
ZONES 
EFFECTIVELY 

EXCLUDE 
POOR, PEOPLE 

OF COLOR
By Emily Surgent

The vast majority of land 
set aside for residential use 
on the coast is constrained 
by single-family zoning, at-
tracting wealthy homeown-
ers looking for large proper-
ties and small-town charm. 

For low-income families, 
life on the coast looks differ-
ent.

“The scenario that hap-
pens most commonly is 
that one family will sublease 
from another family,” said 
Judith Guerrero, executive 
director of Coastside Hope, 
a human services agen-
cy that provides support to 
working families seeking 
residency on the Coastside. 
“Sometimes you will have 
three families living in one, 

three-room trailer with one 
family in each room,” she 
said. 

As efforts to increase op-
portunity housing spur on-

HMB 
FISHERMAN 

SAVES BOAT FOR 
INTERNATIONAL 

PROGRAM
By August Howell

John Schultz, captain of 
the fishing vessel New Krab-
mandu, wasn’t sure what he 
was looking at exactly. Af-
ter a day of work at sea, he 

and his deckhand Robert 
Gieskin had every reason 
to head back to Pillar Point 
Harbor, but a small object 

bobbing along the surface 
near the southern waters of 
Half Moon Bay caught their 
attention.  

After mistaking it for a 
buoy, the crew noticed the 
object was a tiny unmanned 
sailboat about six feet long. 
And it was headed straight 
for the rocks in front of the 
Ritz-Carlton, Half Moon 
Bay. With about 100 yards 
to spare before the boat was 
dashed on the rocks, Schul-
tz and Gieskin hauled the 
tiny boat aboard their own. 

The instructions and details 
printed on the sailboat were 
the first hints of its vast jour-
ney. 

The sailboat the crew 
found on Aug. 2 was a 
“miniboat” named “Second 
Wind.” It was built by fifth-
graders in Columbia City El-
ementary School in Colum-
bia City, Ore. It had drifted 
more than 500 miles from 
its starting point off the Or-
egon coast on July 18. 
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Boosters available starting next month
COUNTY: ‘WE 

HAVE ENOUGH 
SHOTS’

By Sarah Wright

San Mateo County will be-
gin administering booster 
shots of the COVID-19 vac-
cine on Sept. 20, the date rec-
ommended by the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 

Prevention. County officials 
say there are enough doses 
to get shots in arms for ev-
eryone who wants a booster. 

“There is no question 
about vaccine supply, and 
we assume more vaccines 
will be coming,” San Mateo 
County Health Public Infor-
mation Officer Preston Mer-
chant said.

The CDC’s recommenda-
tion is to get a booster shot of 
the same vaccine brand eight 

months after receiving a sec-
ond dose. Those who got the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine, 
which only began being ad-
ministered locally in March, 
will have to wait until more 
data from booster testing is 
available.

Last week, the county sent 
out a survey to all residents 
asking about their interest 
in receiving the booster shot 
and what kinds of clinic op-
tions, such as mass vacci-

nation sites or doctor’s of-
fices, they prefer. Merchant 
said the results of the sur-
vey are not yet available, but 
will help inform county plan-
ning. 

He said the county is start-
ing planning now to revamp 
its mass vaccination pro-
gram while also relying on 
doctor’s offices, nonprofit 
partners and local clinics to 
give residents lots of vaccina-
tion options. 

As of Friday, 92 percent 
of county residents 12 and 
older have received a CO-
VID-19 vaccination. Last 
week, County Health Chief 
Louise Rogers published a 
breakdown of populations 
in the county that are lag-
ging behind when it comes 
to vaccines. The most signifi-
cant are patients of San Ma-
teo Medical Center, nearly 
20,000 of whom remain un-
vaccinated.

According to county es-
timates, almost 2,000 El 
Granada residents and 1,500 
Moss Beach residents re-
main unvaccinated; both 
towns are listed as having 
less than 80 percent of resi-
dents vaccinated. An estimat-
ed 54 Loma Mar residents 
also remain unvaccinated, al-
though inaccuracies in coun-
ty population estimates may 
be skewing that number, 
Rogers wrote. r
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Fisherman John Schultz, center, shakes hands with Columbia River Maritime Museum Director of Education Nate Sandel 
on Friday. Schulz recovered the museum’s miniboat just before it ran aground in Half Moon Bay.

‘Miniboats’ sail students into 
new ocean waters

Sail along
t To learn more about the 
Columbia River Maritime 
Museum and track the 
boats along their voyage 
across the Pacific Ocean go 
online to educationalpassag-
es.org/events/crmmatsea.

See BOATSa4A

Public Works 
maps out 

corporation yard 
LOT REQUIRES 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
REVIEW

By August Howell

At last week’s Half Moon 
Bay Planning Commission 
meeting, the city unveiled 
plans for its new home for 
the Public Works Depart-
ment, a corporation yard on 
the 21-acre lot at 880 Stone 
Pine Road. 

The proposed develop-
ment will cost an estimat-
ed $3 million and seeks to 
clean up the haphazard array 
of shipping containers and 

stored equipment as well as 
upgrade the offices of Public 
Works employees. Much of 
the development is centered 
on erecting a 6,750-square-
foot sprung structure, a 
premade, 24-foot-tall, alu-
minum-framed building 
to store the city’s tools and 
equipment. 

Public Works Superinten-
dent Todd Seeley estimated 
that the building could last 
35 to 40 years. The city will 
build a locker room and rest-
room inside the building, 
which will make the facility 
ADA compliant, Seeley said. 

The first part of the project 
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The area shaded in pink 
is that covered by single-
family zoning restrictions 
in Half Moon Bay. The blue 
area is all that is left for other 
types of residential housing.

Single-family 
zoning excludes 
many families

See YARDa4A

See HOMESa4A

COVID-19 cases won’t shut 
down area schools, officials say
COUNTY SAYS 
CLASSROOMS 

SHOULD  
STAY OPEN
By Sarah Wright

San Mateo County offi-

cials say schools will stay 
open even though COV-
ID-19 cases continue to ap-
pear at area schools since re-
opening in mid-August. 

Local superintendents re-
ported nine new cases in 
the past week, bringing the 
total local cases in public 
schools up to 22 from the 13 
reported on Aug. 23. Over 

the past week, one new case 
was reported at Cunha In-
termediate School, one at El 
Granada Elementary, one at 
Pilarcitos High School and 
two at Half Moon Bay High 
School. Four new  cases 
emerged at public schools 
in Pacifica. There are still no 
COVID-19 cases among La 
Honda-Pescadero Unified 

School District campuses.
Meanwhile, the San Ma-

teo County Health De-
partment sent out a press 
release on Thursday reaf-
firming its support for in-
person school despite re-
ports of cases in classrooms. 
The release, signed by 13 lo-

See VIRUSa4A


