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[ education ]

Most local boards stay remote, for now
STATE REQUIRES
REEVALUATION
EACH MONTH
By Sarah Wright
and Jane Northrop

Ever since the La Honda-Pescadero Unified School District’s
governing board meetings went
online due to the pandemic, attendance has skyrocketed. So has participation. But board members ac-

knowledge that meetings are still
missing Latino and parent community members. Now, the state is giving elected officials the power to decide whether to meet in person or
online, and the future of meetings
is in the hands of officials like those
on the South Coast school board.
Most local boards, including the
Pacifica and Half Moon Bay city
councils, voted this month to continue meeting online. Last week,
Pacifica City Council voted unanimously to stay online and decided
to wait until its January meeting to

[ south coast ]

have a full discussion about moving
to in-person meetings.
The council has the authority to
decide due to Assembly Bill 361,
which was signed by Gov. Gavin
Newsom on Sept. 16. The new bill
allows legislative bodies to conduct
meetings by teleconference if the
board agrees that meeting in person would create a risk to the attendees. Local boards have to re-approve a motion to stay online each
month.
City Manager Kevin Woodhouse
said Pacifica City Council is looking

to pilot a hybrid model that provides
call-in options to the live meetings.
But that program would introduce
costs, so either Pacific Coast Television or the city would have to spend
money on new equipment. PCT
provided a proposal for a phone-in
connection system providing options with costs running between
$950 and $3,550, said City Clerk
Sarah Coffey.
The Half Moon Bay City Council
and Midcoast Community Council each also voted last week to stay
remote. Earlier this year before the

[ weigh-off ]

mask mandate was reintroduced,
the city of Half Moon Bay conducted one in-person public safety subcommittee meeting to test out inperson meetings, City Clerk Jessica
Blair said. But part of many boards’
hesitation with moving to in-person
meetings has to do with the continued mask mandate in the county
that went back into effect on Aug. 3.
“I think it would be difficult to do
it wearing a mask,” Pacifica Councilmember Sue Vaterlaus said.
See REMOTEa6A

[ pescadero ]

South Coast
on edge as
outages
continue

Pescadero
school library
prioritizes
social justice

COMMUNICATION
LAPSES UPSET
RESIDENTS

NEW ANGLE DRAWS
CENSORSHIP
CONCERNS

By Sarah Wright

By Sarah Wright

When Eva Knodt moved into Ken
Kesey’s old cabin in La Honda in
1997, just a few drops of rain could
take out the power for hours or even
days. And with no cellphones or internet, information was scarce. But
Knodt said she’s even more worried
now, after a handful of power outages in the last two months came
with no warning.
“What has changed is that people
are on edge,” Knodt said. “We had
to evacuate last year.”
As frequent PG&E outages continue on the South Coast, some locals are worried about the effects
on the vulnerable residents and
businesses, particularly after the
CZU August Lightning Fire gave
residents just hours to evacuate last
year. Knodt said she’s part of conversations among La Honda residents who are even considering
starting their own self-sufficient
microgrid.
PG&E spokeswoman Mayra Tostado confirmed that the most recent outages have all been due to
the new sensitivity settings, which
cut power any time an object hits a
power line. Called Enhanced Powerline Safety Settings, the frequent
shut-offs are designed to prevent
sparks that could start a catastrophic wildfire during peak fire season.
According to Tostado, the new
settings affect more than 11,500
miles of circuits in high fire-risk
areas and have helped decrease
potential fire ignitions by 60 percent as compared to this time last
year. Tostado acknowledges the effect the outages are having on res-

A new social justice library that is
focused on highlighting marginalized voices is up and running at Pescadero Middle and High School. But
not everyone in the school community felt included in the process, and
some worry that removing old titles
is a form of censorship.
The idea came from teacher Kassi
Talbot, who heard about the concept
of a social justice library at a meeting
as part of an advocacy group known
as Showing Up For Racial Justice.
She teamed up with teacher Melissa Morris to jumpstart the project
in the spring of 2020, hoping that it
would be open by the time students
returned in the fall. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, campus remained
closed to students for another year,
so the pair began bringing students
to the table virtually to help design
the space and choose the titles.
Now, the initiative has a mission,
developed at a recent semi-monthly
meeting where all staff and students
are invited to help direct the future
of the library. That mission is to create a space that centers marginalized
communities and voices across identities, fosters curiosity and wonder in
literature and excludes texts that are
historically racist or discriminatory.
“Highlighting the voices of marginalized communities, especially
highlighting the voices that reflect
our youth and reflect the demographic of the kids here is especially important where 64 percent of our
student population is Latinx, and the
majority of our staff are not of that
identity,” Morris said.
Talbot, who attended Pescadero

See OUTAGESa6A
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Tasi Paulovits checks in on the giant pumpkin growing in his backyard.

Weigh-off returns
downtown
OCTOBER EVENT
PLANNED MONDAY
AT I.D.E.S. HALL
By Sarah Wright

The (usually) annual Half Moon
Bay Art and Pumpkin Festival might
be off this year, but that won’t stop
the time-honored World Championship Pumpkin Weigh-Off, scheduled for Monday at the I.D.E.S.
grounds on Main Street.
In its 48th year, the competition

ful pumpkin and the biggest California and Coastside pumpkins.
Last year’s champion, Travis
Gienger, defeated the competition
with a 2,350-pound winning pumpkin that was also named the heaviest
pumpkin in North America in 2020.
The weigh-off will go on again
this year despite the COVID-19 pandemic, which has canceled the traditional pumpkin festival for the last
two years. Last year’s weigh-off was
moved to Long Branch Farms on
Verde Road, and was open only to
See PUMPKINSa6A
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Harbor District considers
Johnson Pier options
PROJECTS COULD
RECEIVE CAPITAL
By August Howell

Adam Pardee / Review

Crews inspect power lines heading into Pescadero recently after
shutting down power to parts of the
South Coast.

has increased its prize to $9 per
pound for the 2021 champion and
offers a $30,000 award to anyone
who breaks the current world record
for largest pumpkin.
The competition, open to the public, is set to begin at 7 a.m. and will
also be streamed live on Facebook.
Officials from the San Mateo County Department of Agriculture Office of Weights and Measures and
the Great Pumpkin Commonwealth
will oversee the weigh-ins with an
official 5-ton digital scale.
Other $1,000 prizes will be awarded to the grower of the most beauti-

Last week, the San Mateo County Harbor District’s Revenue and
Income Ad Hoc Committee recommended the board approve its

recommendation to add $12 million
to its five-year Capital Improvement
Plan. Members say it’s a critical step
in securing funds for Johnson Pier’s
much-needed repairs.
If approved, the district would pay
$10.6 million out of the $12 million
existing working capital balance to
fund 13 projects over the next five
years. Seven of those projects involve Pillar Point Harbor and John-

son Pier, including $1.2 million for
preliminary design and engineering
to reconfigure the pier and replace
the H-Dock and Fuel Dock, which is
estimated to cost $18 million.
The total cost for “critical” projects between Oyster Point Marina
and Pillar Point Harbor is $45.8 million. The committee and staff re-
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A new social justice library at
Pescadero Middle and High School
aims to center marginalized voices.
Some worry about what happens to
the “classic” voices as a result.

