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A STARK BEGINNING
New HMB gallery opens 
with coastal sculptor

SAY YES TO THE DRESS
Coastsiders are once again cleaning out 
their closets to help teens PAGE 10APAGE 7A
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Caltrans crews were on the scene of a large hole that developed in the westbound lane of Highway 92 on Thursday. They have since been evaluating the 
problem and working to fill the hole.

Historic storms cause 
big trouble on roads

HIGHWAY 92 FAILS, 
CONNECTIONS 

SEVERED

By Clay Lambert

January continued to make a 
splash across the Coastside over 
the last week as wave upon wave of 
historic storms slammed the coast. 
Downed trees, giant boulders and 
massive mudslides blocked roads 
and took down power, cable and 
internet connections, and an omi-
nous hole opened to close one of 
the most important roads on the 
San Mateo County coast.

Some rain has fallen on the 

coast every day since Dec. 27, ac-
cording to Coastside meteorolo-
gist Jan Null. Dec. 27, 2022 to Jan. 
15, 2023 is the wettest three-week 
period on record in Half Moon 
Bay, Null said. The rain saturated 
the ground and high winds top-
pled trees up and down the coast 
of California. There have been too 
many problems to mention, but 
the highlights read like a disaster 
movie:

▸ On Jan. 11, Caltrans engineers 
became concerned about a dip in 
the westbound lane of Highway 
92, just west of its intersection 
with upper Highway 35. A day later 
it cratered and the road has been 
closed entirely or open for one-way 
traffic ever since.

▸ On Monday, a boulder at least 
six feet across crashed down on 
Highway 1, just north of the Dev-

Community discussion
▸ Much of Thursday’s meeting of the San Mateo Resource Conservation 

District board will be devoted to discussion of storm damage. Executive Di-
rector Kellyx Nelson plans to discuss the damage, including how the CZU 
Lightning Complex fires compounded the impacts. The board will also dis-
cuss how dredging the Pescadero marsh may have reduced flooding. The 
meeting is at 4 p.m. via Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89675733636

▸ The recent storms are also on the agenda of the Midcoast Communi-
ty Council, which meets at 7 p.m. tonight. For details and a Zoom link, visit 
midcoastcommunitycouncil.org.

▸ The recent failure of infrastructure and the need for greater resiliency will 
be the topic of a special Brews and Views discussion on Feb. 2 at the Maver-
icks House, 107 Broadway, in Princeton. Details are still coming together. See 
hmbbrewingco.com/happenings in the days to come for details.

Single felled 
tree cuts 

power, cable, 
internet

SUNDAY OUTAGE 
AFFECTED 

THOUSANDS

By Clay Lambert

A widespread internet and cellu-
lar service outage across the Coast-
side on Sunday was the result of a 
PG&E service call.

A PG&E spokeswoman said on 
Sunday the work was an attempt to 
restore power in the area.

“In response to a public safety 
risk, PG&E crews restoring power 
near La Honda removed a telecom-
munications line that was down 
across a wet roadway ...”  said PG&E 
spokeswoman Karly Hernandez in 
an email to the Review. She said 
52 customers were without power 
much of the day in the La Honda 
area as a result of the felled tree. She 
estimated power would be restored 
by 5 p.m. on Sunday.

The telecommunications line in-
cluded lines from AT&T, Verizon 
and Comcast. It is the sole connec-
tion for those services between the 
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On Thursday, sisters Marcela and Nicole Cordova carry bags and 
boxes of belongings from the Moss Beach house their family has lived in for 
the last five years. The home was damaged when a tree fell onto it.

Moss Beach family displaced by storm
FALLEN TREE 

MAKES HOUSE 
UNINHABITABLE

By April Seager

Jan. 4, 2023, is not a day Marcela 
Cordova will soon forget.

On that stormy day, wind speeds 
as high as 44 mph were recorded 
on the coast, and her Moss Beach 
home, where the college student 
lives with her parents and two sis-
ters, lost power. Fortunately, the 
electricity was still on at her fa-
ther’s auto repair shop. The fam-
ily made its way there and wait-
ed. Around 11 p.m., Cordova went 
back to the house to check on her 

three cats.
“I had an LED light with me,” 

said Cordova, who explained that 
her neighborhood was still experi-
encing a blackout. “I turned it on, 
and I looked at the unbelievable, 
horrible sight. We had a car under-
neath a tree, and we had a tree on 

More inside
▸ South Coast residents lined 

up for help after devastating floods 
in and around Pescadero, Page 3A

▸ Area businesses mop up af-
ter record rains, downed trees and 
flooding, Page 9A
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It’s a hole, 
but not a 
sinkhole

TERM HAS 
SPECIFIC 

MEANING TO 
GEOLOGISTS

By Clay Lambert

The first thing to know about 
that sinkhole that opened on 
Highway 92 on Thursday: It’s not 
a sinkhole.

Geologists make a distinction 
between sinkholes, which require 
a particular blend of soils — lime-
stone, salts, gypsum and other  
components, and caverns that are 
due to engineering failures, ag-
ing infrastructure or simply not 
building enough capacity to han-
dle the kind of runoff experienced 
in San Mateo County this month. 
They also note it’s a distinction 
without a difference for anyone 
stuck in traffic.

“Even scientists can’t always 
agree whether we want to call 
them sinkholes,” said Randy Or-
ndorf, research geologist for the 
USGS in Reston, Va. “I think 
about 20 years ago when I start-
ed doing research and we tried to 
say these are infrastructure fail-
ures and people still wanted to 
call them sinkholes.”

For the most part, sinkholes 
are limited to regions of karst ter-
rain, which underpin about 25 
percent of the United States land 
mass. Sinkholes are most com-


