
The Anoka County Shopper is 
proud to be your local news 
leader. Each week we bring you 
unparalleled  coverage of the 
news and events that matter to 
you and your neighbors.

Our award winning journalists 
cover your city council and 
other local government, school 
board and school news, high 
school sports, community 
calendar listings, community 
festivals and events, community 
interest stories and so much 
more.

Thank you for supporting your 
community and your hometown 
newspaper.
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“No matter how your

heart is grieving, if you

keep on believing, the

dream that you wish will

come true,” Cinderella

sang to 6-year-old Isabella

Ruiz at The Mad Hatter

March 25.

The Disney lyrics are

especially appropriate for

Isabella, a Coon Rapids

kindergartner who beat

cancer last year and will

soon have her dream of

traveling to Disney World

realized.

The Make-A-Wish Foun-

dation played fairy god-

mother, stepping in to make

sure Isabella’s dream came

true. She and her family are

off to Florida in a couple of

weeks after a send-off from

Cinderella herself.

Isabella invited two

friends, neighbor Nicole

Gnatyk, 3, and classmate

Lan Struwve, 6, to join her

for tea in Anoka. Their

mothers also enjoyed tea

service at the Mad Hatter.

Cinderella, played by

Nicole Fenstad of Princess

Party Pals, greeted the girls

by crowning them with ti-

aras. She then invited them

to decorate their own.

Cinderella told the girls

all about her wicked step-

mother and sisters, Fairy

Godmother and Prince

Charming.

The princess let the

young ladies try on her glass

slipper to see if it would fit,

but Nicole told her it would

be big, and it was.

The ladies posed for

photos with Cinderella be-

fore she had to leave. She

promised to look for Isa-

bella in Disney World.

“There’s so many fun

things to do there,” she

promised.

Isabella was diagnosed

with a medulloblastoma

brain tumor in October

2015 and underwent 30

rounds of radiation and

seven rounds of chemo-

therapy before she was

declared cancer free 11

months later, according to

her mom, Carlaree Ruiz.

For months, Make-A-

Wish has been coordinat-

ing with the Mad Hatter to

host a tea party in Isabel-

la’s honor.

Granting wishes, “it

gives them a little spark,

a little something to look

forward to,” said Terri

Johnson, a Make-A-Wish

volunteer from Brooklyn

Park. “When we first met

(Isabella), she didn’t have

any hair. She was going

through treatment.”

Seeing her smile up at

Cinderella was so reward-

ing, Johnson and fellow

volunteer Lorilee Peterson

agreed.

“It really means a lot,”

said Peterson, of Blaine.

This was the first Make-

A-Wish experience The

Mad Hatter has been a

part of, and Liz Koch, who

owns the restaurant with

her husband, Tim, rolled

out the red carpet for the

group.

Hot tea and princess tea

(pink lemonade) kept par-

ty guests hydrated while

trays of tasty treats were as

pretty as a picture.

Isabella tried on 50

dresses before deciding

which one she would wear

to the tea party, her mom

said.
Around Cinderella, Is-

abella was a little shy, but

the girls seemed to enjoy

themselves tremendously.

“The tea party here was

amazing,” Carlaree Ruiz

said.
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The Anoka C
ounty Histor

ical Society
hosted a cel

ebration of t
he

life of Tom W
ard, a proud

Anokan and
avid historia

n, who died

last month.

The Northern
Symphony O

rchestra will
perform “Ro

meo and Ju-

liet,” music
inspired by W

illiam Shake
speare, in co

ncert at Ano
-

ka High Sch
ool, 3939 Se

venth Ave. N
., Anoka, Apr

il 8.

Residents ha
ve the chan

ce to pick a
name for th

e city of Coo
n

Rapids’ new
est park. Th
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ed park sou

th of Coon R
ap-

ids Boulevar
d adjacent to

the Coon Rap
ids Ice Cente

r is currently

known as Bo
ulevard Park

.
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over boys b
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rounds at th
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ament was g

reatly appre
ci-

ated. After w
inning the Se

ction 7AAAA
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th

seed, the Hu
skies looked

to keep the m
agic alive at

state.
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Cinderella shares her story with Isabella

Ruiz, 6, no
t pictured, and other guests at

a tea party at the Mad Hatter March 25.

Lan Struwve, 6, trie
s on Cinderella’s glass slipper, but it is too big

for her.
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Cinderella poses with 6-year-

old Isabella Ruiz at a tea

party in her honor. Isabella

beat cancer last year and will

head to Disney World next

month thanks to the Make-

A-Wish Foundation.
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Cinderella hugs kindergartner Isabella Ruiz.

The Ramsey
Fire Departm

ent is partn
ering with t

he American

Red Cross to
provide and

install free 1
0-year smok

e detectors.
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