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County prepared to unleash dog program
PILOT ALLOWS 

OFF-LEASH 
ZONES ON 

COAST
By August Howell

Most local dog owners are 
likely to tell you the Coast-
side is a great place to walk 
your dog. Now, after years 

of unofficial access, dogs 
may soon be free to roam in 
two of the area’s San Mateo 
County parks.

The San Mateo County 
Board of Supervisors voted 
4-1 last week to allow lim-
ited off-leash dog access 
at specified trails in Quar-
ry Park and the Pillar Point 
bluff. The year-long pilot is 
expected to be reviewed for 
a Coastal Development Per-
mit by the San Mateo Coun-

ty Planning Department in 
January. Depending on the 
timeline, the pilot could 
launch in February 2022.

In Quarry Park, dogs 
wouldn’t be allowed in the 
playground or reservoir. 
On the Pillar Point bluff, 
dogs would be required to 
be leashed in two areas, the 
Pillar Point Bluff Trail and a 
section of Ross’ Cove Trail. 
Parks Department Director 
Nicholas Calderon said this 

is meant to protect wildlife 
in the area, as Pillar Point 
Bluff Trail is near wetlands 
and Ross’ Cove Trail has sev-
eral informal beach access 
routes leading to Ross’ Cove, 
which is part of the Fitzger-
ald Marine Reserve. Dogs 
are not allowed in the re-
serve, and Calderon noted 
the pilot program makes no 
changes to that. 

A bad day at Fitzgerald
Much of last week’s discussion around the off-leash dog pro-
gram referenced a 2018 incident when a dog named Luna 
killed a harbor seal pup at Ross’ Cove, which lies inside the 
Fitzgerald Marine Reserve. The proposed plan prohibits off-
leash dogs on the stretch near the beach. The attack was cap-
tured on video and contained graphic images. Because dogs 
are not allowed in the Fitzgerald Marine Reserve, Luna was 
prosecuted, caged for 80 days and faced the death sentence. 
She was eventually released but is now designated as a dan-
gerous animal. 

See DOGSa8A

Review file photo

U.S. Rep. Jackie Speier speaks during a 2018 forum in Half Moon Bay. She had come to hear from “dreamers” and others sup-
porting a path to citizenship in the United States. 

Speier announces she won’t 
seek reelection to Congress

CONGRESSWOMAN 
HAS HELD OFFICES 

FOR 4 DECADES
By Clay Lambert

U.S. Rep. Jackie Speier, who has rep-
resented constituents on the Peninsu-
la for 41 years, announced on Tuesday 
that she will not seek reelection to an 
increasingly rancorous Congress in the 
2022 midterm elections.

Speier, whose 14th Congressional 
District includes the Coastside, is in 
the midst of her seventh term in the 
House of Representatives. Before that, 
she served for six years on the San Ma-
teo County Board of Supervisors and 
another 18 in the California Legislature. 
Speier first sought elective office after 
she was shot five times and left to die 
on a tarmac in Guyana as she accompa-
nied her boss, Rep. Leo Ryan, on a mer-
cy mission that sought to rescue people 
in an ill-fated cult in 1978.

In a video announcing her pending 
retirement from politics, Speier refer-
enced that traumatic experience.

“I vowed that if I survived, I would 
dedicate my life to public service, she 
said. “I lived and I served.”

Speier said she was privileged to 
serve the people of her Bay Area district 
but that the time had come to move on.

“It’s time for me to come home,” she 
said. “Time for me to be more than a 
weekend wife, mother and friend.”

Speier has been an extraordinarily 
popular elected official at home and a 
lightning rod in other parts of the coun-
try. She voiced contempt for some of 
President Donald Trump’s followers in 
the wake of the Jan. 6 uprising, calling 
the assault on the U.S. Capitol a “coup 
d’état” after she herself was forced to 
hide from rioters. She supported two 
impeachments of the former president.

Speier’s regular appearances on the 
coast often drew large crowds. Hun-
dreds turned out to hear her and partici-
pate in a health care town hall in 2009. 
Concerned Coastsiders filled the Cabril-

lo Event Center on a Saturday in 2017 
to hear her thoughts about Trump and 
immigration concerns brought by his 
policies. Two years later, constituents 
lined up at the Half Moon Bay Library 
to shake her hand and ask her to sign 
copies of her book, “Undaunted.”

She was a strong voice against dis-
crimination against transgendered and 
gay people in the military. As the chair 
of the House Armed Services Commit-
tee’s subcommittee on military person-
nel, she railed against rape at military 
academies and worked toward stronger 
cyber defenses.

“I’ve been touched by your support in 
good times and bad,” she said in Tues-
day’s video. r

See the video
U.S. Rep. Jackie Speier announced on 
Tuesday that she won’t seek reelection 
to the U.S. House of Representatives. 
See her announcement here: https://
vimeo.com/645076215

Connect the Coastside 
final draft released

$77 MILLION IN 
TRAFFIC FIXES 
OVER 30 YEARS 

By August Howell

The Midcoast Commu-
nity Council last week re-
viewed San Mateo Coun-
ty’s Connect the Coastside 
plan, a sweeping and mul-
tifaceted project, more than 
a decade in the making, de-

signed to improve roadways 
and land use in the unincor-
porated areas north of Half 
Moon Bay and Highway 92.  

Formally called the San 
Mateo County Midcoast 
Comprehensive Transpor-
tation Management Plan, 
the plan known as “Con-
nect the Coastside” is meant 
to preserve coastal charac-
ter, reduce roadway traf-
fic, and increase opportuni-

See CONNECTa8A
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Family friend Maneesh Savexena speaks on behalf of the 
Pruthi family during an event dedicated to Arunay Pruthi that 
included the installation of life-saving rings near the harbor.

Family’s loss 
inspires beach safety

3 BUOY 
STATIONS 
INSTALLED 

NEAR HARBOR
By August Howell

The natural beauty of the 
Coastside spans sprawling 
beaches and vast cliffs buf-
feted by the relentless ener-
gy of the Pacific Ocean. From 

Half Moon Bay to Pescadero 
and beyond, there are myriad 
coves, hidden gems and iso-
lated stretches of sand that 
have attracted both longtime 
residents and passersby here 
for decades. 

But it’s these isolated 
patches that worry emergen-
cy rescue personnel when 
victims end up in the ocean. 
Because road access is lim-
ited, it’s often up to boats 

See SAFETYa8A


