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Record storm floods roads, takes out power
EVACUATION 

ORDERS LIFTED 
IN SAN MATEO 

COUNTY
By August Howell

Heavy rain and persis-
tent winds blew over the 
Bay Area over the weekend, 
prompting evacuations, 

flooding roads, and knock-
ing out power for thousands 
of residents. 

On Monday, authorities 
lifted evacuation orders in 
San Mateo County for a few 
South Coast communities 
in the CZU Lightning Com-
plex fire burn zone, includ-
ing areas near Loma Mar 
and Butano Creek State 
Park. The National Weath-
er Service also lifted its wind 
and flash flood advisories. 

The Temporary Evacuation 
Point set up by the county 
and Cal Fire at the Ted Ad-
cock Center in Half Moon 
Bay is now closed. 

More than 4.55 inches of 
rain fell in Half Moon Bay 
over 48 hours, according to 
the National Weather Ser-
vice. That was moderate 
compared to elsewhere in 
the region. In the North Bay, 
Mount Tamalpias recorded 
16.55 inches in the same 

span.
The rain came in the form 

of the first atmospheric riv-
er of the season. The phe-
nomena are long narrow 
bands of concentrated wa-
ter vapor that can hold as 
much water as in the Ama-
zon River. They begin in the 
warm waters of the Pacific 
when water evaporates into 
the air. When that warm air 
hits a Pacific storm, the re-
sult is a concentrated rain 

event. Once the concen-
tration of vapor meets the 
coastal range and the Sierra 
Nevada, ever more water is 
squeezed out of the system. 
As much as half of all Cali-
fornia precipitation comes 
from atmospheric rivers.

On the Coastside, several 
residents posted images and 
videos on Nextdoor of fallen 
trees that took down power 
lines and closed streets. In 
Pacifica, power remained 

out for much of the Sharp 
Park neighborhood, affect-
ing at least 500 customers 
as well as a few residents 
in Linda Mar, according to 
PG&E’s outage map. Some 
structures in El Granada 
and Moss Beach remained 
without power on Monday 
afternoon. 

It was a historic storm in 
terms of rainfall. Golden 

See STORMa6A
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Half Moon Bay city officials are working to create permanent “parklets” like this one envisioned for the southern end of the 
Main Street Bridge.

City plans to trade parking 
for ‘parklets’ for Main Street

OUTDOOR 
DINING SPACES 
PROPOSED FOR 
RESTAURANTS 

By August Howell

The city of Half Moon 
Bay is developing a new pro-

gram that would allow some 
businesses on Main Street 
and a portion of Purissima 
Street to build expanded 
outdoor seating capacity in 
allocated parking spaces.  

The idea behind the “par-
klet” plan is that the city 
would provide “blanket cov-
erage” for businesses by 
streamlining the process to 
get a Coastal Development 

Permit, said Scott Phillips, 
an associate planner for the 
city, at last week’s Architec-
tural Advisory Committee 
meeting. 

The program applies to 
downtown businesses with-
in the city’s Heritage Main 
Street area, between Pila-
rcitos Creek and Correas 
Street, and to the section of 
Purissima Street between 

Kelly Avenue and Miramon-
tes Street. Because of con-
cerns that the development 
will eliminate parking, the 
city is considering limiting 
parklets so that they take 
up no more than 20 per-
cent of parking in the allot-
ted zones. 

That means that up to 20 

See PARKLETSa6A

Harbor District 
struggles to save 
rescue operations

Adam Pardee / Review

Assistant Harbormaster Dante Madrigal walks the docks 
of Pillar Point Harbor recently. Harbor officials say it’s increas-
ingly difficult to keep the Harbor Patrol’s search and rescue op-
erations afloat.

BOARD 
AFFIRMS RISK 
ASSESSMENT 
GUIDELINES

By August Howell

The San Mateo County 
Harbor District is consider-
ing how to upgrade its mar-
itime search and rescue 
services for the Coastside, 
though it’s not yet sure where 
the funds would come from. 

Because of the Harbor Pa-

trol’s proximity to open water 
and the personnel’s skill set, 
members are often first on 
the scene and are a valuable 
asset to the district and the 
community, General Manag-
er Jim Pruett said. However, 
Pruett said the district can’t 
maintain its level of service 
without more money or it 
will be putting its staff at risk. 

“I think this is one of our 
highest priorities, especially 
given the fact that during the 
pandemic we’ve had record 
numbers of people coming to 

See RESCUEa6A

Pillar Point 
wholesalers expand 

seafood sales
DISTRICT TO 

DISCUSS FISH 
MARKET IN 
DECEMBER 
By August Howell

The San Mateo Coun-
ty Harbor District Board of 
Commissioners last week 
unanimously voted to allow 
the three wholesale compa-
nies to sell processed fish 
and seafood products from 

their leased spaces at the 
end of Johnson Pier. 

The new lease agree-
ment with three compa-
nies, Morning Star Fish-
eries, McHenry Fisheries, 
and Three Captains Seafood 
Products, allows them to sell 
processed, cooked, boned or 
filleted seafood to the public 
but only during non-loading 
hours on the pier. Unlike 
off-the-boat sales, the whole-
salers are required to get a 
permit from the San Mateo 

Office of Education partners 
with contractor for tracing 

COVID-19 
CONTACT 

TRACING GOES 
TO PROS
By Emma Spaeth

The Cabrillo Unified 
School District announced 
last week that the San Ma-
teo County Office of Educa-
tion has entered into a con-
tract with WorkSite Labs to 
assist local school districts 
with contact tracing.

“We don’t have a substan-

tial number of cases every 
week, but they all do need to 
be contact-traced thorough-
ly, so that’s really what takes 
a lot of time,” said Martha 
Ladd, director of education-
al support services at Cabril-
lo Unified School District.

WorkSite Labs follows the 
protocols outlined in the 
Pandemic Recovery Frame-
work. Beginning immedi-
ately, in partnership with 
the school district, WorkSite 
Labs will research the posi-
tive cases and determine 
close contacts, quarantine 
periods, modified quaran-
tine, return dates and test 

dates. The schools will noti-
fy close contacts and update 
the community. 

The procedure for contact 
tracing for families and staff 
members in the Cabrillo 
Unified School District be-
gins if a student or a mem-
ber of the student's family 
tests positive for COVID-19. 
The family should contact 
the principal who will di-
rect callers to call WorkSite 
Labs, (833) 502-2570, to be-
gin contact tracing. The site 
principal will also contact 
WorkSite Labs with the ini-
tial information.

Next, WorkSite Labs will 

call the family to begin the 
research part of contact trac-
ing. Once contact tracing is 
complete, the company will 
make contact with families 
and staff about quarantine 
protocol, testing protocols 
and return dates. WorkSite 
Labs will also send out close 
contact notifications and 
community notification of a 
positive case.  

“Having a profession-
al company take that over, 
and they can focus on that 
and I’m able to do other 
things, that’s a huge lift off 

See TRACINGa6A See SEAFOODa6A


