
The road to Sacra-
mento, regardless 
of where you begin, 

takes you through flat farm-
land. California’s 
capital city strug-
gles up from that 
fertile soil like a 
weed amid the wine 
grapes and almond 
trees. Surround-
ing this accident 
of man’s making are 
clutches of humanity some-
times derisively called “cow 

towns” for reasons that are 
obvious if you crack the car 
window as you barrel along 
Interstate 80.

You don’t have to 
tell kids from Half 
Moon Bay High 
School how it feels 
to be from one of 
those rural outposts. 
Those guys on the 
varsity boys basket-

ball team knew befOre 
buckling in for the hours-
long trip to Sacramento 

and the CIF state basketball 
championships over the 
weekend that other teams 
from more well-traveled lo-
cales would consider them 
rubes huddled around a red 
pin somewhere below San 

Francisco on the Google 
map.

Nevertheless, against all 
odds, the Cougars found 
themselves on the same 

DANGEROUS SURF
A pair of surfers required rescue  
near Devil’s Slide
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STAYING READY
More than 70 people participated in CERT training
 in Half Moon Bay over the weekend
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HMB, Coastal Commission agree on short-term rental limit
UNHOSTED 
CAPPED AT 
60 NIGHTS 
PER YEAR

By August Howell

Last week the California 
Coastal Commission ap-
proved Half Moon Bay’s 
proposed changes to its Lo-
cal Coastal Program meant 

to control short-term rent-
als and update home occu-
pation standards. Commis-
sioners voted against their 
own staff’s recommenda-
tions that would have lim-
ited unhosted STRs in the 
city to 120 nights per year, 
a number that was reached 
as a compromise with Half 
Moon Bay staff. 

The crux of the issue in-
volved determining how 
long a home in Half Moon 
Bay can be available to rent. 

Commissioners ultimate-
ly voted 7-1 to limit unhost-
ed rental units, meaning 
when the primary resident 
is not present during an oc-
cupant’s stay, to operate only 
60 nights per year. That was 
in line with the city’s origi-
nal request. The amend-
ed policy does not impact 
hosted STRs, which have no 
nightly limitations. 

Months ago, Coastal 
Commission staff thought 
the unhosted limit should 

be much higher — 180 
nights per year. The propos-
al was set to be discussed by 
the commission last year, 
but it was continued in Oc-
tober 2022. Half Moon Bay 
and Coastal Commission 
staff reached a compromise 
to cap the unhosted rental 
limit to 120 nights per year. 

The city has an estimat-
ed 46 properties licensed 
for STRs in Half Moon Bay, 
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Members of the California Coastal Commission meet 
at the Oceano Hotel and Spa last week. Short-term rentals in 
Half Moon Bay were on the agenda.

More storms 
prolong winter’s 

grasp
FLOOD, WIND 

WARNINGS 
END TODAY

By August Howell

Much of California was 
under the cloud of another 
atmospheric river early this 
week, and Tuesday’s wind 
and rain followed an earli-
er storm system that moved 
through the Bay Area over 
the weekend. So far, it’s 
been another wet and wild 
week on the coast.

The National Weath-
er Service issued a Flood 
Watch following extensive 
rainfall for most of the Bay 
Area, including the Penin-
sula, from 10 p.m. Monday 
through 4 a.m. Wednes-
day. The most recent storm, 
which was still blowing 
through at press time, was 
forecasted to bring heavy 
rain to the region, with 3 to 
7 inches of rain possible in 
coastal hills. 

The weather service also 
issued a High Wind Warn-
ing for the Greater Bay Area 
through 5 a.m. Wednesday. 
Weather watchers recorded 
gusts over 50 mph along the 
coastline and in elevations 
at and above 1,000 feet. 

President Joe Biden de-
clared a state of emergency 
for California on Thursday. 
The move authorized the 
Federal Emergency Man-

agement Agency and the 
Department of Homeland 
Security to move on disas-
ter relief efforts and coordi-
nate resources with local ju-
risdictions.

As of Monday afternoon, 
the NWS recorded 2.76 
inches of rainfall at the Half 
Moon Bay Airport over the 
past five days. About 3.59 
inches of rain was record-
ed at the Pilarcitos Dam 
near Montara Mountain. A 
weather gauge in La Honda 
recorded 3.39 inches of rain-
fall in the same time period. 

Among the problems:
▸A landslide on Saturday 

caused major roadway dam-
age to Highway 84 between 
Portola Road and Highway 
35. Authorities say the road 
is closed indefinitely. 

▸Persistent rainfall caused 
a mudslide on Highway 1 
north of the Devil’s Slide 
tunnels, tossing debris and 
large boulders onto the road 
on Friday night. Caltrans 
crews cleared the area and 
reopened the road before 7 
a.m. on Saturday.

▸A tree fell on top of a Tes-
la on Thursday night near 
Old La Honda Road and 
Skyline Boulevard, trapping 
two people inside. Both peo-
ple suffered minor injuries. 
One hurt their leg and was 
taken to the hospital, but 
both were expected to make 
a full recovery, according to 
the San Mateo County Sher-

Road to Sacramento will carry 
Cougars much farther still
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Half Moon Bay High School boys basketball head coach John William Parsons leads the Cougars at the CIF Division 
IV state championships in Sacramento on Saturday.

Cougars play for title
The Valencia Vikings beat the Half Moon Bay Cougars,  

89-59, to win the CIF Division IV state championship on  
Saturday. See story, Page 11A

Clay Lambert

See RENTALS•6A

See BASKETBALL•6A

Mobile laundry service rolls into Pescadero
WASHERS 

AND 
DRYERS ON 

WHEELS 

from staff reports

About six years ago,  
Pope Francis opened a free 

laundromat for the home-
less in Rome, Italy. The  
Vatican’s stated purpose 
was to restore dignity of 
people in need of basic  
services. Puente de La Costa 
Sur, a Pescadero-based non-
profit that provides services 
to farmworkers and low-in-
come Coastsiders, made a 
similar move last week by 
launching a mobile laundry 
service in Pescadero.

Participants will have ac-
cess to free laundry servic-
es on a weekly basis at 15 
different locations. Time 
slots must be reserved in ad-
vance.

“We are very excited for 
this project to come to fru-
ition,” said Puente Devel-
opment Director Alejandra 
Ortega, in a prepared re-
lease.

For more information 

about the mobile laundry 
service, contact Ariana San-
tana at asantana@mypu-
ente.org or by calling (650) 
547-6620.

“It went really well,”  
Santana said. “We had a 
lot of participation from 
the community. All 15  
slots were filled and there's 
just a lot of curiosity in  
the community. It was 
great.” ▪ 
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A new mobile laundry service will rotate through various South Coast 
locations. Those in need can contact Puente to sign up for a slot.

See WEATHER•6A


