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Coastside water district weighs drought fees
BOARD CAN 
ADOPT NEW 

RATES DURING 
DRY SPELL
By August Howell

The Coastside County 
Water District on Tuesday 
was expected to pass new 
fees and rates designed to 

incentivize water conserva-
tion and make up for lost 
revenue during the ongo-
ing drought. The meeting, 
which occurred after the 
Review’s print deadline, 
underscored the need to re-
duce water use during the 
statewide drought. 

The board was set to re-
view an amendment to the 
district’s rate and fee struc-
ture by adding so-called 
Water Shortage Contingen-

cy Stage Rates. The move 
gives the district the dis-
cretion during a drought 
to raise water prices pro-
portional to current wa-
ter shortages by a percent-
age of customers’ bills. If 
approved, the rates will be 
added to the district’s pol-
icy as soon as today, but 
won’t necessarily go into ef-
fect right away, as the board 
can start the new pay struc-
ture when it declares a wa-

ter shortage. 
The plan is meant to get 

customers to save water, 
and those who reduce wa-
ter use by the recommend-
ed amount will not see 
their bill increase. Howev-
er, those who use water at 
their current rate will then 
see their bill increase pro-
portionally.

These new rates are also 
a way for the district to off-
set lost revenue by ensur-

ing it won’t have to use 
reserves or delay capital 
investments. When cus-
tomers conserve during 
droughts, they would nor-
mally pay less to the dis-
trict, however the costs to 
pump and maintain the 
system are still constant for 
the district.

On Tuesday, the board 
also weighed implement-
ing a new clause for San 
Francisco Public Utilities 

Commission Pass-Through 
Wholesale Water Shortage 
Rates. If approved, the dis-
trict would pass along in-
creases from the SFPUC 
during a declared short-
age. According to a district 
staff report, the share of the 
pass-through charge will be 
based on the direct propor-
tion of how much SFPUC 
water is purchased to meet 
demand versus how much 
water is locally sourced. r

Community 
college plans 

return to coast
INITIAL 

OFFERINGS 
AT COASTSIDE 

SCHOOLS
By Peter Tokofsky

After a hiatus of more 
than a decade, the College 
of San Mateo will again of-
fer classes in Half Moon Bay 

beginning in January. In 
partnership with the Cabril-
lo Unified School District, 
the college will offer cours-
es at Half Moon Bay High 
School, Pilarcitos High 
School and La Costa Adult 
School as part of its dual en-
rollment program.

Next year will not only 
mark the return of CSM 
to the coast, but is also the 
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In an effort to ease the environmental burden of single-use foodware, the state set rules requiring consumers to ask for them 
before restaurants provide the utensils.

State rings in year with new laws
STATES TWEAKS 
ENVIRONMENT, 

WAGE LAWS
By Peter Tokofsky

California legislators 
kept busy in 2021, deliver-
ing 836 bills to Gov. Gavin 

Newsom, who signed 770 
of them into law. Not all of 
the new laws take effect im-
mediately. Here are some 
that might impact life on 
the coast.

tHelping the environment
A law passed in 2016 

kicks in this year requiring 
that organic waste be col-
lected separately from oth-

er solid waste. Organic ma-
terials take up as much as 
40 percent of landfill space 
and emit methane, a green-
house gas, when not com-
posted. Although penalties 
for noncompliant residents 
and trash collection com-
panies will not be imple-
mented this year, there has 
already been discussion on 

social media about whether 
local agencies are keeping 
materials separate. 

Another new law prohib-
its restaurants from provid-
ing single-use food accesso-
ries (such as plastic forks) or 
“standard condiments” (the 
law includes a definition) 

Avoid fog of confusion over 
COVID-19 in time of Omicron

START WITH 
GOOD, TIMELY 
INFORMATION

 
By Dr. Vic Froelicher 

Special for the Review

If you feel confused about 
COVID-19 now, don’t feel 

alone. There is a lot of con-
fusion out there, not just 
because of radicals and 
“fake news” but even from 
bonafide health care experts.

True, there are groups 
making money from lies and 
misinformation but health 
care providers and medical 
scientists have often been 
fooled or overwhelmed by 

this new virus. Here are ba-
sic approaches to avoid the 
“fog of war” surrounding 
this virus:

Carefully select your sourc-
es of information: They must 
be up-to-date and reputable. 
The U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, ma-
jor medical centers and uni-
versities, and state and coun-

ty health departments are 
reliable sources. Just be sure 
that the information is cur-
rent. Scientific knowledge 
regarding the virus is grow-
ing rapidly and the virus it-
self is changing, so recom-
mendations must adapt.

Beware of information 

See COLLEGEa5A

See LAWSa5A

Commercial fish 
buyers may be on 

hook for harbor fees
PUBLIC HOIST 
CAN’T BE USED 

FOR COMMERCIAL 
FISHING 

By August Howell

The San Mateo County 
Harbor District is consid-
ering how to regulate sales 
between visiting fish buy-
ers and commercial sellers 
within Pillar Point Harbor, 
and will soon be discussing 
ordinances that will impact 
how much non-berthed ves-
sels will pay in fees. 

At the harbor board meet-
ing last month, the commis-
sioners discussed a series of 
options involving permits 
for commercial offloads 
from non-lease commercial 

fish buyers, or operations 
that don’t have a berthing 
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The San Mateo County 
Harbor District is rethink-
ing rules about who is allowed 
to use hoists on the Johnson 
Pier and for what purpose.

See HARBORa5ASee VIRUSa5A


