
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
ORDINANCE NO. 676

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CAMBRIDGE 
CITY CODE TITLE XV: LAND USAGE, SECTION 

156.088 EXTERIOR BUILDING WALL AND ROOF 
FINISHES, COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL

THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE, MINNESOTA DOES HEREBY ORDAIN 
that Section 156.088 is hereby amended as follows:

§ 156.088  EXTERIOR BUILDING WALL AND ROOF FINISHES.

(A) Purpose and intent.  All commercial and industrial buildings shall 
be designed to accomplish the goals and policies of the Comprehensive 
Plan.  Building materials shall be attractive in appearance, durable with a 
permanent finish, and of a quality that is both compatible with adjacent 
structures and consistent with the City’s standards for the zoning district 
in which the building is located.  All buildings shall be of good aesthetic 
and architectural quality, as demonstrated by the inclusion of elements 
such as accent materials, entrance and window treatments, contrasting 
colors, irregular building shapes, or other architectural features in the 
overall architectural concept.

(B) Major exterior wall surface materials.  
(1) Commercial buildings.
(a) Major exterior surfaces on all walls shall be face brick, rock face 

block, cementitious siding, stone, finished precast panels, glass, archi-
tectural metal siding, stucco, or synthetic stucco, or their aesthetic equiv-
alent.  

(b) Finished log wood siding is acceptable if it is incorporated into the 
overall design of the building or as an accent material.

(b) Under no circumstances shall sheet plywood, sheet metal, corru-
gated metal, metal/steel or aluminum, asbestos, iron, or plain concrete 
block (whether painted or color-integrated or not) be deemed acceptable 
as exterior wall materials on buildings.

(2) Industrial buildings.
(a) Major exterior surfaces on all walls shall be face brick, rock face 

block, cementitious siding, stone, finished precast panels, glass, archi-
tectural metal siding, stucco, synthetic stucco or cast in place and/or 
precast panels.  

(b) Under no circumstances shall sheet plywood, sheet metal, corru-
gated metal, metal/steel or aluminum, asbestos, iron, or plain concrete 
block (whether painted or color-integrated or not) be deemed acceptable 
as exterior wall materials on buildings.

(C) Minimum percentage of major exterior surface materials.  
(1) Commercial buildings.
(a) In commercial areas, at least 75% of the exterior surface must be 

covered with the major exterior surface materials required in subpart (B)
(1) above.  

(b) The remainder of the exterior surfaces may be engineered wood 
siding (i.e. LP SmartSide), architectural concrete, cast in place or precast 
panels or decorative block when they are incorporated into an overall 
design of the building that is determined by the City to be appropriate 
with the use of the building, and is compatible with adjacent structures.  
All decorative concrete block shall be colored only by means of a pigment 
impregnated throughout the entire block.  

(2) Industrial buildings.
(a) In industrial areas, the exterior surface must be covered with the 

major exterior surface materials required in subpart (B)(2) above as fol-
lows:

1. I-1, Low Impact Business - Industrial District 65% coverage
2. I-2, Light Industrial District   50% coverage
3. I-3, General Industrial District  25% coverage
(b) The remainder of the exterior surfaces may be architectural con-

crete, or decorative block when they are incorporated into an overall de-
sign of the building that is determined by the City to be appropriate with 
the use of the building, and is compatible with adjacent structures.  All 

decorative concrete block shall be colored only by means of a pigment 
impregnated throughout the entire block.  

(D) Accent materials.  Wood and metal may be used as accent materi-
als, provided that they are appropriately integrated into the overall build-
ing design and not situated in areas that will be subject to physical or 
environmental damage.  Accent materials shall not comprise more than 
25% of a building exterior.

(E) Exceptions.  The following exceptions are permitted: 
(1) Exterior walls that are built within six inches of and parallel to an ex-

isting wall of an adjacent building shall be exempt from the requirements 
of subparts (B) and (C) above.

(2) The Zoning Administrator may approve other new materials that are 
equal to or better than the materials listed in this section.  Materials not 
specifically identified herein, whether or not they are better than or equal 
to the materials listed in this section may be required to receive a variance 
from the Planning Commission and City Council for final approval.

(F) Roofs.  Roofs that are exposed or an integral part of the building 
aesthetics shall be constructed only of commercial grade asphalt shin-
gles, wood shingles, standing seam metal, slate, tile, or copper.  Flat roofs 
which are generally parallel with the first floor elevations are not subject to 
these material limitations.

(G) Additions and alterations.  All subsequent additions and exterior 
alterations constructed after the erection of an original building or build-
ings shall be of the same materials as those used in the original building 
and shall be designed in a manner conforming to the original architectural 
concept and general appearance. The intent of this paragraph is for those 
buildings that have a historical significance in the downtown area and 
were originally built with brick or other historical features.  Buildings that 
do not have significant historical features (i.e. plain or painted concrete 
block or metal) shall upgrade to the approved materials listed herein if 
undergoing an alteration or improvement.  These provisions shall not pre-
vent the City to require upgrading of the quality of materials used in a 
remodeling or expansion program.

Existing non-conforming buildings may remain as-is and any subse-
quent addition may continue the non-conforming material (i.e. an existing 
metal building may continue the metal siding with a new addition).  How-
ever, if the project entails an entire reface of the existing building, then 
only approved materials shall be allowed.

All other sections and subsections of this Chapter shall remain as writ-
ten and previously adopted by the City Council.  This ordinance shall 
become effective upon publication. 

Adopted by the Cambridge City Council this 16th day of July, 2018 
after complying with the statutory notice requirements contained in Min-
nesota Statutes §415.19.
Date of publication:  July 26, 2018
Marlys A. Palmer, Mayor
ATTEST: 
Lynda J. Woulfe, City Administrator

Summary Ordinance for Publication
The City Council of the City of Cambridge adopted Ordinance 676 

amending Title XV Land Usage, Chapter 156.088 Exterior building wall 
and roof finishes, commercial and industrial.  The ordinance language 
was amended to clarify and/or strengthen the meaning of certain sections 
and specifically state what materials are permitted and not permitted.  An 
option for a variance for other materials not specifically listed in the ordi-
nance was added to the language.  A full copy of the ordinance amend-
ment is available at Cambridge City Hall, 300 3rd Ave NE, Cambridge, 
MN 55008.
ATTEST:
Lynda J. Woulfe, City Administrator
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