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AMAZING WOMEN OF THE COAST

City pledges to support mental health services
COUNCIL 

REMEMBERS 
YANIRA 

SERRANO
By August Howell

In the wake of widespread 
protests and dialogue about 
police reform and mental 

health issues, the Coastside 
is getting some new features 
that advocates say are a step 
in the right direction to ad-
dressing key community 
problems. 

The Half Moon Bay City 
Council last week unani-
mously approved the Yani-
ra Serrano Presente! imple-
mentation plan, which aims 
to bolster mental health ser-

vices and improve relations 
between residents and law 
enforcement. The plan in-
cludes three parts: the in-
stallation of a new police 
comment and complaint 
line to the city manager’s 
office, facilitating orienta-
tions with Coastside dep-
uties from the San Mateo 
County Sheriff’s Office, and 
providing $75,000 for men-

tal health services in the city. 
It’s not yet clear how that 
money will be used. 

“We want it to be used ef-
fectively, and we want it to 
hit that intersection of men-
tal health and law enforce-
ment,” said City Manager 
Bob Nisbet said. 

The implementation 
plan addresses concerns 
raised by the Latino Adviso-

ry Council in June 2020. But 
the origin of the plan goes 
back to June 3, 2014, when 
Yanira Serrano, an 18-year-
old Moonridge resident with 
a history of mental illness, 
was killed by a Sheriff’s dep-
uty. As the seventh anniver-
sary of her death approach-
es, her brother Tony Serrano 
said he was thankful the 
plan he presented last June 

had made headway and that 
it was the first step in a long 
road of collaboration ahead. 

“This program will pre-
vent future tragedies,” Tony 
Serrano said to the coun-
cil on May 4. “May the lives 
this program touches be re-
membered in the name of 
Yanira.”

See HEALTHa6A

Coastside Gives 
raises record 
$1.4 million
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After nearly a year of online school, Half Moon Bay High School students were able to return to campus in mid-April for live 
classes taught simultaneously via Zoom.

EVENT 
BENEFITS 59 

ORGANIZATIONS
By Felicia Hou

It was a record year for 
Coastside Gives, the annual 
community fundraiser held 
on Thursday that this year 
raised more than $1.4 mil-
lion for 59 organizations.

More than 7,000 people 
logged on to donate for the 
event, which is presented by 
the Mavericks Community 
Foundation. Over a year into 
a global pandemic, the over-
whelming success felt like 
a heartwarming display of 
community among difficult 

financial times for nonprof-
it organizations everywhere.

“The community stepped 
up,” said Kelly Hoffman-Da-
vis, president of Coastside 
Gives. “They know that all 
of these nonprofits have lost 
every fundraising stream 
that they usually rely on.”

Many organizations ex-
ceeded or came close to 
their donation goals. Puente 
de la Costa Sur, which pro-
motes equitable access to 
education, health and eco-
nomic security on the South 
Coast, led the way, raising 
$331,849. Coastside Hope, 
which provides basic needs 
for the homeless communi-
ty and much more, came in 

High school welcomes back half of Cougars
GRADS TO 
CELEBRATE
IN PERSON
By Sarah Wright

Last month, stepping 
onto campus for the first 
time as a Half Moon Bay 

High School freshman, 
Zoe McAnerney felt differ-
ent. She was finally able to 
meet all of her teachers and 
to get to know her peers as 
more than just squares on a 
screen.

The most interesting of 
her classes, biology, which 
she attends in person half 
the time and remotely the 

other half as part of the high 
school’s hybrid schedule, 
is a challenge. But it’s a re-
warding one.

“It’s so much better than 
all online,” McAnerney said. 
“It feels like a small class.”

Half Moon Bay High 
School Principal John Na-
zar said about half of the 
high school’s students are 

now back on campus for in-
person learning. The cam-
pus has phased its reopen-
ing, which began April 12 
for 11th and 12th grade stu-
dents, followed by ninth- 
and 10th-graders the next 
week. He said the numbers 
of returning students match 

See SCHOOLSa6A
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Volunteer Christine McGregor receives a drive-by cash do-
nation at the in-person Coastside Gives booth on Main Street in 
Half Moon Bay on Thursday.
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While Pacificans see light at end of tunnels...
... IT’S DARKER 
FOR SOME IN 

MONTARA
By Sarah Wright

When you ask a Montaran 

about the Devil’s Slide tun-
nels, they’ll tell you about 
the increased traffic and the 
people who have discovered 
Midcoast beaches, parking 
anywhere they want for a 
slice of sand. They’ll tell you 
about not leaving home dur-
ing peak hours on a mid-

summer weekend for fear of 
getting caught in hourlong 
backups on the way to the 
grocery store.

But Pacificans say the 
opening of the Devil’s Slide 
tunnels hasn’t changed life 
much. 

In fact, the effect of the 

tunnels, which created a 
safer, more reliable route 
between the towns in the 
spring of 2013, has not 
been a two-way street. The 
discrepancy only widened 
during the ongoing public 
health crisis.

Coastal towns across the 

state and nation were inun-
dated with visitors during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
but Midcoast residents say 
the transformation of their 
sleepy towns into bustling 
getaways each weekend had 
been expected, with the tun-
nels having something to do 

with it. 
Montara resident Tom 

Flowers watches from his 
apartment above a salon on 
Main Street as thousands of 
cars crawl by each weekend. 
He said the change is unde-
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