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13ABASKETBALL IS BACK TRIP TO ‘SANTALAND’

City hears both pros, cons of electrification
COUNCIL 
CHANGES 
BURNOUT 

POLICY
By August Howell

The Half Moon Bay City 
Council last week reviewed 
and amended parts of its 
forthcoming electrification 

ordinance, acknowledging 
both the harmful reality of 
climate change and the eco-
nomic burden that address-
ing it could have on many 
residents.  

The council decided to 
temporarily eliminate the 
section that required res-
idential and commercial 
buildings to replace an ex-
isting gas appliance with an 
electric alternative when it 
breaks. This portion of the 

ordinance, known as the 
“burnout” policy, does not 
apply to remodeling proj-
ects, and the council did not 
change its stance on requir-
ing electric options for ap-
pliances in new buildings or 
where there was no gas ap-
pliance previously. The ordi-
nance also prohibits owners 
of existing residential build-
ings from adding gas lines 
starting 30 days after the or-
dinance is adopted. Com-

mercial buildings will be 
exempt from adding mixed 
fuel lines until Jan. 1, 2025. 

“I think that with all the 
pressure businesses have 
been under with COVID 
and many basically closing 
down and operating on re-
ally tough margins, I’m re-
luctant to put that extra 
pressure on,” Mayor Robert 
Brownstone said. 

Councilmembers Debbie 
Ruddock, Joaquin Jimenez 

and Brownstone said they 
wanted this exchange policy 
to be removed to take some 
stress away from residents 
in the near term while still 
having the city work on an 
education and incentives 
program. They hope, in the 
next few years, the technol-
ogy improves and electric 
appliances become cheaper, 
making it more cost-effec-
tive for residents and busi-
nesses to convert. 

“I think the equity issues 
are extremely clear to me,” 
Brownstone said. 

The council will contin-
ue the first reading of the 
draft on Dec. 7. More than 
two dozen people attending 
last week’s meeting spoke 
and were split on support-
ing the ordinance. Some en-
dorsed all of the proposed 
policies. But even those 

See ELECTRICa6A

HMB considers 
properties on 

Kelly, Stone Pine
OFFICIALS 
WANT TO 

STIMULATE 
AFFORDABLE 

HOUSING
By August Howell

The City Council and 
Planning Commission held 
a joint meeting for nearly 
five hours last week to dis-
cuss the state of housing in 
Half Moon Bay and examine 
how to provide more afford-

able units for residents buf-
feted by skyrocketing prices. 

While the consensus 
shared by city council mem-
bers, city planners and 
many in attendance was that 
low-income housing con-
tinues to be one of the larg-
est issues within the city, 
there was also an acknowl-
edgment that possible sites 
for low- or extremely-low 
income housing are con-
strained by resources, envi-
ronmentally sensitive areas 
and lack of developer inter-
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Crab fishermen on the coast have been on hold as regulators delay the season to protect migratory whales and leatherback tur-
tles. See the story about Bumpy the sea turtle, Page 3A.

Commercial crabbing begins 
elsewhere, on hold for Bay Area

STATE WILL 
SURVEY ZONES 

BY DEC. 15
By August Howell

Commercial crabbers are 
beginning to get to work 
throughout the state, except 
in the Bay Area, where of-
ficials say there are still too 
many humpback whales in 
the Gulf of the Farallones 
and Monterey Bay.

The California Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife 
announced on Monday that 
commercial crabbing will 
be allowed north of the So-

noma-Mendocino county 
line to the Oregon border 
starting Dec. 1. Commer-
cial crab season is open in  
Fishing Zones 5 and 6, from 
Monterey County to the 
Mexican border. 

However, the state noted 
there is still a high risk of 
whale entanglement from 
crab pot lines from Sonoma 
County to Lopez Point in 
Monterey County — the re-
gion the CDFW calls Fish-
ing Zones 3 and 4 — mean-
ing commercial crabbing 
remains prohibited in the 
Bay Area for the time be-
ing. That means a further 
delay of the Bay Area’s com-
mercial crab operations that 

were scheduled to open on 
Nov. 15. Weather permit-
ting, the state expects to con-
duct more surveys on or be-
fore Dec. 15.  

Meanwhile, recreational 
crabbing is open statewide. 
In the Bay Area, sport crab-
bers are restricted to using 
hoop nets and snares and 
aren’t allowed to place traps.  

CDFW documents show 
that aerial surveys from 
NOAA researchers on 
Nov. 10 and 11 observed 
73 humpback whales in 
Zone 3. Another vessel sur-
vey counted 79 humpback 
whales over two days in 
Zone 3, which encompass-
es Sonoma County to Pi-

geon Point. 
In 2020, the state pushed 

back commercial crab sea-
son in the Bay Area three 
times and didn’t open until 
Dec. 23. 

“Available data indicate 
high numbers of whales 
remain in the fishing 
grounds,” CDFW Direc-
tor Charlton H. Bonham 
said in a statement issued 
Friday night. “When data 
indicate whales have mi-
grated out of the fishing 
grounds, CDFW stands 
ready to open the commer-
cial season and lift the tem-
porary recreational trap re-
striction in Fishing Zones 
3 and 4.” r

High school math  
teacher dies 
unexpectedly

HEES HAD 
UNIQUE 

BACKGROUND

By Clay Lambert

The Half Moon Bay High 
School community is reel-
ing after the death of a 
well-respected math teach-
er. Principal John Nazar 
said Gerhardt Hees, in his 
fifth year as a teacher at the 
school, died Nov. 16.

Details of Hees’ death 
were not immediately avail-
able. Nazar said he under-
stood it resulted from a 
medical issue.

Hees was currently teach-
ing five classes at the high 
school. Two of those class-
es met Thursday, hours af-

Need to talk?
A recognition of Hees was 
held last week at Miller 
Dutra Coastside Funeral 
Home, 645 Kelly Ave.
Anyone in need of support 
may contact Caroline Mor-
ton, the district’s special-
ized program coordinator 
for mental health, at (650) 
459-0601 ext. 12456

See AFFORDABLEa6A
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COUGARS BEAT HOMESTEAD HIGH IN 
FIRST HOME GAME OF SEASON 
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