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Kids to mask up this fall at area schools
DISTRICTS PLAN TO 

ENFORCE RULES
By Sarah Wright

Local students are expected to 
wear masks this fall. Many remain 
unvaccinated and will return to 
school full time, in person, amid 
the rapid spread of the COVID-19 

Delta variant. 
Last week, the California De-

partment of Public Health an-
nounced that all students will be 
required to wear masks indoors 
at school but that enforcement 
of the mandate will be up to indi-
vidual districts. Two local districts 
say they will enforce the indoor 
masking requirement while con-
tinuing to offer some type of inde-

pendent study option. 
Cabrillo Unified School District 

Superintendent Sean McPhetridge 
said CUSD will comply with the 
state mask mandate, and he will 
also look to the county’s office of 
education and health department 
for further guidance on masking 
and enforcement. The Coastside 
district will also provide indepen-
dent study as an alternative track. 

Pacifica School District Super-
intendent Heather Olsen said 
she was glad to hear that the state 
would be requiring masks indoors 
on campuses this fall and expects 
that students, families and staff 
will comply with the mandate. 

“I think it’s the right move,” Ol-
sen said. “... That allows the whole 
school to come back all day, every 
day and to do so safely.”

There are some exceptions to the 
mandate, like for students or staff 
who can’t wear a mask for medical 
reasons. And outdoors, masks are 
not required.

Olsen said the district has been 
able to work with students and 
staff who cannot wear a tradition-
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GCSD to discuss Picasso 
purchase on Thursday

PUBLIC COMMENT 
ACCEPTED PRIOR 

TO CLOSED 
SESSION

By Sarah Wright

The future of the Midcoast’s 
preschool hangs in the balance on 
Thursday as the Granada Com-
munity Services District is set to 
discuss purchasing 480 Alhambra 
in El Granada, the current site of 
the Picasso Preschool, in closed 
session. 

The meeting, set for 6 p.m. 
Thursday over Zoom, will be open 
to public comment before board 
members will enter into closed 
session to discuss the purchase 

of the property and a lease agree-
ment to the Picasso Preschool. 

The potential sale has created 
an uncertain future for the pre-
school, which may eventually be 
forced to move to a new property. 
The district has said it intends to 
eventually convert the site into a 
new El Granada community cen-
ter, but it’s not clear when that 
conversion would begin. 
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County asks residents 
to mask up indoors

DELTA VARIANT 
SPARKS CONCERN

By Sarah Wright

San Mateo County is now rec-
ommending that everyone, re-
gardless of vaccination status, 
wear a mask indoors. The joint an-
nouncement with eight other Bay 
Area jurisdictions came on Friday 
in response to an uptick in COV-
ID-19 cases due to the more trans-
missible Delta variant.

While COVID-19 vaccinations 
have proven effective against the 
variant, the new recommendation 
advises all residents to mask up in-
doors to protect those who remain 
unvaccinated.

“The epidemic is spreading fast-
er in communities because the vi-
rus is more contagious,” Louise 

Rogers, chief of San Mateo Coun-
ty Health, wrote in a press release. 
“The good news is that the vac-
cines are effective against the Del-
ta variant.”

San Mateo County has seen a 
notable increase in cases, up from 
a dozen cases per day to around 30 
cases per day. Health Deputy Chief 
Srija Srinivasan said hospitaliza-
tions and deaths remain low. The 
Delta variant now makes up the 
majority of new cases across the 
county, state and nation.

Although masking can be effec-
tive to prevent the spread of the 
disease, Srinivasan and other lo-
cal health leaders said vaccines are 
the most reliably effective way to 
prevent contracting and spreading 
COVID-19. Deputy Health Officer 
Curtis Chan said at a recent coun-
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Frank Gee is remembered as a skilled fisherman who knew well the dangers of working on the ocean.

Local fisherman Gee remembered 
as caring, meticulous friend

DROWNINGS TOO 
COMMON ON COAST

By Sarah Wright

If anyone was prepared for the 
dangers of the ocean, it was San 
Francisco resident and local fish-

erman Frank Gee. But earlier 
this month, his body was found 
washed ashore in Moss Beach. It 
was a shock to his family and the 
local fishing community who re-
membered a meticulous fisher-
man and caring brother who had 
survived the dangers of the sea be-
fore.

Gee grew up and lived in the Bay 

Area for most of his life. His sisters 
Carol Kwong and Susan Krauss re-
member him as a loving brother 
who taught Kwong to throw a base-
ball and helped her with math. He 
was a board game aficionado fas-
cinated by military history, was his 
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