
HMB WANTS 
OUT OF NEW 

MIDCOAST 
PROJECT

By August Howell

The Sewer Authority 
Mid-coastside is starting to 
get a clearer picture of the 
expensive damages caused 

by last month’s storms. It is 
also eyeing a large pipeline 
replacement project in the 
Midcoast.

As of last week, SAM has 
paid nearly $1 million to re-
pair storm damage and is 
still tallying costs. The re-
pairs are the result of flood-
ing at the wastewater treat-
ment plant in Half Moon 
Bay and pipeline damage 
on the Midcoast. Leakages 
were discovered on Jan. 1 

in two Midcoast locations, 
one from the Montara force 
main between two houses 
in Moss Beach, and the oth-
er was from manholes out-
side SAM’s Montara pump 
station. The overflow from 
this latter dumped effluent 
into the ocean for 66 hours. 

As part of the clean-
up effort, the SAM board 
last week signed off on a 
contract with Bay Pacif-
ic Pipelines not to exceed 

$447,000 to repair a bro-
ken pipeline in Moss Beach. 
The funds will come from 
the district’s emergency re-
serves. 

After emergency re-
pairs of the Montara force 
main on Jan. 1 did not stop 
the leakage, another local 
contractor had to put in a 
300-foot-long above-ground 
temporary pipe. Two weeks 
ago, Bay Pacific Pipelines 
moved that structure un-

derground. In total, the con-
tractor replaced 850 feet of 
the force main with more 
durable material. SAM 
General Manager Kishen 
Prathivadi said the extra 
work was necessary to rein-
force the pipeline between 
two valves, which helps 
eliminate any weak points. 

He noted that the Bay 
Pacific Pipeline has not 
submitted an invoice yet. 
It’s not clear how much of 

SAM’s damages will be cov-
ered by insurance, but re-
ports have been made to the 
agency’s insurer, Prathivadi 
said. 

Dovetailing with the pipe-
line contract was a lengthy 
discussion about how to 
proceed with replacing 
SAM’s aging pipeline infra-
structure in this area of the 
Midcoast.
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Coastal sewer costs rise following storm damage

State pledges 
funding for 

affordable housing
CYPRESS POINT 

RECEIVES  
$17.8 MILLION

By August Howell

San Mateo County has re-
ceived $42.8 million from 
the state of California to 
fund three housing projects, 
including one on the Mid-
coast, that together prom-
ise to make affordable hous-
ing more available for more 
people.

The county announced 
via a press release on Feb. 
15 that it had received state 
funds for projects in Daly 
City, Burlingame and Moss 
Beach. The latter is home to 
the Cypress Point develop-
ment, which got $17.8 mil-
lion from the state’s contri-
bution. MidPen Housing 
has proposed to build 71 
units on 10.8 acres near the 
intersection of Carlos Street 
and Highway 1. 

The news comes after last 
month’s shootings that left 
seven dead and one injured 
in and around Half Moon 
Bay. The tragedy under-
scored the state of affordable 
farmworker housing on the 
coast’s high-priced market. 

According to the coun-
ty, the Cypress Point apart-
ments will be rented to 

households that earn less 
than 80 percent of the ar-
ea's median income. Eigh-
teen units are to be reserved 
for local farmworkers and 
their families. In San Mateo 
County, less than 80 percent 
of the area median income 
is $124,000 for a family of 
four. 

While the project has sup-
port from some county lead-
ers, it has drawn fire from 
many Midcoast residents 
who say it’s the wrong place 
for low-income housing.

The Cypress Point proj-
ect was initially proposed 
five years ago and has raised 
concerns from some Mid-
coast residents over traffic, 
sewer and water capacity. 
MidPen Housing submit-
ted its first application to 
the county in July 2018. Af-
ter years of discussion at the 
state and county level, the 
California Coastal Commis-
sion certified changes to the 
county’s Local Coastal Pro-
gram to help permit the de-
velopment in March 2021. 
The changes were necessary 
because the county’s zoning 
regulations and LCP had 
mapped the area for dens-
er development. The project 
still needs a Coastal Devel-
opment Permit before con-
struction can begin. 
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Kirk Lombard reaches deep down into a hole as he teaches an eager and curious tour group how to dig up a clam along the 
shore at Pillar Point Harbor on Saturday.

Foragers seek delicacies of sea
HOBBY 

EXPLORERS 
LEARN 

ABOUT LOCAL 
ECOLOGY

By April Seager

A group of seven sea-
shore explorers met Kirk 
Lombard at low tide in Pillar 
Point Harbor on Saturday to 

learn about what lives in the 
mud along the beach. Think 
fleshy innkeeper worms, 
tactile ghost shrimp and fin-
ger-length eels that are al-
ways in a hurry.

Lombard is a biologist, 
fisherman and former Pa-
cific States Marine Fisher-
ies Commission observer, 
and he is also the animated 
front man for Sea Forager, a 
San Francisco-based com-
pany that educates people 
about the local ecology one 
wet walking tour at a time.

Derek Roberts, of Sac-
ramento, said he signed 
up for the tour because he 
wanted to deepen his un-
derstanding of the ocean af-
ter living and working in the 

Bay Area.
“I was always struck by 

how the bay is sort of weird-
ly overlooked when you live 
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A new, taller cell tower is planned for land overlooking the 
Half Moon Bay High School football field. The new equipment 
could improve service during busy events on the coast.

Feeling fishy?
Sea Forager offers Community Supported Fisheries subscrip-

tions. Sign up and then dig into sustainably caught fish that 
is delivered to five pickup locations on the Coastside in Half 
Moon Bay, El Granada, Moss Beach and Pacifica. For more 
information about subscribing to a CSF, visit seaforager.com.  

 

New cell tower to boost signal, blend in at high school
PLANNING 

COMMISSION 
APPROVES CDP

By August Howell

Last week the Half Moon 
Bay Planning Commis-
sion took a step in an ongo-
ing process to build a new 
cell tower at Half Moon 
Bay High School when it  
approved a Coastal De-
velopment Permit for the  
project.

The plan is to replace a 
50-foot metal cell tower and 
AT&T cellular antenna with 
a new 75-foot tower nearby. 
Half Moon Bay Senior Plan-
ner Doug Garrison noted 
the relocation effort is a re-
sponse to concerns raised in 
2019 by several neighbors, 
Cabrillo Unified School 
District staff and Planning 
Commissioners by build-
ing a new tower farther away 
from residential and high-
use student areas. 

The increased height 
would slightly improve 

AT&T coverage off campus, 
Garrison said, but it has the 
potential to be more impact-
ful when the town needs it 
most. Currently, the new 
tower design only includes 

the designs for AT&T anten-
nas, but it has the capacity 
for two more carriers. Plan-
ners say this move, referred 

See TOWER•6A

New planning chair
The first item of business for the Half Moon Bay Planning 

Commission in 2023 was selecting a new chair. Last week 
the commission selected Vice Chair Rick Hernandez to serve 
as its new head. Margaret Gossett was appointed to be vice 
chair. The commission also welcomed a new commissioner, 
Hazel Joanes.  


