
MASSIVE 
QUAKE IN 

ALASKA 
BIGGEST 
DANGER

By Sarah Wright and  
Jane Northrop

New maps released this 
month reveal heightened 
tsunami risk to coastal 
neighborhoods from Pes-
cadero to Pacifica. The 
maps, last updated in 2009, 
use new data and computer 
modeling to show a worst-
case scenario — a magni-
tude 9.3 earthquake in the 
eastern Aleutian Islands off 
Alaska.

In Half Moon Bay, the 
most significant update to 
the maps is just north of 
downtown, where experts 
predict that strong waves 
could cross Highway 1 and 

put the entire Arroyo Leon 
watershed at risk, as well 
as the communities around 
Terrace Avenue, Grandview 
Boulevard and Spindrift 
Way. Farther north, low-
er El Granada, Moss Beach 
and the entire Princeton ar-
eas are at risk. Down south, 
overflowing San Greogrio, 
Pescadero and Pomponio 
creeks all could threaten 
South Coast communities.

There is precedent for tsu-
namis on the Coastside, but 
the area has so far emerged 
relatively unscathed. In 
1963, an earthquake in Alas-
ka prompted thousands of 
Coastsiders to evacuate, and 
in 1964, the most destruc-
tive tsunami in the state on 
record killed 12 people in 
Crescent City. A 2011 quake 
in Japan caused $100 mil-
lion in damage to state ports 
and harbors. In each of the 
incidents, the Coastside re-
mained largely untouched. 

Last week, Pacifica Com-
munity Emergency Re-

sponse Team presented 
a 90-minute educational 
course via Zoom to make 
sure residents are signed up 
to receive alerts from local 
authorities should a tsuna-
mi threat occur. The advice 
from authorities to those in 
high-risk zones is to move 
inland as soon as it’s safe 
and not return until officials 
give the all-clear. 

The California Geological 
Survey, which created the 
new maps, estimates a five-
hour window between an 
Alaska earthquake and the 
first surges to the San Mateo 
County coastline. 

"That may seem like a lot 
of time, but it will take an 

hour or so for the National 
Tsunami Warning Center to 
issue a warning to Califor-
nia and then additional time 
for local authorities to deter-
mine whether an evacuation 
is necessary," wrote Rick 
Wilson, head of the CGS 
Tsunami Program in a press 
release. "The bottom line is, 
if you’re near the coast and 
feel strong shaking from a 
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THINKING OF ‘SHELL’ COUGARS RUN AWAY WITH IT

Adult residents to be eligible for vaccines April 15
COUNTY STILL 
FACES SUPPLY 
CONSTRAINTS

By Sarah Wright

California state officials an-
nounced last week that anyone over 
50 will be eligible for a COVID-19 
vaccine on April 1, and all residents 
over 16 will be eligible on April 

15. Plus, Gov. Gavin Newsom an-
nounced any family members tak-
ing eligible people to get their shots 
are also now eligible to get a shot at 
that time, with no questions asked. 

The new rules will apply to all 
San Mateo County residents, but 
county officials say not to expect 
county-run sites to have enough 
doses to open their eligibility quite 
that wide at first. 

County Health Public Infor-
mation Officer Preston Merchant 

said due to continued constraints 
on supply coming to the county’s 
Health Department, county-run 
sites may not initially have appoint-
ments available to newly eligible 
groups. But Merchant said resi-
dents may be able to find appoint-
ments through their health care 
providers or at local sites supplied 
by the state or federal government, 
such as in-county pharmacies or 
nearby mass vaccination sites like 
the Oakland Coliseum. 

In a statement released last week, 
County Health Chief Louise Rog-
ers said the county continues to 
have a low vaccine supply and no 
advanced notice of when vaccine 
doses will flow into the county. The 
county’s allocation has hovered 
around 20,000 doses per week. The 
consistently low numbers are due 
to a state policy directing 40 percent 
of vaccine supply to high-risk ZIP 
codes, none of which are in San 
Mateo County.

Rogers wrote that the state is ex-
pected to start providing three-week 
supply projections, which will aid 
county planning efforts. The coun-
ty recently turned its focus on sup-
plying 12 small community events, 
including the Our Lady of the Pil-
lar Catholic Church vaccine site 
in Half Moon Bay, while taking its 
mass vaccination sites at the Events 
Center and San Francisco Inter-
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Egging him on
Two-year-old Jonathan Ramirez collects eggs at the Boys and Girls Club of the Coastside Easter Egg Hunt held at Cunha Intermedi-
ate School on Saturday. The egg hunt, a Half Moon Bay tradition, was a little different this year due to COVID-19 guidance.

‘Priority setting’ 
tests patience of 

some in city
STAFF 

PROMISES 
ACTION PLAN 

TO COME

By Vanessa Ochavillo

Some Half Moon Bay City 
Council members and ob-
servers were frustrated by a 
March 24 priority-setting ses-
sion they characterized as 
more talk than action.

While the council ulti-
mately landed on four stra-
tegic priorities, including af-
fordable housing and public 
safety, the three-hour meet-
ing surfaced concerns about 
how explicit council mem-
bers’ preferences should be. 

Councilwoman Debo-
rah Penrose was among the 
critics of this year’s process. 
She said too much time was 
spent wordsmithing the title 
of the priorities, leaving lit-
tle time for council members 
to openly discuss and debate 
issues. In previous years, 
the priority setting involved 
council members reading 
out, in real time, what they 
thought the city should tackle 
in the upcoming fiscal year. 

“That didn’t seem to hap-
pen this year,” Penrose said. 
“It felt to me more like staff 
had come to a conclusion 
about what our priorities 
should be and gave us catego-
ries to check ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ to,” 
Penrose said. “And that lim-

Know your risk
California Geological Sur-
vey released updated tsu-
nami hazard area maps on 
March 23. They can be seen 
at www.tsunami.ca.gov.

New tsunami maps show 
increased risk to Half Moon Bay

Illustration courtesy tsunami.ca.gov

New inundation maps 
show an increased risk for 
parts of Half Moon Bay due 
to tsunami. The yellow region 
represents the area that could 
flood in a worst-case scenario.
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$2.4 million 
available to 

Half Moon Bay
FEDERAL 

MONEY TO 
ARRIVE THIS 

YEAR

By Vanessa Ochavillo 

The city of Half Moon Bay 
expects to receive $2.4 mil-
lion from the federal stimu-
lus package. 

Since President Joe 
Biden signed the $1.9 tril-
lion American Rescue Plan 
on March 11, city staff and 
council members heard 
from federal lawmakers that 
their share will come in two 
parts: $1.2 million likely be-
fore the end of June and 
$1.2 million thereafter. 

Though $350 billion was 
slated for state and local 
governments, Half Moon 

Bay Deputy City Manager 
Matthew Chidester said lit-
tle was known about how 
much each agency would 
get when the bill was first 
signed. But clearer guide-
lines have come out in re-
cent weeks. 

“The information is slow-
ly trickling out as the feder-
al government figures it all 
out,” Chidester said. 

As a smaller city, Half 
Moon Bay faces restrictions. 
Whereas larger cities will 
receive a block grant, Half 
Moon Bay will get its fund-
ing from the state. Because 
of this, the city manager’s 
office estimates it will re-
ceive the funds 90 days later 
than large cities will, which 
takes an average of 60 days. 
The funds should become 
available in late June or July. 
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