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SOMETHING 
FISHY?

Harbor District to discuss charging 
fee for sales from boats, 3A 

RETURN OF THE 
COUNTY FAIR
Participants welcome trip back to San 
Mateo Event Center, 8A
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Ready for what’s next
Half Moon Bay High School graduates line up for the walk onto the field as graduation ceremonies began on Thursday. This year’s 
ceremonies were very similar to those held before the pandemic, albeit with some distancing and other accommodations. See a 
special section honoring Coastside graduates inside the newspaper today.

Virtual public 
meetings 

attract crowds
FUTURE OF 
BROWN ACT 
UNCERTAIN

By Sarah Wright  
and Felicia Hou

According to the Ralph M. 
Brown Act, the California law 
that dictates how the public 
accesses government meet-
ings, anyone could show up 
at the home of an elected of-
ficial who was attending a 
meeting remotely. After all, 
the law mandates that the ad-
dress where officials take the 
meeting must be posted on-
line.

Attorney Mike Maurer says 
these rules have always felt 
outdated, but it wasn’t un-
til the COVID-19 pandemic 
that they became problem-
atic. Now, the state has the 
chance to change the rules 
and to decide the future of 
public debate. 

In March 2020 in response 
to the pandemic, Gov. Gavin 
Newsom suspended parts of 
the Brown Act, including the 
requirement to post and of-
fer public access to a remote 
member’s location, to allow 
public meetings to be held 
virtually and safely. It’s not 
clear yet when the suspen-

sion will expire, but Susan 
Kennedy, communications 
director for state Assembly-
member and Speaker pro 
Tempore Kevin Mullin, said 
it won’t align with the June 
15 near-total reopening of the 
state and boards will get am-
ple notice.

In the meantime, the Cal-
ifornia Legislature has been 
contemplating the future of 
the law, considering chang-
es that range from eliminat-
ing the need for an emergen-
cy declaration to host virtual 
meetings to getting rid of the 
requirement for in-person 
meetings and public posting 
of addresses in general. 

Regardless of the state’s 
decision, many Coastside 
board members said they 
plan to make accommoda-
tions for virtual participants 
from now on and are think-
ing about how to further ex-
pand access. That’s because 
nearly every board saw in-
creased attendance at meet-
ings, something elected of-
ficials say they would like to 
preserve going forward. 

In some ways, online 
meeting platforms made 
things easier, local board 
members and participants 
said. People could Zoom 
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San Mateo County budget 
reflects pandemic priorities

STATE, FEDERAL 
FUNDING  

FILLS GAPS
By Sarah Wright

San Mateo County is con-
sidering a pared-down bud-
get for the 2021-22 and 
2022-23 fiscal years as it 
emerges from the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. The coun-
ty took a small hit last year 
as tourism dollars waned, 
but Chief Financial Officer 
Robert Manchia said con-
servative budgeting and a 
proactive approach to cri-
sis management will keep 
it afloat. 

The two-year budget, re-

leased last week, projects 
$6.3 billion in spending, the 
majority of which is dedi-
cated to health and com-
munity services, including 
public works, housing and 
community development, 
county parks and other in-
frastructure. 

Manchia said that re-
duced revenues are due to 
decreased travel into the 
county via San Francis-
co International Airport, 
which normally accounts 
for a significant amount to 
the county’s sales tax. But 
armed with funding from 
the state and federal govern-
ment through the Coronavi-
rus Aid, Relief and Econom-
ic Security Act, the county 
is still able to launch and 

sustain pandemic response 
programs, including vacci-
nation programs, homeless 
shelters and food assistance. 

While revenue didn’t keep 
up with increased costs this 
year and remained fairly 
flat, Manchia said, unlike 
the post-2008 financial cri-
sis, no drastic cuts are need-
ed in county programs. 

“We’re not saying that it's 
great, or that it couldn't be 
better, but (county revenue) 
is not close to (the) same 
flow as it used to be,” Man-
chia said. 

Instead, Macchia said the 
county is looking to the fed-
eral American Rescue Plan 
Act and the state budget to 
help with future pandemic-
related costs. Those feder-

al and state expected reve-
nues were not incorporated 
into this draft of the budget 
and instead will be included 
in the September version, 
Manchia said. 

Amid conversations both 
locally and across the nation 
about the future of funding 
for policing, the county’s 
criminal justice budget is 
set to remain stable for the 
next two fiscal years. Man-
chia said while some poli-
cies and programs have 
changed within county de-
partments, shuffling fund-
ing around, the overall costs 
and revenues of criminal 
justice departments, includ-
ing the Sheriff’s Office and 

HMB expenses outpace revenues for now
HMB MAY DIP 
INTO SAVINGS

By August Howell

The city of Half Moon Bay 
unveiled its budget draft for 
the fiscal year 2021-2022 
last week. While it remains 
stable for now, city officials 
acknowledged a gap in the 
General Fund as expendi-
tures are forecasted to out-
pace revenues for the next 
several years.

If expenses continue 
at current levels, the city 
would either dip into sav-
ings accounts, boost reve-
nues or cut expenses. The 

City Council will look at the 
final budget at its next meet-
ing on Tuesday. 

The city’s total estimated 
revenue for next fiscal year 

is $34.3 million, a 3 per-
cent increase from last fis-
cal year. Its estimated expen-
ditures are $41 million, a 5 
percent increase from last 

year. On paper, that’s a def-
icit of $6.7 million, but city 
staff explained this is most-
ly due to two factors. One 
is that multiyear Enterprise 
and Special Revenue funds 
have projects that are fund-
ed in one year but expend-
ed in another. This includes 
$4.3 million from the Sew-
er Capital Fund and $1.1 
million from Park Devel-
opment projects. Another 
factor: interfund transfers, 
when money is shifted be-
tween funds, such as when 
Special Revenue funds go to 
the General Fund. 

City Manager Bob Nisbet 
said the overall deficit isn’t 
abnormal, given that some 
of those expenses are fund-

ed through grants and capi-
tal projects. 

American Rescue Plan Act
t Half Moon Bay is set to receive $2.4 million over the next 
two years from the American Rescue Plan Act. Because Half 
Moon Bay is designated as a nonentitlement city, it will get 
$1.2 million this year from the Coronavirus Local Fiscal Re-
covery Fund payments through the state, with specific desig-
nations for how it can be used. For example, some of it will 
go to reinstate services, such as $96,000 for a maintenance 
worker and $80,000 for a recreation leader. Other categories 
include economic recovery, which involves hiring a grant writ-
er for $50,000. The city also noted plans to hire a communi-
cations consultant to develop crisis plans for $100,000. The 
city will also designate $250,000 to the San Mateo County 
Sheriff’s Office substation and $100,000 for its Emergency 
Response Program. 

See COUNTYa6A
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For more than a year, local government meetings have been 
virtual and participants are wondering whether that is better or 
worse than sometimes crowded meetings before the pandemic.

See MEETINGSa6A
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This graph shows expenditures outpacing revenues for the 
city of Half Moon Bay into 2027. If it continues, the city will 
have to dip into its savings, find more revenues or cut expenses.

See CITYa6A


