
ORGANIZERS 
PLAN FOR 
SUNDAY 
EVENTS 

By Emma Spaeth

After going a year without, 
Coastsiders have been ea-
gerly anticipating this sum-

mer's Ol’-Fashioned Fourth 
of July parade and festival. 
Organizers want this to be an 
even bigger and more special 
event to celebrate the nation’s 
birth and a rebirth of sorts for 
the community.

They are expanding the 
scope of the event to include 
a music-driven communi-
ty street festival to bookend 
the parade called. It’s called 
“Coastside Rising: So Hap-

py Together,” and it will run 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Sunday.

“We're thrilled about 
the return of this timeless, 
much-loved community 
event,” said Robert Brown-
stone, mayor of Half Moon 
Bay, in a press release. "This 
will be a safe, fun, family-
friendly celebration of not 
only Independence Day, but 
of our community's return 
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Man bit by shark at Gray Whale Cove
GREAT WHITE 

TERRITORY 
EXPANDS 
NORTH

By August Howell

A 35-year-old San Francis-
co man required medical at-
tention after he was bitten by 

a great white shark at Gray 
Whale Cove State Beach on 
Saturday morning. The har-
rowing incident resulted in 
the closure of the beach for 
a time.

The San Mateo County 
Sheriff’s Office said the man, 
later identified as Nemanja 
Spasojevic, was able to swim 
back to shore on his own af-
ter being bitten in his right 
leg while snorkeling. Spaso-

jevic told authorities he was 
bitten by a 6- to 8-foot shark 
at 9:15 a.m. on Saturday. He 
received medical aid on the 
beach and was transported to 
Stanford Hospital in serious 
condition, according to the 
Sheriff’s Office.

Media reports indicate 
Spasojevic was released from 
the hospital and was able to 
walk less than 24 hours after 
he was bitten.

First-responders from the 
Sheriff’s Office, Cal Fire, 
Coastside Fire Protection 
District, North County Fire 
Authority and California 
State Parks answered the call. 
Authorities closed the beach 
after the incident. 

Most research suggests 
shark attacks are chance ac-
cidents, usually  initiated by 
younger sharks that attempt 
to find food and mistake the 

silhouette of a human for 
prey such as a seal. Based on 
the reported size, the shark at 
Gray Whale Cove was likely a 
juvenile. Mature white sharks 
can grow to be 17 to 20 feet. 
Their diet consists primari-
ly of sea lions and other ma-
rine mammals. In Northern 
California, adult white sharks 
are normally seen during the 
fall and winter seasons when 
they return from the middle 

of the Pacific Ocean to feed 
at popular marine mammal 
gathering sites like the Faral-
lon Islands and Año Nuevo 
State Park. 

But it’s not uncommon 
to have sharks year-round 
in the waters off California’s 
coast as younger sharks pre-
fer to hunt in warmer, shal-
lower waters. In California, 

See SHARKa6A
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Half Moon Bay’s Main Street will come alive once more on Sunday as Coastsiders celebrate an “Ol’-Fashioned Fourth of 
July.” As in past years, the events will include a parade beginning at noon.

Pumpkin Fest  
on again
t Organizers say they will 
hold a Half Moon Bay Art 
and Pumpkin Festival this 
year after all, albeit a smaller 
version that provides just a 
“taste.” See story, Page 5A.

Coast prepares to go 
Fourth this weekend

See JULY 4a6A

Public safety 
subcommittee 

meets in person
NO QUICK FIX 
FOR POLICING 

ISSUES
By August Howell

Thursday’s reunion of the 
Half Moon Bay Public Safe-
ty Subcommittee, held in 
the Half Moon Bay Library, 
was notable for several rea-
sons. Not only was it the city’s 
first in-person meeting since 
March 2020, it was the first 
official in-person city meet-
ing for Councilmember Joa-
quin Jimenez since he was 
elected in November 2020. 

City Manager Bob Nisbet 
said the meeting marked a 
gradual transition for the 

city’s subcommittees from 
Zoom calls to live, in-person 
gatherings. The city is work-
ing on developing a hybrid 
model for the City Council 
meetings, where attendees 
can gather in person or tune 
in through Zoom.

Half Moon Bay is in the 
midst of examining its own 
relationship to the San Mateo 
County Sheriff’s Office and 
is weighing options for alter-
native resources to supple-
ment deputies dealing with 
such nontraditional policing 
issues as mental health cri-
ses, homelessness and addic-
tion calls. 

The overarching topic is 
the city’s contract with the 

Young hockey 
standout 

remembered
KLINGELE’S 

FRIENDS AND 
FAMILY GATHER

By Jane Northrop

Sequoyah Klingele was 
passionate about hockey. 
Now, a memorial bench and 
exhibit from his teammates 
has been installed at the 
hockey rink near Half Moon 
Bay High School.

The exhibit, unveiled dur-
ing ceremonies on Sun-
day, holds the team’s hockey 
sticks, his jersey and a puck. 
The words “Play hard or go 
home,” a motto for athletes 
everywhere, is etched on the 
memorial bench with the 
dates of Klingele’s life: Oct. 
12, 2004 to April 6, 2021. A 
cement walkway with the 
team members’ names en-
graved leads up to the me-
morial bench. A balloon the 
teammates signed was re-

leased as a tribute to the teen-
ager.

Coach Mark Modena said 
a few words in tribute to 
Klingele as the puck was be-

Photo courtesy Young Park,  
Hexa Communications

Friends and family gather 
near a new commemorative 
bench at the North County 
Hockey League rink to re-
member Sequoyah Klingele, 
who loved playing the sport 
with his Coastside friends.

See HOCKEYa6A

See POLICINGa6A

State extends pandemic eviction 
ban through September

COUNTY LIKELY 
TO FOLLOW SUIT

By Sarah Wright

California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom announced on Fri-

day that the state will extend 
its moratorium on evictions 
for three more months. It 
was set to expire on June 30. 
Meanwhile, the San Mateo 
County Board of Supervisors 
was set to vote on its own ex-
tension.

“Having an extension gives 

us more time to get money in 
the hands of the people who 
really need it,” Supervisor 
Don Horsley said on Thurs-
day. The county vote is ex-
pected on Tuesday.

As part of the state and fed-
eral Housing is Key program, 
the county has around $47 

million in funds for renters 
who owe back rent because 
of financial hardship due to 
the pandemic. Of the mil-
lions earmarked for county 
residents, just a few hundred 
thousand have been distrib-

See RENTa6A


