
FIRST PUBLIC 
HEARING ON 

THURSDAY
By August Howell

Half Moon Bay’s Redis-
tricting Advisory Commit-
tee met last week to weigh 
keeping the city’s four-dis-
trict election model or se-
lecting a five-district model 
with a rotating mayor. 

The City Council is us-
ing this advisory commit-
tee as a sounding board 
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City Council gives future officials pay raise
30 PERCENT 

INCREASE COVERS 
PREVIOUS  

6 YEARS
By August Howell

The Half Moon Bay City Council 
gave itself a raise last week, its first 
since January 2017. Because state 

law mandates that a council com-
pensation increases can only take 
effect when at least one new mem-
ber starts a term of office, the in-
crease won’t be on the books until 
January 2023. 

At that time, each council mem-
ber will get a 30 percent pay raise, 
or an additional $220.50 per 
month. Government code also lim-
its raises to 5 percent of the annual 
salary from the previous year. Be-

cause the last raise was six years 
ago, a 5 percent increase per an-
num amounts to an effective 30 
percent raise. 

The ordinance boosts each coun-
cil member’s salary from $735 per 
month to $955.50. Each of the five 
council members will receive an 
annual salary of $11,466, bringing 
the council’s total compensation to 
$57,330. Council members do not 
receive any retirement or health 

benefits.
In 2016, the council’s salary was 

raised for the first time in 29 years. 
Prior to that, council members re-
ceived $300 per month since 1987 
before an ordinance raised it to 
$735 per month. That increase of 
145 percent represented a 5 per-
cent increase over the previous 29 
years. 

There is no standard for com-
pensating elected officials in Cali-

fornia. There are examples of city 
council members making substan-
tially more and much less than 
those in Half Moon Bay. Some cit-
ies offer significant benefits be-
yond pay.

For example, in the city of San 
Mateo, city council members earn 
$7,200 in direct pay but also can re-
ceive medical, dental and life insur-
ance benefits as well as retirement 

See COUNCILa6A
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There were two cases of COVID-19 reported at Hatch Elementary School in the opening days of school. Administrators 
say they are taking steps to mitigate any spread.

More than a dozen COVID-19 
cases reported at area schools
DISTRICTS 

FOLLOWING 
COUNTYWIDE 

POLICIES
By Sarah Wright

Fourteen cases of COV-
ID-19 have been reported at 
local schools after they re-
opened for in-person learn-

ing just over a week ago. Two 
positive cases were identified 
among students at Hatch 
Elementary School in Half 
Moon Bay, two at Ocean 
Shore Elementary School 
in Pacifica. There were 10 
across campuses in the Jef-
ferson Union High School 
District. 

As of Friday, no cases had 
been reported at La Honda-
Pescadero Unified School 
District. 

Each of the public schools 
has been operating under 
the rules laid out by the state 
and the San Mateo County 
Departments of Health and 
Education, which mandates 
wearing masks indoors at 
all times during school. The 
rules further require anyone 
who tests positive for CO-
VID-19 to stay home from 
school and isolate. 

In an email to the Review, 
Cabrillo Unified School Dis-

trict Superintendent Sean 
McPhetridge wrote that 
all Hatch families were in-
formed that two students 
had tested positive for COV-
ID-19 last week. In response, 
the school principal and dis-
trict nurse Susan Vana are 
conducting contact tracing. 
Those who are identified as 
close contacts, defined by 
the state as anyone who was 

See CASESa6A

Get involved
t To learn more about 
the Redistricting Advisory 
Committee’s timeline and 
members, visit half-moon-
bay.ca.us/787/Redistrict-
ing-Advisory-Committee.
t To view the city’s current 
districts, learn frequently 
asked questions and sub-
mit your own maps, visit 
drawhmb.org. 

HMB advisory 
committee 

eyes election 
districts

See DISTRICTSa6A

INVESTIGATION 
UNDERWAY
DEPUTIES ARE WORKING TO UNDERSTAND WHY  
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A donor would like to pave the road and parking adja-
cent to Smith Field, but the city of Half Moon Bay says a mas-
ter plan is the first step.

City takes a 
swing at  

Smith Field
DONOR WANTS 
PAVED PARKING

By August Howell

The city of Half Moon Bay 
would like to upgrade Smith 
Field — one of the Coast-
side’s few active parklands. 
But even after a donor re-
portedly approached the city 
with plans, more money 

may be necessary before the 
work begins.  

In June, a donor through 
the Half Moon Bay Little 
League expressed interest 
in funding significant im-
provements at Smith Field, 
specifically to pave the ac-
cess road and parking lots, 
according to a city staff re-
port. To get the project 
completed, the city is kick-

See FIELDa6A

Council seeks nightly limit on 
unhosted short-term rentals
FINAL 

ORDINANCE 
READING SEPT. 7

By August Howell

As the peak of tourism 
season comes to a close in 
Half Moon Bay, the City 

Council is discussing a pro-
posed ordinance that could 
limit where visitors to the 
Coastside stay and who 

would be allowed to host 
them. 

At last week’s City Coun-
cil meeting, the consensus 

among city leaders was the 
proposed short-term rent-
al ordinance needed some 
refinement. After a staff re-
port and lengthy discussion, 
the council opted to con-
tinue the topic to a second 
reading and directed staff 
to amend parts of the ordi-

Time to check in:
To participate in the second reading of the short-term rental or-
dinance, find the Zoom link to the City Council meeting on 
Sept. 7 online at half-moon-bay.ca.us/660/Short-Term-Rentals. 

See RENTALSa6A


