the Girl

Scout se
rvice unit man-

agers, said about 50

Girl Scouts as young

as second
grade and

their leaders
will shop

at Coborn’s
and then

deliver
the food to

CAER that night. Last

year they
donated

about

1,000 pounds of food.

The shopping
excur-

sion also includes
a

pasta dinner d
onated by

Coborn’s
, she said.

The Scouts
raise

money to pay for the

CAER to page 9
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