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Polls close in momentous local elections
CITY COUNCIL 
SEAT DECIDED

By Clay Lambert

Half Moon Bay voters 
in District 4 were deciding 
among three candidates and 
all Coastside voters were 
weighing in on local repre-
sentation on the San Mateo 

County Board of Supervisors 
as polls closed on Tuesday. 
The Nov. 8 midterm elec-

tions included local and state 
races that will shape Coast-
side governance for years to 
come.

Polls closed after the Re-
view’s print deadline on 
Tuesday. For the latest re-
sults, visit hmbreview.com. 
The site will update results 
as necessary throughout the 
counting until county elec-
tions officials certify results 
on Dec. 8.

In the southern voting dis-
trict of Half Moon Bay, the 
incumbent mayor, Debbie 
Ruddock, squared off against 
two challengers, Bill Balson 
and David Eblovi.

On the South Coast, vot-
ers in the La Honda-Pescade-
ro Unified School District 
were deciding among school 
board candidates and wheth-
er to authorize the school dis-
trict to issue $15 million in 

bonds to repair and modern-
ize schools.

On the Midcoast, voters 
were deciding who will oc-
cupy one seat on the San Ma-
teo County Harbor District 
and three seats on the Grana-
da Community Services Dis-
trict.

All Coastside voters will 
have a say in the race for the 
District 3 seat on the San 
Mateo County Board of Su-

pervisors. That race pitted a 
pair of Peninsula city council 
members. San Carlos’s Laura 
Parmer-Lohan was running 
against Ray Mueller of Men-
lo Park.

In addition, local voters 
had their say on seven state-
wide propositions that ran 
from protections for abortion 
rights to school funding for 
arts and music to decisions 
about online gambling. ▪

Get results
▸ For updates on local rac-

es and comments from win-
ners, visit hmbreview.com

▸ For the latest results, vis-
it smcacre.org

Anna Hoch-Kenney / Review

A wild South Coast tradition
Hungry South Coast citizens file into the Pescadero Native Sons Community Hall on Saturday for the Wild Game and Fish Feed, 
which is a treasured town tradition. Local residents hunt for the food and Pescadero High School students volunteer as part of a 
fundraiser. See story and photos, Page 6A.

Supervisors move 
toward civilian 

oversight of sheriff
PROCESS 

COULD TAKE 
MONTHS

By Peter Tokofsky

San Mateo County moved 
one step closer to imple-
menting civilian oversight 
of the Sheriff’s Office last 
week when the Board of Su-
pervisors voted unanimous-
ly to support the idea.

The vote followed a re-

port from the ad hoc com-
mittee led by Supervisors 
Dave Pine and Warren Slo-
cum, appointed by the board 
in September to explore dif-
ferent ways of ensuring ef-
fective monitoring of the 
sheriff. Former Sheriff and  
board President Don Hors-
ley, who initially opposed 
establishing independent 
oversight, acknowledged, 
“People have indicated it’s 
time for change, so I am in 
favor of that.”
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The U.S. Coast Guard has replaced the old foghorn on 
the Pillar Point breakwater. The old one, which had stood guard 
for 25 years, had become difficult to maintain.

Coast Guard 
quietly replaces 
harbor foghorn
SOUND 

REMAINS 
MUFFLED

By August Howell

After 35 years, Pillar Point 
Harbor has a new foghorn.

The U.S. Coast Guard 
completed the rebuild on 
Oct. 25 after several days 
of working at the gateway 
to the harbor. The govern-

ment agency paid around 
$393,000 to replace the 
old sound signal. A Coast 
Guard spokesman said the 
foghorn, which has stood at 
its rocky perch since 1987, 
was deteriorating and un-
safe for staff members to 
safely climb and service it. 

The rebuilt 50-foot tower 
includes new housing and 
baffles, devices that muffle 
the sound. It’s thinner than 
the old model, but the tech-

See SHERIFF•8A
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Coastside kids to honor civil 
rights hero Ruby Bridges

MONDAY WALK 
IS TRIBUTE

By April Seager

On Nov. 14, 1960, Ruby 
Bridges walked up the steps 
to William Frantz Elemen-
tary School in New Orleans, 
and changed American his-
tory.

“I’ve heard her speak 
about it,” said Theresa 
Vallez-Kelly, who coordi-
nates the Safe Routes to 
School program at San Ma-
teo County Office of Educa-
tion. “She was just 6 years 
old. She grew up in New 
Orleans, and she said she 
just thought it was like Mar-
di Gras. People yell at Mar-
di Gras. I don’t think she re-
alized what was really going 
on.”

In fact, the young Ruby 
Bridges was walking past 
noisy crowds that had gath-
ered to protest her arrival 
because she was the first 

African American student 
to desegregate the former-
ly all-white school. The sit-
uation was so volatile that 
a detail of federal marshals 
escorted Bridges to school 
every day to ensure her 
physical safety.

On Monday, students 
at El Granada Elementary 
School as well as Farallone 
View Elementary School in  
Montara will honor Bridges 
by celebrating Ruby Bridg-
es Walk to School Day. Stu-
dents will be encouraged 
to walk to school alone or 
with friends, and will learn 
about the famous first-grad-
er’s contributions to the civ-
il rights movement.

“Teachers are organiz-
ing lessons in their class-
rooms around who Ruby 
Bridges is, her courage, and 
what she exemplifies,” said 
El Granada Principal Erin 
O’Connor-Brown.

Farallone View Princi-
pal Amy McVicker said 
that two students from her 
school entered a poster 

contest sponsored by Safe 
Routes to School at San Ma-
teo County Office of Edu-
cation and added that their 
artwork is hanging in her 
office window.

In addition, Cabrillo Uni-
fied School District’s Safe 
Routes to School program 
has provided students at 
both schools with various 
age-appropriate books writ-
ten by Bridges, including 
her most recent title, “I Am 
Ruby Bridges.” 

Vallez-Kelly said students 
often ask why people were 
so angry that Bridges went 
to school. Kids also ask  
why Bridges had to be 
alone in her classroom; for 
the first year, Bridges was 
the only pupil in her class  
because white parents had 
all withdrawn their chil-
dren.

 Although Ruby Bridg-
es Walk to School Day is 
now a national event that 
occurs every year on Nov. 
14, it started just four years 
ago in San Mateo Coun-

ty. Vallez-Kelly was instru-
mental in establishing the 
annual celebration that at-
tracted 90,000 partici-
pants across the country 
last year.

“Back in spring 2018, 
I happened to go to the 
South San Francisco Uni-
fied School District board 
meeting,” she said. “While 
I was there, a group of stu-
dents from Martin Elemen-
tary School in South San 
Francisco made a presenta-
tion. They were so inspired 
by Ruby Bridges that they 
asked their school board to 
make Nov. 14 Ruby Bridg-
es Day in their school dis-
trict. While I was sitting 
there listening to them, I 
thought, ‘This should be a 
walk to school day.’” 

Vallez-Kelly explained 
that these Martin Elemen-
tary students were able to 
meet Bridges in January 
2020, thanks to a tip from 
Carlene Foldenauer, Safe 

See BRIDGES•8A


