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Rain won’t dampen resolve of fire officials
DROUGHT 

EMERGENCY 
EXPANDED 

ACROSS STATE
By August Howell

It’s been a stunningly dry 
year across California, so 
when the skies poured rain 
across the Bay Area two 

weekends ago, many as-
sumed it would end a dan-
gerous fire season fueled by 
statewide drought. But fire 
officials aren’t letting their 
guard down any time soon.

While the rain was helpful 
in decreasing the threat of 
wildfires, it isn’t enough to 
eliminate the threat entirely, 
Cal Fire CZU Unit Deputy 
Chief Nate Armstrong wrote 
in an email to the Review. 
Armstrong said the unit is 

primed for fires for the en-
tire year because of the pro-
longed drought, and expects 
to remain fully staffed until 
Dec. 31. 

“While our area may have 
received a fair amount of 
rain in this one shot, areas 
east of us did not receive 
nearly as much. So we all 
need to remain staffed up to 
support fires that they may 
get,” Armstrong said. 

The San Mateo-Santa Cruz 

unit, which serves much of 
the Santa Cruz Mountains 
and contracts with the Coast-
side Fire Protection District, 
was fully staffed by June.  
Four of the department’s 
13 engines are in San Ma-
teo County, with additional 
engines assigned to various 
Coastside stations. The fire 
district’s staff fluctuates each 
year to support other fire de-
partments battling flames 
across the state. This year, 

a little more than 50 CZU 
personnel were assigned to 
fight the Dixie, Caldor and 
Monument fires in Northern 
California. All firefighters 
are back on the coast, Arm-
strong said. 

After a record 4.3 million 
acres burned in 2020, Cal 
Fire’s total budget this fiscal 
year was an unprecedented 
$2.4 billion. That included 
a $576 million Wildfire Re-
silience Package for a variety 

of services like fuel reduc-
tion, fire protection grants 
and defensible space and 
home protection. In the last 
five years, California has av-
eraged about 7,800 fires and 
1.3 million acres burned 
each year. This year, 8,240 
fires have burned across 2.4 
million acres, according to 
Cal Fire. 

Due to a shortage of in-
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Members of the Half Moon Bay High School girls varsity water polo squad celebrate another victory in another season 
of battling long odds.

Water polo players never out of 
their depth, at least in own pool
COUGARS 
SUCCEED 

DESPITE POOL, 
INEXPERIENCE

By Emma Spaeth

In a nail-biter on Oct. 25, 
the Half Moon Bay High 
School girls varsity water polo 
team secured an 8-7 victory 
over Hillsdale High School, 
clinching the Peninsula Ath-
letic League Ocean Division 
title and sending the girls to a 
Central Coast Section play-in 
match. The girls have thrived 
together during a pandem-
ic that is likely not even their 
most pressing challenge: 
They don’t have a home pool 
deep enough to allow them to 
host any games.

After last week’s win, the 
girls jumped in the pool, 
splashing and hugging af-
ter a close one. Around them 
hung posters to celebrate se-
niors Sara Gorman, Alex-
andria Shick, Ashley Owen, 
Holly Quick and Jess Palm-
er-Sammons, in their fi-
nal league game. They fin-
ished 12-3 overall and 10-2 in 
league play. Seniors are typi-
cally honored at the team’s 

home pool. In this case, how-
ever, they were honored on 
the Knights’ pool deck as the 
Half Moon Bay High School 
pool doesn’t meet league reg-
ulations. 

“I cannot tell you how 
proud I am of these kids,” 
said Tracy Hilvert, Half Moon 
Bay High School varsity 

and junior varsity girls head 
coach. “Always having to win 
on the road is not normal. 
Not having friends and class-
mates cheer you on is sad and 
hard. But with this challenge 
comes a strong commitment 
to each other.” 

For the last seven years the 
high school water polo teams 
have traveled across the Pen-

insula for every game. The 
Cougars’ success belies the 
fact that even practice is dif-
ficult at their own pool. The 
Half Moon Bay High School 
pool is shallow, five feet, at 
each end, and deep, around 
10 feet, in the middle section.

“The challenge with our 
current pool is that we can 

only practice in the inner 
third of the pool,” said Dale 
Weber, Half Moon Bay High 
School junior varsity and var-
sity boys coach. “There’s a lot 
of transition stuff, leveraging 
space and awareness that’s 
really hard to develop in a 
limited, constrained environ-
ment.” 

For a number of years the 

teams were able to practice 
for a couple of days a week 
at the College of San Ma-
teo facilities, but it cost the 
teams thousands of dollars 
per season. When the league 
changed the game schedule, 
the availability of the pool and 
game times meant that they 
would be renting space that 
would sit empty every other 
week. 

“Not being able to practice 
in a regulation pool is prob-
ably our biggest disadvan-
tage as a team,” said Alyson 
Osgood, who, prior to We-
ber, coached the boys teams 
as well as the girls junior var-
sity team. 

Osgood explained that the 
athletes don’t have the chance 
to tread water for the entire 
practice, and they miss out 
on productive counterattack 
practice. Full court scrim-
maging as a team at the high 
school pool is impossible.

“It’s really unfortunate be-
cause that is where athletes 
get the most accurate repre-
sentation of real game play,” 
said Osgood. “It’s not as con-
trolled as half court can be.”

The lack of a full pool also 
affects new players and ju-
nior varsity teams because of-

CCWD reviews 
alternative 

water sources
EXPERTS SAY 
PILARCITOS, 
DENNISTON 
CREEKS BEST 

OPTIONS 
By August Howell

As the statewide drought 
continues, the Coastside 
County Water District is ex-
ploring how to maximize 
its local sources and not 
be solely reliant on import-
ed water. Last week the dis-
trict received a presenta-
tion from hydrogeologist 

Robert Shultz, of Geo Blue 
Consulting, who referenced 
studies of local watersheds 
dating back decades and 
made recommendations to 
the board. 

As a result, the district 
is expected to pursue a pi-
lot well and streamflow sur-
veys for the Lower Pilarci-
tos Groundwater project, 
consider replacing wells in 
Upper Pilarcitos Canyon 
and improve production at 
the Denniston Creek well 
fields. 

“This is what we’re 
charged to do,” Commis-
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Those in attendance at the Odd Fellows annual cemetery 
tour walk among the graves off of Highway 92 on Thursday.

Annual gathering 
at HMB cemetery  
recalls founders

ODD FELLOWS 
HAVE GRAVE 
TRADITION

By Emma Spaeth

As the sun set on Thurs-
day evening at the Half Moon 
Bay Odd Fellows Cemetery, 
members gathered clutching 
mugs of “Graveyard chili,” 
in the organization's annual 
visit to the cemetery. 

“Every year we gather to-
gether and have a tradition 
of meeting and visiting the 

gravestones,” said Joe Bren-
nan, member and board 
member of the Odd Fellows. 

Every year, on the Thurs-
day before Halloween, mem-
bers meet and walk to dif-
ferent graves around the 
cemetery and people share 
stories about those they 
knew or the stories that have 
been passed down about 
them over the years. Some 
years they have historians 
and anthropologists come as 
well to talk about the history 
of the people who are buried 
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Half Moon Bay girls varsity water polo coach Tracy Hil-
vert speaks to her troops during a victory over Hillsdale High 
School on Oct. 25.


