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SERVING UP SUCCESS

Local water district braces for cutbacks
EMERGENCY 

COULD RESULT 
IN 50 PERCENT 

LESS WATER
By August Howell

Local officials are eye-
ing an upcoming San Fran-
cisco Public Utilities Com-
mission meeting that could 
determine drastic water ra-

tioning for many of Half 
Moon Bay’s customers. 

The Bay Area Water Sup-
ply and Conservation Agen-
cy told its member agencies 
two weeks ago that the SF-
PUC board is examining 
whether to declare a Wa-
ter Supply Emergency at its 
Nov. 9 meeting. While the 
staff is recommending the 
SFPUC board keep the re-
ductions voluntary, it will 
still trigger water shortage 
measures up to 20 percent 

for the Coastside County 
Water District.

With most of California 
in an “extreme” or “excep-
tional” drought, according 
to the U.S. Drought Mon-
itor, officials are worried 
about water shortages, par-
ticularly for large popula-
tion hubs like the Bay Area 
that rely on inland sourc-
es. The emergency declara-
tion would allocate supplies 
from SFPUC’s available re-
gional water system. The 

Tier 1 designation would go 
to San Francisco retail and 
wholesale customers. The 
water would then be prior-
itized to BAWSCA whole-
sale customers under the 
second tier, which includes 
the CCWD and agencies in 
San Jose and the city of San-
ta Clara. 

Because the CCWD relies 
entirely on imported water, 
the decision to impose man-
datory limits could have 

drastic ramifications for the 
district’s water supply. If the 
emergency involves man-
datory rationing, BAWSCA 
calculated that the CCWD 
would receive 920,000 gal-
lons per day, a nearly 50 
percent decrease from the 
district’s current use of 1.8 
million gallons per day. 

Should SFPUC go for-
ward with the emergency, 
CCWD is planning to im-
plement a Water Shortage 
Warning, which requires 

customers to curtail as 
much as 20 percent of their 
water. SFPUC is planning to 
track compliance monthly 
and determine if it will fine 
wholesale customers at the 
end of each fiscal year. It’s 
not clear yet if those restric-
tions would begin next year 
or at the start of next fiscal 
year. 

“We have to look at our 
cumulative water consump-

See WATERa8A
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San Mateo County Harbor Commissioners are weighing a proposal to open a new standing seafood market at Pillar Point 
Harbor that would ease traffic on Johnson Pier.

Harbor District could settle on 
regular seafood market

BOARD TO 
CONSIDER 

EXPANDING TO 
WHOLESALERS

By August Howell

The San Mateo Coun-
ty Harbor District is tak-
ing steps to expand seafood 
sales for wholesale buyers 
on Johnson Pier while ex-

amining the possibility of 
a new fish market in Pillar 
Point Harbor. 

Last month, the Reve-
nue and Income Ad Hoc 
Committee recommended 
that  Harbor Commission-
ers expand a lease agree-
ment with the three whole-
sale companies at the end of 
Johnson Pier: Morning Star 
Fisheries, McHenry Fisher-
ies, and Three Captains Sea-
food Products. In addition 
to the lease agreement, the 

Harbor District will discuss 
the potential of the seafood 
market, which is intended 
to mirror Half Moon Bay’s 
Coastside Farmers Market, 
during Wednesday’s 1 p.m. 
meeting. The discussion 
will include estimated costs 
of installing and running 
the market. 

“Beyond the revenue gen-
eration for the fish market, 
I think it’s a great service 
to the public,” said Com-
mission President Virginia 

Chang Kiraly, citing the pop-
ularity of the harbor among 
visitors and locals. “This is 
another option for us to pro-
vide a place for our tenants 
to sell fish and bring in rev-
enue for them and us.”

Under the current con-
tract, the three fish whole-
salers are allowed to sell to 
the public, but they can’t 
cook, fillet or bone the fish. 
Under the new agreement, 

See HARBORa8A

School district  
to consider 

workforce housing
SURPLUS 

PROPERTIES 
COULD MAKE 

PROFIT
By Sarah Wright

Cabrillo Unified School 
District is the latest to look 
into workforce housing as 
a way to make up funding 
gaps, targeting district prop-
erties in El Granada and 
Half Moon Bay as potential 
sites.

At last week’s board meet-
ing, district leaders invited 
consulting firm Brookwood 
Group to give an overview of 
potential property uses and 
ultimately decided to sign a 
contract with the consultant. 

Under consideration for 
housing are several sites 
along the Coastside that the 
district owns but isn’t cur-
rently using as part of its 
educational mandate. Dis-
trict Superintendent Sean 
McPhetridge said he’s will-
ing to look at both staff 
housing and general work-
force housing as an alterna-
tive funding stream for local 
schools. 

“More districts are look-
ing at it as an innovative ap-
proach because they have 
surplus property and may 
have declining enrollment,” 
McPhetridge said. 

The first property under 
consideration is a 10-acre 

site in El Granada parallel 
to Bridgeport Drive. While 
Brookwood President Alan 
Katz said the lot would be 
ideal for generating revenue 
through housing, dense de-
velopment is unlikely to be 
approved by the California 
Coastal Commission be-
cause the site is environ-
mentally sensitive. Another 
property, also in El Grana-
da south of Sevilla Avenue, 
is zoned for medium densi-
ty residential housing, and 
may be a better fit for afford-
able faculty housing, Katz 
said. 

An adjacent plot in El 
Granada could house relo-
cated district offices, Katz 
said, to free up the cen-
tral Half Moon Bay proper-
ty for new residential use. 
Katz and Brookwood Vice 
President Chris White also 
explored the possibility of 
building housing in the 
open space next to Hatch El-
ementary School.

Brookwood is the same 
firm that worked with Pa-
cifica and Jefferson Union 
High school districts on 
their workforce housing 
projects. Jefferson staff 
housing in Daly City is slat-
ed to open in spring 2022, 
while housing in Pacifica is 
still in the permitting stag-
es. 

McPhetridge said that, in 
later stages of the process, 
Cabrillo is likely to follow 

See HOUSINGa8A
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Coastside school 
absences spike this fall

FAMILIES 
CAUTIOUS DUE 

TO COVID
By Sarah Wright

Last year, fewer than 1 
percent of Cabrillo Uni-
fied School District stu-
dents were reported chron-

ically absent, meaning they 
missed at least 10 percent of 
school hours. This year, that 
number is up to 15 percent. 

CUSD Director of Pupil 
and Personnel Services Ja-
son Owens said the spike in 
absences is significant, but 
not surprising. It’s a trend 
affecting schools across Cal-
ifornia as students return 
to in-person learning after 

more than a year online.
Owens said that at Ca-

brillo students are miss-
ing school more often part-
ly because parents are more 
likely to keep them home if 
they or a sibling feels sick or 
is waiting for a COVID-19 
test result. Plus, during re-
mote learning last year, at-

See ABSENTa8A


